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The invention pertains to a game playing table of the 
billiard or pocket billiardltype wherein balls are sup 
ported on a planar playing surface an resilient rails are 
located adjacent the periphery of the playing board and 
extend thereabove to cause the balls to rebound from the 
rails. 
The technics employed in the manufacture of billiard 

and pocket billiard tables have ‘become rather standard 
ized over the many years which such tables have been 
produced, and present manufacturing costs cause a high 
quality table to be very expensive. It is, therefore, a basic 
object of the invention to provide a billiard or pocket 
billiard type table of very high quality wherein modern 
fabrication and construction means are employed without 
sacri?cing the quality an accuracy of the table construc 
tion. 

Another object of the invention is to provide a pocket 
billiard table construction having ball return means which 
are uniquely related to the table structure, easily assem 
‘bled therein and simplify the 'ball return means over 
standard pocket billiard table constructions. 

These and other objects of the invention arising from 
the details and relationships of the components of an 
embodiment thereof will be apparent from the following 
description and accompanying drawings wherein: 
FIG. 1 is a perspective view of a pocket billiard table 

employing the concepts of the invention wherein portions 
of the table are sectioned for purposes of illustration, 

FIG. 2 is a top plan view of a pocket billiard table 
frame in accord with the invention wherein the playing 
board and the rails are removed, 

FIG. 3 is an enlarged, detail, plan View of the corner 
construction of the frame and pocket of a pocket billiard 
table in accord with the invention, 
FIG. 4 is an elevational, sectional view of a detail of 

the table frame construction as taken along IV—IV of 
FIG. 2, 

FIG. 5 is an elevational, sectional, diametrical view of 
the leg adjusting means, 
FIG. 6 is an elevational, sectional, enlarged detail view 

of a frame, rail supporting member, rail, apron and ball 
return chute, as taken along section VI—VI of FIG. 1, 

FIG. 7 is a detail, plan, sectional view of the means for 
attaching the aprons to the pocket castings, as taken along 
section VII-—VII of FIG. 1, 

FIG. 8 is an elevational view of a ball return element, 
and 

FIG. 9 is an elevational, sectional view of the playing 
board plane adjusting means employed with a table of 
the invention. 
The general appearance of a pocket billiard table em 

ploying the concepts of the invention will be best appreci 
ated from FIG. 1. Of course, a billiard table employing 
the inventive concepts of the invention will appear identi 
cal to that of FIG. 1 except that no pockets will be em 
ployed, nor will ball return and collection means be 
mounted on the table, as illustrated. 

Basically, the table consists of a generally rectangular 
frame 10 having longitudinal sides and end portions. The 
longitudinal sides are preferably formed of a pair of inner 
and outer side members 12 and 14, respectively, intercon 
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nected 'by bolts 16, or other fastening devices. The inner - 
side members 12 are of lesser length than the outer side 
members 14, wherein the ends of the side‘ members will 
not align. This arrangement is best shown in FIG. 3. The 
end portions of the frame also each include an inner struc 
tural member 18 and an outer structural member 20. The 
inner structural member 18 is of lesser length than the 
outer member 20, whereby a step occurs at the ends of 
the members as noted in FIG. 3. 
The ends of the side members 12 and the end members 

18 are interconnected by an X-shaped metallic fastening 
member 22, FIG. 3. The fastening member 22‘ is pro 
vided with holes through which bolts 24 extend to 
a?ix the fastening means to the frame members and 
thereby rigidly interconnect the members together so that 
the upper surfaces thereof will 'be coplanar to form a 
supporting surface for the playing Aboard. Bolts 26 a?‘lx 
the member 22 to the ends of the members 12 and 18. The 
fastening members 22 may be formed of an extruded part, 
and provide a more rigid connection than is possible with 
conventional perpendicularly related interconnecting ar— 
rangements. 
The frame longitudinal sides are interconnected inter 

