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The present invention relates to a novel and unique 
package for articles of manufacture such as cigars and 
the like, and more particularly, to a package for retain 
ing and selectively dispensing individual articles of manu 
facture without exposing any articles remaining in the 
package. 
The packaging of cigars has heretofore been accom 

plished by placing individual cigars, usually covered with 
a transparent overwrap, in a paperboard box or carton 
which may also be wrapped with a transparent covering. 
The removal of the cigars from these boxes or cartons 
exposes them to the outside atmosphere, and thus it has 
een necessary to individually wrap the cigars to prevent 

them from becoming stale. This has in turn brought about 
tear-strip features for the individual cigar wraps to facili 
tate removal of the cigars therefrom. As a result, cigar 
packaging has been quite expensive due to the necessity 
of providing individual wraps for the cigars as well as 
boxes or cartons in which a plurality of cigars are placed. 
Removal of the ?rst cigar from a box or carton is not 

accomplished with facility since they are closely packed 
together for economy, and to prevent shifting and a con 
sequent harm to each other. When one or more cigars 
have been removed from the box or carton, the likelihood 
of injury due to shifting cigars becomes more acute, and 
it also becomes dif?cult to grasp the ‘cigars. In some in 
stances, spacer elements have been provided, but this 
will increase the cost of the package as will be obvious, 
and it does not facilitate removal. 

Accordingly, it is an object of the present invention 
to provide a novel and unique package which overcomes 
the above noted de?ciencies. 
More speci?cally, it is an object of the present inven 

tion to provide a novel and unique package for articles 
of manufacture such as cigars and the like wherein the 
articles can be removed one at a time without exposure 
of the remaining articles within the package. 
A further object of the present invention is the provi 

sion of a novel and unique package which protects arti 
cles of manufacture from exposure to the outside atmos 
phere whether or not they have overwraps or coverings. 

Still another object of the present invention is the pro 
vision of a novel and unique package which facilitates the 
removal of articles contained therewithin. 
A still further object of the present invention is to pro 

vide a novel and unique package which will facilitate the 
packaging of one or a plurality of articles without great 
expense. 
Yet another object of the present invention is the pro 

vision of a novel and unique package which is aestheti 
cally pleasing in appearance and displays the articles to 
consumers, while also protecting the articles from injury. 

Still another object of the present invention is the pro 
vision of a novel and unique package which, in at least 
one form of the invention, is capable of being reduced 
in size with the removal of individual articles. 

Other objects and advantages will become apparent 
from the following description when taken in connection 
with the accompanying drawings wherein: 

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of one ‘form of novel pack 
age, with articles contained therein, which is constructed 
in accordance with the teachings of the present invention; 

FIG. 2 is an exploded perspective view showing the 
components of the package illustrated in FIG. 1; 
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FIG. 3 is a sectional view of the package shown in 

FIG. 1 without any articles or products received therein; 
FIG. 4 is a perspective view of another form of pack 

age coming within the purview of the present invention; 
FIG. 5 is a perspective view of a modi?ed receptacle 

which may be used in forming the package of the present 
invention; 

FIG. 6 is a sectional view of the modi?ed receptacle 
shown in FIG. 5; 

FIG. 7 is a fragmentary bottom plan view of the form 
of package shown in FIGS. 1-3; 

FIG. 8 is a perspective view of yet still another form 
of package constructed in accordance with the principles 
of the present invention; 
FIG. 9 is a perspective view of ‘another modi?ed re 

ceptacle which may be used in forming packages coming 
within the scope of the present invention; 

FIG. 10 is a perspective view of yet still another form 
of package coming within the teachings of the present in 
vention; 

FIG. 11 is a partially exploded perspective view of yet 
still another form of package within the scope of the 
present invention; 

FIG. 12 is a perspective view of a slightly modi?ed 
form of package which comes within the scope of the 
present invention; 

FIG. 13 is a sectional view of the package shown in 
FIG. 12 and taken along lines 13—-13 thereof, but with 
out showing any of the articles or products within the 
package; 

FIG. 14 is an elevational view of the package shown 
in FIG. 12 with one of the receptacles being separated 
from the remainder of the package; 

