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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 
A connector having a central portion adapted to ex 

tend across the top of a pair of axially aligned super 
posed containers having beads at their upper ends, and 
terminal end portions on said connector joined to said 
central portion foldable to opposed relation for extending 
down the opposite sides of such pair of containers to a 
distance below the beads on the lower container, and 
which terminal end portions have means movable into 
holding engagement with said last-mentioned beads to 
hold said pair of containers together against separation. 

This invention relates to a connector for containers 
and to a package of containers connected thereby. 

In the examle illustrated and described hereafter, the 
containers are of the type generally known in the trade 
as “two-piece, paper construction, nested round.” The 
closure or top wall constitutes one of the two pieces, and 
the receptacle itself the other piece. The closure is nor 
mally a circular disc, the edges of which are adapted to 
be snapped into an annular, radially inwardly opening re 
cess formed in the sidewalls of the receptacle spaced 
below an axially and radially outwardly projecting head 
around the upper edge of the sidewalls of the receptacle. 
The sidewalls are round or circular in horizontal cross 
sectional contour and the lower end of the receptacle is 
of a lesser diameter than the upper end. Hence an adja 
cent superposed pair of the receptacles will “nest” one 
within the other, or when the closures are secured in 
place, the lower end of the upper receptacles of each 
such pair will be supported on the closure of the recep 
tacles therebelow and within the aforesaid bead on the 
lower receptacle. 
One of the objects of the invention is the provision of 

improved means for securing a plurality of containers of 
the above general type together, and which means is 
economical to make and to apply and provides a rigid, 
unitary package in a position connecting the containers 

Another object of the invention is the provision of a 
connector for connecting superposed containers of the 
general type hereinbefore described, which connector is 
of a construction, and manner of application, that par 
ticularly lends itself to fast and accurate application to 
the containers, by machine, and when the connector is 
in container-connecting position, it provides a strong, 
rigid package. 
An added object of the invention is the provision of a 

connector for an adjacent pair of superposed containers 
of the general type hereinbefore described, that provides 
a cover for the uppermost container to protect the re 
cessed upper end portion thereof against collecting dust 
or impurities, yet is easily and quickly applied to the 
containers for securely holding them together as a unit, 
and quickly disconnected for separating the containers. 

Other objects and advantages will appear in the de 
scription and in the drawings. 

In the drawings FIG. 1 is a top plan view of a blank 
forming the connector, and disposed on top of the upper 
container of a pair thereof preparatory to folding the 
connect-or to a position connecting said pair, the outline 
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2 
of the upper edge or bead on the container being indicated 
in broken line. 

FIG. 2 is an elevational view showing the connector 
of FIG. 1 in a position connecting a pair of superposed 
containers to form a package. 

FIG. 3 is a part sectional, part elevational view of 
the package of FIG. 2 as seen from a position at a right 
angle to the view of FIG. 2. 

FIG. 3a is a greatly enlarged fragmentary cross-sec 
tional view through one of the sides of the upper and 
lower containers and a portion of the connector taken 
along line 3a—3a of FIG. 2. 

FIG. 4 is a plan view of a blank connector for con 
necting a plurality of pairs of superposed containers in 
side-by-side relation, which connector embodies the in 
vention shown in FIGS. 1—3. 

FIG. 5 is an elevational view of a package of containers 
connected by the connector shown in FIG. 4. 

FIG. 6 is a fragmentary, part elevational and part 
sectional view of a portion of the package shown in 
FIG. 5 taken at a right angle to the view of FIG. 5. 

FIG. 7 is a reduced size top plan view, similar to that 
of FIG. 1 showing a blank that is a modi?cation of the 
blank of FIG. 1. 

FIG. 8 is a bottom plan view of a package formed by 
use of the connector of FIG. 7. 

FIG. 9 is an enlarged fragmentary cross-sectional view 
taken through one side of a package and the lock provided 
by the connector of FIG. 7. 

FIG. 10 is an end elevational view of the containers 
of FIGS. 7, 8 and a connector illustrating how the pack 
age may be assembled. 

FIG. 11 is a reduced size plan view, similar to that of 
FIG. 4 showing a blank for a connector that has structure 
shown in FIG. 7 but for several stacks of containers in 
stead of one. 

FIG. 12 is a bottom plan view of a package formed by 
use of the connector of FIG. 9. 