mediate the ends by three cross members 28. The cross 
members 28 are preferably provided with a stepped end 
30 de?ning a shoulder 32, FIG. 4, parallel to the length 
of the cross members. The inner side members 12 are 
provided with recesses 34 forming a downwardly facing 
stepped shoulder 36 which cooperates with the cross mem 
ber shoulder 32 upon the end 30 of the cross member 
being received within a recess 34, as will be noted in FIG. 
4. A hole 38 is transversely de?ned in the cross members 
adjacent the shoulder 32 for reception of a T-nut 40 
having a threaded bore de?ned therein. A bore 42 is 
de?ned within the inner side members 12 through which 
a bolt 44 extends for cooperation with the T-nut to draw 
the cross member into ?rm engagement with the side 
member 12. The engagement of the shoulders 32 and 36 
prevents vertical displacement of the interlocked cross 
member and the side member. 
The frame 10 is supported on a pair of pedestal leg 

means 46 which are of an elongated con?guration and 
positioned under the outer cross members 28. Angle iron 
brackets 48 a?ix the associated cross member to the sup 
porting pedestal whereby‘ the frame will be ?rmly attached 
to the pedestal leg means. The pedestal leg means may be 
of a hollow con?guration and include an interal support 
block 50, FIG. 5, which is provided with a vertical bore 
52. The lower pedestal member 54 is provided with a 
recess in which a metallic threaded nut member 56 is 
?rmly positioned. A bore 58 is formed in member 54 
concentric with nut 56 and in alignment with bore 52. A 
base member 60‘ is provided with a lower supporting sur-' 
face and a number of radially ‘disposed threaded holes 
62 adapted to selectively receive a threaded operating rod 
64. The base is centrally bored at 66 whereby the lower 
portion of a threaded shaft 68 may be a?ixed thereto. The 
threaded shaft threads into the nut 56 located in the 
pedestal. Each of the pedestals 4-6 is provided with We 
base members 60, and the associated structure, a base 
member being located adjacent each end of a pedestal. By 
inserting the actuating rod 64 in a threaded hole 62, the 
base 60 may be rotated to screw the shaft 68 into or out 
of the pedestal ‘bore 52 and thereby adjust the vertical 
position of the frame. In that four bases 60‘ will be used 
to support the table, it will be appreciated that the table 
may ‘be very easily and quickly leveled regardless of the 
condition of the ?oor on which the table is supported or 
the type of ?oor covering. 
The end pockets 70 of the table are preferably of a cast 

aluminum construction, having walls 72 and 74 perpen 
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dicularly related to each other for cooperation with the 
ends of the frame end and side members 14 and 20‘. Bolts 
76 ?rmly attach the pocket castings 70 to the frame 
members and, thus, the pocket castings contribute to the 
interconnection between the frame elements and add to 
the rigidity of the table construction. Pocket cups 78 are 
located within the pocket castings 7t) and are preferably 
formed of a relatively soft material such as rubber or 
synthetic plastic, and are provided with openings adjacent 
the bottom thereof whereby balls received within the cups 
may be directed into the ball return means. The side 
pockets 80 are preferably also of a cast construction and 
include similar ball cups 82 to receive the pocket billiard 
balls therein, and are open at the bottom whereby the 
balls may fall to the ball return means. 
The rails of the billiard or pocket billiard table in 

accord with the invention are supported by metallic rail 
supporting members 84 having a cross section which will 
be apparent from FIG. 6. The planar lower portion 86 
of the rail supporting members is formed with an inner 
planar surface 88 which engages the outer surface of the 
longitudinal side and end members 14 and 20. Longitudi 
nal ribs 90 are de?ned on the members 84 for positioning 
the rails thereon, and a ?ange portion 92 extends away 
from the frame and terminates in a downwardly extend 
ing portion 94. The portion 94 terminates in an enlarged 
con?guration in which a recess 96 is de?ned. The recess 
96 extends the length of the rail supporting members 
84 and is adapted to receive an apron member, as will 
be later described. The rail supporting members 84 are 
attached to the frame by screws, bolts, or other conven- , 
tional fastenings means. 
The rails 98 include grooves 100 adapted to receive ribs 

