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3,339,971 
RECLlNER-ROCKER CHAIR 

Peter S. Fletcher, 200 NW. 15th St., 
Delray Beach, Fla. 33444 

Filed Oct. 21, 1965, Ser. No. 499,303 
18 Claims. (Cl. 297—-85) 

The present invention relates to improvements in re 
clining chairs, and in particular to a multiple position re~ 
clining chair-which also has a rocker structure. Since this 
chair is a dual function chair which can perform both 
as a regular reclining chair and as a regular rocking chair, 
it may be referred to as a “recliner-rocker.” 
Rocker chairs in themselves are old and well-known 

and have been sold and used in large quantities for many 
years. Reclining chairs of various types and particularly 
multiple position or TV reclining chairs are also well 
known, although being of more recent vintage. Various 
attempts have been made to combine the advantageous 
features of rocker chairs and reclining chairs, thereby 
producing a chair which will both rock and recline, so 
that a single chair may be used for these purposes instead 
of two separate chairs. Such attempts have been only par 
tially successful since the rocking movement and the re 
clining movement are normally antagonistic to each other 
and one or the-other movement was required to be com 
promised to the advantage of the other. 

It would be desirable to provide a chair which would 
perform all the functions of the commercial, multiple po 
sition reclining chairs as well as the rocker chairs. This 
would permit movement from a normal, upright sitting 
position to an intermediate, tilted sitting or TV position 
and then to a fully reclined position in which the seat and 
back-rest are respectively inclined and reclined at a 
.greater angle so as to support the oceupant’s body in a 
position of complete relaxation, the legs being supported 
in an outstretched condition in front of the seat in both 
the intermediate and fully reclined positions. 
The provision of a recliner-rocker type chair of this 

type cannot be accomplished by the mere mounting of 
a reclining chair on a rocker base. In such an assembly 
there would be no coordination between the rocking and 
reclining functions, and the operation of the chair in cer 
tain positions will produce an uncontrollable instability 
which will prevent even the results achieved by the in 
dividual components used alone. Speci?cally, if the occu 
pant wished to rock in the upright sitting position, the 

. rocking movement would shift his weight rearwardly and 
the chair would tend to open up and recline during such 
rockinglmovement. This would cause the leg-rest to alter-' 
nately extend and retract in an undesirable manner as the 
chair was rocked back and forth. Similarly, if the occu 
pant wished merely to recline, he could not prevent some 
rocking movement. For example, in moving to the fully 
reclined position, the rearward shift of the occupant’s 
weight would cause the rocker member to turn rearwardly 
on the base resulting in a reclined position in which the 
chair is tilted much further back than in the normal fully 
reclined position of a reclining chair alone, and the posi 
tion may be so severe as to cause the chair to topple over 
rearwardly. 

It is the principal object of the present invention to pro 
vide a recliner-rocker chair which can perform perfectly 
all of the functions of a multiple position reclining chair 
and all of the functions of a rocker chair, eliminating the 
aforementioned di?iculties. 
Another object of the invention is to provide a recliner 

rocker chair of the type described which includes locking 
mechanism to lock the chair parts against reclining when 
it is desired to rock the chair and to lock the rocker assem 
bly of the chair when it is desired to recline. 
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Still another object of the invention is the provision of a ' 

recliner-rocker chair of the type described in which the 
aforementioned locking mechanism is either automatically 
actuated at the proper time or may be selectively actuated 
by the occupant by merely shifting his weight in the chair. 
A further object of the invention is to provide a chair 

having features which cannot be found in either a rocker 
chair or reclining chair alone, namely the ability of the 
chair to be locked automatically against rocking move 
ment when in the intermediate or TV position or to be 
selectively unlocked for rocking in this position. Also, 
the chair mechanism is such that it cannot be moved to 
the fully-reclined position until it is ?rst locked against 
rocking, so as to assure that the fully-reclined position is 
stable, the chair being prevented from becoming unbal 
anced in this position and possibly tipping over due to the 
rocker assembly. 

In accordance with an illustrative embodiment demon 
strating objects and features of the present invention there 
is provided a recliner-rocker chair which comprises a base, 
a chair arm frame mounted for rocking movement on the 
base, and ‘body-supporting means including a seat and 
back-rest mounted on the chair frame by linkage means 
for reclining movement relative to said frame from an 
upright sitting position to an intermediate, tilted sitting 
position and then to a fully reclined position. The chair 
also has a leg-rest mounted on the seat by a plurality of 
interconnected links, which linkage is extensible to move 
the leg-rest from a retracted position beneath the seat to 
an extended position forwardly of the seat in response 
to movement of the seat and back-rest to the intermedi 
ate, tilted sitting position. To permit the body-supporting 
structure to be rocked in the upright sitting position with 
out extension of the leg-rest, releasable locking means are 
provided for locking the seat and back-rest against reclin 
ing movement out of the upright sitting position. This 
releasable locking means includes retainer means normally 
located in a holding position in which it interconnects 
a plurality of links of the control linkage to prevent ex 
tension of the latter and retainer release means which 
operate in response to movement of the chair frame to a 
selected rocking position to move the retainer means out 
of the holding position and release the control linkage 
means for extension. 
The chair also includes a rocker locking assembly which 

automatically locks the chair arm frame against rocking 
movement when the chair is in the intermediate, tilted 
sitting position and in the fully-reclined position. This 
rocker locking assembly comprises hook means secured 
to the base, a hook link pivotally mounted on said rocker 
member and normally biased out of engagement with said 
hook means, and actuating means selectively operable 
when the chair is in the intermediate position for moving 
the hook link into locking engagement with the ‘hook 
means so that the rocker member is releasably locked to 
the base when the body-supporting structure is moved from 
the intermediate position to the fully-reclined position. 

Additional objects and advantages of the invention will 
become apparent during the course of the following de 
scription when taken in connection with the acompany 
ing drawings, in which: 
FIG. 1 is a side elevational view, with parts broken 

away and sectioned, showing the recliner-rocker chair of 
the present invention and illustrating the control linkage 
at one side of the chair which mounts the seat, back-rest 
on the chair arm frame; and also showing the reclining 
lock mechanism. The rocker lock mechanism is eliminated 
in this view for clarity. The chair is shown in the normal 
upright sitting position; 
FIG. 1A is a schematic diagram of the chair control 

. linkage in the upright sitting position of FIG. 1; 
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FIG. 2 is a side elevational view similar to FIG. 1, but 
showing the chair parts in an intermediate, tilted sitting 
position with the leg-rest in elevated, leg-supporting posi 
tion; and with the reclining lock mechanism removed for 
clarity of illustration; 
FIG. 3 is a side elevational view similar to FIG. 2 but 

showing the chair in a fully reclined position wherein the 
back-rest and seat have been angularly displaced relative 
to each other, with the leg-rest disposed in an elevated, 
leg-supporting position; 

FIG. 4 is an enlarged partial perspective view of the 
pivot pin mounting the carrier link on the chair arm 
frame; 

FIG. 5 is a partial cross-sectional view through the 
center front portion of the chair of FIG. 1, showing the 
rocker lock mechanism when the chair is in the upright 
sitting position; , 

FIG. 6 is a partial front elevational view showing the 
rocker lock mechanism when the chair is in the upright 
sitting position of FIG. 5; 
FIG. 7 is a partial side elevational view showing the 

rocker lock mechanism when the chair is in the unlocked 
intermediate or TV position; 

FIG. 8 is a partial side elevational view similar to FIG. 
7, but showing the rocker lock mechanism when the chair 
is in the locked intermediate or TV position; 

FIG. 9 is a partial side elevational view similar to FIG. 
8 but showing the rocker lock mechanism when the chair 
is in the fully reclined position. 