FIG. 15 is a fragmentary perspective view of one of 
the individual receptacles shown in FIGS. 12—l5; 

FIG. 16 is a sectional view of a modi?ed form of pack 
age similar to FIGS. 12-14, and showing the articles or 
products contained therein; 

FIG. 17 is a fragmentary perspective view of an indi 
vidual receptacle which may be used with the embodi 
ments shown in FIGS. 12-14 and 16; 

FIG. 18 is a fragmentary sectional view showing the 
manner in which a pair of FIG. 17 receptacles engage one 
another; 

FIG. 19 is a fragmentary perspective view of yet still 
another modi?ed form of receptacle which may be used 
with the form of invention shown in FIGS. 12—14 and 16; 
FIG. 20 is a fragmentary sectional view illustrating the 

manner in which a pair of FIG. 19 receptacles engage one 
another; 

FIG. 21 is a fragmentary perspective view of yet still 
another form of receptacle which may be used with the 
embodiments shown in FIGS. 12—14 and 16; and 
FIG. 22 is a fragmentary sectional view showing the 

manner in which a pair of FIG. 21 receptacles engage 
one another. 

Referring now to the drawings, and ?rst to FIGS. 1-3 
and 7, there is shown a package 10 for retaining and dis 
pensing articles of manufacture such as the cigars 20. It 
is to be understood that the term “articles of manu 
facture” is not limited to cigars, but includes any arti?cial 
or naturally made products. 
The package shown in FIGS. 1-3 and 7 comprises a 

supporting tray or container body 30, preferably made of 
thermoplastic material such as polypropylene, polysty 
rene, polyethylene, etc., and is provided with a plurality 
of adjacently positioned and interconnected receptacles 
32 to which a cover element or sheet 60 is secured. Each 
of the receptacles 32 of the supporting tray is provided 
with a bottom wall 34 and a peripherally continuous side 
wall 36 extending upwardly therefrom which terminates 
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in an open upper end 38 at the top of each receptacle. 
A rigidifying ?ange 40 surrounds each receptacle adjacent 
the open upper end thereof and extends substantially 
normal to the sidewall 36. Adjacent pairs of receptacles 
32 are interconnected to each other by way of the rigidi 
fying ?anges 40 which extend therebetween to provide a 
unitary supporting tray. 

It is to be noted that the receptacles shown in the vari 
ous ?gures of the present invention are substantially 
elongated in shape, but it is to be understood that other 
shapes and con?gurations may be used if desired. In the 
rigidifying ?anges at one end of each elongated recepta 
cle, there is provided a notch 42 which is used to facilitate 
removal of the cover sheet from the various receptacles 
as will become apparent hereinafter. 
The supporting tray 30 can be formed with one or more 

receptacles, and in the cigar packaging ?eld, will nor 
mally consist of ?ve interconnected receptacles. When the 
supporting tray has been formed by suitable molding ap 
paratus, the cigars 20 may be readily placed within the 
receptacles and thereafter covered by the cover sheet or 
element 60. This cover sheet or element may be made of 
a thin plastic ?lm which is capable of being heat sealed 
to the rigidifying ?anges of the receptacles, but prefer 
ably it comprises a relatively rigid backing member made 
of plastic, cardboard and the like which is coated with an 
adhesive in order to impart rigidity to the package as a 
whole. Where a substantially in?exible backing member 
is used, the receptacles 30 will be restrained from de?ect 
ing toward each other, and thus decrease the likelihood of 
injury to the products contained therein. 
As will be seen from an inspection of FIG. 2 in the 