90 de?ned on the adjacent rail supporting member and the 
resilient cushion 102 is a?ixed to the rail. Carriage bolts 
104 are employed to attach the rails 98 to the rail sup 
porting members 84, and as the bolt nut 106 is accessible 
from below the ?ange portion 92, the rails may be readily 
removed from the rail supporting members with a mini 
mum of table disassembly. The upper exposed surfaces 
of the rail supporting members may be covered with a 
synthetic, laminated material 108, if desired, for pur 
poses of providing an attractive appearance. 
The billiard or pocket billiard table in accord with 

the invention is provided with aprons 110 extending from 
the portion 94 of the rail supporting members. Aprons 
110 extend downwardly a distance sufficient to hide the 
frame and ball return apparatus from view and are pref 
erably formed of 1a synthetic, extruded plastic material. 
The aprons 110 are provided with a tongue 112 along the 
upper longitudinal edge having an enlarged head adapted 
to be received within the apron supporting member recess 
96 whereby a smooth, continuous joint between the por 
tion 94 and the associated apron is provided. The aprons 
110 extend the length of the longitudinal and side por 
tions of the frame, and are provided on their inner sides 
with a pair of opposed projections 114 de?ning a horizon 
tal ball return chute receiving recess 116, FIG. 6. The 
aprons 110 are attached at their ends to the end pocket 
castings 70, as shown in FIG. 7. The aprons are ma 
chined adjacent their ends to produce a groove 118 and 
a tongue 120. The end pocket castings are also provided 
with a tongue 122 and a groove 124 whereby the castings 
and aprons may be ?rmly united in an interlocking rela 
tionship, and this relationship is maintained by the re 
tainer clips 126, which are held in position by screws 128 
threaded into the end pocket castings. 
The ball return means include a pair of chutes 130 

mounted on each of the aprons 110‘ de?ning the longi 
tudinal portions of the table. As will be apparent from 
FIG. 1, a chute 136- extends from below each end pocket 
cup 78 to below the adjacent side pocket cup 82. The ball 
return chutes 130 are preferably formed of an extruded 
synthetic plastic material and include a concave ball re 
ceiving portion 132 having longitudinal edges. One of 
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4 
the longitudinal edges of the ball receiving portion is in 
the form of a frame engaging portion, having a planar 
portion 134 and de?ning a shoulder 136. The planar por 
tion 134 associates with the underside of the rail sup‘ 
porting member 84 and the underside of the longitudinal 
frame side member 14, as shown in FIG. 6, whereby the 
portion 134 may be attached to the frame by means of 
spaced screws 138. The other longitudinal edge of the 
ball receiving portion 132 is formed in a planar con 
?guration 140 de?ned by longitudinal edges 142, FIG. 8. 
The edges 142 are of a nonparallel con?guration with 
respect to the longitudinal length of the ball receiving 
portion, whereby upon the portion 140 being inserted 
within the apron recess 116, the ball receiving portion 
132 will be inclined with respect to the horizontal. Thus, 
the end of the ball return chutes 130‘ adjacent the end 
pocket cups 78 will be higher than that portion disposed 
below the side pocket cup 82. As a ball is received with 
in an end pocket, it, therefore, is directed from the open 
ing in the end pocket cup to the chute and rolls there 
from to a position below the adjacent side pocket cup. 
As the ball return chutes 130 also function to attach 

the aprons 110 to the frame 10, it will be appreciated that 
the aprons will be rigidly supported vrelative to the frame 
at two spaced locations. 

Ball receiving chutes 144 are attached to the frame 10 
adjacent the central cross member 28 and disposed there 
below, FIG. 2. The outer ends of the ball return chuites 
144 are disposed below the side pocket cups 82 in com 
munication with chutes 130 to receive balls falling either 
into the end pockets or the side pockets. A central ball 
return chute 146 communicates with the transverse chutes 
144 and directs the balls to the ball receiving basket 148 
mounted to the frame and accessible below the end apron, 
as will be apparent from FIG. 1. 
The ball playing surface is preferably formed by a 

planar board 150 formed of a composite material manu 
factured by the Johns Manville Corp, sold under the 
trademark Colorlith. This material has characteristics 
very similar to those of the slate normally used as the 
playing surface. However, the board 150 ‘may be formed 
as an integral member throughout the entire playing sur 
face, and may be more accurately manufactured thari 
slate may be cut. The peripheral portion of the board 150 
is provided with a wood supporting frame 152, as will 
be apparent from FIG. 6, which is attached to the under~ 
side of the board adjacent the periphery thereof. In this 
manner the board may be mounted on the upper surfaces 
of the frame longitudinal and side elements. Of course, 
the board 150 is covered with a fabric material, as are 
the rail cushions 102, in the conventional manner. 
As it is desired that the upper surface of the board 150 

