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This invention relates to containers and more par 
ticularly relates to containers for packaging shotgun 
shells. 

It is an object of this invention to provide a shotgun 
shell container which may be suspended from the belt 
of the user. 7 

It is a further object of this invention to provide a 
container for shotgun shells having a removable section to 
provide a dispensing opening through which the shells 
may be removed one at a time and wherein the follow 
ing shotgun shell is prevented from being accidently 
discharged. 

These and other objects of this invention may be ac 
complished according to a preferred embodiment of the 
invention by providing a container having a top closure 
panel hingedly connected to the rear wall of a container. 
The top closure panel may include a tuck ?ap hingedly 
connected to the free end of a top closure portion. A 
score line may extend transversely across the closure por 
tion. 
A removable section de?ned by a line of Weakness 

may extend across each of the side Walls of the container 
and extend partially into the front and side walls there 
of. Each removable section de?nes a dispensing opening 
for a shotgun shell and has upper and lower lips in the 
side walls and an opening in the front and rear wall co 
extensive with the opening in the side walls, 

This invention may be more readily understood by 
reference to the following description of a preferred em 
bodiment and to the accompanying drawings in which: 
FIGURE 1 is a perspective view of the front side and 

top of the container as seen looking downwardly from 
above; 
FIGURE 2 is a perspective view of the side, rear, and 

bottom of the container as seen looking upwardly from 
below; and 
FIGURE 3 is a perspective view of the container as 

seen from looking downwardly from above showing it 
attached to the belt of a user and with the removable 
dispensing sections removed. 

Referring to FIGURES 1 and 2, the container generally 
comprises a front wall 2, side walls 4 and 6, a rear wall 
8, and top and bottom closure panels 10 and 12. A glue 
?ap (not shown) may be hingedly attached to the side 
wall 4 and glued to the rear wall 8 to provide a generally 
rectangular structure. 
Top end panels 14 and 16 may be hingedly connected 

to the side walls 4 and 6 respectively. The top and panels 
14 and 16 may include laterally extending tongue por 
tions 16 and 18 adjacent the free ends thereof. 
The top closure panel 10 is hingedly connected to the 

rear wall 8 of the container and includes a top tuck ?ap 
24 hingedly connected to the free end of a top closure 
portion 26. A score line 28 extends transversely across 
the top closure portion 26 to de?ne a ?rst top section 
30 and a second top section 32. 
The bottom end panel 12 is hingedly connected to the 

front wall 2 and may include a bottom tuck ?ap 33 
which is hingedly connected to a bottom closure portion 
35. The bottom of the container may also be provided 
with a pair of opposed ‘bottom end panels hingedly con 
nected to the side walls 4 and 6, although such panels 
‘do not appear in the drawing. The bottom end panels may 
be constructed similar to to the top end panels 14 and 16. 

10 

15 

20 

25 

30 

35 

40 

45 

50 

55 

60 

65 

70 

3,332,594 
Patented July 25, 1967 

2 
Removable sections 34 and 36 may extend across the 

side walls 4 and 6 respectively. Each removable section 
has a portion 38, 40, 42 and 44 extending partially into 
the front and rear walls 2 and 8 of the container as 
shown in FIGURES l and 2. Each of the removable 
sections is de?ned by a line of weakness 46 which is 
formed by partially cutting or perforating the container. 

In use, the bottom of the container is closed, and, 
after the container is loaded with shotgun shells 47, the 
top end panels may be enclosed over the top of the con 
tainer by inter-engaging their tongue portions 16 and 18. 
The top closure panel may then be folded over the top 
of the end panels and the top tuck ?ap 24 tucked in be 
tween the end panels 10 and 12 and the ‘front wall 2. The 
shells, at this point, are completely enclosed within the 
container and the container may be distributed to a 
shooter. 
When the shooter procures the container and desires 

to use the shotgun shells, he may fold the top closure 
panel 10 back and insert the panel between his "belt 48 
and body. The top tuck ?ap 24 and second top section 
32 may the folded around the belt by bending at the 
score line 28 such that they tuck ?ap 24 and the second 
top section 32 are positioned between the container and 
belt 38. The weight of the container will then serve to 
lock the top closure panel on the belt. 
To remove the removable sections 34 and 36 and there 

by provide a dispensing opening for access to the shot 
gun shells, the user may grasp the portion of each re 
movable section that extends into the front and rear walls 
between his thumb and one of his ?ngers and press in 
wardly to separate such portions from their respective 
walls. The user may then pull outwardly, away from 
the side walls of the container, to separate the remaining 
portion of the removable section from the side wall. 
As can be seen in FIGURE 2, after the removable sec 

