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This invention relates to a portable self-standing lamp 
characterized by hollow base means supporting a con 
ventional lamp bulb, a cooperating chimney and an en 
compassing oriented shade, and protectively containing a 
power operated fan generating a ?ow of air which passes 
upwardly by way of the chimney and causes an object to 
?oat directly above the shade and chimney in a captivating 
eye~appealing and mysterious manner. . 
The air-lifted and suspended object comprises a spheri 

cal globe or ball which is unique in that it is suitably 
fashioned and decorated to represent a “satellite,” the 
moon for example, in space. In carrying out this aspect 
of the concept a thin plastic hollow sphere or globe is in 
teriorly frosted to render the same translucent, and when 
illuminated catches the eye of the observer and lends it 
self to practical use advertising and for other eye-attract 
ing purposes. 
To the ends desired, the bottom side of a suitable axial 

area or portion of the sphere or ball is provided with a 
built-in clearly transparent circular lens which not only 
admits the light rays into the hollow chamber but is rela 
tively and amply heavy so that it functions to balance 
and maintain the sphere in a given ?oating or suspended 
viewing position. 
The invention features a novel base embodying an up 

wardly opening pan-like tray supporting and con?ning a 
simple motor driven fan. The upwardly ?owing air cur 
rents from the fan are tunneled through an open-bottom 
oriented upstanding transparent chimney which has its 
upper open end reduced in cross-section to concentrate 
the air and focus the discharging stream of air on the 
lens-equipped normal bottom of the sphere. Hence, when 
the fan is “on” the sphere ?oats above the level of the 
chimney and shade, respectively. Alternatively, when the 
fan is “off” the sphere gravitates and seats itself in a 
?ared receiver at the top of the ornamental vase-like 
shade. 

Further novelty resides in a concavo-convex canopy. 
This canopy is located at the bottom of the shade, hoods 
over the fan, provides a safety shield, and is so arranged 
and oriented relative to the tray and fan that it conceals 
the fan and contributes the element of mystery as to how 
the overall device lifts and lowers the sphere simply by 
turning the current on and off as the case may be. 

Then, too, novelty is predicated on using the canopy 
or shield to support and hide a spider-type bracket which, 
in turn, carries the light bulb and its socket and which, in 
addition, has centralized annular channel-shaped rings or 
collars for coordinating and securing the lower ends of 
the chimney and shade, respectively, in their coacting 
positions for combinative use. 
These together with other objects and advantages which 

will become subsequently apparent reside in the details of 
construction and operation as more fully hereinafter de 
scribed and claimed, reference being had to the accom 
panying drawings forming a part hereof, wherein like 
numerals refer to like parts throughout, and in which: 
FIGURE 1 is a view in perspective of a novelty lamp 

constructed in accordance with the principles of the pres 
ent invention and showing the manner in which the spheri— 
cal globe or ball is suspended in its airborne position; 
FIGURE 2 is a view based on FIGURE 1 and with 

the component parts enlarged and appearing in section 
and also in elevation and which shows, in phantom lines, 
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the manner in which the globe or ball comes to rest; and 
FIGURE 3 is a fragmentary View in side elevation 

showing a slight modi?cation in the bottom portion of 
the globe or ball. 

With reference to FIGS. 1 and 2 and particularly FIG. 
2, it will be seen that the portable self-standing base 
means comprises a circular open-top pan-like tray 6, 
which is made of suitable easily formable sheet material. 
The bottom of this tray is circular and ?at as at 8 and the 
wall or rim is ?ared upwardly and outwardly as at 10. 
Appropriate rubber or equivalent legs 12, which may be 
in the form of suction cups, are attached to and depend 
from the bottom 8 at appropriate circumferentially spaced 
points. The numeral 14 denotes an appropriate electric 
motor which is centrally positioned and attached to the 
central upper side of the bottom 8, said motor receiving 
current from an appropriately attached current conduct 
ing cord 16, the manner of attachment of which is not 
detailed. The shaft (not detailed) of the motor is attached 
to and rotates the inverted cup-like hub portion 2t) of a 
suitably constructed fan 22. The radial blades of the fan, 
which are attached to the hub, are denoted at 24. The 
top plan diameter of the fan 22 is proportional with the 
relatively larger receptacle portion of the tray to take in 
air in a manner denoted generally at 26. The base means 
also embodies a domical or concave-convex sheet material 
canopy 28 which constitutes a safety shield and accord 
ingly hoods over the fan and is supported at its bottom 
marginal edge 39 by an openwork support unit 32 em 
bodying vertical circumferentially spaced rod members 34. 
The rod members may be attached to the bottom of the 
tray and the lower edge 30 of the domical shield 28 in 
any suitable manner. The upper central portion of the 
shield is truncated to provide an appropriate circular open 
ing 36. Fitted into the opening are channel-shaped adapter 
rings or collars. These collars are in concentric relation 
ship and the outer collar is denoted at 38 and the inner 
complemental collar at 40. 
The numeral 42 denotes generally a spider-like bracket 