FIG. 10 is a fragmentary perspective View showing a 
portion of the steel angle bar forming part of the rocker 
lock assembly and a portion of the carrier link of the 
chair control linkage, and illustrating the manner in which 
these two parts are connected; 
FIG. 11 is an enlarged side elevational view, partly 

broken away and shown in section, of a modi?ed form 
of the rocker lock assembly, shown in the upright sitting 
position; 
FIG. 12 is a partial side elevational view showing the 

modi?ed rocker lock assembly of FIG. 11 in the unlocked 
intermediate or TV position; 
FIG. 13 is a partial side elevational view similar to 

FIG. 12 but showing the modi?ed rocker lock assembly in 
the locked intermediate TV position; 

FIG. 14A is an enlarged side elevational view of the 
locking link of the reclining lock means forming part of 
the chair shown in FIGS. 1-10; 

FIG. 14B is an enlarged rear end elevational view of 
the locking link shown in FIG. 14A; 
FIG. 14C is an enlarged bottom view of the locking 

link shown in FIG. 14A; and 
FIG. 14D is an enlarged perspective view of the lock 

ing link of FIG. 14A and its associated parts, with por 
tions broken away to reveal constructional details. 

Referring in detail to the drawings, and particularly to 
FIG. 1, it will be seen that the rocker chair comprises a 
base 10, a chair frame 12 mounted on base 10 and body 
supporting means 16 mounted on frame 12. 
The chair frame 12 comprises a pair of side frames 18 

and 20, the upper portions of which constitute the arms 
of the chair. The side frames 18 and 20 are spaced from 
each other and are interconnected by cross bars or braces 
22, 24 and 26. Secured to the cross bars 22 and 24 are a 
pair of spaced rocker members 28, each having a lower 
arcuate surface 30. The arcuate rocker surfaces 30'rest 
upon and engage the flat upper ‘surface 32 of base 10. 
At either side of the chair of the rocker members 28 

and base 10 carry respective L-shaped brackets 34 and 36 
between which are mounted a pair of tension springs 38 
and 40. The ends of the springs 38 and 40 are secured 
to the brackets 34 and 36, and the springs serve as means 
to connect the rocker member 28 with the base 10, to 
provide a force against which the chair frame may be 
rocked, and to bring the chair frame to a level position of 
equilibrium, as shown in FIG. 1. 
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The body-supporting means 16 includes a back-rest 42 

and a seat 44 mounted on the chair frame 12 for reclining 
and inclining movement respectively through a ?rst move 
ment phase from the normal sitting position illustrated in 
FIG. 1 to an intermediate, tilted sitting position illustrated 
in FIG. 2, and through a second movement phase from 
said intermediate, tilted sitting position through a succes 
sion of reclining positions to a fully-reclined position il 
lustrated in FIG. 3. 
A leg-rest 46 is disposed beneath the seat 44 and 

mounted for movement between the stored, retracted posi 
tion beneath seat 44, shown in FIG. 1, and the extended 
leg-supporting position forwardly of seat 44 shown in 
FIGS. 2 and 3. As will be presently described, the move 
ment of the leg-rest 46 is coordinated with that of the 
body-supporting means 16 in such a manner that when 
the body-supporting means moves through the ?rst mo 
tion phase, the leg-rest is actuated to bring it to the ex 
tended leg-supporting position. During the second mo 
tion phase, however, the leg-rest is no longer actuated so 
that it remains in the extended leg-supporting position, 
substantially immovable relative to the forward portion 
of the seat. 
A hardware ?xture in the nature of a linkage mechanism 

is provided at each side of the chair and includes a mount 
ing bracket 48 af?xed to the back-rest 42, a mounting 
bracket 50 a?ixed to the seat 44, and a mounting bracket 
52 a?ixed to the leg-rest 46. The seat mounting bracket 50 
includes a rearwardly-extending rigid hanger ar-m 50a 
which is connected to the back-rest 42 through its mount 
ing bracket 48 at a seat pivot 54. 
The back-rest 42 is provided with a rear guiding link 

56 which is pivotally mounted at 60 on the chair frame 
12 and is pivotally connected at 62 to the central portion 
of back-rest mounting bracket 48. An intermediate link 58 
constituting a ?rst movement holding link, is connected by 
pivot 64 to a forwardly projecting extension 48a of bracket 
48, and is mounted upon a second movement linkage 
which is stationary during the ?rst motion phase. This sec 
ond movement linkage comprises a carrier link 66 ex- I 
tending longitudinally beneath the seat and back-rest, and 
a pair of links 68 and 70. The carrier link 66 is pivotally 
mounted at its rear end on the chair frame 12 by a stud 
pin 72 which spaces the link 66 inwardly from the chair 
frame 12 as shown in FIG. 4. Near its forward end the 
link 66 rests upon a stop pin 74. The second movement 
link 68 is mounted by pivot 76 upon the chair frame 12, 
the other end of said link 68 being connected by pivot 
78 to the free end of the holding link 58. The connecting 
link 70 is pivoted at 80 to the carrier link 66, and its lower 
end is pivotally connected at 82 to an intermediate por 
tion of link 68. 
The seat 44 is guided for movement during the ?rst 

motion phase by a front guiding link 84 which constitutes 
one arm of a bell-crank lever. The front guiding link 84 
has a pivotal mount 86 at its lower end on a bracket 88 
secured to the forward end of the carrier link 66. The 
other end of the link 84 is connected by pivot 90 to the 
forward portion of seat mounting bracket 50. 
The leg-rest 46 is mounted for movement from the re 

tracted position of FIG. 1 to the extended and elevated 
leg-supporting positions illustrated in FIGS. 2 and 3 by a 
leg-rest mounting linkage designated generally by the 
reference numeral 92. Said leg-rest mounting linkage 92 
includes a ?rst pair of links 94, 96 having a pivotal inter 
connection 98 at their adjacent ends, a second pair of 
links 100, 102 having a pivotal connection 104 at their 
adjacent ends, and ‘a third pair of links 106, 108 having 
a pivotal connection 110 at their adjacent ends. The link 
94 constitutes an angular extension of the front guiding 
link 84, forming the bell-crank lever therewith and having 
the pivotal ‘mount 90 on seat 44. The link 96 of the ?rst 
link pair crosses over the link 100 of the second link 
pair and is connected thereto by pivot 112 at the crossing 
over point. The forward end of the link 96 of the ?rst 
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link pair has a pivotal connection 114 to the link 106 of 
the third link pair. The link 106 crosses over the link 
102 of the second link pair and has a pivotal connection 
116 thereto. The link 108 of the third link pair has a 
pivotal connection ‘118 at its forward end to an inter 
mediate point on the leg-rest 46. The link 100 of the sec 
ond link pairhas a pivotal connection 120 at its upper 
end to the forward end of the seat mounting bracket 50, 
while the link 102 of the second link pair has ‘a pivotal 
connection 122 at its forward end to the upper end of the 
leg-rest 46. ‘ 

It will thus be‘ seen that the leg-rest mounting linkage 
92 is of the lazy-tong type wherein a turning movement 
of the link 94 in a direction to move the pivotal connec 
tion 98 toward pivot 120 is effective to extend such lazy 
tong linkage to move the leg-rest 46 to the extended 
position of FIG. 2. Speci?cally, during the ?rst motion 
phase, the front guiding link 84 turns in a clockwise direc 
tion, as Viewed in FIGS. 1 and 2, about its relatively sta 
tionary pivotal mount 86 in response to the rearward 
movement of the seat 44 to actuate the leg-rest mounting 
linkage by bringing about a corresponding clockwise 
turning movement of link 94 about its'pivotal mount 90 
on the seat. 

