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This invention relates to directory signs and particu 
larly to tamper-proof name strips assembled on a directory 
board for use in the entrance to buildings and on indi 
vidual ?oors indicating the tenants in the building and 
their location therein. ' _ 

Directory boards have made use of thin ?exible name 
strips slidable in a grooved background board, or of in 
dividual letters slidable in such a grooved board. It has 
also been known to use strips and individual letters se 
cured on the face of a punched board. In all of these us 
ages, due to the fragile nature of the strips and letters and 
the ease with which they can be tampered with it has 
been the custom to enclose the directory board behind a 
locked glass front or doors. Such boards either project a 
considerable distance out from the wall on which they are 
mounted or require a deep recess in the wall ‘for ?ush 
mounting. Directory boards of this type are costly to 
manufacture and, when changes have to be made, the 
changes are time consuming. 
The present invention is designed to overcome the ob 

jections to previous types of directory boards, particularly 
boards depending on an enclosure to make them tamper 
proof, by using individually engraved extrusion name 
strips, which interlock with each other and are supported 
on the face of a backing board through concealed hook 
strips. The backing board has an edge angle frame permit 
ting exposure of the whole area of the name strips, there 
by giving the appearance of a large plate engraved with a 
number of names rather than a series of individual name 
strips. The use of extrusion name strips gives to the ap 
pearance of the whole board a series of ?nely engraved 
lines separating the individual names and at the edges of 
the board the juncture of the name strips with the edge of 
the angle frame, which is ?ush with the outer face of the 
name strips, also takes on the appearance of a ?nely en 
graved line around the edges of the board. The extruded 
name strips slidably interlock with each other along their 
top and bottom horizontal edges and vertically aligned 
groups of name strips can be inserted onto or removed 
from the board for the purpose of making changes or re 
arranging the order of the individual name strips, The 
assembly of interlocking name strips are held secure on 
the backing board by the top horizontal edge angle being 
secured to the top edge of the board by tamper-proof se 
curity screws. 
The extruded name strips can be anodized in colour 

to an appearance in harmony with the surrounding area 
of the building and, if desired the edge angle can be ano 
dized in a contrasting colour. In addition, various name 
strips can be anodized in contrasting colours resulting in 
a contrast in colour with the engraved name and which 
also might be utilized to denote di?erent locations in a 
building, or to form an artistic mosaic pattern. 
A directory board of this type has a shallow depth and 

takes on the appearance of a cast plate. 
Due to the unique interlocking arrangement of the 

name strips a degree of ?exibility can be introduced at 
their point of interlock whereby a group of name strips 
can be curved about the surface of a drum-type board 
where a drum-type board might have usefulness over a 
?at-type board. 
The primary object of the invention is to provide a 

directory board ‘of simple and inexpensive construction 
in which the name strips are tamper-proof and require no 
protective enclosure. 
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A further object of .the invention is to provide a direc 

tory board in which the name strips are slidably interlock 
ing extrusions. 
A further object of the invention is to provide a simple 

hook means for holding a'series of interlocking name 
strips to a backing board. 
A further object of the invention is to provide a direc 

tory board with individual name strips having a shallow 
depth giving the appearance of an engraved plate. 
A further object of the invention is to provide vertical 

groups of horizontally disposed interlocking name strips 
which can be assembled on a backing board without di 
vision between the groups and in which individual groups 
can be withdrawn without interference with the other 
groups. 
A further object of the invention is to provide a type 

of name strip which can be assembled in the form of a 
mat which can be wrapped about a drum-type board. 

These and other objects of the invention will be appar 
ent from the following detailed speci?cation and the ac 
companying drawings, in which: 

FIG. 1 is a perspective front view of a directory board 
according to the present invention. 

FIG. 2 is an end perspective view of a portion of one 
of the interlocking name strips shown in FIG. 1. 

FIG. 3 is a vertical section taken on the line 3—3 of 
FIG. 1. 

FIG. 4 is a horizontal section taken on the line 4—4 
of FIG. 3. 

FIG. 5 is a vertical section taken on the line 5-5 of 
FIG. 3 showing one method of securing the name strips 
to the backing board. 

FIG. 6 is a rear perspective view of one corner of the 
directory board. ' 

FIG. 7 shows a modi?ed form of name strip in which 
the front face projects slightly beyond the face of ad 
jacent name strips. 

FIG. 8 is a perspective view of a drum-type directory 
board showing a mat of name strips removed from the 
drum. 