drawings, the cover sheet or element 60 is provided with 
a plurality of weakened areas 62 in the form of parallel 
rows of perforations, and are so located as to be in align 
ment with the rigidifying ?anges between adjacently posi 
tioned receptacles. If desired, the rigidifying ?anges may 
also be provided with weakened areas. Once the cigars or 
other articles of manufacture have been placed within 
the receptacles, the cover sheet or element 60 may be se 
cured to the supporting tray in the manner described 
above so as to provide the package shown in FIGS. 1-3 
and 7 of the drawings. When the cover sheet is in posi 
tion on the supporting tray, marginal edge portions of 
these sheets, which are here designated as 64, will overlie 
the notches 42 formed in the rigidifying ?anges of the 
supporting tray as illustrated in FIGS. 1 and 7 of the ’ 
drawings. In effecting removal of cigars or other products 
from the receptacles, it is a relatively simple matter for 
the user to grasp a marginal edge portion 64 of the cover 
sheet and tear or separate a cover sheet portion 66 which 
overlies a speci?c receptacle without exposing the con 
tents of the remaining receptacles. This is depicted in 
FIG. 7 of the drawings wherein a portion 66 of the 
cover sheet overlying the receptacle at the right of the 
package is shown as being partially removed therefrom. 
The remainder of the cover sheet will remain adhered 
and secured to the rigidifying ?anges of the supporting 
tray to prevent exposure to the outside atmosphere. 
Notches 42 in the supporting tray aid the user in grasping 
cover sheet portions 66 since they are of a size and shape 
to facilitate the entry of a user’s ?ngers therewithin, and 
are centrally located at one end of each receptacle to as 
sure accurate removal of individual cover sheet portions. 
The type of package just described is designed to elimi 

nate the necessity of using cellophane or other transpar 
ent overwraps for the cigars since the cover sheets will 
effectively seal the contents of each receptacle from ex 
posure. It may nevertheless be desired to individually 
wrap the products, and such is within the contemplation 
of the present invention. In its preferred form, the pack 
age 10, including both the supporting tray and cover 
sheet, are made of transparent material for displaying the 
products contained therein, but in certain instances, such 
as where it may be desirable to impart rigidity to the pack 
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4 
age, the cover sheet may be made of a nontransparent 
reinforcing material. In any case, it is desirable that the 
cover sheet accommodate advertising literature thereon 
for identifying the products to consumers. 

Since the cigars or other products are received within 
separate compartments of the package, the possibility of 
harm due to shifting of the products is substantially elimi 
nated. In this regard, it is speci?cally to be noted that 
the receptacles are preferably conformed generally to the 
shape of the products so as to maintain them in a sub 
stantially ?xed position while contained within the re 
ceptacles. 
The embodiment shown in FIG. 4 of the drawings and 

designated 10a is similar to the embodiment just described 
as indicated by the application of identical reference nu 
merals with the su?ix “a” employed to designate like 
parts. In this embodiment, generally opposed margins of 
the supporting tray 30a at each end of the elongated 
receptacles are provided with a pair of reversely bent 
flanges 44 which are adapted to slidingly receive the cover 
sheet 69a. The ?anges preferably hold the cover sheet 
60a in engagement with the rigidifying ?anges of the 
receptacles so as to substantially‘seal off the contents 
thereof from the surrounding atmosphere. In removing 
cigars or other products from the receptacles, it is merely 
necessary to slide the cover sheet away from the open up 
per end of one or more receptacles depending upon the 
number of products desired to be removed so as to enable 
the user to grasp the products. It will be apparent that 
this form of invention will also prevent exposure to prod 
ucts not desired to be removed as well as provide a sub 
stantially rigid package. 

Another modi?ed form of the invention is shown in 
FIGS. 5-6 and is similar to the above described embodi 
ments as indicated by the application of identical reference 
numerals with the su?ix “b” employed to designate like 
parts. The supporting tray 30]) shown in these ?gures is 
substantially rectangular in shape as are the receptacles 
3212, although other shapes are possible. The essential 
difference of this modi?cation over the previous embodi 
ments resides in the peripherally continuous skirt means 
46 which is integrally connected to and extends down 
wardly from the marginal portions of the rigidifying 
?anges 40b surrounding the receptacles. Such a construc 
tion will reinforce and strengthen the package so as to 
prevent collapse of the receptacles. It is also to be noted 
that the bottom wall, sidewalls and rigidifying ?anges of 
each receptacle are joined to respective portions thereof 
at right angles so as to further strengthen the supporting 
tray. It is preferable, though not necessary, tha tthe pe 
ripherally continuous or depending skirt means 46 ex 
tends beneath the bottom walls 341) of the receptacle as 
shown in FIG. 6 of the drawings in order to space the 
bottom walls of the receptacles upwardly from a comple 
mentary supporting surface for protecting the products 
contained within the receptacles. 
The form of package shown in FIG. 8 is generally 