A detailed explanation of the operation of the chair 
in the reclining movement is as follows: 
When the occupant in the ‘chair leans against the back 

rest 42, the body-supporting means 16 is displaced rear 
wardly and downwardly relative to the chair frame 12 
with substantially no angular displacement between the 
back-rest 42 and seat 44. During this ?rst motion phase, 
the ‘rear guiding link 56 turns rearwardly, guiding the 
back-rest 42 rearwardly with a slight amount of down 
ward movement. The seat 44 is drawn rearwardly with 
the back-rest through its rear pivotal connection 54 there. 
with, and the forward portion of the seat is guided by 
front guiding link 84. The holding link 58 also turns as 
the rear guide link 56 turns and acts in such :a manner 
that the angle between the seat and back-rest is main 
tained'substantially unchanged. The carrier link 66 re 
mains stationary resting upon the stop pin 74, the links 
68 and 70 likewise remaining stationary. 
The rearward movement of seat 44 during the ?rst 

motion phase imparts a turning movement to the bell 
crank lever 84, 94 about stationary pivot 86, expanding 
the lazy-tong mounting linkage 92 and moving the leg 
rest 46 to its extended, leg-supporting position of FIG. 2 
in 'which it is spaced forwardly of the seat 44 and is 
substantially :at the level of the forward end thereof. 
The end of the ?rst motion phase is'established when 

the rear guiding link 56 engages the stop pin 72, vwhich 
acts ‘as a stop to prevent the seat and back-rest from 
moving rearwardly relative to the arm frame. When this 
occurs, the body-supporting means 16 is in the interme 
diate, tilted sitting position of FIG. 2, with the leg-rest 
fully extended, and the chair is in position to support the 
occupant comfortably in a sitting position with out 
stretched legs, suitable for reading, viewing television, 
etc. The leg-rest 46 is maintained extended owing to the 
lowered position of seat 44. 

If the occupant of the chair desires a more fully re~ 
clined position for complete relaxation, he now merely 
:applies further rearward pressure against the back-rest 
42 and the body-supporting means moves in a second mo 
tion phase. During such movement, back-rest 42 pivots 
about its pivotal mount 62 on the stationary rear guide 
link 56, ‘raising link 58, which in turn raises link 70 
through link 68. Link 70 in turn pushes upwardly on the 
intermediate portion of carrier link 66. The carrier link 
66 turns'upwardly about its pivotal mount 72 on the 
chair frame 12, its forward end rising from the stop 74 
and raising the forward end of the seat 44 through front 
guiding link 84. 
A comparison of FIGS. 2 and 3 will show that the 

seat 44 has inclined during the second motion phase and 

10 

15 

20 

25 

30 

35 

40 

45 

50 

55 

60 

65 

70 

75 

6 
the backrest 42 has appreciably reclined, increasing the 
included angle between seat and back-seat, so that in the 
position of FIG. 3, the body-supporting means is fully 
reclined for maximum relaxation of the occupant. The 
leg-rest 46 has maintained substantially the same posi 
tion relative to the forward end of the seat that it as 
sumed in the position of FIG. 2 since there is no appre 
ciable movement of the seat relative to the front guide 
link 84. The end of the second motion phase is estab 
lished by a holding action of the rocker lock assembly as 
will be described hereinafter. 
When the chair occupant desires to restore the chair 

to the upright sitting position of FIG. l,- he shifts his 
weight forwardly and applies downward pressure of his 
legsupon the leg-rest such that the back-rest, seat and 
leg-rest move through a reverse sequence, with the chair 
?rst moving into the intermediate, tilted sitting position 
of FIG. 2 and then returning to the upright sitting posi 
tion of FIG. 1. 

It will be‘aappreciated that when the body-supporting 
means is. in the fully-reclined position of FIG. 3, if the 
chair frame 12 were now rocked on the base 10 by means 
of rocker member 28, the center of gravity of the occu 
pant and the body-supporting means would be shifted too 
far rearwardly and the chair would tend to topple over. 
On the other hand, if the reclining mechanism were free 
to operate when the chair is rocked in the upright sitting 
position of FIG. 1, the leg-rest would tend to extend and 
retract successively in coordination with the rocking move 
ment. Consequently, an important feature of this inven 
tion resides in means for automatically locking the rock 
ing assembly against movement when the body-support 
ing means is in the fully-reclined position, and means for 
automatically but releasably locking the reclining mecha 
nism against actuation when the chair is in the upright 
sitting position so that the rocking assembly may be ac 
tuated. For convenience, these locking arrangements are 
illustrated in FIGS. 5-14 and will be described separately. 
For clarity of illustration, the rocker locking arrange 
ments are not shown in FIGS. l-3, nor is the reclining 
mechanism shown in FIGS. 5-14. It will be understood 
that while the hardware ?xtures constituting the reclin 
ing mechanisms are located at the opposite sides of the 
chair, the rocker locking mechanisms are located cen 
trally in the chair to avoid interference with such ?xtures. 

It is additionally desirable to locate the locking mecha 
nisms centrally in the chair because such location ob 
viates a problem of coordination which would occur if 
a similar locking mechanism were located on each side 
of the chair. The rocker cams of the chair tend to slide 
slightly upon the base and this movement would be suf 
?cient to cause skewing and misalignment of a pair of 
locking mechanisms located on the sides of the chair. 
Such misalignment, of course, cannot occur where a sin 
gle locking mechanism is located centrally in the chair. 

Reclining lock assembly 
The chair illustrated herein may be blocked against 

reclining movement out of the upright sitting position of 
FIG. 1 by locking means such as that shown in FIGS. 1 
and 1A and in more detail in FIGS. 14A, 14B, 14C and 
14D. 
FIGS. 1, 1A, 2 ‘and 3 show a locking link 130 mounted 

within the leg-rest mounting linkage 92 and having an 
integral depending striker link 132 which engages the 
b-ase'10 when the chair is rocked forwardly. The link 130, 
shown in detail in FIGS. 14A-l4D has at its rear end 
portion a pivot hole 134 journalled on an elongated pin 
or rivet 136, with a compression spring 138 located be 
neath the head of rivet 136 to take up the slack between 
the head of the rivet 136 and the link 130 so that the 
latter is held normal to the axis of the rivet 136. At its 
forward end portion, the link 130 has a struck-out angu 
lar lug 140 forming an opening 142. Above the pivot 
hole 134, link 130 is provided with a cut-out which en 
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gages a stop pin 148 on link 94 to limit the rotary travel 
of link 130 about its pivot at 146. As shown FIG. 1, the 
end 146 of rivet 136 is secured to an intermediate portion 
of the leg-rest mounting link 94, to pivotally mount the 
link 130 on said link 94. 
The pivot 116, interconnecting the links 102 and 106 

of the leg-rest linkage is in the form of a stub shaft pro 
jecting inwardly from the link 102 and aligned with the 
slot 142 in the link 130 when the chair is in the upright 
sitting position of FIG. 1. Tension of the spring 138 
between the head 136a of rivet 136 and the link 130 urges 
said link 130 outwardly against link 94 on which it is 
mounted, and the link 130 is thus normally held in a 
plane parallel to the rest of the links of the leg-rest mount 
ing linkage 92. The stub shaft 116 is therefore normally 
located within the slot 142 in the upright sitting position 
of FIG. 1, and the chair is thus normally locked against 
reclining movement due to the fact that the leg-rest link 
age is blocked against expansion by locking link 130 and 
the seat and back-rest linkage is therefore also blocked 
against rearward movement. The chair frame 12 can 
therefore be rocked upon the base runner 10 without any 
reclining movement of the seat, back-rest or leg-rest in 
advertently taking place. 
To unlock the reclining mechanism, the occupant sim 

ply rocks the chair all the way forward so that the striker 
link 132 engages the top surface of base 10. An upward 
force is therefore applied to the locking link 130, and as 
its free end pivots upwardly, the inclined leg 140a of the 
struck-out lug 140 engages the stub shaft 116, camming 
the locking link 130 toward the center of the chair 
against the tension of spring 138, so that the stub shaft 
116 disengages the slot 142, the spring 138 realigning the 
link 130 and the locking link 130 consequently resting 
upon the top of stub shaft 116. The leg-rest linkage is 
thus unlocked so that the chair may be reclined in the 
manner previously described. 

