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This invention relates to apparatus for controlling the 
dynamic range of an electric signal in which itsamplitude 
may be increased or attenuated. In one type of apparatus 
the signal may be increased above its initial value and de 
creased below it. In a second type attenuation only is con 
templated. 
The control of the amplitude change in signal between 

input and output of a device generally falls into three cate 
gories, the ?rst in which the input signal covers a wider 
dynamic range than the output, secondly where the out 
put must cover a wider range than the input, and thirdly 
where the output may be of wider or narrower range than 
the input. In the ?rst category are devices such as those 
for signal limiting and compressing (for example, auto 
matic gain control in telephone and radio systems). In 
the second category are expanders (such as contrast ex 
panders, for example for extended amplitude range repro 
duction from recordings). In the third are signal mixers 
and faders (for example for audio, telephone, or televi 
sion work). The control in all of these cases may be either 
manual or automatic. In the case of compressors and ex 
panders the control is related to the amplitude of the input 
signal, while in the case of faders the control follows a 
predetermined program. 

In variable gain circuits there are always the associated 
problems of distortion, noise (when small amplitudes are 
used to reduce distortion) and drift of grain with time. 
While in constant gain systems negative feedback can 
overcome the problems of distortion and drift, this proce 
dure effectively cancels any gain variations in the ampli 
?er and cannot, perforce, be used where the intent is that 
the gain must change. 

In the past variable gain systems have generally em 
ployed a remote cut off vacuum tube whose desired char 
acteristic of gently and continuously changing slope of 
anode current against grid bias curve is obtained by wind 
ing the control grid as a varying pitch helix. Vacuum tubes 
are in general not compatible with solid state circuits but 
to date such solid state devices as might be considered 
as variable gain devices have produced unsatisfactorily 
large distortion. 

It is one of the objects of the invention to meet the 
shortcomings of the present state of the art by providing 
a solid state device which in one form can achieve both 
ampli?cation and attenuation of an input signal (the ac 
tive mode) under variable gain conditions with a con 
siderably lower distortion than has hitherto been pos 
sible. In a second form of the device low distortion with 
variable attenuation (the passive mode) can be achieved. 

More speci?cally in accordance with the invention there 
is provided apparatus for the amplitude control of elec 
trical signals which comprises a semi-conductor body, a 
source and a drain formed in said body and including a 
conducting channel for current ?ow between the source 
and drain, extending in a direction transverse to the cur 
rent ?ow, ?eld effect gating means for controlling the con 
ductivity of said channel, and means for applying variable 
bias between said chanel and said gating means for vary 
ing the conductivity of said channel in the direction of its 
breadth transverse to the direction of said current ?ow. 

In a preferred form of the invention the gating means 
is of extended breadth in a direction transverse to the 
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direction of the current ?ow in the channel. The source 
and gating means may in some instances be electrically 
resistive and permit potential dividing action along them. 
The gating means may include at least one part which is 
either of semiconducting material or which is insulated 
from the channel material by an insulating layer. 

Other and further objects and features of the invention 
will become apparent from the description which follows. 
The invention will now be described with reference to 

the accompanying drawings in which: 
FIGURE 1 shows a plan view of a device for operation 

in the active mode, 
FIGURE 2 shows a side view in section along the line 

2—2 of FIGURE 1, 
FIGURE 3 shows a schematic circuit diagram for the 

device of FIGURES 1 and 2 with associated components, 
FIGURE 4 shows a curve of drain current against gate 

bias volts for the circuit of FIGURE 3, 
FIGURE 5 shows a plan view of a device similar to that 

of FIGURES 1 and 2 but with a non-looped upper gate, 
FIGURE 6 shows a plan view of a preferred form of 

the device of FIGURES 1 and 2, 
FIGURE 7 shows a plan view of an insulated gate 

?eld elfect device with provision for applying distributed 
bias along the lower gate, 
FIGURE 8 shows a side view of a section along the 

line 8—8 of FIGURE 7, 
FIGURE 9 shows a plan view of a solid state ?eld ef 

fect device for operation in the passive mode, 7 
FIGURE 10 shows a section along line 10——10 of FIG 

