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When performing works in the mouth of patients the 
dentist uses, among other facilities, a waste cup for col 
lecting bloody gauze swabs, saliva-soaked pellets or rollers 
of cotton or other waste material, as well as a stripping 
fork combined in different ways with the cup and allow 
ing a cleaning of the pliers and other hand instruments 
by wiping off the contaminations adhering to the same. 
The waste cup usually consists of a metallic material 

or of glass or a combination of these two materials, and 
it is placed in an annular holder when mounted for uti 
lization. After each .patient the waste cup has to be ex 
changed, removed, emptied, washed up, dried and steri~ 
lized for repeated utilization. 
The stripping fork can be of a metallic material and 

then it causes about the same procedure as the cup for 
allowing it to be utilized for a new patient. The stripping 
fork can also be of paper for being discarded when used 
for one patient. In any case it has to be mounted on a pin 
shaped holder provided on the annular holder for the 
cup, and removed from said pin-shaped holder after uti 
lization. 
An object of the invention is to reduce the time hitherto 

necessary for the mounting and removal of the waste cup 
and the stripping fork, and to eliminate the time hitherto 
necessary for washing, drying and sterilization. 
Another object is to improve the possibility of having 

the waste material collected on the bottom of the cup, 
avoiding sticking of the same at the circumference or 
lateral wall. 

The essential features of the invention for attaining 
these objects refer to the provision of at least one strip 
ping tongue projecting inwards from the circumference 
of the waste cup made from a material suitable for single 
use. 

A further object of the invention is to render it possible 
to stack such singleause cups in each other in spite of 
the projecting stripping tongue by having the stripping 
tongue occupying at ?rst one position allowing stacking 
and then a different position of use. 
The combination of features according to the invention 

is set forth in the appendant claims, and one embodiment 
of the invention is by way of example described in the 
following speci?cation with reference to the accompany 
ing drawings, in which: 
FIG. 1 shows the waste cup prior to the insertion of 

the same in a holder ring, and in a vertical cross-section 
along the line I—I in FIG. 2; 
FIG. 2 is a plan view of the waste cup corresponding 

to FIG. 1; 
FIG. 3 shows the waste cup from the front side and 

after the insertion of the same in a holder ring; 
FIG. 4 is a plan view of the waste cup corresponding 

to FIG. 3; 

FIG. 5 is a fractional vertical cross-section through a 
stripping tongue and adjacent parts of the waste cup and 
the holder ring during an initial step of the insertion of 
the cup; 

FIG. 6 is a cross-section similar to FIG. 5 but illus 
trating the stripping tongue upon completed insertion of 
the waste cup; 
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FIG. 7 is a plan view of a modi?ed waste cup prior to 

the insertion in a holder ring; 
FIG. 8 is a cross-section similar to FIG. 6 but illus 

trating a modi?ed holder ring adapted to be utilized with 
a waste cup according to FIG. 7. 

In the embodiment shown in FIGS. 1 and 4, the cir 
cumferential wall 1 of the waste cup is made as a twelve 
sided polygon with a plurality of tongues 2 which are 
distributed along the circumferential edge of the cup. 
Prior to the insertion of the cup in the holder ring, said 
tongues 2 occupy a ?rst position in which they lie in a 
plane substantially parallel with the bottom of the cup, 
as shown in FIGS. 1 and 2. At least one of said tongues 
is carried out as a stripping tongue or stripping fork with 
an outwards‘extending base portion 2a and an upwards 
extending end portion 2b. The end portion 2b extends 
substantially at right angles to the base portion 26! (FIG. 
1) and has a toothed edge 2c. 
FIGS. 1 and 2 show a cup with two stripping tongues 

2a, 2b, but it is possible to provide only one stripping 
tongue or more than two stripping tongues. The cup to 
gether with the tongues can be an integrally moulded 
body of plastic (a die-pressed article) or can be made 
integrally of paper or the like. 