Referring to the drawings, the directory board 5 con 
sists essentially of a series of name strips 6 arranged in 
one or more vertically disposed groups 7. The groups 7 
are bounded by an outer frame 8 secured to a backing 
board 9 which, in turn is secured to a wall 10 or other 
suitable supporting structure. 
The name strips 6 are horizontally disposed extrusions 

which can be of light-Weight metal or plastic material. 
The name strips 6 are designed for sliding interlocking 
engagement with each other in a vertical plane to form 
the groups 7. 
One preferred form of extrusion forming the name 

strips 6 is shown in detail in FIG. 2 and in assembled‘ 
form in FIG. 3. The extrusions have a front member 11 
whose front face 11a can be engraved with a name or 

‘ direction as shown at 12 in FIG. 1. Instead of engrav 

69 

ing any other well known method of marking the face 
11a can be used. ' 

Projecting rearwardly from the lower rear face of the 
front member 11 is an angle member 13 having one leg 
14 projected at right angles to the plane of the front 
member 11 and one leg 15 projecting downwardly to form 
with the lower portion-of the'front member 11a channel 
16 whose opening is restricted by the beads 17. 

Projecting rearwardly from the upper rear face of the 
front member 11 is a composite member 18 consisting of 
an angle having a leg 19 projecting at right angles from 
the plane of the front member 11 and one leg 20 pro 
jecting downwards therefrom in the plane of the leg 15 
below. Projecting upwards from the mid portion of the top 
face of the leg 19 is a beaded rail 21 adapted for sliding 
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?t within the channel‘ 16 of the name 
above, in the manner shown in FIG. 3. 
The horizontally disposed slot 22 between the lower 

edge of the leg 20 and the adjacent surface of the leg 
14 below is utilized for the purpose of assemblying the 
name strips on the backing board 9. ' 

In some instances the front face 11a of certain only 
of the name strips 6, can project beyond the face of adja 
cent name strips as shown in FIG. 7. 
The outer frame 8 consists of a bottom and a pair of 

side angles 23 and a top angle 24. The bottom and side 
angles 23 have their rear members 25 secured to the rear 
face of the board 9 by the screws 26, while the top angle 
24 is secured to the top horizontal edge 27 of the board 
9 by the tamper-proof screws 28 threaded into the 
threaded sleeves 29 which have been pressed into the 
board in well known manner and anchored with nails 
through the barrel of the sleeve. The screws 26 are in 
accessable once the board has been fastened on to the 
wall 10 by the screws 30 and therefore the bottom and 
side angles 23 are, not removable, whereas, the top angle 
24 can be removed, as will be explained later. 
Mounted on the front face of the board 9 are a series 

strip immediately 

of vertically disposed strips 31, preferably 2 per each. 
group 7 of the name strips 6. These strips 31 have a series 
of punched-out hooks 32 adapted to engage with certain 
only of the downwardly projecting legs 20 of the name 
strips 6. It is su?icient if hooks 32 are provided to en 
gage with every third or fourth name strip 6 in any 
group 7. The strips 32 are shown as being secured to 
the board 9 by screws 33. However, the strips can be 
secured to the face of the board 9 in any well known 
manner such as by an adhesive or by staples. 
The forwardly projecting legs 34 of the angles 23 and 

24 making up the frame 8, have their forward edge 35 
almost flush with the front face 11a of the name strips 
11 when the name strips are assembled on the board as 
shown in FIGS. 1, 3 and 4. j - _ 
The topmost name strip 6a preferably has its beaded 

rail 21 sheared off flush with the top horizontal edge 11b, 
in order to present a solid symmetrical face to the assem 
bled directory board as shown in FIGS. 1 and 2. 

In the assembly of the directory board, the bottom and 
side angles 23 are ?rst secured to the back of the back 
ing board 9 by the screws 26. The strips 31 are then 
secured to the front face of the board 9, preferably two 
strips for each group 7 of name strips 6. 
The name strips 6 are then assembled together in 

their desired order by sliding one on the other until the 
desired number are assembled in vertical order to make 
up a group 7. The assembled group can then be carried, 
as a curtain or mat to in front of the board and per 
mitting the vertically disposed rear legs 20 of certain of 
the name strips to engage with the hooks 32. The size 
and position of the hooks 32 is such that the group of 
name strips 7 can be lowered down until the bottom strip 
is in contact with the adjacent face of the leg 34 of the 
bottom angle 23. a 

If more than one group 7 is to be mounted on the 
board 9, they are mounted in the manner described. 
The length of the name strips 6 are cut to a precise 
measurement such that, in the horizontal direction, they 
will ?t closely between the opposing inside surfaces of the 
legs 34 of the side angles 23. When more than one group 
7 is ?tted on a board there is no appreciable gap between 
their vertical edges and one group‘ can be withdrawn 
and replaced without disturbing an adjacent group. 