URE 9, 
FIGURE 11 shows a schematic circuit diagram includ 

ing the device of FIGURES 9 and 10, and 
FIGURE 12 shows a schematic representation of the 

operation of the device of FIGURES 9 and 10. 
Referring ?rst to FIGURES 1 and 2 the ?eld elfect 

device comprises a substrate 1 of a ?rst conductivity type 
into which a region 2 of the opposite conductivity type 
is diffused using oxide masking technique as in fabricating 
planar transistors. In to a region which is within region 2, 
again using oxide masking, is diffused a doping material 
of the ?rst conductivity type to form the upper gate 3. 
A silicon oxide layer 4 is formed on the surface of the 
device and is punctured by etching (see FIGURE 2) to 
allow deposition of metallic contacts 5, 6 and 7 (such as 
by evaporation or electrolytically) onto the material of 
region 2. As can be seen in FIGURES 1 and 2 the gate 
diffusion 3 forms two narrow strips in regions 10 and 11 
but broadens out to form larger areas at 8 and 9 con 
necting the two strips. In these areas metallic contacts 15 
and 16 are respectively deposited onto the material of 
gate 3. The underside of substrate 1 also has a metallic 
contact layer 17 deposited upon it to form a lower gtae. 
The structure just described thus somewhat resembles 

well known ?eld effect transistors but the con?guration of 
the elements is novel especially the provision of two con 
tacts to the upper gate 3 and the length of the gate 3 is 
somewhat greater than average. 

Having reference now to FIGURE 3 let us assume for 
the sake of argument that the substrate is of- p-type con 
ductivity, that region 2 isof n-type and gate 3 of p-type. 
The device is now connected so that current can pass 
through the region 2 from source contacts 5 and 7 through 
the channels 12 to drain contact 6. Contacts 15 and 16 
form upper and 17 the lower gates respectively. Battery 
20 passes current through the region 2, and load resistor 
21 enables a voltage output with respect to ground to 
be derived at 22. Variable control bias can be applied to 
electrode ‘15 as depicted by battery 24 feeding through 
resistor 25. If punch through from lower gate 17 to upper 
gate '16 is a problem when a high inverse bias is applied, 
gate 17 may be connected through a suit-able value bias 
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battery to ground so that the gradient between the two 
gates is reduced. In practice if the substrate 1 is of high 
resistivity material for instance about 1009 cm. no trouble 
from punch through is normally experienced providing the 
lower gate 17 is biased by connecting it to the junction 
between the battery 24 and resistor 25. The signal ap 
plied between input 26 and ground is fed through a con 
denser ‘27 to electrode 15. 

Let us now examine the curves of FIGURE 4 showing 
the operation of a speci?c prototype device, and assume 
that initially electrode 16 is left disconnected. 
The device now behaves as a typical known ?eld effect 

transistor producing the curve 30. At low and forward 
values of bias on gate 15 (battery 24 is shown in FIGURE 
3 in the position to give inverse bias) the drain current 
varies almost linearly with small changes of gate voltage. 
When however the bias is increased in the inverse direc 
tion, as necessitated when the gain is to be reduced, the 
response becomes more and more distorted producing 
smaller changes in output across load 21 for excursions of 
gate voltage in the inverse direction than for those in the 
forward direction. At a gate bias voltage of about 1.2, 
conduction through the base region 2 ceases. 

‘If however electrode 16 is now connected to source 
potential (i.e. to ground) the curve obtained is that of 31. 
This is a much more desirable curve with a gently chang 
ing slope from the value at extreme forward bias out to 
some very high value of inverse gate bias. In this con 
nection the bias applied to electrode 15 causes a current 
?ow along the gate material 3 from electrode 15 to elec 
trode 16. Since material 3 has resistance, typically about 
10~20KQ, the bias voltage at any section along the device 
therefore varies from a maximum at 15 to zero at 16. 
The gate thus provides a potential dividing action. 