similar to the other embodiments as indicated by the ap 
plication of identical reference numerals with the sut?x 
“c” employed to designate like parts. Only a portion of 
the cover element 600 is shown in this embodiment, it 
being understood that the cover element will overlie and 
cover all of the receptacles of the package. The form of 
the invention shown here is similar to FIGS. 5-6 in that 
the package and receptacles are substantially rectangular 
in form, but as will be apparent, one end of each re 
ceptacle is interrupted for the entire height of the re 
ceptacle sidewall for purposes to be presently described. 
In all of the forms of the invention previously described, 
the removal of the cover element from a speci?c receptacle 
still necessitates grasping of the cigar in order to remove 
it from the open receptacle. In this form of the inven 
tion, however, the cigars 200 may readily slide from the 
receptacles upon the separation of a cover element portion 
66c from its corresponding receptacle. In order to prevent 
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shifting movement of the cigars or other products while 
contained within the receptacles, connecting webs 48 are 
provided. These connecting webs 48 are provided with an 
outwardly facing curvilinear surface substantially con 
forming to the shape of the cigars, and are spaced up 
wardly from the bottom walls of each receptacle by an 
amount sufficient to prevent longitudinally shifting move 
ment of the cigars while retained within the receptacles 
of the package. It is to be noted that the cover element 
title in this form of the invention must, of necessity, extend 
over the open end of the receptacles for covering and 
sealing the contents thereof. Tab means may be provided, 
if desired, for removing cover element portions 660 from 
the receptacles. 
The modi?ed form of supporting tray 30d shown in 

FIG. 9 is generally similar to the other embodiments, and 
substantially the same as the FIG. 8 embodiment, as indi 
cated by the application of identical reference numerals 
with the suffix “d” employed to designate like parts. In 
stead of employing the connecting means 48 as in the 
FIG. 8 embodiment, the sidewall adjacent at least one 
end of the receptacles as at 50 may be shortened in 
height as compared with the remainder of the sidewall 
to prevent shifting of the cigars or other articles while 
the cover element is in place on the receptacles, but still 
provide dispensing, without grasping, of the articles upon 
the removal of cover element portion as in the FIG. 8 
embodiment. 
The embodiments shown in FIGS. 10 and 11 are gener 

ally similar to the other embodiments as indicated by the 
application of identical reference numerals with the suf 
?xes “e” and “f” respectively used to designate like parts. 
In FIG. 10, an open mouth container 52 of substantially 
rigid construction and having a con?guration generally 
complementary to the supporting tray 30a is provided for 
receiving the same therewithin so as to reinforce and 
strengthen the package. The supporting tray 3012, as is 
the case with the supporting tray 30a in the FIG. 4 em— 
bodiment, may be provided, if desired, with a cover ele 
ment of the type previously described as an extra pre 
caution in protecting the contents of the receptacles. 
The rigid open mouth containers 54 shown in the FIG. 

11 embodiment are used with a package which is identical 
to the FIGS. 1-3 and 7 embodiment. In this case, the open 
mouth containers 54 are complementary in configuration 
to generally opposed marginal areas of the package as 
will be apparent so as to reinforce and strengthen the 
same. 

The forms of the invention just described generally 
comprise a supporting tray having a plurality of integrally 
attached receptacles for receiving cigars or other products. 
It is also within the purview of the present invention to 
provide a series of individual stacked trays which are ad 
jacently positioned and interconnected to one another as 
will become apparent from the following discussion of the 
FIGS. 12-22 modi?cations. 

