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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 

The present invention concerns a luggage case having 
opposing molded end panels with opposing grooves and 
with one or more dividers each cooperable with an op 
posing pair of grooves for holding the divider in an up 
right position. The end panels are further provided with 
?anges to permit the end panels to be readily stitched to 
side walls of the case to secure the end panels in as 
sembly therewith. 

The present invention relates generally to a catalog 
or luggage case that can be used to carry different types 
of goods. The luggage case herein disclosed generally is 
of the type described in US. Patent No. 3,169,615. 
The present invention concerns itself with a new type 

of luggage case having molded end panels particularly 
constructed for ready assembly with bottom and side 
walls of the luggage case. In the past, it has generally 
been the practice to employ leather or plastic relatively 
?exible end closure panels. Cases of the present type pre 
viously were compartmentalized with dividers that were 
switched or interiorly secured within the case. 

According to important features of this invention, the 
molded end panels are formed with ribs which de?ne 
opposing grooves and removable relatively stilf dividers 
are provided for engagement in the grooves in a number 
of different positions. These dividers can be removed at 
any time from the grooves and engaged with other 
grooves to vary the sizes of the compartments within the 
case as desired in accordance with certain features of this 
invention. 
According to other features of this invention, the end 

panels are provided with a continuous peripheral ?ange 
which extends beyond the plane of the rib bottoms so 
that the ?ange can be stitched to the side and bottom 
walls of the luggage case free of interference with the 
ribs and so that the cases can be economically manu 
factured at higher production rates. 
In accordance with other features of this invention, 

the ribs on the end panels are intentionally restricted in 
vertical dimensions so as to be spaced above the bottom 
?ange portion of the peripheral rim ?ange providing a 
stitching clearance area thereunder to facilitate attach 
ment of the end panels to the side and bottom walls of 
the luggage case. 

In accordance with still other features of this inven 
tion, the dividers are provided with inclined edges be 
tween the side edges and the bottom edge for extending 
free of the end panels at lower ends thereof whereby the 
divider can snugly engage the end panels as well as the 
case bottom. 

It is, therefore, an important object of this invention 
to provide a new and improved luggage case that can be 
economically manufactured and which has removable 
dividers that can be positioned in a number of different 
selectable positions. 

Still another object of this invention is to provide a 
new and improved luggage case wherein the end panels 
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can be formed in a molding process and conveniently 
stitched to side and bottom walls to form a luggage case. 

Other objects and features of this invention will more 
fully become apparent in view of the following detailed 
description taken in conjunction with the accompanying 
drawings illustraitng a single embodiment and in which: 
FIGURE 1 is a perspective view of my luggage case; 
FIGURE 2 is an enlarged cross sectional view taken 

substantially on the line II—II looking in the direction 
indicated by the arrow as seen in FIGURE 1; 
FIGURE 3 is an enlarged perspective View of a molded 

end panel; and 
FIGURE 4 is an enlarged fragmentary cross sectional 

view taken substantially on the line IV-IV looking in 
the direction indicated by the arrows as seen in FIG 
URE 1. 
As shown on the drawings: The reference numeral 10 

indicates generally my luggage case. This case can be 
manufactured from a folded strip 11 comprised of any 
suitable material or materials. As illustrated, the strip 
11 has inner and outer layers of plastic 11a and 11b 
and an inner layer 110 constituting of relatively stiff 
?berboard. 
When the strip 11 is formed to shape, confronting 

side walls 12 and 13 are joined togehter at lower ends 
by a bottom wall 14. Top ?aps 15 and 16 are secured by 
means of hinges 17 and 18 to upper ends of the side walls 
12 and 13. The top ?ap 16 has a handle 19 that is mount 
ed thereon by means of handle pivots 20 and 21. The 
handle is adapted to project through a ?ap slot 22 pro 
vided in the top ?ap 15. Suitable locks 23 are provided 
on the top ?aps for locking the case. The case thus far 
described is of the type dlisclosed in US. Patent No. 
3,169,615. 