There is one undesirable feature in connecting the elec 
trode 16 directly to ground in that, at least over the oper 
ative range, it is not possible to cut off current flow 
through the channel completely. Suppose now that elec 
trode 16 is connected through a resistor to ground. By 
suitable choice of value for this resistor, curve 32 can be 
derived which not only shows a gentle change in slope, 
but also enables the device to be completely cut off at a 
practically suitable gate voltage. In this connection and 
referring to FIGURE 1 and FIGURE 4, when the bias 
reaches the initial value for cut-off at about 1.2 volts the 
upper end of gate 3 adjacent 15 starts to lock current ?ow 
from source to drain. As the bias is increased the section 
at which conduction ceases moves down the device until 
for a chosen value of resistor between 16 and ground 
at about 4.5 volts bias (on curve 32) conduction along 
the whole breadth of the channel 12 is blocked. The device 
can now be fully cut off if desired, and the bias can be 
varied over a wide range with comparatively little dis 
tortion at the high input amplitudes. It should be noted 
that the potential dividing action of the gate on the input 
signal is linear (since its resistance for all practical pur 
poses is constant) and is responsible for avoiding the 
introduction of distortion since the portion of the gate car 
rying the large signal amplitude is biased to cut off that 
part of the channel to which it is adjacent. 

It can be shown by considering curve 31 (produced by 
a practically constructed device) in the extreme case of 
a compressior having constant output, a dynamic range of 
60 db to 70 db of input can be accommodated with no 
greater second and third harmonic distortion than is ob 
tainable using prior art devices without distributed bias 
for a dynamic range of 30 db. The curve 32 shows that a 
solid state device can be constructed which has similar 
characteristics to the remote cut off variable ,u vacuum 
tube. Although the device of FIGURES 1 and 2 has a 
gate in the ‘form of a closed loop in order to separate the 
drain from the source except as allowed by conduction 
through the channel, it is possible to construct a device 
having a non-‘looped gate as shown in FIGURE 5, in 
which the numbered regions correspond in function to 
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4 
those similarly numbered in FIGURES 1 and 2. In the 
device of FIGURE 5 the separation of source and drain 
as defined above is not complete, because the source and 
drain regions are electrically connected by region 18 sur 
rounding the gate contact region 9. For many applications 
this interconnection is not a disadvantage, since any re 
sulting current flow will not be modulated by the input 
signal. It may be seen that gate region 3 extends across 
to the undiifused region of substrate 1 at the extremity 19 
remote from contact region 9, thus establishing electrical 
connection ‘between regions 1 and 3 because these are of 
the same conductivity type. This automatically yields a 
preferred optional feature in which the lower gate and 
the upper gate are biased by the same battery. It will be 
seen that this extension of gate 3 onto region 1 prevents 
any unwanted interconnection between source and drain 
at the end 19 of gate 3. The generally elongated arrange 
ment of FIGURE 1 might also be ‘formed into a star 
shape to save space, as FIGURE 6 shows. 

This device resembles that of FIGURES l and 2 in 
construction, having ?rst and second diffused regions 2’ 
and 3’ corresponding to 2 and 3 respectively in FIGURE 
1. In addition, if desired, it has a guard ring 35, formed 
simultaneously with region 3’. Reference to Canadian Pat 
ent 667,423 issued July 23, 1963, in the name of Alberto 
Loro and granted to Northern Electric Company Limited 
of Montreal, Canada, discloses the way in which such 
guard rings can be formed and how they inhibit surface 
leakage by preventing local inversion of conductivity type 
in the surface. The gate 3' de?nes a channel through the 
base 2’ and is carried out to contact areas 8’ and 9'. Metal 
contacts 36, 37, 15’ and 16' are deposited to allow con 
nections 5' and 7’ to the source, 6’ to the drain, and to the 
gate respectively. It can be seen that by adopting this 
star shaped pattern analagous electrical performance to 
the device of FIGURES 1 and 2 can be achieved with a 
very considerable saving in occupied length. 