In detail, the connector of FIGS. 1-3 comprises an 
elongated ?at sheet, or strip of cardboard or the like, 
generally designated 1. Said sheet is formed with a pair 
of longitudinally aligned folding creases 2, and with a 
second pair of corresponding folding creases 3. Said pairs 
of folding creases 2, 3 respectively extend along spaced, 
parallel fold lines that are normal to the length of the 
sheet, and that are spaced equally from opposite ends 

' ' of the latter, and the creases of each pair extend toward 
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each other from two opposite edges of said sheet. The 
adjacent ends of each pair of folding creases terminate 
at points equally spaced from and at opposite sides of the 
longitudinal axis of the blank. Said blank is preferably 
symmetrical at opposite sides of said axis. 
The pair of fold lines along which said pairs of fold 

ing creases are positioned, divide the blank into a central 
section 4, and opposite end extensions 5, 6 of equal 
length, the latter being foldably joined to the central sec 
tion along said fold lines. Said end extensions 5, 6 are 
downwardly foldable along said fold lines to positions 
at opposite sides of the adjacent pair of superposed con 
tainers and past the bead of the container below and 
adjacent to the upper container. 

Extending between the adjacent ends of creases 2 is a 
straight slit 7 that-is parallel to the fold line on which 
said creases are disposed, and a corresponding slit 8 
extends between the adjacent ends of the creases 3. Slits 
7, 8 are respectively offset laterally relative to the fold 
line adjacent thereto into the adjoining extension 5 or 
6 as the case may be. Arcuately extending relatively 
short end slits 9 connect the ends of slit 7 with the ad 
jacent ends of folding creases 2, and similar end slits 
10 connect the ends of slit 8 with the adjacent ends of 

> the folding creases 3. 
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The adjacent ends of creases 2 are spaced apart a sub 
stantial distance, therefore the slits 7, 9 de?ne the edges 
of a relatively narrow tab 13 extending parallel with the 
fold line along which said folding creases 2 are disposed, 
While slits 8, 10 de?ne the edges of a tab 14 of corre 
sponding length and width along the other fold'line that 
is between section 4 and extension 6. 

In the strip 1 shown in FIG. 1 the opposite end portions 
at opposite sides of a central line that is normal to the 
longitudinal axis of the strip, or sheet, are symmetrical, 
and the side edges 11 extend convergently from said cen 
tral line to the opposite end edges 12 of said‘extensions. 
The strip 1 has its maxi-mum width along said last men 
tioned central line, which width is approximately equal to 
the outside diameter of the head on the upper container. 
Said end edges are of substantial width with rounded 
corners connecting them at their ends with the side edges 
11 at the convergent ends of the latter. 
The distance between the elongated slits 7, 8 is pref 

erably substantially equal to the maximum width of said 
strip, and the end slits 9 are approximately equal to the 
vertical thickness of‘ the ‘bead on the container that sup 
ports the central portion 4; 
The outer ends of the end extensions 5, 6 are each 

formed with an elongated tab 15 spaced within each'exten 
sion. These tabs are identical, and lengthwise are parallel 
with tabs 13, 14 and equally spaced from the latter. They 
are integral with the extensions 5, 6 along the longitudi 
nally extending portion of‘ each tab nearest to tabs 13, 14 
and the opposite longitudinally extending edges are along 
straight elongated slits 16 that de?ned said edges, which 
slits are respectively parallel with slits 7, 8. 
At opposite ends of each slit 16 are slits 17 that ex 

tend toward the adjacent end edge 12 of the end'exten 
sion of the connector in which said‘slits are respectively 
formed, and then away from each other and back gen 
erally toward the central section 4 to provide a pair of 
lobes 19 projecting from the outer corners of each tab 15 
in a direction-generally away from said central‘section 4, 
or toward the adjacent end edge 12. 
The distance from the. slits 16 to the fold lines on 

which creases 2, 3 are positioned is approximately equal 
to the distance between the underside ofthe bead on the 
lower container of a pair in superposed relation when .the. 
central portion 4 of the sheet 1 is supported on the bead of 
the upper container. 