be of an accurate planar con?guration, leveling means 
are employed to insure that the central portions of the 
board are planar with respect to the peripheral board por 
tions. Such leveling ‘means are illustrated in FIG. 9 and 
include anglebrackets 154 centrally attached to each of 
the cross members 28, FIG. 2. The angle brackets 154 
include a hole 156 formed in the horizontally disposed 
angle member portion. The board 150 is bored and coun 
tersunk as at 158 directly above the holes 156 formed in 
the brackets. A screw 160 is inserted through each hole 
158 and extends through the holes 156. A nut 162 
threaded on the screw and engaging the lower surface of 
the board locks the screw 166 relative to the board 150. 
The upper portion of the countersunk bored hole 156 is 
?lled with a ?ller, such as Fiberglas, or the like, whereby 
the playing board surface is not interrupted. Nuts 164 
and 166 are located on the screw 160 above and below 
the horizontal bracket portion, whereby the screw may 
function as a jack and upon locating the nuts 164 and 166, 
as desired, it will be appreciated that the screw may be 
raised or lowered to very accurately locate the center of 
the board 150 relative to its peripheral portions. As a 
jackserew 160 is associated with the board 10 at each of 
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the ‘cross members 28, very accurate ‘regulation of the 
planar con?guration of the board may be achieved. 
The upper surface 168 of the cross members 28 is 

preferably formed on a small oblique angle to the bottom 
surface 170 of the board 150. This angle may be in the 
neighborhood of three degrees and is exaggerated in the 
drawing for purpose of illustration. The angled surface 
168 permits wedges 172 to be inserted between the cross 
member and the underside of the board 150 to support 
the central portions of the board at- spaced locations 
throughout the length of the cross members. Thus, after 
the jackscrews 160 are adjusted to assure that the board 
150 is “flat,” the wedges 172 will be inserted to maintain 
the board adjustment. Cement may be applied to the 
wedges 172, to a?'ix them in position. 
From the foregoing description of the construction of 

a billiard or pocket billiard table in accord with the in 
vention, it will be appreciated that a high quality table is 
formed in such a manner that the table fabrication and 
assembly is relatively simple without sacri?cing sound 
structural practices. By the use of extrusions to form the 
fastening members 22, the rail supporting members 84, 
the aprons 110, and the ball return chutes 130, attractive' 
components are employed at a minimum cost and yet a 
high quality appearance is obtained. The leveling of the 
table by means of the adjustable bases 60‘ provides a solid 
and versatile support for the table, and the board jack 
screws and wedges permit the playing surface to be very 
accurately adjusted to a planar con?guration. 

It is appreciated that various modi?cations to the in 
vention may be apparent to those skilled in the art with 
out departing from the spirit and scope thereof, and it is 
intended that the invention be de?ned only by the follow 
ing claims: 
We claim: 
1. A pocket billiard table comprising, in combination, 
(a) a table frame including longitudinal sides and end 

portions, 
(b) ball receiving pockets mounted on said frame ad 

jacent said longitudinal sides, 
(c) elongated aprons mounted on said frame disposed 

adjacent each of said frame longitudinal sides and 
spaced therefrom, said apron-s including an inner side 
disposed toward the adjacent frame longitudinal side 
and being of a length substantially equal to the length 
of said longitudinal sides, 

(d) a pair of spaced parallel horizontally extending 
projections de?ned on the inner side of said aprons de 
?ning a horizontal recess, and 

(e) elongated ‘ball return guides each having a ball re 
ceiving portion and an apron recess engaging por 
tion, said ball receiving portion being angularly re 
lated to said recess engaging portion in the longi 
tudinal direction, said ball return guides recess en 
gaging portion being received within said apron re 
cesses connecting said guides to the associated apron, 
said guides extending below said pockets. 

2. A pocket billiard table comprising, in combination, 
(a) a table frame including longitudinal sides having 
end portions and a central portion, 

(b) end ball receiving pockets mounted on said frame 
adjacent said end portions and a central ball receiv 
ing side pocket mounted on said frame at said cen 
tral portions, 

(c) an elongated apron mounted on said frame adja 
cent and substantially parallel to each longitudinal 
side and spaced therefrom, said aprons including an 
inner side disposed toward the adjacent frame longi 
tudinal side and being of a length substantially equal 
to the length of said longitudinal sides, and 

(d) a pair of elongated return guides mounted on each 
of said aprons adjacent the inner side thereof, each of 
said guides extending from adjacent and below said 
end pockets to adjacent and below the central side 
pocket associated with a common longitudinal side, 
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6 
said guides being angularly related to the horizontal 
whereby the portion of each guide adjacent an end 
pocket is disposed above the portion of the same guide 
adjacent the side pocket. 