Various other con?gurations will suggest themselves to 
those skilled in the art, for instance by employing deep 
diffusion isolation on an epitaxially deposited layer of 
silicon on a substrate of opposite conductivity ‘type the 
island ‘formed is insulated from the substrate, and it then 
can act as the lower gate for a channel and upper gate 
formed in the island. By making the island elongated and 
providing contacts at each end distributed bias can be 
applied along it. 

This arrangement has particular advantages if an insu 
lated gate ?eld effect transistor is constructed (although it 
is not limited to such a device) since the absence of 
punch-through facilitates independent biasing of the gates. 
The upper gate may be tapered in width, and since the 
lower gate can be of uniform resistivity per unit length, 
by applying the bias along the lower gate but maintaining 
the upper gate at a constant potential, the channel may 
be out off progressively from one end to the other in an 
exactly analogous manner to the effect produced by the 
variable pitch helical winding of the grid of a remote 
cut off variable ,u. vacuum tube. 
An example of such a device is shown in FIGURES 7 

and 8. This device comprises a substrate 70‘ upon which 
is grown an epitaxial surface layer 71 of opposite con 
ductivity type to the substrate. An island is formed in the 
layer 71 by deep diffusion of an isolating ring 72 of the 
same conductivity type as the substrate to form a lower 
gate portion 73. Source and drain regions are diffused into 
the island to form suitably shaped source and drain 74 
and 75 of the opposite conductivity type to the island and 
to yield a tapered space 76 between them. An oxide layer 
77 is then grown on the surface of the specimen and is 
punctured at 78, 79, 80 and 81 and contacts 82, 83, 84, 85 
and 86 are formed at each end of the lower gate, to pro 
duce the upper gate, and to connect to the source and 
drain respectively. It can now be seen that a distributed 
bias can be applied between electrodes 82 and 83 along 
the lower gate which, because it is isolated by diffusion 
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ring 72 and because the depth of diffusion of the source 
and drain regions is shallow, is of uniform resistivity. A 
uniform potential is applied to the upper gate 84, and a 
conducting channel is thereby induced in the space 76. By 
varying the contour of the edges of source 74 and drain 75 
and the shape of the electrode '84, a wide variety of char 
acteristic curves of channel current against bias applied 
to one end of the lower ‘gate 73 are possible. 
FIGURES 9 and 10 show a low distortion device for 

operation in the passive mode. In order to reduce distor 
tion this again makes use of a system of distributed bias, 
but in the passive mode the input signal is applied between 
source and ground rather than to a gate control electrode. 
If use is to be made of the potential dividing action for 
large signals then the signal must be distributed along the 
source region. As will be shown, a distributed signal will 
then also exist along that portion of the drain whose adja 
cent channel remains conducting. 
The distributed bias for the device may be applied either 

along the source or drain regions, along the upper or 
lower gate or to combinations of any of these. It is clear 
that this gives a wide variety of possible arrangements. For 
‘example by restricting distributed bias. potentials to source 
and drainboth upper and lower gates may be maintained 
at the same potential and there is no danger of punch 
through from upper to lower gate. On the other hand if 
the bias is restricted to the upper gate, the source and drain 
regions can be at D.C. ground potential, which results in 
the lowest noise ?gure. 
The device in FIGURES 9 and 10 is shown by way of 

example. The substrate 40 has diffused into it a base 41 
of opposite conductivity type and a gate 42 is formed by 
diffusing a doping material of the ?rst conductivity type 
into the base 41. Source and drain connections 43 and 
44 are made to the base material. There is an oxide insu 
lating skin 45 and a lower gate contact 46 made to the 
substrate 40.,Typical oxide masking techniques are used 
in fabrication. . 

In FIGURE 9 in plan view it can be seen that the base 
41 is formed as an elongatedrtrench section with enlarged 
ends 50 and 51. The gate 42 is diffused along the length 
of the trench, one end being in region 51, and the other 
passing beyond region 50 and terminating at 52 in the 
substrate material 40-. Since gate 42 and substrate 40‘ are of 
the same conductivity type, ohmic connection is estab 
lished at 52 between gate and substrate. The source side 53 
and drain 54 of the trench connect with each other through 
area 55 by virtue of the termination of the gate 42 in 
region 51, additionally a metallic contact is deposited on 
base 41 and on gate 42 in the region 51 so as to make 
ohmic connection between these two. 