After taking out a cup from the bottom of a stack 
within a dispenser of well-known type, the cup is placed 
in the holder ring ,3, as appearing from FIGS. 3 and 4. 
The holder ring can have an interruption in its circum 
ference in the form of an opening 3IL of a width such 
that the operator during the insertion of the cup in the 
holder ring 3 can pass a ?nger of the hand through said 
opening, so that it will not be necessary to change the 
grip when moving the cup from the dispenser to the proper 
position in the holder ring. After the cup has been put 
down loosely in the holder ring 3 according to FIG. 5, 
the cup is forced downwards through the holder ring, 
whereby all tongues 2 and 2a, 2b are bent upwards and 
?nally occupy their position of use according to FIG. 6. 
The connection of the tongues 2 and 2a, 2b with the 

circumference of the cup is pliable for allowing this 
bending, for instance having a thinner cross-section than 
the tongues and the wall of the cup. 
When the tongues are bent upwards, the tongues 2 

are directed upwards for guiding and maintaining the cup 
in proper position in the holder ring. Also the base por 
tions 2a of the stripping tongues are directed upwards. 
Evidently the guiding tongues 2 correspond substantially 
to the base portions 2a the stripping tongues. The toothed 
end portions 2b of the stripping tongues as bent upwards 
are automatically ‘brought approximately to the position 
shown in FIGS. ‘3, 4 and 6. It is important that the strip 
ping tongues 2a, 2b which besides should be resilient to 
some extent, projects inwards over the cup so that waste 
material wiped off will fall down into the interior of the 
cup. An accordingly suitable angle has been given to the 
end portion 2b in relation to the base portion 2a from the 
beginning on account of the moulding or diepress pro 
cedure. The provision of more than one stripping tongue 
on the circumference of the cup will render it more easy 
for the operator to ?nd a stripping tongue in a suitable position. 
In the modi?cation shown in FIGS. 7 and 8 the guid 

ing tongues 2 of the cup of FIGS. 1 to 4‘ are eliminated, 
only two stripping tongues 2a, 211 being provided. The 
cup is not intended to be forced down through the holder 
ring, as according to FIG. ‘6, but is adapted to have its 
circumferential edge 1a resting upon and supported by 
the upper edge of the holder ring 3, as shown in FIG. 8. 

' tongues 2a, 2b upwards, the 
holder ring is made with an upwards projecting tongue 
3a for each stripping tongue of the cup, as shown in 
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of each stripping tongue can 

e made with a projection 2d for engagement in a corre 
ponding recess in the tongue 3a of the holder ring, for 
ecuring the proper position of the cup in use. Also in 
his modi?cation, the stripping tongues 2a, 2b occupy dif 
erent positions when stacked and when in use, and they 
lave end portions 2b with a toothed edge 20, said end 
)ortions according to FIG. 8 extending inwards over the 

:up. 
The cup should taper downwards so as to allow the 

itacking of the cups in each other in a dispenser, and the 
same relates also to the end portions of the stripping 
:ongues (see FIG. 1). The number of sides of the 
polygonal cross-section of the cup can be varied, and it 
is also possible to make the wall of the cup conical, as 
indicated in FIG. 7. The inclined wall of the cup can be 
made with guiding ribs 1b for engagement with the cylin 
drical holder ring 3, as indicated in FIG. 8. 
The invention is not restricted to the embodiment de 

scribed and illustrated, modi?cations ‘being possible with 
in the scope of the appendant claims. 
We claim: 
1. A dental waste cup adapted to be inserted in an an 

nular holder, said cup comprising at least one stripping 
tongue for wiping off waste material from a dentist’s in 
strurnent, said stripping tongue being made integrally with 
the cup of a material suitable for use only for one patient, 
said stripping tongue comprising a base portion which 
prior to the insertion of the cup in a holder extends out 
wards from the circumference of the cup, and a toothed 
end portion ‘which prior to the insertion of the cup in the 
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holder extends upwards from the cup, said stripping tongue 
having a pliable connection with the cup for allowing the 
holder to bend the stripping tongue when the cup is in 
serted in the holder, said stripping tongue after this in 
sertion and bending having its base portion projecting 
upwards from the circumference of the cup, and having 
its toothed end portion extending inwards over the cup. 

2. A dental waste cup as claimed in claim 1, compris 
ing in addition to at least one stripping 
to claim 1 also a plurality of further tongues distributed 
along the circumference of the cup and consisting only 
of a base portion similar to the base portion of the said 
stripping tongue, said further tongues having also a pliable 
connection with the cup for allowing the holder to bend 
said further tongues when the cup is inserted in the holder, 
said further tongues after this insertion and bending pro 
jecting upwards from the circumference of the cup for 
maintaining the cup in proper position in the holder. 

3. An annular holder for dental waste cups as claimed 
in claim 1, having an interruption in its circumference of 
a width allowing a ?nger of the hand to pass during in 
sertion of a cup. 

4. An annular holder for dental waste cups as claimed 
in claim 1, having a tongue projecting upwards for bend 
ing the stripping tongue inwards during insertion of a cup. 
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