Referring to the package of FIGS. 1—3, wherein one 
pair of superposed, coaxial containers 20, 21 is disclosed, 
there is nothing new about the containers themselves. In 
the trade, containers of the type illustrated are identi?ed 
as “containers,” and the distinction between them and 
those more vertically elongated and used for liquids, is that 
the latter are called “cups.” Otherwise. they are of the 
“two-piece paper construction, nested round” type. It is 
to be understood that the use of the word “container” in 
the present description includes cups, and any material and 
construction thereof to which the invention is applicable. 
The upper container 29 has an axially and radially out. 

wardly projecting annular bead.24 (FIGS..2, 3.) around 
the upper edge of its sidewalls 25, which sidewalls are 
round or circular in horizontal cross-sectional contour and 
are slanted inwardly toward the vertical axis of the con 
tainer in a downward direction. Said sidewalls are formed 
to provide a radially inwardly opening circular recess 26. 
(FIG. 3) spaced below the head 24 into which the outer 
edge of a circular disc-like closure 27 is adapted to'snap 
and'to be frictionally held‘upon downward movement of 
the closure into the upper open end of the container. Each 
container has a bottom wall 22 (FIG. 3a). 
The lower container 21 is of the same construction as 

container 26, having an upper bead 28, sidewalls 29, recess 
30 and a disc-like closure 31 frictionally held in the latter 
(FIGS. 3, 3a). 
By the above construction, the ‘upper marginal portion 

34' (FIG. 3a) of the sidewalls 29 and closure31 cooperate 
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4 
to de?ne an upwardly opening recess having closure 31 as 
the bottom thereof, and on which closure the lower, re— 
duced diameter end of the upper container 20 is seated, 
leaving a space 35 (FIG. 311) ‘between the marginal por 
tion 34 and the lateral outer surface of the lower end of 
upper container 20; 

In FIG. 1 the blank‘ is shown on top of container 21, the 
broken line 36’indicatingthe outside outline of the bead 24. 
Upon bending the end extensions 5, 6, downwardly, 

the blank will'bend along folding-creases 2', 3. Flaps 13, 
14 will remain coplanar‘ with the central portion 4 and will 
still extend over the bead 24. By extending the side edges 
11 of the blank convergently toward opposite ends of the 
blank andlhaving themaximum' width of the blank sub 
stantially equal to the outside diameter of bead 24, pack 
ages of the containers may- be readily packed in side-by 
side. relation without interference between connectors. 
When extensions 5, dare bent downwardly the slits 16 

willbe approximatelyopposite to the bead~28 of the‘lower 
container and about level with the lower portion of the 
bead, and the tabs 15 including'lobes 19 will be sprung 
over the bead 28 to positions in space 35 (FIG. 3a.) while 
the portions 37 between slits 15,.1‘6and the end edges 12‘ 
of the extensions will be yieldably held against the outer‘ 
surface of the-.lowercontainer. 21 along the annular out 
ward projection of. the portion 38.formed as a-result of 
the formation of recess 30. The portions 37 will be bowed 
under the tension of‘ the tabs15 to follow the circular con 
tour of thesides ofcontainer 21 so that a‘substantial length 
of the upper edges of- said portions 37 will be yieldably 
held below the .bead 28' in the position shown in FIG. 3a, 
so that the lower. container. 21' will be positively held 
together with the upper container. .It should be noted that 
the lobes 1'9 (FIG. 3a) engage the radially inwardly fac 
ing surfaces of the upper marginal portion 34 of the lower 
container at points approximately opposite to‘the ends of 
portions 37, and project downwardly within'space 35 to 
pointscloser to the closure 31- thanthe intermediate por 
tion between said tabs. Inasmuch as the said marginal por 
trons incline inwardly in a downward direction, the .greatest 
tension on the tab 15‘against thev bead will .be at the ends 
of the latter. where the curved edges 17 will engage the 
bead 28 while the ‘head will project through the opening 
formed'between the edges of the extensions 5, 6 along 
the slits 16'. Thus the connector will'beecenteredvrela 
tive to the containers as well as the latter beingconnected 
and held together by the connector. 
The central section 4 not: only functions to cover the 