During extending movement of the leg-rest, the locking 
link 130 drops off the steel shaft 116 as the latter is carried 
forward by the expanding leg-rest linkage, as shown in 
FIG. 2. 
When the chair is returned to the upright sitting position 

and the leg-rest retracted, the chair is automatically 
locked again against rearward movement. During such 
leg-rest retracting movement, the stub shaft 116 is car 
ried rearwardly by the closing leg-rest linkage until it 
strikes the front portion 131 of link 130, this portion 131 
being bent at an angle so that the-locking link 130 is 
cammed inwardly, the slot 142 of the locking link moving 
over the top of stub shaft 116 and receiving the latter in 
locked engagement. 

Rocker-locking and control assembly 

Means are also provided to lock the chair against rock 
ing movement while it is reclined in the fully reclined 
position, and also, if desired, in the intermediate, tilted 
sitting position. 
The locking and control assembly, shown in FIGS. 

5-11, comprises four basic sub-assemblies, namely a base 
bracket assembly 150, a hook link assembly 152, a 
second movement locking angle assembly 154, and an 
actuating ‘assembly 156. The base bracket assembly 150 
comprises a base bracket 158 secured, as by bolting, to 
the front cross rail 10a of base 10. The base bracket 158, 
shown most clearly in FIG. 7, has a bottom jaw 158a de 
?ning a slot 158b, a top forwardly-facing hook portion 
1580, and a front control surface 158d. A ?nger link 160 
is mounted by pivot 162 on base bracket 158 immediately 
above the slot 158b,1a stop 164 on base bracket 158 limit 
ing the downward pivoting movement of ?nger link 160 
and normally maintaining said ?nger link in the position 
shown in FIGS. 5 and 7 in which the bottom forward 
end of ?nger link 160 extends partially within the mouth 
of slot 15%. 

10 

15 

20 

25 

30 

35 

40 

45 

50 

55 

60 

65 

70 

75 

8 
r The hook link assembly 152 comprises a pair of spaced 
hook links 166, shown best in FIGS. 6, 7 and 8, con 
nected at their top ends by a hook pin 168, and at their 
bottom ends by a pin and roller assembly 170. Each 
hook link 166 is mounted intermediate its ends by pivot 
172 to a mounting bracket 174 secured to the cross bar 
22 of the rocker member 28. Immediately above pivot 
172, each hook link 166 is formed with a cut-out 176 
forming a sequencing hook. As shown in FIG. 5, a spring 
178 is connected to a post 180 on one of the hook links 
166 and to a post 182 on a corresponding part of mount 
ing bracket 174. FIG. 6 shows a post 180 mounted on 
each hook link 166 and a pair of posts 182 on mounting 
bracket 174 for the mounting of a pair of springs 178, if 
desired, although a single spring 178 may be adv-an 
tageously used. Spring 178 is preferably a helical spring 
and is bent into a U-shape as shown in FIG. 5, thus pro 
ducing a comparatively constant spring force regardless 
of de?ection. The spring 178, therefore, urges the bot 
toms of the hook links 166 forwardly or in -a clockwise 
direction as viewed in FIG. 5 with substantially constant 
force throughout the range of travel of said hook links. 

While it is possible to construct the hook link assembly 
with a single book link and mounting bracket, it is pre 
ferred to provide a pair of spaced hook links which 
straddle the base bracket 158, as shown. 
The second movement locking angle assembly 154 is 

located immediately above the hook link assembly 152. 
It includes a pair of angle brackets 88 rigidly connected 
at each side of the chair to the forward end of the carrier 
links 66, as previously described, and an angle iron 184 
rigidly connected beneath the two brackets 88 and ex 
tending transversely across the chair as indicated in FIGS. 
6 and 10. At the center of the angle iron 184, a second 
movement stop link 186 is rigidly secured, this link 186 
depending between the two hook lines 166, as shown in 
FIG. 6. The stop link 186 has a control surface 186a on 
its forward edge (FIG. 9), and is formed with a stop 
hook 186b at its bottom end. 
The actuating assembly 156 includes a seat bracket 188 

secured to the lower surface of the front cross rail 44a of 
seat 44, as shown in FIG. 5, and a rod 190 connected by 
pivot 192 to bracket 188. The rod 190 extends within a 
tube 194 and is telescopically slidable therein. The tube 
194 is connected by pivot 196 to one of the hook links 
166, such that a rearward force exerted on said tube will 
tend to turn hook links 166 in a counterclockwise direc 
tion as viewed in FIGS. 5, 7 and 8 thereby moving the 
roller rearwardly. A spring 198 serves as a resilient en 
gaging means between rod 190 and tube 194. 
The operation of the locking and control assembly is 

as follows: 
When the reclining locking link 130 is disengaged, and 

the occupant pushes rearwardly to actuate the reclining 
mechanism, the seat 44 moves rearwardly in the manner 
previously explained, carrying with it the seat bracket 188 
and rod 190, the latter sliding telescopically within tube 
194, thus compressing spring 198. At a predetermined 
point before the chair reaches the intermediate, tilted 
sitting position of FIG. 2, the tension of compressed spring 
198 overcomes the biasing force of spring 178 so that the 
tube 194 is urged rearwardly, turning the hook links 166 
about pivot 172 in a counterclockwise direction as viewed 
in FIGS. 5 and 7, but only to such an extent that the 
roller 170 engages the front control surface 158d of base 
bracket 158. Since the rearward movement of the seat 
during the ?rst motion phase shifts the weight of the 
occupant rearwardly, the rocker member 28 will rock 
back slightly on the base 10 as compared to its normal 
position when the chair is in the upright sitting position. 
Due to this rearward tilting of rocker member 28 and 
chair frame 12 carried thereby the hook links 166 are 
carried upwardly a short distance, as shown in FIG. 7, 
and since they are also turned counterclockwise, as pre 
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viously described, their lower roller 170 remains in con 
tact with the front control surface 158d on the base bracket 
158 above the ?nger link 160. 
When the chair reaches the intermediate, tilted sitting 

position, with the rocker member 28 disposed at the in 
clination shown in FIG. 7, the locking assembly parts are 
correspondingly in the position shown. Thus, the rocker 
locking mechanism is primed for engagement, but the 
chair is still free to rock, and the chair frame and its 
attached rocker member 28 stabilize on the base 10 at a 
position rearwardly of the normal point of stabilization 
when the chair is in the upright sitting position. In this 
unlocked intermediate, tilted sitting position of FIG. 7, 
although the actuating spring 198 is fully compressed and 
the roller 170 is urged rearwardly, the occupant may rock 
the chair with his feet supported outstretched by the ex? 
tended leg-rest, the roller 170 merely rolling along the 
front control surface 158d of base plate 158 without 
obstructing the rocking motion. 