‘One form of stacked tray arrangement is shown in 
FIGS. 12-14 and is identi?ed by 10g. This package has a 
plurality of trays 70 each having a bottom wall 74 and a 
side wall 76 which extends upwardly therefrom and termi 
nates in open upper end 78 as best seen in FIGS. 13 and 
15. Part of the sidewall is reduced as at 80 to provide an 
externally projecting shoulder 82 which is in alignment 
with the remainder of the sidewall. Sidewall portion 80 
is laterally offset inwardly from the remainder of the side 
wall by an amount su?icient to cause frictional engage 
ment with an upper sidewall portion of an adjacently 
positioned container, as is best seen in FIG. 13, while at 
the same time maintaining the sidewalls of the recep 
tacles in substantial alignment with each other. Thus, each 
pair of adjacently positioned receptacles in the package 
10g are releaseably secured to one another and effectively 
prevent the entrance of air into the lowermost receptacle 
of each pair. This enables the reduced sidewall portion 80 
and the bottom wall 74 of the uppermost receptacle in 

10 

25 

35 

40 

55 

60 

70 

75 

6 
each pair of adjacently positioned receptacles to serve as 
a seal and cover for the contents of the lowermost recep 
tacle. Preferably, the receptacles frictionally engage one 
another in such a manner as to provide a seal ‘and cover 
for the contents of the receptacles Without making it 
difficult to separate them from each other by hand as 
is indicated in FIG. 14. 
The bottom wall in each of the receptacles of a pack 

age, except for the lowermost receptacle, will serve as a 
cover element for an associated receptacle. In the case of 
the uppermost receptacle, a closure member 82 is em 
ployed and is provided with a depending ?ange 84 which 
is adapted to be nestably received within the open upper 
end 78 of the uppermost receptacle. Removal of the 
cigars or other products from the receptacles in the stacked 
tray package is preferably accomplished by ?rst removing 
the lowermost receptacle, and since the bottom wall of 
the next adjacent receptacle is used as a cover element for 
the lowermost receptacle, the remainder of the cigars con 
tained in the other receptacles will not be exposed to the 
outside atmosphere. Thereafter, the next adjacent recep 
tacle will be removed from the package and so on until 
all of the products have been consumed. It is also possible 
to remove the cigars from the package by ?rst removing 
the closure member and then removing subsequent recep 
tacles, but this will leave the upper sidewall portion of 
the tnays or receptacles unprotected, and this is undesir 
able from the consumer’s viewpoint. In either case, 
whether the removal of the cigars is begun at the top or 
bottom of the package, it will be apparent that the size 
of the package will be diminished thus indicating to the 
consumer the number of unused or unconsumed products. 
The form of stacked tray package shown in FIG. 16 

and identi?ed 19a is generally similar to the FIGS. 12-15 
embodiment as indicated by the application of identical 
reference numerals with the su?ix “h” employed to desig 
nate like parts. This form of the invention departs from 
what is shown in FIGS. 12-15 by using a slightly modi?ed 
form of tray 70h for the uppermost receptacle and a trans 
parent overwrap 90 for encompassing the entire pack 
age as well ‘as for covering and sealing the uppermost 
receptacle. Receptacle 70h is not provided with an upper 
sidewall portion above the externally projection shoulder 
82h, but the reduced sidewall portion 80h thereof co 
operates with the upper sidewall portion of the next lower 
most tray or receptacle in the same manner as previously 
described. In removing the products from this particular 
package, the transparent overwrap 90 is removed, thus 
exposing the cigar positioned in the uppermost recep 
tacle. Thereafter, the remainder of the cigars may be dis 
pensed by removing the lowermost receptacle in the pack 
age and so on ‘as was previously described in connection 
with the FIGS. 12-15 embodiments. 
FIGS. 17-18, 19-20 and 21-22 show modi?ed forms 

of the trays or receptacles used in the FIGS. 12-16 em 
bodiments, and like parts will be designated by the same 
numerals with su?ixes “i,” “j” and “k” used respectively 
to designate like parts. The tray shown in FIGS. 17-18 
differs in that the externally projecting shoulder 821' is 
more pronounced, and thus frictionally engages a smaller 
area of the upper sidewall portion 761' in an adjacently 
positioned receptacle. 