uppermost container,. but provides space for printing. 
Also the panels comprising extensions 5,.6 provide attrac 
ttve space fordisplay material,- while two opposite sides 
of each container arewholly unobstructed for viewing the 
contalners and printing on the; latter..The fact that the 
two horizontal dimensions of the package at right ‘angles 
to each other, i.e., transversely of the connector andtrans 
versely thereof are no greaterthan the maximum outside 
diameters of beads 24, 28 enables exactly the same num 
ber. of horizontal rows of packages to be packed in cases 
of the same size as where the containers above are packed. 
In the present instance, however, there is the advantage 
of the individual containers being heldv against shifting 
relative to each other and the likelihood of “chime lock” 
or the locking of one container relative to the other so 
their heads overlie each other, has beenfound to be neg 
ligible as'compared to this occurrence where'the contain 
ers are not‘ held together in packages. Furthermore in the 
stacking of packages'formed by use of the present con 
nectors, in which the lower containers of upper packages‘ 
are supported on the central sections 4 of the lower pack 
ages, the connectors on the lower p‘ackages'will tend to be 
even more tightly held to the containers of the lower pack 
ages. 

FIGS. 4, 5 and 6 clearly illustrate how the invention as 
disclosed in FIGS. 1-3 may beexpandedto form packages‘ 
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having a plurality of pairs of containers, either in one 
stack or in adjacent pairs of stacks. 
The connector, generally designated 40, for example, 

is twice the width of the connector 1 having a central 
section 41 that is adapted to extend over a pair of con 
tainers 42, in side-by-sid-e relation, each being identical 
to containers 20, and extensions 43 are twice the width 
of extensions 5, 6. 

Folding creases 44, 45 are on the fold lines that divide 
the blank into the central portion 41 and end portions 
43. Tabs 46 along the fold line of creases 44 and tabs 47 
along the other fold line are respectively identical to tabs 
13, 14 of FIG. 1 and function in the same manner. 
Each half of blank 40 at opposite sides of a center line 

'bisecting it transversely of the folding creases is formed 
with a tab 48 identical to tabs 15 and in the same position 
relative to the fold lines, and in addition each of said 
halves is formed with another tab 49 identical with tab 
48 spaced from the tab 48 that is adjacent thereto a dis— 
tance substantially equal to the distance between slits 7, 
15 or 8, 16. These tabs 48, 49 function in exactly the same 
manner as tabs 15, 16. 
By the above structure the tabs 48 will hold a con 

tainer 50 (FIGS. 5, 6) below containers 42 in the same 
manner as the single container 21 is held below container 
20, and tabs 49 will hold containers 51 ‘below containers 
50 in the same manner. 

If the package is to contain only four containers, the 
outer ends of the extension 43 could terminate along lines 
intermediate the tabs 48, 49. If a three-pack package is de 
sired, a connector of only one-half the width of the con 
nector 40 would be necessary, in which each connector 
would be substantially the same as connector 1, but with 
the added tabs 49 thereon. 

Obviously the connectors may be formed to connect 
any number of stacks of containers or stacks having any 
number of containers therein, by widening the connection 
lengthwise of the folding creases or lengthening it in a 
direction normal to said creases. 
The containers themselves may be of any size, and 

height, as long as they substantially include the structure 
of the ones illustrated. 

Separation of the containers from the connector, or vice 
versa, is readily accomplished ‘by pulling one of the exten 
sions outwardly, relative to the containers, which requires 
a positive, intentional act. Otherwise the package will re 
main intact with the superposed containers of each ad 
jacent pair in axial alignment with each other. 
As has been stated, each connector preferably extends 

over the top wall 31 of each container, however each lid 
or cover 31 in conventional containers usually has a lift 
tab 32 projecting vertically upwardly for grasping between 
the ?ngers of a hand for pulling upwardly to remove the 
cover, and therefore the width of the central portion of 
each connector at a right angle to the fold lines of said 
connector, and that extends through the axis or axes of 
the containers, is sufficiently narrow to permit the tabs 
32 to project upwardly past the opposite edges of each 
connector. 
The modi?cations of the invention ‘as disclosed in FIGS. 

7-l2 go to structure providing a more positive connec 
tion between the elements of the respective packages, in 
one respect, than where the connectors of FIGS. 1-6 are 
used. 

Inasmuch as each of the containers in the present in 
stance is identical with the respective containers of FIGS. 
1—3a, the same numbers will be used to identify the con 
tainers and their elements. 
The blank of FIG. 7 is generally designated 55 and is 

formed with a pair of tabs 56, 57 that are respectively 
identical to tabs 13, 14 of FIG. 2, and are formed in ex 
actly the same manner as tabs 13, 14. 

