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My invention relates to a security-interviewer device 
combining the features and advantages of a peep-hole 
device and of a lock installed in the ‘entrance door of 
an apartment or dwelling for example. 
The security-interviewer device of my invention, more 

over, has the additional advantages of being installable 
as a unit requiring only a single hole 'to be bored through 
the door and of being manufacturable economically and 
in a simple manner from conventional parts. The device 
of my invention also ?nds particular application in a 
situation where, for example, a landlord of a multiple 
dwelling arbitrarily prohibits installation of a conven 
tional peep-hole device which usually requires the boring 
of a hole in the upper central part of the door. 

It is therefore an object of my invention to provide 
a security-interviewer device which is installable as a 
combination unit in an entrance door. 

It is another object of my invention to provide a se 
curity-interviewer device which affords a minimum of 
hardware for installation on or in a door. 

It is also an object of my invention to provide a se 
curity-interviewer device which can 'be located on a door 
at a level thereof that is readily accessible to a child or 
an adult of relatively short height without necessitating 
the elevation of the child or short adult by the employ 
ment of a chair, ladder or other elevating means.’ 

It is an additional object of my invention to provide 
a security-interviewer device which can be located at the 
edge of a door yet which will nevertheless afford a wide 
?eld of view on one side of the door that will render 
a .person at any position in front of that side of the 
door readily visible from the other side of the door. 

It is a further object of my invention to provide a 
security-interviewer device consisting of conventional 
structural components that are assemblable relatively eco 
nomically and in a relative simple manner. 
The features which are considered as characteristic for 

the invention are set forth in the appended claims. 
Although the invention is illustrated and described here 

in as embodied in security-interviewer device, it is never 
theless not intended to be limited to the details shown, 
since various modi?cations and structural changes may 
be made therein without departing from the spirit of the 
invention and within the scope and range of equivalents 
of the claims. 

' The construction and method of operation of the in 
vention, however, together with additional objects and 
advantages thereof will be best understood from the fol 
lowing description of a speci?c embodiment thereof when 
read in connection with the accompanying drawing, in 
which: 
FIG. 1 is a longitudinal sectional view through the 

cylinder of a lock mounted on a door and forming part 
of the security-interviewer device constructed in accord 
ance with my invention; 
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FIG. 2 is a left hand end view of the cylinder of '7 
FIG. 1; 
FIG. 3 is a slightly reduced right hand view of FIG. 

1; and 
FIG. 4 is a longitudinal sectional view of the tele 

scopic viewer forming part of my invention and diagram 
matically showing its ?eld of view. 
As shown in the ?gures, I provide a standard cylinder 

lock 10, for example of the jimmy-proof, key operated 
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type, although it is readily understandable that locks of 
the combination type may also be similarly employed. 
The cylinder 12 extends through a hole 14 bored in an 
entrance door 16 for example. It has a conventional sys 
tem of drivers and tumblers 18 elevatable by the inserted 
key 20 to permit the plug 21 to be turned so as to re 
lease a bolt 22 in a conventional manner from interlock 
ing engagement with a retainng member or strike 24 that 
is secured to a stationary frame 26 of the door. 

In the illustrated embodiment, a hole 28 is drilled 
through the cylinder 12 of the lock 10‘, or otherwise 
suitably formed, in a direction parallel to its longitudinal 
axis at a location that does not interfere with the mount 
ing screws or bolts 30 for example, or with the operating 
mechanism of the lock such as the tumblers 18 and 
springs 32 for example. 
A miniature telescope 34 is inserted in the hole 28 

extending through the cylinder 12 so that a person lo 
cated at the left hand side of the door 16 as viewed 
in FIG. 1 can be sighted through the telescope by a per 
son located on the other side of the door 16, i.e., the 
side from which the bolt 22 can be withdrawn by turn 
ing the knob 37, before he or she turns the knob to 
open the door. 
The telescope 34 can be of any conventional type and 

can consist, as a preferred embodiment, of an ocular lens 
36 at one end and a wide-angle lens 38 such as the illus 
trated planoconcave lens for example, at the other end 
of a tubular member 40 which is snugly press-?tted, se 
cured by epoxy cement or otherwise suitably fastened 
in the hole 28. ' 

The wide-angle telescope 34 serves a rather unique 
purpose in the ‘device constructed in accordance with 
my invention. The 10k 10 is conventionally located at the 
edge of the door 16, usually about one-third to one-half 
way up the height of the door, whereas the face of a 
person of average height standing adjacent the opposite 
side of the door is usually located about three-quarters 
or more of the distance up the height of the door. As 
shown in FIG. 4, the wide-angle telescope 34 thus covers 
a Wide ?eld of view Which permits a person in a closed 
space on one side of the door 16 to view a second per 
son located at substantially any position adjacent the 
other or outer side of the door. 

