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This invention relates to improvements in skis which 
are adapted to be towed behind vehicles such as for in 
stance power boats or snowmobiles. 
Many devices have heretofore been proposed for pro 

viding suitable means by which persons can be towed over 
water and snow. One conventional method of towing a 
person utilizes a pair of simple skis together with a tow 
rope whereby the person attempts to maintain his balance 
while being towed. This method generally required a 
considerable amount of practice and skill on the part of 
the person being towed and this is difficult for many peo~ 
ple to enjoy. 

Still other methods employ the use of a single board 
which is curved at the front and provided with a tow rope, 
a person merely standing on this device as it is towed 
through the water. While such a device is comparatively 
simple to manipulate the manoeuverability of the device is 
limited to such an extent as to be of little value as a sport 
ing device. 

Other devices have been proposed which incorporate 
various steering vanes and means secured to a single ski 
or scooter. Such prior devices however suffer from a 
number of defects in construction and operation. Thus 
in many cases these prior devices are ditlicult to manoeu 
ver and often so unstable as to be dangerous in opera 
tion. 

Accordingly, it is an object of the present invention to 
provide a towable ski device which is highly reliable in 
operation whether in snow or on water. It is a further 
object of the present invention to provide a towable ski 
device which is easily manoeuverable during operation 
and is suitable for use by young persons as well as adults. 

It is a still further object of the invention to provide 
a towable ski device which while being large enough to 
easily support an adult can be readily folded for carrying 
and storage. 

It is a still further object of this invention to provide 
a towable ski device which incorporates means by which 
the tow rope is automatically disengaged should a person 
be thrown thereof and additionally to provide manual 
means for releasing the tow rope. 

It is yet another object of the present invention to 
provide a towable ski device which incorporates novel 
means for skiing whereby even an inexperienced person 
can readily master operation of the device. 
The invention seeks to achieve these and other objects 

and features such as will be apparent from the follow 
ing detailed description and accompanying drawings in 
which like numerals refer to like parts throughout the 
various views by providing a forward ski portion swivel 
ably connected to a rear ski portion and handle means 
operable through the centre of the swivel connection to 
gether with a tow rope attachment including automatic 
release thereof, whereby upon the device being towed by 
means of the tow rope connected as aforesaid, the handle 
means may be turned to pivot the forward ski portion 
thereby to steer the device. 

Other objects and features will be apparent from the 
following detailed description and accompanying draw 
ings in which: 
FIGURE 1 is a plan view of a device according to the 

present invention; 
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FIGURE 2 is a side elevation of the device as illus 

trated in FIGURE 1; 
FIGURE 3 is a section along the line 3-3 of FIG 

URE 2; 
FIGURE 4 is a fragmentary view showing a method 

for providing a hinge point for the handle member; 
FIGURE 5 is a part sectional view of the forward 

bracing strut and indicates how the strut is adjusted; 
FIGURE 6 is a part view on the upper portion of the 

steering column and illustrates means by which the tow 
rope attachment is automatically disconnected; 
FIGURE 7 is a section along the line 7-7 of FIG 

URE 6 and shows further details of the automatic re 
lease mechanism; and 
FIGURE 8 is a section along the line 8-8 of FIG 

URE 6. 
With reference to FIGURE l and FIGURE 2 a tow 

able ski device is shown and indicated generally as 11. 
The device 11 comprises a rear ski portion 12 and a for 
ward ski portion 13 swivelably secured together as indi 
cated at 14 particular details of which will be disclosed 
in FIGURE 3. 
A steering column indicated at 15 is provided substan 

tially at the pivot point at 14 and is held in an upright 
position by means of the bracing foot 16. Skiing column 
15 is provided with the handle bar 17 having grips 18 
and 19 thereon whereby the forward portion 13 may be 
turned at will by a person standing on the aft ski portion 
12. It is also preferable to provide the foot holding mem 
bers 20 in order to aid a person standing thereon. 

Other features include a pair of ñns 21 and 22 which 
are secured to the bottom of the rear ski member and 
the forward ski member respectively by means of the 
bolts 23 embedded in the plastic material of the ñns. 
The ñns 21 and 22 are adapted for use on water however 
upon it being required to use the ski for snow and ice 
then the blades 24 and 25 can be secured to the side of the 
skis to give a better grip in ice and snow. It will be under 
stood that upon the device being used for ice and snow 
then the tins 21 and 22 would not be required. 

With reference to FIGURE 3 further details of the pivot 
attachment between the forward ski rand the rear ski is 
shown. Thus it will be seen that the transition member 26 
which is rigidly secured to the rear ski portion 12 is pro 
vided With a bushing 27 therethrough. A ̀stub shaft 28 pro 
jects upwardly from the forward ski portion 13 and is se 
cured thereto by means of the screws 29 which in turn are 
secured to Ithe forward iin 22. In this manner the stub shaft 
28 is rigidly secured to the forward ski portion 13. The 
upper end of the stub shaft 28 projects upwardly in ro 
tatable engagement through ythe bushing 27 and is pro 
vided with a washer 30 located between -the transition piece 
26 and forward ski portion 13 whereby the forward pfor 
tion 13 Vcan be readily-turned even while aconsiderable 
amount of weight is being borne by ̀ the pivot joint. 
A second washer 31 is placed over the stub shaft 28 

