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This invention relates to the manufacture of calendar 
pad stands and is particularly concerned With a stand 
which is characterized by two-piece construction adapted 
to manufacture by plastic molding. 

While the subject of the present invention is referred 
to in the following speci?cation and appended claims 
as a calendar pad stand, it should be understood that the 
stand is equally adapted to holding any suitably sized 
pad of paper and might be used to advantage for such 
things as telephone pads and note pads. The stand is of 
the type which holds the upper end of the pad tightly, 
whereby the pad sheets may be torn olf the pad as they 
are used. 

Prior calendar pad stands of the above type have 
normally employed a base element on which the pad is 
laid, a top piece, a pair of screws having knurled heads 
which are passed downwardly through holes in the cross 
piece and apertures in the received pad and threaded 
into female inserts carried on the underside of the base. 
This arrangement has the disadvantage that there are at 
least six pieces involved in the manufacture of the stand. 
Secondly, this arrangement is subject to loosening of the 
elements holding the top cross piece against the pad, 
which can cause the whole assembly to come apart or at 
at least does require periodic tightening of these members 
as to ensure that the cross piece bears su?iciently tight 
against the top end of the pad as to permit tearing off 
the pad sheets. 

It is, therefore, an object of this invention to provide an 
improved calendar pad stand. 

It is a more speci?c object of the invention to provide 
a two-piece calendar pad stand which is adapted to manu 
facture by plastic molding. 

It is a still more speci?c object of the invention to 
provide a calendar pad stand of the type de?ned above 
which is not subject to periodic loosening of the member 
bearing against the upper end of the pad whereby to 
render this item more efficient in its function of providing 
a tearing edge against which the individual sheets of the 
pad may be torn off. 
The above and further objects of the invention will be 

more thoroughly understood from the following descrip 
tion of a preferred embodiment thereof as read in con 
junction with the accompanying drawings. 

In the drawings which illustrate this preferred em 
bodiment: 
FIGURE 1 is a perspective view of a calendar pad 

stand in accord with the invention with the two pieces 
making up the pad being spaced from one another as to 
better show their individual construction; 
FIGURE 2 is a cross-sectional view taken along the 

line 2-2 of FIGURE 1; 
FIGURE 3 is a cross-sectional view taken along the 

line 3-3 of FIGURE 2; and 
FIGURE 4 is a view similar to FIGURE 3 but showing 

a second position of the two components shown in FIG 
URE 3. 

Referring to FIGURE 1, the calendar pad stand of the 
illustrated embodiment of the invention essentially con 
sists of a base member 10 and a top piece 12. The pad 
14 is shown in dotted lines in FIGURE 1 as to illustrate 
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the normal orientation of a pad relative to the two com 
ponents of the stand. 

As previously mentioned, the stand of this invention 
has a construction which particularly adapts the stand 
to manufacture by plastic molding. Many suitable plastics 
are now available but the particularly preferred plastic 
for the_manufacture of this stand is polypropylene. One 
reason for preferring this particular plastic is that the 
top piece 12 is periodically ?exed each time a new pad 
is installed on the stand and polypropylene is known for 
its ability to withstand ?exure. Of course, the frequency 
of ?exing of the top piece is not so high as to prevent 
the usage of other plastics such as modi?ed polystyrene, 
acetyl, polyvinychloride or nylon. 

Referring still to FIGURE 1, base member 10 includes 
a top wall 16 and a pair of spaced side walls 18 which 
are so shaped to orient top wall 16 at a small angle rela 
tive to a ?at surface such as a desk top. This feature is 
common to stands known heretofore and is provided as 
a convenience to the user of the pad as the writing of 
notes on the pad is better facilitated if the pad is slightly 
raised at its top end. 

Extending around the upper end of the top surface 16 
is an integrally molded ridge 20 which has the main 
function of permitting simple installation of a new pad 
as the installer merely needs to press the upper end of 
the pad against the ridge and the pad is automatically 
properly positioned both longitudinally and laterally on 
the base element. However, ridge 20 also cooperates with 
a mating downwardly projecting curtain 22 on the top 
piece as to provide an attractive surrounding casing for 
the upper end of a received pad. Towards the upper end 
of the base member 10 are formed a pair of apertures 
24 for receiving prongs 26 carried by top piece 12. By 
reference to FIGURE 3 or FIGURE 4 it can be seen that 
one edge of these apertures is formed at a slight angle 
as to provide a lip 24a which acts as a ratchet engageable 
by the teeth 26a, b and c of the prong 26. 
Top piece 12 includes a top wall 28 and the previously 

mentioned surrounding curtain 22 and prongs 26. The top 
wall is roof-shaped but truncated at each of its ends as 
to de?ne four areas separated by a double Y-shaped 
groove 30. This groove is provided to pennit ?exure of 
top wall 28 in ,a particular manner as described in detail 
hereinafter. It is also to be noted that another groove 
extends fully around the outer edge of the top Wall 28 
‘at its juncture with curtain 22. 
Prongs 26 are integrally molded to the underside of 