If the occupant wishes to lock the chair against rocking 
in the intermediate position, he merely rocks the chair 
frame 12 forwardly a greater distance than for normal 
rocking, as for example, by leaning forwardly. As the 
chair frame rocks forwardly, the hook links 166 are low 
ered thereby, and the roller 170 reaches the lower end of 
the front cam surface 158d of base bracket 158, then rides 
over the end of ?nger link 160, and is moved into slot 
158b by the action of compressed spring 198, being re 
tained by the bottom jaw 158a of base bracket 158. This 
locked intermediate position is shown in FIG. 9, the rocker 
member 28 now being rigidly coupled to the base 10 by 
hook links 166, so that the chair frame cannot rock on 
the base. It will be observed that in reaching this position, 
the rocker member 28 is held level on the base 10, having 
the same attitude which it assumed normally in the up 
right sitting position of FIGS. 1 and 5. , 

If the occupant in this locked intermediate position of 
FIG. 9 wishes to release the rocker locking mechanism 
so that he may rock as before, he simply retracts the leg 
rest 46 slightly by applying downward pressure of his 
legs thereon and allowing the seat 44 to move slightly 
forwardly. Forward movement of the seat reduces the 
tension on spring 198 and enables springs 178 to urge 
the hook links 166 in a clockwise direction so as to move 
roller 170 out of engagement with base bracket slot 15811. 
In addition, the forward movement of the seat also shifts 
the weight of the occupant forwardly, relieving the pres 
sure of the roller 170 against the upper surface of base 
bracket slot 158!) so that the roller 170 is free to swing 
forwardly out of engagement with the base bracket 158. 
When the chair is then again returned to the intermediate 
position by moving the seat rearwardly, the roller 170 will 
again engage-the cam surface 158d of base bracket 158, 
and the parts again assume the unlocked intermediate posi 
tion shown in FIG. 7. From this position, the chair may, 
of course, be returned to the upright sitting, position of 
FIG. 5, in which position the rocker locking mechanism 
is completely disengaged and the chair may be rocked 
freely. 

It will be appreciated that the ?nger link 160 acts to de 
lay the engagement of the rocker locking assembly when 
the chair is rocked while in the intermediate position, so 
that the rocker will be locked only when it is so desired by 
the occupant. Speci?cally, the free end of ?nger link 160 , 
tends to drop by its own weight, and the ?nger link is 
normally held in the position shown in FIG. 7, by the stop 
164. In this position it partially overlaps the slot 15812 
and its forward edge acts as a continuation of the base 
bracket front control surface 158d. Thus, to enter slot 
15811, the roller 170 must not only pass over the upper 
forward corner of the slot 158b, but must also pass over 
the lower forward corner of the ?nger link 160. As a re 
sult, the occupant must rock the chair frame further for 

- wardly than would otherwise be the case in order to engage 
the rocker locking means. On the other hand, it is easy 
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for the rocker locking means to disengage; when the roller 
170 is moved forwardly toward the open end of slot 158b, 
the ?nger link 160 pivots upwardly clear of said slot, and 
the roller may move forwardly and upwardly, as it is 
turned about pivot 172, until it is free of said slot 158b. 
The ?nger link 160 also serves to prevent premature en 
gagement of the roller 170 in slot 154]; when the chair 
is moved from the upright sitting position of FIG. 5 to 
the intermediate position of FIG. 7. In summary, the ?nger 
link acts to regulate the engaging characteristics of the 
rocker lock and the range of rocking movement of the 
chair in'the intermediate position while at the same time 
its action allows easy and smooth disengagement of the 
roller 170. 

It will also be observed that in the upright sitting posi 
tion of FIG. 5, the angle iron 184 is located within the 
hooks 176 of hook links 166 and maintained therein by 
the angular disposition of said hook links. During the ?rst 
phase of movement of the chair and any subsequent rock 
ing movement in the intermediate position, the hooks 176 
continue to retain the angle iron 184 by reason of the 
fact that roller 170 rides along the cam surface 158d of 
base bracket 158, said cam surface preventing the hook 
links 166 from turning in a counterclockwise direction 
as is necessary to release the angle iron 184. Even in the 
unlocked, intermediate position of FIG. 7, the books 176 
still retain said angle iron. The hooks 176 therefore serve 
as sequencing means to prevent the premature movement 
of the chair in the second-motion phase, since the angle 
iron 184 is secured to the forward ends of the carrier links 
66 which must move upwardly if the chair is to move in 
the second motion phase. It is only when the chair is in 
the locked, intermediate position of FIG. 8 that the roller 
170 enters slot 158b, moving hook links 166 in a counter 
clockwise direction until hooks 176 move clear of angle 
iron 184 and free the reclining linkage for movement of 
the chair to the fully-reclined position. The base bracket 
top hook 158a prevents roller 170 from rising over the 
top of base bracket 158 which could cause jamming of 
the mechanism or possible disengagement of angle iron 
184 from slot 176. - 

In the locked intermediate position of FIG. 8, the oc 
cupant may now cause the chair to move through the sec 
ond motion phase to the fully-reclined position shown in 
FIGS‘. 3 and 9. Since the angle iron 184 is released by the 

. hook links 166, thecarrier links 66 are free to turn up 
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ward about pivots 72, causing the chair to follow the sec 
ond motion phase as previously described. As the chair 
reaches the fully reclined position, the hook 186_b on the 
second movement stop link 186 engages and grasps the 
hook pin 168 joining the top ends of the stationary hook 
links 166, and further rearward tilting movement of the 
seat and back-rest is prevented. During the second motion 
phase the rocker 28, of course, remains locked to the base 
10 in a level position by engagement of the hook links 
166 with base bracket 158, and the chair cannot rock back 
to increase its inclination. 

It will be appreciated that since the front end of seat 
44 rises during the second motion phase, the rod 190 slides 
outwardly of tube 194 and the spring-198 is decompressed. 
This would normally permit the tension of springs 178 to 
move hook links 166 in a clockwise direction so as to re 
lease roller 170 from the base bracket slots 168b, were it 
not for the friction force which keeps the roller pressed 
against the upper surface of the slots 158. In addition, 
the mechanism is constructed to prevent such untimely 
release of the hook links. Speci?cally, the hook links 166 
and angle iron 184 are so arranged that the rear edges of 
the hook links above the slots 176 engage the front edge 
of the angle iron if there is any tendency for the hook 
links to turn clockwise during the early part of the second 
motion phase. Further, after the angle iron has risen above 
the ‘hook links during the last portion of the second motion 
phase, the pin 168 at the upper portions of hook links 166 
will engage the forward control surface 186a of second 
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movement stop link 186 to prevent any tendency of the 
hook links to turn clockwise. Thus, the hook link roller 
170 is held in positive engagement with the base bracket 
slot 158b throughout the second motion phase and no 
accidental disengagement can take place. Conversely, in 
returning to the intermediate position, the angle iron 184 
must be in position to be received within slot 176 and 
therefore locked against upward movement before the 
roller 170 may be moved from slot 158a to release the 
rocker for rocking movement. 

It will thus be apparent that the combination of parts 
as shown provide positive, foolproof control over the 
functions of the chair, which functions are selectively 
governed by the occupant with comparative ease or else 
are performed completely automatically. The chair may 
be rocked in the upright sitting position or may be re 
clined from such position; it may be locked against rock 

' ing in the intermediate position or may be unlocked and 
rocked in such position; and the chair cannot be brought 
to a reclined position until it is ?rst locked from rocking 
in the intermediate position, so that it is impossble for 
the chair to tilt rearwardly on the rocker while it is in a 
reclined position. 

It will be observed that the chair has two discrete and 
different intermediate tilted sitting positions. In the ?rst 
of these the rocker member 28 is locked in the level 
position shown in FIGS. 2 and 8 and the occupant’s body 
is tilted only slightly while his legs are outstretched. This 
corresponds to the customary intermediate, tilted sitting 
position or TV position of conventional multiple position 
reclining chairs without the rocking feature. In the other 
intermediate position shown in FIG. 7, the rocker mem 
ber 28 is unlocked and is tilted more rearwardly to an 
equilibrium position, so that the occupant’s body is in 
clined to a greater extent to a more relaxed position ap 
propriate for slightly more sedentary occupation than 
watching television, reading, etc. 