Folding creases 58 respectively extend from the ends of 
tabs 56 to the nearest side edge of the blank 55. These 
side edges are numbered 59. 
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6 
Folding creases 60 respectively extend from the ends 

of tabs 59 to the nearest side edge 59. 
These folding creases extend from exactly the same 

points at the ends of tabs 56, '57 as creases 2, 3 of FIG. I 
extend from tabs 13, 14, but instead of being parallel, 
the pair of folding scores or creases 58, 60 at the cor 
responding ends of the pair of tabs 56, 57 extend corres 
ponding relative to each other to the nearest side edge 59. 

The pairs of folding scores or creases 58, 60 are sub 
stantially along parallel fold lines, that divide the blank 
into a central portion 63, ‘and opposite end extensions 
64, 65 that substantially correspond to central section 4 
and end extensions 5, 6 of FIG. 1 except for the con 
vergence of the pairs of folding creases 58, 60. 

Extensions 64, 65 have tabs 66 formed therein that 
correspond in position and length to tabs 15 in FIG. 1. 
A slit 67 de?nes the edge of each tab that extends trans 
versely of the blank and the pair of end slits 68 at op 
posite ends of each slit 67 extend divergently relative to 
each generally toward the center section 63 of the blank, 
hence no lobes are formed on tabs 66 as in the case of 
tabs 15 of FIG. 1. 

The tabs 56, 57 function the same as tabs 13, 14 and 
the tabs 66 function the same as tabs 15 except, as stated, 
there are no lobes, hence these tabs 66 are more readily 
positioned in locking relation to the lower‘ container 21 
of the pair 20, 21, the latter being uppermost in the same 
position as the containers appear in FIG. 2. 

One way of forming the package, apart from springing 
the tabs 66 over the upper beads 28 of the lower con 
tainer, is to position container 20 slightly spaced above 
the other and coaxial therewith so that the end marginal 
portions 70 will engage the outer surfaces of the head 28 
when the end extensions 64, 65 are swung downwardly 
to the position diagrammatically illustrated in FIG. 12 and 
then pushing the tabs 66 inwardly, as indicated by hori 
zontal arrows in FIG. 10, toward each other so that the 
tabs will move into the space between the upper marginal 
portion of the lower container 21 and the upper con 
tainer 20 when the upper container and the connector as 
a unit, are moved downwardly, as indicated by the 
vertical arrow. As soon as the lower marginal portions 70 
clear the bead 28 in said downward movement, said 
marginal portion will snap below ‘head 28 to the position 
shown in FIG. 9 and upon release of the pressure on tabs 
66 the latter will react against the inner surface thereof 
to yieldably hold the marginal portions 70 below the head 
28. The same method could be used with respect to the 
invention as disclosed in all of the drawings. Obviously, 
the lower container may be elevated while the upper one 
is held stationary in the position shown in FIG. 10 to 
accomplish the same result. 
The main advantage of the angularly extending ‘fold 

ing creases or scores 58, 60 is that upon swinging the 
extensions downwardly to locking position the extensions 
Will-automatically curve around the sides of the con 
tainers to a substantially greater distance than in the case 
of FIGS. 1-6, thereby having a greater length of the por 
tion 10 below each tab 66 in engagement with the under 
side of bead 28. 

Referring to FIGS. 11, 12 the blank is generally 
designated 73 in FIG. 11. This blank is for connecting 
a pair of stacks of containers in side by side relation, 
hence its width is double that of the blank 55, and the 
structure of FIG. 7 with respect to the tabs 56, 57, 66 
and other portions of FIG. 7 are duplicated, except that 
straight, parallel folding creases or scores 74 extend be 
tween the adjacent pairs of tabs 75, 76 that respectively 
correspond to tabs 56, 57. The pair of fol-ding creases 77, 
78 each of the side edges 79 of the blank extend con 
vergently outwardly to each such edge exactly as in the 
case of the folding creases or scores 58, 60 of FIG. 7. 
The central portion of the connector of FIG. 11 be 

tween the folding creases 74 is designated 80 and the end 
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extensions- 81, 82. The connector 73 may be' applied in 
substantially the same manner as ‘described in connection 
with FIGS. 7-10 and when so applied'they will assume 
a sinuous curve as seen in FIG. 11 and will follow the 
curvature of the sides of the lower container of each pair 
as in FIG. 8. The fact that the folding creases 74 are 
parallel does not diminish the curvature. Hence the 
advantages of the angularly extending folding creases. 
77, 78 are maintained. The tabs‘ corresponding to tabs 66 
of FIG. 1 are designated 66'. 