After the groups 7 have been assembled on the front 
of the board 9 the top angle 24>is ?tted in place and 
secured by the'security screws 28. These security screws 
are of ‘the type into the head of which slots have been 
stamped requiring the use of a special secret screwdriver 
and which cannot be otherwise removed. 
"When the strips are made from aluminum extrusions 
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4 
and anodized in various colours, the engraving of the 
names will bring out a vivid contrast which will be most 
effective and legible without special illumination. 

In FIG. 8 of the drawings, there is illustrated a varia 
tion of the above described directory board. In this varia 
tion the mat 7a of assembled and interlocked name strips 
6a are wrapped about a drum 37 and the ends 38 of the 
mat are secured to the strip 38. In this form of assembly 
circumferential strips 39 are preferably ?tted to separate 
the mats 7a and to provide end stops. 
A directory board made and assembled as above de 

scribed presents .a smooth front surface with the name 
strips ?rmly secured without apparent fastening, and tam 
per-proof. The ?nished board has all the appearance of , 
a solid engraved plate and any joints between name strips 
and surrounding frame merely have the appearance of 
lightly engraved lines. 
By removing the security screws 28 and the top angle 24 

any group 7 of name strips can be removed and, when 
said group is laid on a table or bench individual name 
strips can be removed and replaced or their order re 
arranged instantly, and the group re?tted on the board. 
Headboards as used on conventional directories at con 
siderable expense, to announce the name of the building 
or'other information, are super?uous with the directory 
board as above described, since this information can be 
prominently displayed on specially colored name strips 
FIG. 6, or on protruding name strips FIG. 7, or on a 
combination of both, within the body of the directory. 
What I claim is: ' ' 

1. A directory board for buildings and the like com-Z 
prising a frame, a backing board secured within the said 
frame, a series of extruded name strips, the said name 
strips having one solid face on which a name is engraved, 
and having a dependent lip on the side thereof opposite 
from their name bearing face, the said lip de?ning a re 
stricted slot, each of said name strips being slidably inter 
locked longitudinally with each other to form a mat, 
mat engaging means mounted on the said bacln'ug board, 
the said mat engaging means engaging with the dependent 
lip of at least some of the said name strips to hold the 
said mat of name strips in a plane parallel with the adja 
cent face of said backing board, the face of the said 
mat of name strips opposite from the said backing board 
having the appearance of a solid name plate. 

2. A directory board as set forth in claim 1 in which 
the said frame is a recessed frame comprising top, ‘bottom. 
and side angle components, with the said bottomand 
side angle components secured to the face of the said ‘ 
backing board opposite from the said mat of name strips, 
and the top angle component is removably secured to the 
top horizontal edge of the said backing board. 

3. A directory board as set forth in claim 1 in which 
the said mat engaging means comprises at least two ver 
tically disposed strips secured to the said backing board, 
each of said strips having a series of hook members 
adapted to engage with at least'some of the said name 
strips to hold the said mat of name strips in a plane 
parallel wtih the adjacent face of the said backing board. 

4. A directory board as set forth in claim 1 in which 
the name strips are extrusions, each of which has a solid 
front face on which a name is engraved, a beaded rail 
projects from said extrusion in a plane parallel with the 
plane of the said front face and the extrusion is ‘slotted in 
the surface thereof opposite from the, said beaded rail, 
the said beaded rail in one name strip adapted to slidably 
engage within the slot in the next adjacent name strip. 

5. A directory board as set forth in claim 2 in which 
one leg of the said angle components of the frame pro¢ 
jects forwardly of the said backing board to embrace the 
edge surfaces of the said mat of name strips. 

6. A directory board as‘ set forth in claim 2 in'which 
the said top angle component of the. frame is removably 
secured to the top horizontal edge of the said backing 



3,337,973 
5 6 

board and serves to lock the said mat of name strips on 2,007,472 7/1935 Lytle ______________ __ 40-63 
said mat engaging means. 2,101,965 12/ 1937 Trees ______________ __ 40_63 

2,802,291 8/1957 Bach ______________ __ 40-145 References Cited 

UNITED STATES PATENTS 5 EUGENE R. CAPOZIO, Primary Examiner. 

1,327,775 1/1920 Plait _______________ __ 35__73 W. J. CONTRERAS, AssistantExaminer. 
1,831,287 11/1931 Clark ______________ __ 40-63 