3. In a pocket billiard table as in claim 2 wherein: 
(a) a pair of spaced, parallel, horizontally extending 

projections are de?ned on the inner side of said 
aprons, de?ning a horizontal recess, and 

(-b) said ball return guides each having a ball receiv 
ing portion and an apron recess engaging portion, 
said ball receiving portion being angularly related to 
said recess engaging portion in the longitudinal direc 
tion, said ball return guides recess engaging portion 
being received within said apron recesses and con 
necting said guides to the associated apron intermedi 
ate the associated apron and the adjacent longitudinal 
frame side. 

4. In a pocket billiard table as in claim 3 wherein: 
(a) said ball return guides include a frame attachment 
portion adjacent said ball receiving portion and 
spaced from the recess engaging portion whereby 
said guides may be attached to the adjacent frame 
longitudinal side by said frame attachment portion. 

5. A pocket billiard table comprising, in combination, 
(a) a table frame including longitudinal sides, end por 

tions and a playing surface, 
(b) ‘rail supporting members a?ixed to said longitudi 

nal sides, each including a ?ange portion extending 
above said playing surface and extending away from 
said playing surface and terminating in a horizontal 
edge spaced from the associated frame longitudinal 
side, . 

(c) ball receiving pockets de?ned on said frame adja 
cent said longitudinal sides, 

(d) an elongated apron disposed adjacent each of said 
‘frame longitudinal sides, said aprons each including 
upper and lower edges and an inner surface and being 
of a length substantially corresponding to the length 
of said frame longitudinal sides, 

(e) means connecting said aprons’ upper edges to the 
associated rail supporting member ?ange portion ter 
minating horizontal edge whereby said aprons extend 
below said horizontal edge, 

(f) a horizontal ball return guide support de?ned on 
said inner surface of each of said aprons, and 

(g) elongated ball return guides interposed between 
said aprons and the associated frame longitudinal 
side, said guides each including a longitudinal frame 
mounting portion and a longitudinal apron attach 
ment portion and a longitudinal ball receiving por 
tion de?ned therebetween, said apron attachment por 
tion being angularly related in the longitudinal direc 
tion to said ball receiving portion whereby upon af 
fixing said guide apron attachment portion upon said 
ball return guide support and a?ixing said frame 
mounting portion to the associated frame longitudi 
nal side said ball receiving portion will be inclined 
with respect to the horizontal and said guides will 
'ai?x the associated apron to the adjacent frame longi 
tudinal side, said guides extending below said pock 
ets. 

6. A pocket billiard table comprising, in combination, 
(a) a table frame including longitudinal sides and end 

portions, 
(b) ball receiving pockets mounted on said frame ad 

jacent' said longitudinal sides, 
(-c) elongated ‘aprons mounted on said frame disposed 

adjacent each of said frame longitudinal sides and 
spaced therefrom, said aprons including an inner side 
disposed toward the adjacent frame longitudinal side 
and being of a length substantially equal to the length 
of said longitudinal sides, . 

(d) means on the inner side of said aprons de?ning a 
horizontal recess, and 

(e) elongated ball return guides each having a ball re 
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ceiving portion and an apron recess engaging por- 1,543,550 6/1925 Correale et a1 _______ __ 273-11 
tion, said ball receiving portion being angularly re- 1,656,416 1/1928 Brinkman _________ __ 273-11 
lated to said recess engaging portion in the longitudi- 3,115,341 12/ 1963 Feddick et a1. ______ __ 273-11 
nal direction, said ball return guides recess engaging 3,180,642 4/ 1965 Reinern-an __________ __ 273—-3 

portion.being_ received within said apron recesses 5 FOREIGN PATENTS 
connectlng said guides to the associated apron, sald 7 
guides extending below said pockets. 786,452 6/1935 France 

963,206 12/1949 France. 
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