Schematically the device of FIGURES 9 and 10 may 
be represented as shown in FIGURE 11, where it is con 
nected in an operative circuit. The source portion 53 is 
an elongated resistive element consecutively feeding chan 
nel parts 561, 562, . . . 56n which are in turn connected 
to an elongated resistive drain section 54. Input is provided 
between wire 57 and ground at terminal 58, and output is 
obtained between wire 59 and grounded terminal 60. Vari 
able bias as represented by battery 62 is provided between 
ground and lower gate terminal 46 on the substrate and 
onto the upper end of gate 42 by virtue of its connection at 
52 to the substrate 40 (see also. FIGURE 9). Metallic 
contact 61 joining gate 42, source 53, and drain 54 in 
the region 51 is connected to ground thereby tying down 
both the lower end of gate 42 and the lower end of the 
source and drain regions. 

Electrically the device of FIGURES 9 and 10‘ may 
also be represented as shown in FIGURE 12 where the 
source region 53 comprises a series of resistors 651, 652 
. . . 65,, connected to input wire 57 at the upper end 
and to ground at the lower end. The gate 52 provides vari 
able conductive connection as shown by resistors 671, 
672 . . . ‘67,, between source and drain regions. The con 
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6 
ductance of.resistors 67 is varied by the bias applied to 
gate 42. 

In operation the bias is distributed along the upper gate 
42 by applying the control potential to electrode 46. The 
lower~end of gate 42 is grounded so that the actual gate 
potential at any section depends upon the distance of that 
section of gate 42 considered, from the upper end 52. 
With increasing applied control potential the conducting 
channel is cut off progressively starting from the upper 
end adjacent electrodes 43 and‘44. An important point is 
that when large input signals are applied the upper chan 
nel part will be essentially cut off and the corresponding 
portions of source and drain will behave as linear poten 
tial dividers free from distortion. That portion of the sig 
nal which is fed through the lower part of the channel 
which is still conducting will be of lower amplitude than 
the input, and it is only in the feed through signal that 
such residual distortion as there is will be generated. The 
distortion is a small percentage of the total input signal. 

It will be appreciated that in the structure shown in 
FIGURES 9 to 12 the conducting channel adjacent area 
55 will theoretically never be completely cut off no mat 
ter how high the applied control potential may become 
because of the potential dividing action along the gate 
42. There may also be punch through from the lower to 
upper gate in this area. If complete cut off at a de?nite 
control voltage is desired contact 61 may be made to 
connect only to source and drain regions in area 55 and 
a second contact can be made to the lower end of gate 
42. The lower end of gate 42 can then be connected to 
ground through a suitable value resistance. 
Although in the descriptions of FIGURES 1, 2, 5, 6, 

9 and 10 the devices have been shown with diffused chan 
nels, the upper gate may, especially, if punch through is 
a problem in any particular instance be formed as in FIG 
URES 7 and 8 as an electrode insulatedfrom the surface 
of the base material in which it can induce a surface inver 
sion channel. In this instance the material of which the up 
per gate electrode is made should have a de?nite calcul 
ableresistanoe per unit length if the distributed bias is to 
be applied along the upper gate electrode. Distributed bias 
might be applied along the lower gate, in a similar man 
ner to that of FIGURES 7 and 8 by constructing the de 
vices from epitaxially deposited material for instance. 
Thus as can be appreciated from the foregoing descrip 

tions, there are many ways of utilizing the principle of 
distributed signal and bias in variable gain‘ structures. 
Classi?cation can be into the two modes: 

( 1) Active Mode (2) Passive Mode 
Structures may also be classi?ed according to the way 
in which distributed bias is applied, namely; 

(1) along upper gate only, 
(2) along lower gate only, 
(3) along base (source, drain, and channel), 

plus combinations of these. In addition to this it is quite 
feasible to design any of these structures to have a sur 
face inversion channel rather than a diffused channel. 
Each ‘of these structures may take a wide variety of geo 
metrical shapes. 