In accordance with important features of this inven 
tion, molded end panels of rectangular shape 25 are pro 
vided. Since each end panel is of essentially identical 
construction a description of one Will sut?ce for each 
of them. 
The end panel 25 includes a main panel portion 25a 

that is peripherally encompassed by a continuous angled 
marginal rim ?ange 27 having top, bottom and side rim 
?ange portions 28, 29, 30 and 31. Cooperable with each 
end panel 25 is a marginal T-shaped reinforcing strip 
32. As is illustrated in FIGURE 2, the end panels are 
positioned between the side panels or side walls 12 and 
13 and on ‘the bottom wall 14. The T-shaped reinforcing 
strip is mounted between the peripheral rim ?ange 27 and 
the side and bottom walls 12, 13 and 14. These surfaces 
are stitched together by stitching 33 and are further se 
cured by means of rivets 34 and 35. 
Each end panel 25 has a series of upright vertically 

extending molded ribs 36 that terminate at bottom ends in 
inclined rib bottoms 36a. The ribs 36 de?ne inwardly 
opening confronting grooves 37. The peripheral ?ange 27 
extends in one direction away from main panel portion 
25a and the grooves 37 open in an opposite direction 
away from the main panel portion 25a. It will further 
be noted that the ribs 36 terminate at lower ends so as 
to be spaced above bottom rim ?ange portion 29 to pro 
vide an enlarged stitching clearance area 42 as will here 
after he discussed in further detail. 
A series of dividers 38 are provided for selective as 

sembly with selective confronting grooves 37 on the end 
panels 25. These dividers can be comprised of any suit 
able material such as wood and the like and are provided 
with vertical edges 39 for removable slidable engagement 
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within the grooves 37. These vertical edges 39 terminate 
at lower ends in beveled edges 40 which in turn are con 
nected to a bottom edge 41. The beveled edges 40 are par 
ticularly positioned so that the vertical divider edges 39 
can engage in the end panel grooves 37 and so that the 
bottom edge, 41 can engage with the bottom wall 14 of 
the luggage case, all without interfering with the enlarged 
stitching clearance area 42; It is in this manner that the 
divider can be ?rmly supported interiorly of the bag 
on the bottom 14, the inclined molded rib bottoms 36a, 
and between the walls de?ning the rib grooves 37. 
The rim ?ange 27 is dimensioned with reference to 

the molded ribs 36 so that enough area is provided to 
permit the rim ?ange to be stitched to the side and bot 
tom Walls of the luggage case in a vertical plane P-l 
spaced from a vertical plane P~2 extending through the 
rib bottoms 36. By manufacturing the luggage case with 
the previously described features, presently available 
equipment can be readily used for assembling the com 
ponents of my luggage case. ' 

It is signi?cant to note that vertical grooves 37 extend 
vertically through the upper or top rim ?ange portion 
28 in the peripheral rim ?ange 27 so that the divider 38 
can be readily assembled therein as shown in FIGURES 
2 and 3. The top rim ?ange portion 28 also serves another 
important function since the ?aps 15 and 16 can rest 
thereon and be supported thereby when they are disposed 
in a closed overlapped position as illustrated in FIGURES 
1 and'4. , 

Although minor modi?cations might be suggested by 
those versed in the art, it should be understood that I 
wish to embody within the scope of the patent warranted 
hereon, all such modi?cations as reasonably and properly 
come within the scope of my contribution to the art. 

I claim: 
1. A luggage case comprising 
side and bottom case walls, 
end panels disposed between said side case walls and 

‘on said bottom case wall in assembly therewith and 
with said panels having upright ribs de?ning opposing 
rib grooves, 

closure» ?aps hingedly secured to upper ends of said 
side walls, a , , , , 

dividers having opposite upright edges removably se 
cured in said rib grooves and a bottom divider edge 
carried on said bottom case wall, 7 t 

the end panels each having'a continuous ,rim'?ange 
about its perimeter including top, bottom and side 
rim ?ange portions extending away from said di 
viders, stitch means securing said top, bottom and 
side ?ange portions on each end panel in unitary 
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assembly with said side and bottom case walls and i 1 
with said top ?ange portions providing supports for 
said closure ?aps. 