FIGS. 11 to 13 illustrate a modi?ed form of rocker 
locking assembly similar to that previously described 
except that the actuating assembly is constructed for 
manual actuation. Since many of the chair parts and 
rocker locking assembly parts are identical to those previ 
ously described, like reference numerals are employed. 

This modi?ed structure includes a base bracket 158’ 
similar to the base bracket 158 previously described, ex 
cept that the top hook portion 1580’ is differently shaped. 
The base bracket 158’ has at its lower end a slot 158k’, 
but in this instance, the ?nger link 160 is omitted from 
the base bracket 158’ above the slot 158b’, since it is 
not required in the manual operation of the modi?ed 
actuating assembly. One or two hook links 166' are again 
employed as previously described, and are shown having 
the pin and roller assembly 170’ at their lower ends, 
although a cross bar or pin alone would serve in this 
instance. At their top ends, the hook links 166’ are formed 
with ?at top ends which are interconnected by a cross 
bar which serves the same purpose as the hook pin 168 
of the previously described embodiment, namely to re 
ceive and retain the hook 186b of the second movement 
stop link 186 at the end of the second motion phase. 

Instead of the coil springs 178, one or a pair of wire 
torsion springs 204 is used to urge the hook links 166’ in 
a clockwise direction. Each spring 204 has a central loop 
204a surrounding the pivot 172 which mounts the respec 
tive hook link 166’ on the mounting bracket 174, an arm 
204b anchored to the mounting bracket 174, and an arm 
2040 grasping the forward edge of hook link 166' above 
pivot 172. 
A telescopically arranged rod 206 and tube 208 are 

again employed, these being generally similar to the rod 
190 and tube 194 previously described, except that the 
tube 208 is longer and has a closed bottom end containing 
a resilient member such as a small rubber cushion 210, 
as shown in FIG. 11. The rod has a perpendicular termi 
nal extension 212 which extends within an enlarged cir 

25 

35 

40 

45 

50 

55 

60 

65 

70 

75 

12 
cular opening 214 in a toggle link 216 to provide a loose 
pivotal connection therewith. The toggle link 216 is piv 
otally mounted intermediate its ends on a seat bracket 
218 secured to the lower surface of the front cross rail 
44a of seat 44. This pivotal mount is provided by an angu 
lar handle member 220 journalled in an opening 222 in 
seat bracket 218 and secured to the toggle link 216 in 
such a manner that manual turning movement of the 
handle member 220 will cause corresponding turning 
movement of toggle link 216. The toggle link 216 has an 
angular front edge surface 216a. The tube 208 is mounted 
by pivot 196 on one of the hook links 166' below pivot 
172. 
FIG. 11 shows the position of the modi?ed locking 

assembly in the upright sitting position. The spring 204 
is urging the hook link 166’ in a clockwise direction so 
that its cut-out portion 176' engages and holds the angle 
iron 184 secured to the forward ends of carrier links 66. 
The lower ends of the hook links 166’ are spaced for 
wardly of the front control surface 158d’ of base bracket 
158'. Because of the position of the seat bracket 218 
relative to the hook links 166, the toggle link 216 forms 
with rod 206 the obtuse angle shown in FIG. 11. It will 
be noted that in this embodiment, there is no spring 
between tube 208 and rod 206, so that the actuating as 
sembly is not pre-loaded as in the previous embodiment. 
In this position the end of rod 206 within tube 208 is 
spaced above the rubber cushion 210. 
When the seat 44 moves rearwardly in the ?rst motion 

phase to the intermediate tilted sitting position, the seat 
bracket 218 is carried closer to the hook links 216, so that 
the rod 206 slides further within the tube 208. At the 
intermediate tilted sitting position, the rod reaches the 
bottom of tube 208, and its free end lightly engages the 
rubber cushion 210, but not suf?ciently to exert signi?cant 
rearward pressure upon tube 208. 

FIG. 12 illustrates the position of the locking assembly 
parts when the chair reaches the intermediate, tilted sit 
ting position. The rocker member 28 is slightly inclined, 
and is still unlocked from the base 10. Because of the 
rearward movement of the seat and its seat bracket 218, 
the angle between the toggle link 216 and the rod 206 
vhas become more acute. The chair is free to rock, and 
spring 204 holds the roller 170’ of hook links 166’ for 
wardly of base bracket 158'. The chair cannot be brought 
to the fully tilted position from this unlocked intermedi 
ate position of FIG. 12 because the cut-out portion 176' 
of the hook links 166' engage and hold the angle iron 184 
carried by the forward ends of carrier links 66. 

If the occupant now wishes to move the chair parts to 
the fully reclined position, he leans forwardly, reaching 
beneath the forward end of the seat 44 and grasps handle 
220. 

This forward leaning of the occupant shifts the center 
of gravity so that the chair frame rocks forwardly and 
the lower end of the hook links 166’ are brought into 
alignment with the slot 15812’ at the bottom of base 
bracket 158'. Turning of the handle 220 in a clockwise 
direction moves toggle link 216 in the same direction so 
that it is axially-aligned with the rod 206, as shown in 
FIG. 13. Such movement of toggle link 216 produces a 
toggle action, moving rod 206 further within tube 208 
until it fully compresses the rubber cushion 210 and 
exerts a rearward force against the bottom of tube 208. 
This rearward force upon tube 208 is transmitted to the 
hook link 166’ at pivot 196, causing the hook links to 
turn about pivot 172 in a counter-clockwise direction 
against the biasing force of spring 204. This turning move 
ment of hook links 166’ releases the angle iron 184, and 
also moves roller 170' into the slot 158b’ of base bracket 
158'. The rocker member 28 is therefore locked against 
rocking, and the seat and back-rest are free to move to 
the fully reclined position. 

In the toggle position of link 216, shown in FIG. 13, 
the angular front edge portion 216a of toggle link 216 is 
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in ?ush abutment with the base of seat bracket 218, act 
ing as a stop to prevent the toggle link 216 from turning 
past the in-line toggle position. . 
When the occupant returns from the fully-reclined posi 

tion to the intermediate position, he must manually move 
handle 220 to move the toggle link 216 out of in-line 
toggle position, before the chair can be rocked. Alter 
nately, the seat and back-restycan be brought back to the 
upright sitting position, the leg rest automatically unlock 
ing the toggle by virtue of the rearward contact of the 
back to the leg rest with the handle 220. (See FIG. 11.) 
While preferred embodiments‘of the invention have 

been shown and described herein, it is obvious that nu 
merous omissions, changes and additions may be made in 
such embodiments without departing from the spirit and 
scope of the invention. 
What I claim is: 
1. A recliner-rocker chair comprising a base, a chair 

arm frame having a rocker member engaging said base 
to rock thereon, a body-supporting structure including a 
seat and back-rest, linkage mean-s movably mounting said 
seat and back-rest on said chair arm frame for move 
ment relative to the latter from an upright sitting posi 
tion to an intermediate, tilted sitting position and then to 
a fully~reclined position, a leg-rest, a leg-rest mounting 
linkage including a plurality of interconnected leg-rest 
links mounting said leg-rest on said seat and extensible 
to move said leg-rest from a retracted position beneath 
the seat to an extended position forwardly of the seat in 
response to movement of said seat and back-rest from 
said upright sitting position to said intermediate, tilted 
sitting position, and releasable locking means for locking 
said seat and back-rest against reclining movement out of 
said upright sitting position, whereby the body-supporting 
structure may be rocked in the upright sitting position 
without extension of the leg-rest, said releasable locking 
means including latch means normally located in a hold 
ing position in which it interconnects a plurality of links 
of said leg-rest linkage to prevent extension of the latter, 
and latch release means engageable with the chair base 
when the chair arm frame is rocked forwardly a substan 
tial distance from its upright sitting position to move‘said 
latch means out of said holding position and release said 
leg-rest linkage for extension. 