I claim: 
v1. Apparatus for the amplitude control of electrical 

signals which comprises a semiconductor body including 
source element means and drain element means and fur 
ther including conducting channel means for current flow 
between the source and drain, at least one ?eld ei‘r’ect gating 
element means for controlling the conductivity of said 
conducting channel means, the conductivity being de 
pendent upon the potential difference between the gating 
element means and the conducting channel means, the 
greatest dimension of said source, drain and gating 
element means extending primarily in a ‘direction trans 
verse to the current ?ow, and means for Varying the con 
ductivity of said conducting channel means in the direc 
tion of its breadth transverse to the direction of said cur 
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rent ?ow, said last mentioned means comprising a pair of 
spaced-apart electrical contacts formed on one of said 
source, vdrain or gating element means and being spaced 
apart in a direction transverse to the current ?ow, said 
one element means having the contacts formed thereon 
being electrically resistive in nature and said source ele 
ment means is electrically resistive. 

2. Apparatus as de?ned in claim 1 wherein said contacts 
are formed on said source element means. 

3. Apparatus as de?ned in claim 1, including means 
for applying an electrical signal between a pair of con 
tacts on said source element means, said pair of contacts 
being spaced apart in a direction transverse to the direc 
tion of current ?ow, said source element means and said 
drain element means being electrically resistive, and a 
pair of contacts connected to said drain element means, 
said pair of contacts being spaced apart in a direction 
transverse to the direction of curent flow for obtaining 
an output signal. 

4. Apparatus as de?ned in claim 1, said conducting 
channel means comprising semi-conductive material of a 
?rst conductivity type,v and said gating element means 
comprising an upper and a lower gate of semi-conductive 
material of opposite conductivity type. 

5. Apparatus as de?ned in claim 1 the gating element 
means comprising an upper and a lower gate, the upper 
vgate comprising a metallic conducting region and an 
electrically insulating layer between said metallic con 
ducting region and said channel means, and the lower 
‘gate comprising semi-conductive material. 

6. A solid state device as de?ned in claim 1, said con 
tacts being on said gating element means and further 
comprising means connecting said source element means 
and a ?rst one of said contacts, means feeding an input 
electrical signal to the other contacts, means for con 
meeting said source elements means and drain element 
means to a voltage source, and means responsive to cur 
rent variation through said voltage source for deriving 
an output in response to said input signal. 

7. Apparatus as ‘de?ned in claim 6 comprising resistive 
means connecting said ?rst contact to said source element 
means, said voltage source being connected between said 
other contact and said drain element means. 

8. Apparatus as de?ned in claim 6 comprising means 
uniting said source element means and said drain element 
means as a continuous physical structure at one edge of 
said conducting channel means, means‘ connecting the ?rst 
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contact to said joined source and drain at the edge, and 
means for applying a control voltage to the ‘other contact. 

9. Apparatus as de?ned in claim 8 comprising means 
feeding input between said edge end of said source ele 
ment means and its opposite end, and connecting means 
for obtaining output between said edge and the opposite 
end of said drain element means. 

10. Apparatus as de?ned in claim 4, said contacts 
being on said upper gate. 

11. Apparatus as de?ned in claim 10, one of said 
contacts being electrically connected to said lower gate. 

12. Apparatus as de?ned in claim 5, said contacts 
being on said lower gate. 

13. Apparatus as de?ned in claim 12, said upper gate 
being tapered in the direction of its breadth transverse to 
said current ?ow. 

14. Apparatus as de?ned in claim 6, said gating means 
comprising an upper and a lower gate, said contacts being 
on said upper gate, means connecting the ?rst of said con 
tacts and said lower gate and means connecting the second 
of said contacts and said source element means. 

15. Apparatus as ‘de?ned in claim 1 wherein a current 
source is connected between said contacts for providing 
a distributed bias potential which varies with ‘distance be 
tween said contacts, and the potential of one of said con 
tacts is established at a chosen value with respect to the 
potential of the remaining drain, source or gate element 
means on which the contacts were not formed. 
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