In FIGS. 19-20, the receptacle 7?j, in addition to hav 
ing a reduced sidewall portion and an externally project 
ing shoulder 80j, 82]" respectively as in the FIGS. 12-16 
embodiments, is [also provided with an internally pro 
jecting shoulder 84 in the upper sidewall area of the recep 
tacle. Internally projecting shoulder 84 will also serve in 
this embodiment as a means to frictionally engage the 
reduced sidewall portion in an adjacently positioned recep 
tacle so as to releaseably secure them to each other. FIGS. 
21-22 show an inwardly facing lug or shoulder 86 pro 
vided in the upper sidewall portion 76k which cooperates 
with an outwardly facing slot means 88 formed in the re 
duced sidewall area 80k so as to releaseably secure the 
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trays or receptacles 70k to each other. Obviously, it is 
also possible to provide an outwardly facing lug or shoul 
der which cooperates with an inwardly facing slot means 
if desired. 
From the foregoing, it will now be appreciated that 

the present invention contemplates various novel forms 
of article dispensing packages which can be economically 
and efficiently produced at rapid speeds under present 
manufacturing techniques, while at the same time effec 
tively retaining and protecting the articles positioned 
within the package as well as facilitating removal-of in 
dividual products therefrom without exposing any prod 
ucts remaining in the package. It will also be appreciated 
that the package will effectively display the articles there 
in, and is aesthetically pleasing in appearance. 
Although speci?c embodiments have been shown and 

described herein, it is with full awareness that many mod 
i?cations thereof are possible. The invention, therefore, 
is not to be restricted except insofar as is necessitated by 
the prior art and by the spirit of the appended claims. 

I claim: 
1. A package for dispensing articles of manufacture 

comprising a one-piece container body made from thin 
thermoplastic material and including a plurality of ad 
jacently positioned discrete receptacles of elongated 
shape each being provided with a bottom wall and a side 
wall extending upwardly therefrom and terminating in 
an open upper end, said container body having a rigidity 
ing ?ange integrally attached to the open upper end of 
each receptacle in surrounding relationship thereto and 
extending substantially normal to the receptacle side Wall, 
the rigidifying ?anges of adjacent receptacles being in 
tegrally joined to one another whereby to provide a 
unitary container body, a thermoplastic cover element 
releaseably secured to said rigidifying ?anges in a man 
ner to overlie the open upper end of each receptacle and 
seal the contents thereof from the outside atmosphere, 
means providing selective removal of the cover element 
from each receptacle without exposing the remaining re 
ceptacles, each receptacle side wall being provided with 
a portion transverse to the longitudinal axis thereof and 
of smaller height than the remainder of said side wall to 
prevent shifting of said articles of manufacture while 
said cover element is in place on said receptacles, but 
facilitating slding removal of said articles upon the sep 
aration of said cover element therefrom and tilting of 
said receptacles from a horizontal position. 

2. A package for dispensing articles of manufacture 
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comprising a one-piece container body made from thin 
thermoplastic material and including a plurality of adja 
cently positioned discrete receptacles of elongated shape 
each being provided with a bottom wall and a side wall 
extending upwardly therefrom and terminating in an open 
upper end, said container body having a rigidifying ?ange 
integrally attached to the open upper end of each recep 
tacle in surrounding relationship thereto and extending 
substantially normal to the receptacle side wall, the 
rigidifying ?anges of adjacent receptacles being integrally 
Joined to one another whereby to provide a unitary con 
tainer body, a thermoplastic cover element releaseably 
secured to said rigidifying ?anges in a manner to overlie 
the open upper end of each receptacle and seal the con 
tents thereof from the outside atmosphere, means provid 
ing selective removal of the cover element from each re 
ceptacle without exposing the remaining receptacles, each 
receptacle side wall being provided with an opening trans 
verse to the longitudinal axis of and extending from the 
bottom wall to the open upper end thereof, and web 
means of predetermined height spanning each opening to 
prevent shifting of said articles of manufacture when 
said cover element is secured to said receptacles, but per 
mitting sliding dispensing removal of said articles of man 
ufacture through said openings upon the separation of 
said cover element from said receptacles. 
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