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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 

A sound making device adapted to be mounted in the 
instep of a shoe, in which a hollow, bulbous body having 
a neck with a sound making element therein is secured 
in the instep by a projection extending outwardly from 
the neck for penetrating the heel portion of the shoe. The 
bulbous body is compressed as the wearer steps down 
wardly with the shoe, causing expulsion of the air which 
operates the sound making element. 

Various attempts have been made in the past to attach 
a device to one or both of the shoes for producing various 
sounds ‘as the wearer walks or runs, but these prior de 
vices have been unsatisfactory or objectionable for a 
variety of reasons, including di?iculty in securing the 
device to the shoes, interference with walking or running, 
and bulkiness and unsightly appearance. Some of the 
prior devices have been secured to the shoes by straps and 
buckles which, in effect bind the feet, or which are built 
into the shoe, and hence cannot be removed when the 
sound effect is not desired or required. It is therefore one 
of the principal objects of the present invention to pro 
vide a sound device of the aforesaid type which canleasily 
be attached to the shoe, and which when attached is 
virtually invisible and has little or no effect on the normal 
walking or running movements of the wearer. 

Another object of the invention is to provide a sound 
making device adapted to be attached to the instep of 
the shoe and to remain in operative position until inten 
tionally removed, without the use of straps or other ?x 
tures projecting beyond the edge of the sole of the shoe 
and without extending downwardly, forwardly or rear 
wardly su?iciently to prevent the weight of the wearer’s 
body from being distributed normally on the heel and 
forward portion of the sole of the shoe. 

Still another object of the invention is to provide a 
simple sound making device for attachment to shoes, 
which can easily be mounted on and removed from the 
shoe and is so constructed and positioned that little wear 
occurs while it is being used on the shoe, and which, while 
positioned along the sole of the shoe, is so protected that 
dirt, water and other foreign material cannot readily 
reach the operating parts of the device. 

Additional objects and advantages of the invention 
will become apparent from the following description and 
accompanying drawings, wherein: 
FIGURE 1 is a side elevational view of a shoe and the 

present sound making device, showing the device mount 
ed in the instep of the shoe; 
FIGURE 2 is an enlarged top plan view of the present 

sound making device; 
FIGURE 3 is a side elevational view of the device 

shown in FIGURE 2; 
FIGURE 4 is a vertical cross sectional view of the 

present device, the section being taken on line 4—4 of 
FIGURE 2; and 
FIGURE 5 is an elevational view of the device, with 

a portion broken away to more clearly show the con 
struction of the present device. 

Referring more speci?cally to the drawings, numeral 
10 designates a shoe, and 12 the present device mounted 
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in the instep of the shoe. The present device would nor 
mally be used by a preschool child, and FIGURE '1 is 
intended to represent a shoe for a child of that ‘age, 
although the device may be used for various sound mak 
ing purposes by anyone, including adults. 
The present device consists of a bulbous body 14 hav 

ing a neck 16 extending laterally therefrom on generally 
a tangent with the periphery of the body near the top 
thereof. The upper portion 18 of the body and neck is 
preferably ?at, so that a relatively wide area will be 
placed on or near the surface of the sole at the instep, 
as illustrated in FIGURE 1. The body 14 is constructed 
of rubber or resilient and ?exible plastic material, and 
is adapted, after being compressed, to return immediately 
to its original substantially spherical shape when the 
compressing pressure has been released. The neck may 
be made integrally with the body and preferably of the 
same material. The neck contains an opening 20 in which 
is mounted a sound making element 22, the one shown 
being designed for making a whistling sound as the body 
is compressed and released. The element consists of an 
outer disc portion 24 with a center hole 26, and an inner 
disc portion 28 with a center hole 30. The inner disc 
portion is held in place by a cylindrical ?ange 32 seated 
in a cylindrical ?ange 34 attached to and supporting outer 
disc portion 24. The disc portion 24 is provided with an 
annular head 36 for gripping the internal surface of the 
neck or for seating in a depression made therein for re 
ceiving the bead. 