having a central portion 44 and radial arms 4-6 which are 
appropriately afhxed to the underneath or concave side 
of the shield as denoted generally at 43. This bracket 
functions to support a conventional-type screw~threaded 
socket member 50 which in turn is provided with an at 
tachable and detachable conventional source of illumina 
tion; namely, a lamp bulb 52. 
The numeral 54 denotes a transparent chimney which 

is generally circular in cross-section and whose lower end 
portion 56 is ?tted removably into the inner adapter col 
lar 40 in the manner shown. The chimney encompasses 
the bulb and the upper end thereof extends above the bulb 
where it is gradually reduced in cross-section to provide 
a restricted neck 58. This feature serves to concentrate the 
outgoing air currents in an evident manner. Cooperating 
closely with the chimney is an ornamental vase-like com 
ponent part herein referred to as a shade 60. This shade 
is of appropriate size to ?t over and around the chimney. 
The lower neck-like end 62 is ?tted removably in the 
channel of the adapter collar 38. The body portion is 
preferably, not not necessarily, provided with elongated 
slots or openings of appropriate shape as designated at 
64. The upper end portion of the shade extends well above 
the chimney neck 58 where it is ?ared outwardly to pro 
vide a bell mouth 66 which in turn constitutes a socket 
like receiver for the complemental liftable and lowerable 
airborne object 68, more speci?cally, a hollow plastic ball 
or sphere which is interiorly frosted (not detailed) and 
which is translucent and accordingly illuminable. The 
lower or central base portion '70 is provided with a ?xed 
transparent lens 72. The lens is of appropriate weight, 
provides a counterbalance and functions in a manner to 
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seat the ball in the bell mouth or socket-like receiver 66 
(as shown in phamtom lines) when the fan 22 is not ro 
tating. This lens also permits light rays from the lamp 
bulb to be admitted to the interior chamber of the ball or 
sphere to illuminate the same and to represent, if desired, 
an imitation moon or the like. 
The numeral 74 (FIG. 1) denotes an appropriate ac— 

cessible o?? ‘and on switch which serves, obviously, to turn 
the aforementioned motor 14 off and on and to thus con< 
trol the operation of the fan 22 at will. 

It is Within the purview ofthe inventive concept to con 
trol the functioning of the globe or ball 68 through the 
medium of the motor-driven fan 22. Assuming that the 
fan is not in operation it will be evident that the globe or 
ball 68 is normally seated in the bell mouth receiver or 
socket member 66 as suggested in phantom lines in FIG. 
2. When the switch 74 is operated to bring the motor 14 
into play the fan whirls around in a horizontal plane about 
a vertical axis and the blades 24 draw in air between the 
outer tip ends of the blades and the upstanding rim or 
wall It} of the tray 6. The ‘air is then propelled upwardly 
and is channeled or tunneled through the chimney 54 by 
way of the open spider-like bracket means 42 in an evident 
manner. By properly establishing the rate of’rotation of 
the fan and the consequent output of the air?ow the up 
wardly moving air currents function to lift the ball from 
its seat 62 and cause it to ?oat in a set position at approxi 
mately the elevation and point of alignment illustrated in 
FIGS. 1 and 2. With the lamp bulb coming on at the same 
time the light rays issuing through the neck 58 will impinge 
upon the lens 72 and will distributively ?ll the chamber 
of the ball and cause it to be suitably and attractively ii 
luminated. When the fan and light are turned off it will 
be evident that the ball comes down and seats itself in its 
normal but ready-to-function phantom line position. The 
globe or ball 68 is not intended to oscillate or rotate when 
constructed in the manner shown in FIGS. 1 and 2. It may 
be desirable, however, under certain conditions to not only 
lift and ?oat the ball but to cause it to rotate slowly. This 
can be accomplished by modifying the ball, that is the 
base portion 71 in the manner illustrated in FIG. 3. This 
is to say the portion 71 just above the eye-like lens 72 may 
be provided with circumferentially spaced elongated in 
dentations or pockets 76 which constitute impellers. The 
airstream impinging against these impellers will serve to 
turn the ball around its vertical axis. 

It is submitted that the lamp herein disclosed is portable 
but self-standing and by using suction cups as legs 12 it 
will stay put when placed upon a support surface in the 
manner suggested in FIG. 2. The shield 28 constitutes not 
only a protector or guard but may be made non-trans 
parent and in this manner it will conceal the fan and motor 
and will accordingly cause the observer, or observers, to 
ba?le themselves in respect to how the overall device func 
.tions in achieving the end results desired. 
A lamp such as that herein shown, described and 

claimed lends itself to use in one’s home but is especially 
suitable for use in a store window or similar place for 
purposes of attracting attention. Accordingly and by 
properly coloring the component parts and decorating the 
surfaces of the ball 68 the later can and will serve for 
advertising and similar eye-attracting purposes. 
The ‘foregoing is considered as illustrative only of the 

principles of the invention. Further, since numerous rnodi 
?cations and changes will readily occur to those skilled 
in the art, it is not desired to limit the invention to the exact 
construction and operation shown and described, and ac 
cordingly all suitable modi?cations and equivalents may 
be resorted to, falling within the scope of the invention as 

