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3,326,409 
DRIP PROOF PAINT CAN INSERT 

David J. Speer, 610 12th St., Onawa, Iowa 51040 
Filed Sept. 13, 1965, Ser. No. 486,856 

3 Claims. (Cl. 220—90) 

My invention relates to ya drip proof paint can insert. 
An object of my invention is to providelan insert for 

paint cans in which the paint can be removed by means 
of the usual brush, and wherein the insert will prevent 
the excess paint from spreading over the upper portions 
of the can so as to maintain the can in a clean condition 
and to thereby prevent dripping around the exterior can 
surfaces. 
A further object of my invention is to provide an in 

sert for this purpose which will also be securely locked 
to the can while being used, and which will further in 
clude features wherein the excess paint will gravitate 
downwardly within the insert into the can. 
A further object of my invention is to provide certain 

arrangements wherein portions of the device are dispos 
able. 
With these and other objects in view, my invention con 

sists in the construction, arrangement, and combination 
of the various parts of my device, whereby the objects 
contemplated are attained, as hereinafter more fully set 
forth, pointed out in my claims, and illustrated in the 
accompanying drawings, in which: 
FIGURE 1 is a forward elevation of a can using one 

form of the device, 
FIGURE 2 is a plan view of FIGURE 1, 
FIGURE 3 is a sectional view of a modi?cation, 
FIGURE 4 is a plan view of FIGURE 3, 
FIGURE 5 is a sectional view of a further modi?cation, 
FIGURE 6 is a plan view of FIGURE 5, 
FIGURE 7 is a sectional view of a still further modi 

?cation, and 
FIGURE 8 is a plan view of FIGURE 7. 
My invention contemplates the provision of a type of 

insert or other arrangement which can be readily inserted 
into a paint can after the lid has been removed, and 
which will insure that any excess paint will not be de 
posited into the usual upper groove portions and the like 
of the can, or about the external surfaces thereof, and to 
further provide means whereby the insert is securely 
locked to the can so that during the insertion and removal 
of the paint brush the insert will not become dislodged, 
etc. 

In describing my invention and referring to the modi? 
cation shown in FIGURE 1, I have used the character 
10 to designate the cylindrical wall of a paint can, the 
character 11 indicating a lower bead portion, the char 
acter 12 indicating an upper bead pressed onto the wall 
10 in the usual manner, the character 13 indicating an 
upper wall, which extends into the annular grooved por 
tion at 14 which extends into the further annular cylin 
drical portion 15 terminating in the peripheral bead 16. 

In describing my invention, I have used the character 
17 to designate a frusto-conical member which extends 
into the annular bead 18 which in turn extends into the 
further cylindrical neck portion 19. 
The members 17, 18 and 19 are preferably made of a 

resilient material, and include the small resilient lugs 20 
molded integrally with the portion 19, and the further 
small resilient lugs 21 molded integrally with the portion 
17. The character 22 indicates generally an annular ring 
which can be made of disposable material, which ring 
includes the cut-out portions at 23. 
The member 22 can also include the grooved portions 

at 24- if such is desired, for wiping the paint brush off as 
the paint is removed. 
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It will be noted from this construction that the neck 

portion 19 can be pressed downwardly into the can, 
whereupon the lugs 20 will securely hold the arrange 
ment, and it will be further noted that after the paint 
brush is dipped into the can and brought upwardly against 
the portions 24, a wiping surface will be provided, and 
any excess paint will gravitate downwardly along the 
walls of the member 17 and through the openings at 23. 
The members 22 can be disposed of and replaced as de 
sired. 
FIGURES 3 and 4 illustrate a further modi?cation 

wherein the character 25 indicates a plastic or other 
member having the outer resilient lugs 26 adapted to be 
received under the bead portion 12, the member 25 fur 
ther including the opening 27 which is tapered as shown, 
this arrangement also serving to maintain the various 
surfaces in a clean condition. Formed integrally with the 
portion 27 are the further lugs 28 which are adapted to 
be received under the bead portion 16 for locking the 
arrangement to the can. 
FIGURES 5 and 6 illustrate a still further modi?ca 