Various other types of sound making elements may be 
used; for example, an element for making a squawking 
or squeaking sound may be inserted in passage 20. These 
alternative elements would inherently be of a different 
but well known construction from that shown at 22 for 
making a whistling sound, and these various elements 
could be interchangeable in the same device. 
One of the principal features of the present invention 

is the means by which the device is secured to the shoe. 
The means consists of a pair of pins 40 and 42 having 
horizontal portions 40a and 42a, respectively, with sharp 
points 40b and 42b, and with vertical portions 40c and 
420, respectively. The vertical portions 40c and 420 ex 
tend down through vertical holes in neck 16 and hold 
the horizontal portions 40a and 42a in a relatively rigid 
position. The two vertical portions are preferably con 
nected to one another at their lower ends by cross portion 
43 formed integrally with the pins. The horizontally pro 
jecting portions of the pins are adapted to extend into 
the heel of the shoe or between the heel and the adja 
cent sole portion, to thereby retain the device rigidly in 
place in the instep of the shoe. 

In use, the present device is mounted in the instep of 
the shoe by pressing pins 40a and 42a into the heel be 
tween the layers thereof or between the heel and the ad 
joining sole and with the upper surface 18 preferably in 
face-to-face contact with or in close proximity to the sole 
at the instep. When the device has been mounted in the 
instep in the foregoing manner, the lower portion of the 
bulbous body projects downwardly below the lower sur 
face of the heel and sole, so that as the wearer walks or 
runs, body 14 is compressed, thereby expelling air from 
the chamber 18a in the body. As the air is expelled from 
the chamber, it passes through openings 30 and 26, there 
by causing a whistling sound. Since the material is resil 
ient as well as ?exible, the body returns to its normal 
substantially spherical shape when the pressure on body 
14 is relieved. Upon expanding as the pressure is relieved, 
the air is drawn inwardly through passage 20, passing 
through holes 26 and 30, causing a further whistling 
sound. Since the outlet and inlet of element 22 face the 
heel in relatively close proximity thereto, the holes 26 
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and 30 are protected from dirt, water and other foreign 
materials by the heel, so that the device is unlikely to 
become inoperative or defective from foreign materials. 
Further, since the body and neck are seated in the in 
step, which slopes forwardly as indicated at numeral 44, 
walking and running tend to continually urge the device 
to the rear, seating and holding the pins ?rmly in position 
in the heel, thereby minimizing unintentional dislodging 
of the device from the shoe. 
While only one embodiment of the present invention 

has been described in detail herein, various changes and 
modi?cations may be made without departing from the 
scope of the invention. 

I claim: 
1. A sound making device adapted to be mounted in 

the instep of a shoe having a sole and heel, comprising 
a bulbous body of ?exible, resilient material with an air 
chamber therein, a neck extending horizontally there 
from in upwardly offset relation to the center thereof to 
permit said neck to lie in close proximity to the sole of 
the shoe, said neck having a passage therethrough com 
municating with said chamber, a sound making element 
in said passage, and a means projecting outwardly from 
the neck for penetrating the heel portion of the shoe ad 
jacent the instep thereof for securing said device in the 
shoe instep. 

2. A sound making device as set forth in claim 1, in 
which said means for securing the device to a shoe con 
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4. 
sists of a pair of pins projecting outwardly from said 
neck near the upper surface thereof for engagement with 
the heel of the shoe. ' 

3. A sound making device as set forth in claim 2, in 
which the upper surface of the neck is ?at for seating 
on the sole of the shoe in the instep. 

4. A sound making device as set forth in claim 2, in 
which said pins are provided with a vertical portion 
extending downwardly through the neck on opposite sides 
of the passage therein. 

5. A sound making device as set forth in claim 1, in 
which the sound making element seated in said passage 
includes a means for producing a whistling sound. 

6. A sound making device as set forth in claim 4, in 
which the sound making element seated in said passage 
includes a means for producing a whistling sound. 
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