claimed. 
What is claimed as new is as follows: 
1. A lamp comprising a portable self-standing base, a 

source of illumination supported above and in alignment 
with said base, a chimney aligned with, supported by and 
above said base and enclosing said source of illumination, 
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4 
a shade surrounding said chimney and having an upper 
end portion projecting to a predetermined level ‘above the 
top of said chimney, said upper end of said shade being 
?ared upwardly outwardly and providing a funnel-like 
receiver for seated reception and retention of a ball-like 
globe, a ball-like captive-type globe normally seated and 
held in said receiver, and a'power-operated blower fan 
mounted within the con?nes of said base in line with and 
in a plane below said source of illumination, and lower 
ends of said chimney and shade, respectively, said globe 
being proportional in size and weight with cooperating 
components of said shade and chimney, said globe being 
illuminable by light rays. emanating from said source of 
illumination, said globe having a bottom portion provided 
with a transparent weighted lens permitting the passage of 
light rays therethrough into the interior of said globe, said 
globe being airborne by a stream of air which, when said 
fan is operating, is channeled upwardly through and by 
way of said chimney and is focused and impinges upon 
said weighted lens in a manner to ?oat the globe in con 
stant alignment with said funnel-like receiver. 

2. A lamp comprising a portable self-standing base, a 
source of illumination supported above and in alignment 
with said base, a chimney aligned with, supported by and 
above said base and enclosing said source of illumination, 
a shade surrounding said chimney and having an upper 
end portion projecting to a predetermined level above the 
top of said chimney, said upper end of said shade being, 
?ared upwardly outwardly and providing a funnel-like 
receiver for seated reception and retention of a ball-like 
globe, a ball-like captive-type globe normally seated and 
held in said receiver, and a power~operated blower fan 
mounted within the con?nes of said base in line with and 
in a plane below said source of illumination and lower 
ends of said chimney and shade, respectively, said globe 
'being proportional in size and weight with cooperating 
components of said shade and chimney, said globe being 
illuminable by light rays emanating [from said source of 
illumination, said globe being frosted on its interior and 
having a limited part-spherical bottom portion provided 
with a transparent lens which permits the passage of light 
rays therethrough into the interior of said globe, and 
said lens being weighted and of a degree of heaviness pro 
portional to the overall weight of the globe to balance the 
globe and to keep it centered and ?oating in a given in 
space position while the fan is operating and causing said 
globe to gravitate and seat and retain itself in said receiver 
when the fan stops. 

3. The lamp de?ned in and according to claim 2, and 
wherein said base is self-standing and embodies a shallow 
upwardly opening pan-like tray ' ‘and a shield mounted 
above the tray and shielding the fan, said shield being pro 
vided with spider means supporting the source of illumina 
tion and additional means supporting said chimney and 
shade, said shield being circular and concavo-convex and 
constituting a domical canopy. 

4. The structure according to claim 3, and wherein said 
shield is suspended in ‘a plane above the plane of the bot 
tom of said tray, said tray being of a diameter in plan 
greater than the outside diameter of said shield, the periph_ 
eral wall of the tray being spaced radially outwardly of 
and in relation to the margin of said shield and providing 
an endless annular atmospheric air intake space. 

5. A novelty-type lamp comprising: a relatively shallow 
upwardly opening circular pan-like tray providing a base, 
the bottom of said tray being ?at and and imperforate and 
having depending suction cups on its underneath side pro 
viding supporting legs, a motor driven vair circulating 
blower-type fan mounted for operation within the con?nes 
of the receptacle portion of said tray, 2. concavo-convex 
fan concealing shield supported by and above the bottom 
of said tray and hooding over the fan with its bottom 
marginal portion spaced from the tray bottom and en 
compassing wall of the tray to admit and take in air, a 
chimney attached to and rising above the axial top por 
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tion of said shield, a lamp bulb projecting upwardly into 
the hollow portion of said chimney, bracket means sus 
pended by said shield and supporting said lamp bulb in its 
heating and lighting position, and ‘a shade encompassing 
said chimney and also attached to and rising above the 
top portion of said shield, the upper end of said chimney 
being reduced in transverse cross-section and the upper end 
of said shade being ?ared upwardly and outwardly and 
extending to a predetermined level above the ?xed level 
of the upper end of said chimney, the upper central por 
tion of said shield being provided with a centralized open 

' ing marginally encompassed by concentric inner and outer 
annular adapter collars channel-shaped in cross-section 
with their channel portions opening upwardly, the lower 
ends of said chimney and shade being annular and ?tting 
removably into their respective retaining channels, and, 
in combination, a hollow spherical globe, representing a 
suspended satellite, said globe being translucent and hav 
ing a weighted transparent globe-centering and seating 
lens ?xedly set in its bottom portion and adapted to line 
up with said chimney and shade, respectively, said ?ared 
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end providing a funnel-like receiver and being in propor 
tion to the bottom portion of said globe. 
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