2. A recliner-rocker chair comprising a base, a chair 
arm frame having a rocker member engaging said base 
to rock thereon, a body-supporting structure including a 
seat and back-rest, linkage means movably mounting said 
seat and back-rest on said chair arm frame for move 
ment relative to the latter from an upright sitting posi 
tion to an intermediate, tilted sitting position and then to 
a fully-reclined position, a leg-rest, a leg-rest ‘mounting 
linkage including a plurality of interconnected leg-rest 
links mounting said leg-rest on'said seat and extensible 
to move said'leg-rest from a retracted position beneath 
the seat to an extended position forwardly of the seat in 
response to movement of said seat and back-rest from 
said upright sitting position to said intermediate, tilted 
sitting position, and releasable locking means for locking 
said seat and back-rest against reclining movement out of 
said upright sitting position, whereby the body-supporting 
structure may be rocked in the upright sitting position 
without extension of the leg-rest, said releasable locking 
means including a locking link mounted upon one of said 
leg-rest links and automatically engageable in locking rela 
tionship with at least one other leg-rest link when the 
chair is in the upright sitting position with the leg-rest 
retracted, whereby to lock said leg-rest linkage against 
extension, and a release member carried by said locking 
link and positioned to engage the chair base when the 
chair arm frame is rocked forwardly from its upright 
sitting position to move said locking link out of locking 
relationship with said other leg-rest link and thereby re 
lease said leg-rest linkage for expansion. - 
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3. A recliner-rocker chair comprising a base, a chair 
arm frame having a rocker member engaging said base to 
rock thereon, a body-supporting structure including a seat 
and back-rest, linkage means movably mounting said seat 
and back-rest on said chair arm framefor movement 
relative to the latter from an upright sitting position to an 
intermediate, tilted sitting position and then to a fully 
reclined position, a leg-rest, a leg~rest mounting linkage 
including a plurality of leg-rest links interconnected in 
a lazy tong arrangement mounted at one end on said seat 
and mounting the leg-rest of the other end and extensible 
to move said leg-rest from a retracted position beneath 
the seat to an extended position forwardly of the seat in 
response to movement of said seat and back-rest from said 
upright sitting position to said intermediate, tilted sitting 
position, and releasable locking means for locking said 
seat and balck-rest against reclining movement out of said 
upright sitting position, whereby the body-supporting 
structure may be rocked in the upright sitting position 
without extension of the leg-rest, said releasable locking 
means including a locking link pivotally mounted on one 
of said leg-rest links and having a latching portion auto 
matically vengageable with at least one other vleg-rest link 
when the lazy tong linkage is retracted in the upright 
sitting position of the chair, whereby to lock said leg-rest 
linkage against extension, and a striker link depending 
from said locking link and positioned to engage said ohair 
base ‘when the chair arm frame is rocked forwardly from 
its upright sitting position to turn said locking link about 
its pivotal mount on said leg-rest link and disengage said 
latching portion from said other leg-rest link, thereby 
releasing said leg-rest linkage for extension. 

4. A recliner-rocker chair according to claim 3 in 
which said locking link has a slot therein and said other 
leg-rest link has a projecting pin thereon positioned to 
enter said slot when said leg-rest linkage is in retracted 
position for coupling said locking link to said other leg 
rest link. 

5. A recliner-rocker chair according to claim 4 in 
which the pivotal mount of said locking link on said one 
leg-rest link comprises an elongated pin having an enlarged 
head, and a spring located between said head and the 
body of said locking link and normally urging said lock 
ing link inwardly against said one link in a plane in 
which the projecting pin of said other leg-rest link extends 
through the slot in said locking link, said locking link 
also having an angular cam member located outwardly 
of said adjacent said slot and normally in engagement 
with the free end of said projecting pin extending through 
said slot, said cam member being positioned to slide 
along the free end of said projecting pin when said locking 
link is pivoted by engagement of said striker link with 
said chair base, to move said locking link laterally away 
from said one link to a plane in which said projecting 
pin is- clear of the slot in said locking link. 

6. A reclining chair according tov claim 5 in which 
said locking link has an angularly-bent front portion 
acting as a cam surface to engage the free end of said 
projecting pin, when the leg-rest linkage is brought to 
its retracted position, and move the locking link laterally 
away from said one link to a position in which the free 
end of said projecting pin can enter said slot. 

7. A recliner-rocker chair comprising a base, a chair 
arm frame having a rocker member engaging said base 
for rocking movement of said rocker member and chair 
arm frame on said base, a body-supporting structure 
including a seat and back-rest, linkage means movably 
mounting said seat and back-rest on said chair arm frame 
for movement of said seat and back-rest relative to said 
frame in .a ?rst motion phase from an'upright sitting 
position to an intermediate, tilted sitting position and 
then through a second motion phase to a fully reclined 
position, and a rocker locking assemly for locking said 
rocker member and chair arm frame against rocking 
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movement when the chair is in the intermediate, tilted 
sitting position and in the fully-reclined position, said 
rocker locking assembly comprising hook means secured 
to said base, a hook link pivotally mounted on said rocker 
member and having a locking portion located in align 
ment with said hook means when said rocker member is 
rocked forwardly with the chair in the intermediate, 
‘tilted sitting position, biasing means urging said hook 
link to turn about its pivot means in a direction in which 
said locking portion is normally urged out of engage 
ment with said hook means, and actuating means selec 
tively operable when the chair is in the intermediate, 
tilted sitting position for moving said hook link against 
the force of said biasing means in a direction to bring 
the locking portion of said hook link into holding engage 
ment with the hook means of said base bracket whereby 
to releasa'bly couple said rocker member rigidly with 
said base and lock said rocker member and chair arm 
frame against rocking movement on said base when the 
seat and back-rest are moved through the second motion 
phase to the fully-reclined position. 

8. A recliner-rocker chair comprising a base, a chair 
arm frame having a rocker member engaging said base 
for rocking movement of said ‘rocker member and chair 
arm frame on said base, a body-supporting structure 
including a seat and back-rest, linkage means movably 
mounting said seat and back-rest on said chair arm frame 
for movement of said seat and ‘back-rest relative to said 
frame in a ?rst motion phase from an upright sitting 
position to an intermediate, tilted sitting position and 
then through a second motion phase to a fully reclined 
position, and a rocker locking assembly for locking said 
rocker member and chair arm frame against rocking 
moving when the chair is in the intermediate, tilted 
sitting position and in the fully-reclined position, said 
rocker locking assembly comprising a base bracket 
secured to said base and having a jaw thereon, a hook 
link pivotally mounted on said rocker member adjacent 
said base bracket and having a locking portion positioned 
to move into alignment with the jaw of said base bracket 
when said chair frame and rocker member are rocked 
forwardly a predetermined distance on said 'base, biasing 
means urging said hook link to turn about its pivot means 
in a direction in which said locking portion is normally 
urged away from and out of engagement with said jaw, 
and an actuating assembly operatively connecting said 
hook link to the forward end of said seat for moving 
said hook link against the force of said biasing means in 
a direction to bring the locking portion of said hook link 
into holding engagement with the jaw of said base bracket 
when the seat and back-rest are in the intermediate, 
tilted sitting position and the rocker member is rocked 
forwardly said predetermined distance, whereby to releas 
ably couple said rocker member rigidly with said base 
and lock said rocker member and chair arm frame against 
rocking movement on said base when the seat and back 
rest are moved through the second motion phase to the 
fully-reclined position. 

9. A recliner-rocker chair according to claim 8 in which 
said actuating assembly includes a pair of slidably con 
nected members, one of said members being pivotally 
mounted beneath the forward end of said seat and the 
other of said members being pivotally mounted on said 
hook link, and means for causing said members to exert 
a rearward actuating force upon said hook link when the 
seat is moved rearwardly to the intermediate, tilted sitting 
position and the rocker member is rocked forwardly said 
predetermined distance, whereby the hook link is turned 
in a direction to engage its locking portion with said 
base bracket jaw. 