The telescope can also be suitably provided in a known 
manner with a lens system that will afford a magni?ed 
image of the person being viewed. 
The telescope is located at a side of the knob 37 of 

the lock 10 opposite the side thereof at which the bolt 
22 is located. As viewed in FIG. 3, the bolt 22 is on the 
right hand edge of the door 16 so that the telescope 34 
is at the left hand side of the knob 37. When the bolt 
22 is located on the left hand edge of a door, the tele 
scope 34 will then be inserted in a hole 28 drilled through 
the cylinder 12 at the right hand side of the knob 37. 

I claim: 
1. Security-interviewer device comprising a lock for a 

door, said lock having a portion formed with a pair of 
opposite end faces, said portion being insertable in a hole 
provided in the door so that said end faces are located at 
opposite sides of the door, said lock having means for 
bolting the door to a ?xed door frame so as to close off 
one space from another and having means at one side 
of the door for manually releasing said door bolting 
means, means on the other side of the door having an 
opening therein for receiving a key adapted to release 
said door bolting means from the other side of the door, 
both of said means for releasing said door bolting means 
being in mutual axial alignment on opposite sides of the 
door, and optical lens means extending through a bore 
formed in said portion between said end faces thereof 
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and located adjacent said manual releasing means whereby 
a ?rst person located in the space on one side of the door 
can view the space on the other side of the door through 
said optical lens means to identify a second person seek 
ing entry to the space on said one side of the door, and 
said ?rst person can actuate said means for manually re 
leasing said door bolting means to open said door and 
admit said second person. 

2. Security-interviewer device comprising a cylinder 
lock for a door, said lock having a cylinder insertable 
into a hole formed in the door so that the end faces of 
the cylinder are located at opposite sides of the door, said 
lock having means for bolting the door to a ?xed door 
frame so as to close off one space from another and 
having means at one side of the door for releasing said 
door bolting means, means on the other side of the door 
having an opening therein for receiving a key adapted to 
to release said door bolting means from the other side of 
the door, both of said means for releasing said door bolt 
ing means being in axial alignment on opposite sides of 
the door, and optical magni?fing means extending through 
a bore formed in said cylinder substantially parallel to the 
axis of said cylinder and located adjacent said manual 
releasing means whereby a ?rst person located in the 
space on one side of the door can view the space on the 
other side of the door through said optical magni?ying 
means to identify a second person seeking entry to the 
space on said one side of the door, and said ?rst person 
can actuate said means for releasing said door bolting 
means to open said door and admit said second person. 

3. Security-interviewer device comprising a cylinder 
door lock, the cylinder of said lock being insertable in a 
hole formed in a door so that the end faces of said cylin 
der are located at opposite sides of the door, said lock 
having a bolt for locking the door to a ?xed door frame 
so as to close olf one space from another and having a 
knob at one side of the door, said knob being turnable 
manually for releasing said bolt and unlocking the door, 
said cylinder having a key-receiving plug located on the 
other side of the door in axial alignment with said knob, 
said plug being actuable by turning the key to release said 
bolt and unlock the door from the other side thereof, 
and optical lens means extending through a bore formed 
in said cylinder between said end faces thereof and lo 
cated adjacent said knob whereby a ?rst person located 
in the space on one side of the door can view the space 
on the other side of the door through said optical lens 
means to identify a second person seeking access to the 
space on said one side of the door, and ‘said ?rst person 
can then actuate said knob for releasing said bolt to open 
said door and admit said second person. 

4. Security-interviewer device comprising a cylinder 
door lock, the cylinder of said lock being receivable in a 
hole formed in a door so that the end faces of said cylin 
der are located at opposite sides of the door, said lock 
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having a bolt for locking the door to a ?xed door frame 
so as to close off one space from another and having a 
knob at one side of the door, said knob being turnable 
manually for releasing said bolt and unlocking the door, 
said cylinder having a key-receiving plug located on the 
‘other side of the door in axial alignment with said knob, 
said plug being actuable by turning the key to release said 
bolt and unlock the door from the other side thereof, 
and a telescope extending through a bore formed in said 
cylinder from end face to end face thereof and located 
adjacent said knob whereby a ?rst person located in the 
space on one side of the door can view the space on the 
other side of the door through said telescope to identify 
a second person seeking entry to the space on said one 
side of the door, and said ?rst person can then turn said 
knob for releasing said bolt to open said door and admit 
said second person. 

5. Security-interviewer device according to claim 1 
wherein said optical lens means comprises a Wide-angle 
lens for providing a relatively wide ?eld of view of the 
space on the other side of the door. 

6. Security-interviewer device according to claim 4 
wherein said telescope comprises a tubular member ex 
tending through the hole in said lock cylinder and a lens 
system including a wide-angle lens mounted in said 
tubular member. 

7. Security-interviewer device according to claim 6 
wherein said lens system also provides magni?cation. 

8. Security~interviewer device according to claim 2 
wherein said cylinder door lock is adapted for mounting 
at the edge of the door and the hole formed in the door is 
located adjacent the door edge for receiving said lock 
cylinder therein. 

9. Security-interviewer device according to claim 3 
wherein said optical lens means is located at a side of said 
knob opposite the side thereof at which said bolt is 
located. 
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