top wall 28 at a position approximately directed beneath 
the VS formed by the Y portions of groove 30. To be 
more precise, the prongs are ?xed to the underside of the 
top wall directly beneath the inward tips of the triangular 
shaped end portions of the top wall. As previously noted 
the prongs are each provided with a plurality of notches 
26a, b and c- While three notches are shown, it is within 
the scope of this invention to provide from one to any 
number of notches with the selection of three notches 
being a preferred expedient. While one notch could be 
used, the use of a number of notches adapts the stand 
to properly receive pads of somewhat different thick 
nesses. The lower ends of prongs 26 are tapered on the 
same side as the notches with the taper providing guidance 
in inserting the prongs in apertures 24. 
From the foregoing, it will be appreciated that when 

installing a new pad on the stand of the invention, a 
preferred manner of doing so is to turn the top piece 
upside down so that the prongs extend upwardly, en- 
gaging the pad on the prongs, and pressing the base 
onto the portions of the prongs which protrude through 
the pad until the notches in the ends of the prongs engage 
the lips 24a of apertures 24. In the normal course it is 
desired that the lower edge of curtain 22 be slightly spaced 
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fromthe top edge of ridge 20 to ensure that the forward 
edge 34 of the top piece will bear tightly against the top 
of the pad. By proper spacing of the notches 26a, b and c 
relative to the length of the prongs, the bottommost notch 
26a will engage the lips 24a when the top piece is ?rst 
installed. Subsequently, pressure is applied to the top wall 
28 of the top piece just above the prongs whereby t0 ?ex 
the top wall a su?‘icient degree to force the prongs down 
wardly somewhat as to engage the middlemost notch. It 
can be appreciated, therefore, that it is the ?exure in the 
top wall 28 of the top piece which locks the top piece 
in place. Further, of course, the particular construction 
illustrated for gaining the desired ?exure in the top piece 
forms an important part of this invention. Speci?cally, 
this construction consists of the particular manner illus 
trated for reducing the thickness of the top wall along 
the illustrated grooves and along the juncture of the top 
wall with the surrounding curtain 22 which permits the 
desired ?exure of the top wall. FIG. 4 clearly illustrates 
the degree of ?exure which is accomplished. It should 
also be understood that when the top wall is ?exed, the 
prongs are splayed outwardly as Well as moved down 
wardly. 

It is also to be noted that the prongs are so shaped that 
a portion of the prong material is removed from the 
outer surface of the prong on the opposite side from the 
notches so that a certain amount of bending of the prongs 
is permitted when the top wall is ?exed. This bending of 
of the prongs and the ?exing of the top wall cooperate 
to tightly retain the notches of the lip 24a. 
As previously mentioned, the forward end 34 of the 

to piece 12 bears tightly against the top of the pad as to 
provide a tear edge. Also, as previously mentioned, lock 
ing of the top piece in place involves pressing downwardly 
against the top piece above the prongs 26. As the prongs 
are offset to one side of the longitudinal centre line of 
the top piece, the pressing down of the top above the 
prongs does tend to tilt the top piece as to lift the forward 
edge 34 slightly ‘from the top of the pad. To prevent this 
tilting, the underside of the top piece is provided with a 
pair of integrally molded bosses 36 which are shaped 
and sized to engage the uppermost end of the pad whereby 
to counteract any tilting of the top piece tending to lift 
the forward edge 34 away from the top surface of the pad. 
What I claim as my invention is: 
1. A calendar pad stand molded of plastic, comprising 

a base member adapted to receive a pad of paper having 
a pair of perforations at one end thereof, said base mem 
ber having a pair of-apertures positioned as to be aligned 
with said perforations in the pad with the pad having 
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been installed on the base member, each of said base 
member apertures having one side thereof sharpened as 
to provide a ratchet-like tooth in the apertures; and a top 
piece including a pair of integrally molded prongs pro 
jecting downwardly for passage through said perfora 
tions in said pad and through said apertures in the base 
member, each of said prongs having at least one ratchet 
tooth on the side thereof which lies adjacent to the 
sharpened edge of its mating base member aperture, said 
top piece including a top wall which is generally roof 
shaped but truncated at its ends and having a longitud 
inally extending groove which is split at either end of 
the top piece as to de?ne four sections in said top wall 
with the prongs being connected to the underside of said 
top wall adjacent the points of division of said groove 
whereby pressure applied to said points of division from 
above will ?ex said top wall downwardly at these points 
as to cause the prongs to move outwardly to more tightly 
engage their ratchet teeth with the ratchet-like teeth of 
said apertures. 

2. A calendar pad stand as claimed in claim 1 in which 
said base member includes an upstanding ridge adapted 
to surround the upper end of a pad of paper received 
on the base member. 

3. A calendar pad stand as claimed in claim 1 in which 
said top piece includes an integrally molded downwardly 
projecting curtain wall at the rear and side edges of the 
top piece. 

4. A calendar pad stand as claimed in claim 1 in which 
each of said prongs has a portion of the body material 
thereof removed from the side opposite its notch whereby 
to provide additional ?exibility in said prongs. 

5. A calendar pad stand as claimed in claim 1 in which 
each of said prongs carries three ratchet teeth whereby 
to adapt the stand for accommodating paper pads of dif 
ferent thicknesses. 

6. A calendar pad stand as claimed in claim 3, includ 
ing a groove extending around said top piece at the junc 
tion of said top wall with said curtain wall whereby to 
provide additional ?exibility in said top wall. 
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