10. A recliner-rocker chair according to claim 8 in 
which said actuating assembly includes a tube pivotally 
mounted on said hook link, a rod pivotally mounted 
beneath the forward end of said seat and extending slid 
ably within said tube, and a compression spring mounted 
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between said rod and tube and adapted to apply rearward 
pressure upon said hook link when said seat is moved 
rearwardly in the ?rst motion phase, sufficient to cause 
said hook link to turn in a direction to engage its locking 
portion with said base bracket jaw. 

11. A recliner-rocker chair according to claim 8 in 
which said actuating assembly includes a tube pivotally 
mounted on said hook link, a toggle link pivotally 
mounted beneath the forward end of said seat, a rod 
pivotally mounted on said toggle link and extending slid 
ably within said tube, and an operating handle secured to 
said toggle link for manual turning of the latter into an 
aligned toggle relationship with said rod and tube when 
the chair is in the intermediate, tilted sitting position and 
the rocker member is rocked forwardly said predeter 
mined said turning movement of the toggle link moving 
said rod fully within said tube and causing said tube to 
exert sufficient rearward force upon said hook link to turn 
the latter in a direction to engage the locking portion of 
said hook link with said base bracket jaw. 

12. A recliner-rocker chair comprising a base, a chair 
arm frame having a rocker member engaging said base for 
rocking movement of said rocker member and chair arm 
frame on said base, a body-supporting structure including 
a seat and back-rest, linkage means movably mounting 
said seat and back-rest on said chair arm frame for move 
ment of said seat and back-rest relative to said frame in a 
first motion phase from an upright sitting position to 
an intermediate, tilted sitting position and then through 
a second motion phase to a fully reclined position, said 
linkage means including a carrier link pivotally mounted 
at its rear and on said chair arm frame, a front guide 
link pivotally connecting the forward end of said carrier 
link to said seat, and means supporting said carrier link 
in a stationary position during said ?rst motion phase, 
the front end portion of said carrier link being carried 
upwardly with the forward end of the seat during the 
second motion phase, and a rocker locking assembly for 
locking said rocker member and chair arm frame against 
rocking movement when the chair is in the intermediate, 
tilted sitting position and in the fully-reclined position, 
said rocker locking assembly comprising a base bracket 
secured to said base and having a jaw thereon, a hook 
link pivotally mounted on said rocker member adjacent 
said base bracket and havinga locking portion positioned 
to move into alignment with the jaw of said base bracket 
when said chair frame and rocker portion are rocked 
forwardly a predetermined distance on said base, biasing 
means urging said hook link to turn about its pivot means 
in a direction in which said locking portion is normal 
ly urged away'from and out of engagement with said 
jaw, an actuating assembly operatively connecting said 
hook link to the forward end of said seat for moving 
said hook link against the force of said biasing means in 
a direction to bring the locking portion of said hook link 
into holding engagement with the jaw of said base bracket 
when the seat and back-rest are in the intermediate, 
tilted sitting position and the rocker member is rocked 
forwardly said predetermined distance, whereby to re 
leasably couple said rocker member rigidly to said base 
and lock said rocker member and chair arm frame against 
rocking movement and a retaining member rigid with the 
forward end of said carrier link, said hook link having 
a sequencing hook portion normally engaging said re 
taining member under the biasing force of said biasing 
means and holding said retaining member and the for 
ward end of said carrier link against upward movement 
to thereby prevent the premature movement of the body 
supporting structure in the second motion phase while the 
rocker member is unlocked, movement of said hook 
link in a direction to couple said rocker member rigidly to 
said base also moving said sequencing hook portion out 
of engagement with said retaining member to release said 
carrier link and free said body-supporting, structure for 
movement in. said second motion. phase‘ 
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13. A recliner~rocker chair according to claim 12, in 
which said actuating assembly includes a pair of slidably 
connected members, one of said members being piv 
otally mounted beneath the forward end of said seat and 
the other of said members being pivotally mounted on 
said hook link, and means for causing said members to 
exert a rearward actuating force upon said hook link 
when the seat is moved rearwardly to the intermediate, 
tilted sitting position and the rocker member is rocked 
forwardly said predetermined distance, whereby the hook 
link is turned in a direction to engage its locking portion 
with said base bracket jaw and disengage said sequencing 
hook portion from said retaining member. 

14. A recliner-rocker chair according to claim 12, in 
which said actuating assembly includes a tube pivotally 
mounted on said hook link, a rod pivotally mounted 
beneath the forward end of said seat and extending slid 
ably within said tube, and a compression spring mounted 
between said rod and tube and adapted to apply rear 
ward pressure upon said hook link when said seat is moved 
rearwardly in the ?rst motion phase, suf?cient to cause 
said hook link to turn in a direction to engage its locking 
portion with said base bracket jaw and disengage said 
sequencing hook portion from said retaining member. 

15. A recliner-rocker chair according to claim 14 in 
which a ?nger link is pivotally mounted on said base 
bracket immediately above the jaw thereof with the bot 
tom edge portion of said ?nger link partially over 
lapping the upper portion of said jaw, and stop means 
limiting pivoting movement of said ?nger link to up 
ward pivoting movement from its overlapping position. 

16. A recliner-rocker chair according to claim 12 in 
which said actuating assembly includes a tube pivotally 
mounted on said hook link, a toggle link pivotally mount 
ed beneath the forward end of said seat, a rod pivotally 
mounted on said toggle link and extending slidably with 
in said tube, and an operating handle secured to said 
toggle link for manual turning of the latter into an 
aligned toggle relationship with said rod and tube when‘ 
the chair is in the intermediate, tilted sitting position 
and the rocker member is rocked forwardly said pre 
determined distance, said turning movement of the toggle 
link moving said rod fully within said tube and causing 
said tube to exert su?’icient rearward force upon said hook 
link to turn the latter in a direction to engage the locking 
portion of said hook link with said base bracket jaw and 
disengage said sequencing hook portion from said re 
taining member. 

17. A recliner-rocker chair according to claim 12 in 
which a stop link is rigidly mounted on said retaining 
member, said stop link having a hook portion positioned 
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to engage and grasp a ?xed portion of said hook link to 
stop upward movement of the forward end of the carrier 
link and further reclining movement of the body-support 
ing structure when the latter reaches the fully-reclined 
position. 

18. A recliner-rocker chair comprising a base, a chair 
arm frame having a rocker member engaging said base to 
rock thereon, a body-supporting structure including a 
seat and back-rest, a leg-rest, control linkage means for 
said chair including a body-supporting structure linkage 
movably mounting said seat and back-rest on said chair 
arm frame for movement relative to the latter from an 
upright sitting position to an intermediate, tilted sitting 
position and then to a fully-reclined position, and a leg 
rest mounting linkage comprising a plurality of intercon 
nected leg-rest links mounting said leg-rest of said seat 
and extensible to move said leg-rest from a retracted 
position beneath the seat to’ an extended position for 
wardly of the seat in response to movement of said seat 
and ‘back-rest from said upright sitting position to said 
intermediate, tilted sitting position, and releasable locking 
means for locking said seat and back-rest against re 
clining movement out of said upright sitting position, 
whereby the body-supporting structure may be rocked in 
the upright sitting position without extension of the le-g 
rest, said releasable locking means including retainer 
means normally located in a holding position in which it 
interconnects a plurality of links of said control linkage 
means to prevent extension of the latter, and retainer re 
lease means operable in response to movement of the 
chair arm frame to a selected rocking position to move 
said retainer means out of said holding position and re 
lease said control linkage means for extension. 
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