and the shaft 28 is secured onto transition piece 26 by 
means of the cotter pin 32. The steering tube 33 is hinge~ 
ably secured to -the upper end of the stub shaft 28 by 
means yof the pin 34 this also being illustrated in FIGURE 
4. The steering tube 33 is maintained in upright position 
yby means of the sleeve 35 which is biased downwardly by 
means of the spring 36 held in position by the washer 37 
welded or otherwise secured to steering tube 33. 
From FIGURE 4 it will be seen that upon sleeve 35 be 

ing raised upwardly the steering tube 33 may be swung 
about the pin 34 -to assume the position as shown in phan 
tom in FIGURE 4. 
With reference to FIGURE 5 Ímeans for releasing -the 

forward bracing strut is shown. The strut 16 comprises the 
rod 38 pivotally secured at 39 to the attachment hood 
40. Rod 38 is slidable within the tube 41 and has a 
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threaded boss 42 secured the-reto by means of for in 
stance welding. A union nut 43 is threaded onto the boss 
42 and maintains the rod 38 within the tube 41 thus `to 
provide a strut 16. Upon the steering column 15 being 
swung downwardly as previously described the nut 43 is 
ñrst loosened whereafter the rod 38 is withdrawn from 
-the tube 41 whereby if desired the forward ski portion 13 
can be swung to one side in order to reduce the overall 
length of the device. 
With reference to FIGURE 6, FIGURE 7 and FIGURE 

8 -the means for releasing the tow rope are illustrated. The 
steering column 15 is provided with a pair of flaps 44 and 
45 which are hingeably secured by means of the hinges 46 
and 47 to the upper end of the steering tube 33. A towhook 
48 is provided with a lower hook member or jaw 49 which 
is pivotally supported on the pin 50. The lower hook mem 
ber 49 is held in normally closed position together with 
the upper portion 51 of the towing bar 48 provides an 
attachment point, by means of the sliding stop member 
52. Member 52 is biased in a forwardly projecting direc 
tion by means of the spring 53 held within the slot 54. 
A yoke 55 is secured to both ñaps 44 and 45 and is 

also secured to the sliding stop member 52 whereby upon 
the ñaps 44 and 45 being moved backwardly the stop 
member 52 is moved backwardly against the spring 53 
thereby to release the lower hook member 49 which is 
then free -to pivot about the pin 50 and thus open to re 
lease the tow rope 56. This action may also be accom 
plished by means of the manual attachment at 57 where 
by a skier at will may release the tow rope 56. 
Each flap 44 ̀ and 45 is pivotally connected to the steer 

ing tube 33 by a U-shaped bracket 62, the vertical portion 
or which passes through hinges 46 and 47. The hinges 46 
and 47 are solidly lixed to the steering tube 33. The -manual 
lever 57 is connected to a rod 60 which extends from the 
vertical part of the U-shaped bracket 62. 

In operation the device may be used by a person to be 
towed over water or snow. Upon it being desired to >be 
towed over wate-r the ñns 21 and 22 would be secured to 
the underside and the device ̀ would be assembled las shown 
in FIGURE 2. A tow rope from a power boat may then be 
secured to the tie bar 48 and the device may be then towed 
over the water. A person by manipulating the steering col 
umn can cause the forward ski portion 13 to move from 
side to side whereby the device can be steered as required. 
Upon a person falling from the device the water striking 
the flap 44 or 45 will cause the lower hook member 49` to 
be freed thus allowing the tow rope to be disengaged to 
prevent dragging of the device through the water. 
Upon it being desired to utilize the device for ice or 

snow the lins 21 and 22 can be removed and the blades 24 
and 25 can be substituted which will aid in controlling the 
device in the snow. The operation of the device in snow 
is similar to that for the water and it will be understood 
that the device may be used for downhill runs as well »as 
for being towed in snow. Thus the device can be used -much 
the same as for ordinary skis the difference being that the 

10 

40 

45 

4 
steering is accomplished by means of the handle bar 17 
in place of the shifting of weight and use of poles as is 
conventionally used in conventional skis. 

I-t will be further understood that while specilìc embodi 
ments of the invention has herein been described and 
illustrated, the invention also contemplates such varia 
tions as may fall within the scope of the appended claims. 
The embodiments ̀ of this invention in which an exclu 

sive property or privilege is claimed are defined as fol 
lows: 

1. A towable ski device upon which a person can be 
towed over lwater or ice and comprising: a rear ski por 
tion; a forward ski portion swivelably ̀ secured to said rear 
ski portion; a steering column operably secured to said 
forward ski portion substantially in line with said swivel 
and passing through said rear ski portion in pivotal con 
nection, whereby said forward ski portion can be swung 
to steer said device; la towhook including a movable jaw 
secured to said steering column, said jaw being manually 
operable to releasably secure `a tow rope thereto; flap 
-means operably linked to said jaw whereby upon said flap 
means being struck, said jfaw will open to release said tow 
rope; and pairs of ice blades secured to either side of each 
said forward and rear portion, thereby to grip ice `and 
snow as said device is towed thereover. 

2. A towable ski device upon which a person can be 
towed over water or ice and comprising: a rear ski por 
tion; a forward ski portion swivelably secured to said rear 
ski portion; a steering column operably secured to said 
forward ski portion substantially in line with said swivel 
and passing through said rear ski portion in pivotal con 
nection, whereby said forward ski portion can be swung 
to steer said device; a towhook including a movable jaw 
secured to said steering column, resilient means for nor 
mally closing the jaw on said towhook, the said jaw adapt 
ed to releasably secure a tow rope, flap means pivotally 
connected to said steering column, yoke means connect 
ed between said ñap means and said resilient means, 
whereby a forward or rearward movement of the ñap 
means will actuate the resilient means and -release the jaw 
and the tow rope. 
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