2. A luggage case comprising 
side and bottom case walls, 
'end panels disposed between said side case walls and 

on said bottom case wall in assembly therewith and 
with said panels having upright ribs de?ning con 
fronting rib grooves, 

dividers having opposite upright edges removably se 
cured in said rib grooves and a bottom divider edge 
carried ‘on said bottom case wall, 

the end panels each having a continuous rim ?ange 
' about its perimeter including top, bottom and side 
rim ?ange portions extending away from said di 
viders, and stitch means securing said top, bottom 

7 and side ?ange portions on each end panel in unitary 
assembly with said side and bottom case walls, 

the stitch means lying in a vertical plane spaced out 
Wardly at each end from a vertical plane through 

4 said ribs. 

3. A luggage case comprising 
side and bottom case walls, 
‘end panels disposed between said side case walls and 
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on said bottom case wall in assembly ‘therewith and 
with said panels having upright ribs de?ning con 
fronting rib grooves, 

dividers having opposite upright edges removably se 
cured in said rib grooves and a bottom divider edge 
carried von said bottom case wall, ' 

the end panels each having an'angled rim ?ange about 
its perimeter including top, bottom and side rim 
?ange portions extending away from said dividers, 

the lower ends of said ribs being spaced above said 
bottom, rim ?ange portion providing a stitching 'clear- 7 
ance area, and 

stitch means securing said top; bottom and side ?ange 
portions on each end panel in unitary assembly with 
said side and bottom case Walls, 

the stitch means lying in a vertical plane spaced out 
wardly at each end from a vertical plane through 
said ribs. 

4. A luggage case comprising 
side and bottom case walls, 
end panels disposed between said side case walls and 
on said bottom case wall in assembly therewith and 
with said panels having upright ribs de?ning con 
fronting rib grooves, 

dividers having opposite upright edges removably se 
cured in said rib grooves and a bottom divider edge 
carried on said bottom case wall, , 

the end panels each having an angled rim ?ange about 
its perimeter including top, bottom and side rim 
?ange portions extending away from said dividers, 

the lower ends of said ribs being spaced above said bot 
tom rim ?ange portion providing a stitching clear 
ance area, 

the dividers each having inclined edges at opposite ends 
joined with said upright edges and with said bottom 
divider edge whereby the dividers can extend free 
of the end panels of the lower ends of the rib grooves 
to avoid interference and to insure coaction with the 
bottom case wall and the end panels, and stitch means 
securing said top, bottom and side ?ange portions on 
each end panel in unitary assembly with said side 
and bottom case Walls. ' ' ‘ 

5. A luggage case comprising 
side and bottom case walls, 7 
end panels disposed between said side case walls and 

on said bottom case Wall in assembly therewith and 
with said panels having upright ribs de?ning con, 
fronting rib grooves, , . 

dividers having opposite upright edges removably se; 
cured in said rib grooves and a bottom divider edge 
carried on said bottom case wall, the end panels 
each having an angled rim ?ange about its perimeter 
including top, bottom and side rim ?ange portions 
extending away from said dividers, , 

the lower ends of said ribs being spaced above said 
bottom rim ?ange portion providing a stitching clear 
ance area, _ 

the dividers each having inclined edges at opposite ends 
joined with said upright edges and with said bottom 
divider edgewhereby the dividers can extend free of 
the end panels of the lower ends'of the rib grooves ' 
to avoid interference and to insure coaction with the 
bottom case wall arid the end panels, arid stitch means ' 
securing said top, bottom and side ?ange portions on 
each end panel in unitary assembly with said side 
‘and bottom case walls, 7 a 

the stitch means lying in a vertical plane spaced out 
wgrdly at each end from a vertical plane through said 
rr 3, 

the lower ends of said ribs being inclined and with said 
inclined edges of said dividers being nestingly en 
gaged therewith for supporting the dividers. 

6. Aluggage case comprising ' i 3 

side and bottom case walls, 7 
end panels disposed between said side case walls and 
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on said bottom case wall in assembly therewith and 
with said panels having upright ribs de?ning con 
fronting rib grooves, 

the end panels each having a continuous rim ?ange 
about its perimeter including top, bottom and side 
rim ?ange portions extending away from said dividers, 

the rib grooves extending vertically through the top rim 
?ange portion on both of the end panels, 

dividers having opposite upright edges removably se 
cured in said rib grooves and a bottom divider edge 
carried on said bottom case Wall, and stitch means 
securing said top, bottom and side ?ange portions 
on each end panel in unitary assembly with said side 
and bottom case walls. - 
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