It is, of course, pertinent to note that in the present 
structure shown in FIGS. 1-12 there are no slots that 
require stripping, since the only slots that are ultimately 
formed are the result of folding the blanks to provide 
openings for the beads on the uppermost containers, or 
the result of springing the tabs in the extensions inwardly 
to locking relation relative to the beads in the lower con 
tainers. 

It will be understood that this invention is susceptible 
to modi?cations to adapt it to different conditions, and 
accordingly it is desired to comprehend‘such modi?cations 
within this invention as may fall within the scope of the 
appended claims. 

- I claim: 

1. A connector for securing together a pair of axially 
aligned containers in superposed relation each of the 
type having downwardly and inwardly slanted sidewalls 
with a radially outwardly projecting bead at its upper 
edge and a top closure spaced below said'bead'and with the 
lower end of the upper container of said pai-r supported 
on the top closure of the lower container and spaced 
wtihin the bead of the latter, said connector comprising: 

(a) a single elongated cardboard blank formed'with a 
pair of spaced similarly extending fold lines extend 
ing transversely thereac-ross dividing said-blank into 
a central section and terminal end extensions pro 
jecting oppositely therefrom and vfoldably joined 
thereto along said fold lines; 

(b) said extensions being swingable downwardly from 
positions planar with said central section along said 
‘fold lines to opposed relation at opposite sides of 
such pair of containers, and saidextensions being of 
lengths to extend downwardly'past the head on the 
lower container of said pair and to terminate in 
free downwardly facing edges below said last 
mentioned bead when said central section is sup 
ported horizontally on the bead of said upper con 
tainer; 

(c) bead engaging means integral‘ with said extensions 
movable into holding engagement with the bead in 
said lower container when said extensions are in 
said opposed relation to each other with said cen 
tral section supported on the beadof the upper con 
tainer for holding such containers together one above 
the other in axial alignment against separation. 

2. In a connector as de?ned in claim 1: 
(d) said bead engagingmeans including a portion of 

each extension movable to ‘positions below and sub~ 
stantially into engagement with the lowerside of the 
bead on the lower container of ‘said pair, andsaid 
bead engaging means further including locking mem 
bers respectively movable into yieldable engagement 
with said last mentioned bead when said portion is 
below the latter for yieldably holding said- portion 
below said head on the lower container. 

3. In a connector as de?ned inzclaim 1: 
(d) said'extensions including positioning means along 

said fold lines each en-gageable with the bead on said 
upper container at spaced points therearound for 
holding said central section and said upper container 
substantially coaxial when said bead engaging means 
is in holding relation to the bead onv said lower con 
tainer. 
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8 
4; In a connector as de?ned in claim 1: 
(d) said bead engaging means including separate por 

tions of said extensions respectively adapted to ex 
tend below and in engagement with the bead on said 
lower container and against» the ‘radially inwardly 
facing surface of said last mentioned bead when said 
extensions are in said opposed relation at opposite 
sides of said pair of containers. 

5. Ina connector as de?ned in claim 1: 
(d) the bead engaging means on- each extension in 
cluding an elongated tab integral with each exten 
sion and extending generally in the same direction 
as said folding creases, each tab having a free edge 
extending longitudinallythereof adapted to be moved 
over the bead on said lower‘ container and to a 
position between said last mentioned bead and the 
lower portion of the upper container when said cen 
tral section is on said upper container and When 
said extensions are swung to said opposed relation, 
and each extension having a portion along said free 
edge and outwardly thereof relative to said section, 
movable to a position below said last mentioned 
head when said free edge of each tab is so moved 
over said last mentioned bead and to said position 
between said bead and the lower portion of said 
upper containers. 