tion in which the character 30- indicates a plastic or fairly 
resilient member having the cylindrical outer portion 31 
which has a series of inner grooves, at 32, certain of said 
grooves, when the member 20 is pressed downwardly, 
being positioned beneath the bead 12 to thereby securely 
hold the arrangement. The character 33 indicates an an 
nular cavity adapted to snugly receive the bead portion 
16 and extending from the portion 30 is a further integral 
cylindrical portion 34. 
The character 35 indicates a disposable funnel insert 

member merging with the integral neck 36, and the char 
acter 37 indicates a small annular inwardly directed in~ Y 
tegral rib portion of the member 30‘. 
The character 38 indicates an insertable and disposable 

ring member having the tapered wall 39, the member 38 
having the openings 40 therein to provide for the return 
by gravity of the excess paint. The funnel member 35, 
36 is securely maintained in locked position with respect 
to the member 30 by merely pressing the ring 38 down 
wardly within the portion 35 whereby the peripheral edge 
41 will snap under the rib portion 37, the material of the 
portion 35 being then formed as at 42, this arrangement 
then serving to additionally lock the funnel device, and 
which can be disposed of when desired. 
FIGURES 7 and 8 illustrate a modi?cation wherein the 

device can be disposable or otherwise, and wherein the 
character 43 indicates a frusto-conical member terminat 
ing in the neck 44, and formed integrally with the neck 
44 are the ledges 45 having the straight edges at 46 against 
which the brush can be moved, and attached as at 47 to 
the member 43 are the clip elements 48 terminating in 
the rounded portions 49. In this construction the funnel 
member is merely pressed downwardly within the can, 
whereupon the portions 49 will be spring-urged beneath 
the bead 12 of the can to thereby securely hold the ar 
rangement. 

It will be noted from the foregoing description that my 
invention provides a variety of advantages for the pur 
poses set forth, and that it principally provides insert 
members which are solidly locked to the paint can and 
which will effectively drain the excess paint back into the 
can. It also provides an arrangement which will protect 
the exterior portions of the can from dripping and the like. 
It will also be obvious that my invention provides further 
advantages. 
Some changes may be made in the construction and 

arrangement of the parts of my invention without depart- - 
ing from the real spirit and purpose of my invention, and 
it is my intention to cover by my claims any modi?ed 
forms of structure or use of mechanical equivalents which 
may be reasonably included within their scope. 
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I claim as my invention: 
H 1. In combination with a paint can having upper pe 
ripheral portions an insert comprising an annular mem 
ber including a central opening, portions extending from 
said central opening adapted to cover said upper periph 
eral portions of said paint can, a funnel member received 
in said central opening, a ring received in said funnel 
member, said annular member having a peripheral rib 
adapted to be- forced into said funnel member when said 
ring is pressed downwardly into said funnel member. 

2. In combination with a paint can having upper pe 
ripheral portions an insert comprising an annular member 
including a central opening, portions extending from said 
central opening adapted to cover said upper peripheral 
portions of said paint can, a funnel member received in 
said central opening, a ring received in said funnel mem 
ber, said annular member having a peripheral rib adapted 
to be forced into said funnel member when said ring is 
pressed downwardly into said funnel member, said ring 
having a tapered annular wall, said central opening hav 
ing a tapered wall adapted to conform to said ring wall. 

3. In combination with a paint can having upper pe 
‘ripheral portions, and an upper peripheral bead an insert 
‘comprising an annular member including a central open 
ing, portions extending from said central opening adapted 
‘to cover said upper peripheral portions of said paint can, 
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a funnel member received in said central opening, a ring 
received in said tunnel member, said annular member 
having a peripheral rib adapted to be forced into said 
funnel member when said ring is pressed downwardly 
into said funnel member, said ring having a tapered an 
nular wall, said central opening having a tapered wall 
adapted to conform to said ring wall, said locking means 
including a rim extending from said annular member, 
said rim having a plurality of spaced grooves adapted to 
engage said upper peripheral bead. 
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