tions have been removed, each of the dispensing openings 
50 in the container is de?ned by an upper lip portion 52 
and a lower lip portion 54, The opening between the lip 
portions 52 and 54 is less than the thickness of a shot 
gun shell. The width of the opening in the side walls 4 
and 6 immediately adjacent the hinged connection of the 
front and rear walls 2 and 8 is greater than that between 
the lip portions 40 and 42 and substantially the same as 
the thickness of a shotgun shell. The provision of the 
spaced lip portions prevents a following shotgun shell 
from lbeing accidently discharged from the container 
after the ‘user removes a shell. 
The openings in the front and side walls 2 and 8 in 

clude a ?rst portion 56 immediately adjacent the hinged 
connection to the side walls having a width equal to the 
adjacent portion of the opening in the side wall and a 
reduced second portion 58 having a width equal to the 
Width between the lip portions 52 and 54. 
The openings in the front and rear walls expose the 

ends of the shotgun shell 47 and permit the user to grasp 
the shotgun shell between his thumb and one of his ?ngers 
and remove it from the container. The enlarged ?rst por 
tion 56 of the opening permits the user to tilt the axis 
of the shotgun shell relative to the plane of the side wall 
to facilitate its removal while the reduced portion 58 pre 
vents accidental ejection of the shotgun shell from the 
container in a direction parallel to its axis. 
By virtue of the above-described construction, the 

shotgun shell container of this invention incorporates a 
top closure member which can be utilized to attach the 
container to the belt of a user to provide easy access to 
shotgun shells. Moreover, the particular con?guration of 
the dispensing opening insures that only one shell can be 
removed from the container at one time, thereby prevent 
ing the danger of shells falling loose from the container 
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without the knowledge of the user. By providing remov 
able sections having a con?guration of the dispensing 
opening, the package of shells may be transported and 
sold in a complete enclosure, with the removable section 
.only being removed at the time it is desired to use the 
shells. ' 

While reference has been made to one particular em— 
bodiment of this invention, various alterations and modi 
?cations will readily suggest themselves to those skilled in 
the art. Accordingly, the scope of this invention should be 
ascertained by reference to the following claims. 

, What is claimed is: 
1. A container for shotgun shells for attachment to a 

belt of a user comprising front and rear walls, two side 
walls, a bottom closure panel, and a top closure panel, 
said top closure panel including a top closure portion hav 
ing one end hingedly connected to said rear Wall, a tuck 
?ap hingedly connected to the opposite end of said top 
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closure portion, and a score line extending across said ,_ 
closure portion in a direction parallel to the end thereof 
and dividing said closure panel into ?rst and second sec_ 
tions, said top closure flap being adapted to be wrapped 
around a belt by bending along said score line, and posi 
tioning said ?rst section of said closure portion between 
said belt and said user and positioning said second sec 
tion and said tuck ?ap between said belt and said rear 
wall of said container. 

2. A container for shotgun shells for attachment to the 
belt of a ‘user comprising front and rear walls; two side 
walls, each side Wall having one side edge connected to 
said front wall and the opposite side edge connected to 
said rear wall; a bottom closure panel; and a top closure 
panel, said top closure panel including a top closure por 
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tion having one end hingedly connected to said rear wall, . 
a tuck ?ap hingedly connected to the opposite end of said 35 

4 
top closure portion, and a score line extending across said 
closure portion in a direction parallel to the end thereof 
and dividing said closure panel into ?rst and second sec 
tions; at least one of said side walls having a removable 
section de?ned by a line of weakness, said line ‘of weak 
ness including a ?rst set of spaced portions intermediate 
the side edge of said side wall, a second set of spaced por 
tions interconnected with said ?rst set and extending to 
one side edge of said side wall, and a third set of spaced 
portions interconnected With said ?rst set and extending 
to the other side edge of said side wall, each of said sec 
ond and third sets having their portions spaced apart a 
greater distance than the portions of said first set; and 
said line of weakness extending into said front and rear 
walls to de?ne continuations of said removable section, 
said line of weakness in each of said front and rear 
walls including a ?rst set of spaced portions spaced apart 
a distance equal to the space between the. portions of 
said second and third sets in said side wall and being 
coextensive therewith, a second set of spaced portions 
spaced apart a distance less than the distance between the 
portions of said ?rst set in said front and rear walls, and 
a portion interconnecting the portions of said second set 
at their ends remote from said side wall. 
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