6. A connector for securing together stacks of super 
posed containers that are in substantially engaging side 
by side relation, each stack including an upper container 
and a lower container, and each container being of the 
type that is annular in horizontal cross sectional con 
tour with downwardly and inwardly slanted sidewalls 
with a radially outwardly projecting head at the upper 
end and a horizontal closure spaced below said bead 
with the lower end of the upper container of each pair 
spaced within the upper end of the lower container and 
supported on the closure of the latter: 

(a)‘ a cardboard blank having a central section adapted 
to extend over and to be supported on the upper 
container of said pair of containers; 

(b) oppositely outwardly extending projections‘ integral 
with said central section and coplanar therewith fold 
able at their junctures with said central section along 
generally similarly extending fold lines to downward 
ly extending spaced opposed relation at two opposite 
sides of said stacks, when said central section ison 
said stacks; 

(c) spaced openings formed in said sheet along each‘ 
of said junctures for receiving the beads on the 
upper containers of said stacks when said extensions 
are so folded to positions at opposite sides of said 
stacks; 

(d) bead engaging means on said extensions movable 
to positions at opposite sides of the beads on said 
lower containers for holding said central section over 
said upper containers against upward movement of 
said central section when said extensions are in said 
position at opposite sides of said stacks, and for 
holding said extensions against lateral outward move 
ment relative to said stacks. 

7. In a connector as de?ned in claim 7: 
(e) said sheet having two opposite side edges extend; 

ing generally normal to said fold lines; 
(f) parallel folding creases along each said fold lines 
formed in said sheet extending longitudinally of said 
fold lines and extending between the openings along 
each of said fold lines; 

(g) a pair of folding creases extending divergently 
relative to each other from each of said side edges 
to the openings along said fol-d lines that are closest 
thereto whereby said extensions will be bowed in 
termed-iate said side edges to generally follow the 
circular cross sectional curvature. 
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8. A package comprising: i 
(a) a pair of axially aligned, superposed, round con 

tainers each having a closure at its upper end and 
an annular bead projecting radially and axially out 
wardly of said closure and the upper container of 
said pair having its lower end supported on the 
closure of the lower container within the annular 
bead on said lower container; 

(b) a connector having a central section extending 
across the upper end of the upper container of said 
pair and across and in engagement with the upper 
surface of the bead thereon; 

(c) a pair of substantially planar terminal extensions 
integral with said central section extending vertically 
downwardly and across two opposite sides of said 
upper containers and into holding relation with the 
bead on the lower container of said pair and termi 
nating in downwardly facing free edges below said 
last~mentioned bead; 

(d) holding means integral with said extensions in 
said holding relation with said last mentioned bead. 

9. A package comprising: 
(a) a plurality of pairs of axially aligned, superposed, 
round containers in side-by-si-de relation, each con 
tainer having a closure at its upper end and an an 
nular bead projecting radially and axially outwardly 
of said closure, and the upper container of each 
pair having its lower end supported on the closure 
of the container therebelow within the circular bead 
on the latter; 

(b) a connector having a central section extending 
across and supported on the beads of the upper con 
tainers of said pairs; 

(c) a pair of extensions integral with said central sec 
tion extending vertically downwardly across the beads 
on the lower containers of said pairs; 

((1) means integral with said extensions in holding 
relation to the beads on said lower containers posi 
tively holding said extensions against upward move 
ment relative to said containers of said pairs, said 
extensions terminating at points spaced above the 
lower ends of said lower containers. 

10. A connector for securing together a pair of ax 
ially aligned containers in superposed relation each of 
the type having sidewalls with a radially outwardly pro 
jecting bead at its upper edge and a top closure spaced 
below said head and with the lower end of the upper 
container of said pair supported on the lower container, 
said connector comprising: 

(a) a single blank formed with a pair of spaced simi 
larly extending fold lines dividing said blank into a 
central section and terminal end extensions of 
corresponding shape and size projecting oppositely 
therefrom and fold-ably joined thereto; 

(b) said extensions being swingable from positions 
planar with said central section along said told lines 
to opposed relation of opposite sides of such pair 
of containers, and said extensions being of sufficient 
lengths to extend past the bead on one container of 
said pair and terminating in free, downwardly fac 
ing end edges below said last-mentioned head when 
said central section is supported horizontally on the 
other container; 

(0) bead engaging means integral with said extensions 
movable into holding engagement with the bead on 
said one container when said extensions are in said 
opposed relation to each other with said central 
section supported on the end of the other container 

‘ for holding such containers together against separa 
tion. 

11. A connector for securing together a pair of axially 
aligned containers in superposed relation each of the 
type having downwardly and inwardly slanted sidewalls 
with a radially outwardly projecting bead at its upper 

10 

15 

20 

25 

35 

45 

50 

55 

60 

65 

70 

75 

edge 
10 

‘and a‘top'closure spaced below said bead and with 
the lower end of the upper container of said pair sup 
ported on the top closure of the lower container and 
spaced within the bead of the latter, said connector com 
prising: 

(a) a single» cardboard blank formed with a pair of 
spaced similarly extending fold lines dividing said 
blank into a central section and end extensions pro 
jecting oppositely therefrom and foldably joined 
thereto; 

_(b) said extensions being swingable downwardly from 
positions planar with said central section along said 
fold lines to opposed relation at opposite sides of 
such pair of containers, and said extensions being 
of su?icient lengths to extend downwardly past the 
bead on the lower container of said pair when said 
central section is supported horizontally on the head 
of said upper container; 
) beadengaging means integral with said extensions 
movable into holding engagement with the head in 
said lower container when said extensions are in 
said opposed relationto each other with said cen 

/ . tral section supported on the bead of the upper con 
‘tainer for holding such containers together against 
separation; 

(d) said blank being an elongated, ?at, planar strip 

(e 

having opposite side edges and a pair of folding 
creases adjacent to each of said side edges and the 
creases of each pair being along said fol-d lines and 
extending divergently relative to each other a rela 
tively short distance from each of said side edges 
in a direction into said extensions for bowing each 
extension between said side edges when the latter 
are swung to said opposed relation for generally 
folding the curvature of the side walls of said con 
tainers; 
) said central section being wider than said exten 
sions and of a size and shape to fully extend over 
the upper end of said upper container including said 
bead. 

12. A package comprising: 
(a) a pair of axially aligned, superposed, round con— 

tainers each having a closure at its upper end and 
an annular bead projecting radially and axially ou-t 
wardly of said closure and the upper container of 
said pair having its lower end supported on the 
closure of the lower container within the annular 
bead on said lower container; 

(b) a connector having a central section extending 

(c 

across the upper end of the upper container of said 
pair and across and in engagement with the upper 
surface of the bead thereon; 
) a pair of extensions integral with said central sec 
tion extending vertically downwardly and across two 
opposite sides of said upper container and into hold 
ing relation with the bead on the lower container 
of said pair; 

(d) holding means integral with said extensions in 

(e 

(if 

said holding relation with said last mentioned bead; 
) the lower end of said upper container being spaced 
within said annular bead on said lower container 
when said upper container is supported on said 
closure; 
) said holding means comprising a portion of said 
extensions disposed in the space between said head 
on said lower container and said lower end of said 
upper container and below said last mentioned bead 
and the underside thereof. 

13. A package comprising: 
(a) a pair of axially aligned, superposed, round con 

tainers each having a closure at its upper end and 
an annular bead projecting radially and axially out 
wardly of said closure and the upper container of 
said pair having its lower end supported on the 
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closure of the lower containenwithin' the annular‘ 
bead on said :lower: container; 7 

(b): a connectorv having a central section extending, 
across, thev upper endofi the upper: container: of said 
pair and across and in engagement with the: upper‘ 
surface of: the: bead thereon; 

(c)~a pair of extensions“integral-with. saidcentraLsec 
tion extending vertically downwardly; andiacross two 
oppositesides' of‘ said-upper ‘container andtinto hold 
ing relation with the bead on the lower: container 
of‘ said pair;. 

(d); holding means; integral with. said.‘ extensions in 
said holding: relation‘with said‘last mentionedlbead; 

(e) said connector being formed; from‘ a? single ?at 
planar sheet1 of cardboard- orthelike' folded along 
generally similarly extending lines at the junctures 
‘between said‘ central section. and said’extensions; 

(f) openings formed in said"connector“along'said'junc 
tures into‘which the bead'onthe‘npper'container of 
said pair radially projects relative'to'the'vertical axis 
ofsaid container-s;. 

(g), openings formed in said'extensions into which the 
head on the lower container of said'pair project'lwith 
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one portion of each of said extensions de?ning the 
lower sidev of each of said openings'therein being 
outside‘said'lower container. and below saidbead 
thereon, and-the opposite side of each of said. last 
mentioned openings being within the‘ said head on 
said lower container and in yieldable. engagement 
with the radially- inner. side ofvsaid last mentioned 
head for yieldably holdingithe portion of said ex 
tensionbelow said head ‘bowed against said lower 
container and adjacent to said last mentioned bead 
to follow the horizontal cross sectional contour of 
said lower container includinggthe-curvature. of said 
last mentioned bead. 
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