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My invention relates to shopping bags and the like and 
especially those of the open mesh type. Existing bags used 
for shopping or for carrying miscellaneous articles of 
varying sizes are generally large and cumbersome. They 
are quite inconvenient to carry when empty and are in 
general limited to the capacity which they provide. It is 
therefore an object of my invention to provide a shopping 
bag which could be compacted into a very small volume 
when empty. 

It is another object of my invention to provide a shop 
ping bag which would be ?exible in the volume which it provides. 

It is a more speci?c object of my invention to provide a 
shopping bag of the crocheted type, the elements of 
which are stretchable. 

It is yet another object of my invention to provide a 
bag for carrying materials of the open mesh type which 
would be more versatile, convenient, and better appear 
ing than any now in use. 

These and other objects of my invention will become 
apparent from the detailed description given in the speci 
?cation, drawings, and claims which follow. 

Referring now to the drawings in which like numbers 
indicate like parts on the respective ?gures, there are seen 
the following: 
FIG. 1 shows my bag containing articles ready to carry. 
FIG. 2 shows my bag empty and turned inside out 

ready to roll up. 
FIG. 3 is my bag rolled up into a ball. 
FIG. 4 is an enlarged section of the crocheted net of 

my bag. 
It is seen that my bag is composed of two principal 

sections, namely, the carrying portion for articles 1, and 
the carrying portion for the rolled up bag 2. The portion 
1 is constructed by crocheting yarn in the form of square 
net and utilizing the chain stitch, as illustrated in FIG. 4. 
For this purpose I may use cotton, silk, rayon, or nylon, 
but any type of stretchable material is satisfactory. The 
squares 1 may be three-quarters of an inch on the side, 
more or less, and are formed by joining the chain stitches 
7 in a manner known to those skilled in the crocheting 
art. The top rim 3 and carrying handles 2 are also cro 
cheted into the net in any conventional manner. 
The portion 4 of my bag which serves to contain it 

and permit easy carrying when not in use for transport 
ing articles is crocheted also integral with the main net, 
but using a much tighter stitch. When articles are being 
transported as shown in FIG. 1, this portion lies ?at 
against the bottom interior of the bag. 
When the bag is empty it is turned inside out as shown 

in FIG. 2, and the portion 4 with its drawstrings 6 and 
close knitted or crocheted stitches 5 are seen suspended 
below the main portion 1 and the opening 8 is served by 
the drawstring 6. 
The portion 4 may then be turned inside out and the 

portion 1 stulfed into it completely and the ?nal ball ?g 
ure shown in FIG. 3 is attained, The drawstrings 6 may 
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then be used to carry the empty bag, which now con 
sists of a small sphere of only about one-?fth the size of 
the empty bag when in the carrying position. 

It may thus conveniently be carried on the wrist of the 
shopper or placed in a purse while on the way to the shopping. 

I have found that when using the construction disclosed 
above, my bag when in the carrying position will stretch 
at least twice its normal size and thus provide a large 
capacity. Thus, for example, when using a bag compris 
ing seventy, three-quarter inch squares for its net, I am 
able to obtain a bag well over one foot in diameter when 
full of articles and which can be rolled up into a sphere 
less than two inches in diameter when empty. 

I am not limited, of course, to bags of the above dimen 
sions but may employ any desired combination of mesh 
size, bag diameter and ball diameter. 

I claim: 
1. An expandable shopping bag comprising: 
a large principal section of crocheted open net con 

struction; 
a small auxiliary section of tightly crocheted construc 

tion, 
said auxiliary section being fastened to said prin 

cipal section so that said principal section may 
be folded up and inserted into said auxiliary 
section; 

means positioned for carrying said principal section; 
means positioned for carrying said auxiliary section, 

said last named means comprising a drawstring for 
closing said auxiliary section, having portions pro 
jecting at each side of said auxiliary section, provid 
ing handles. 

2. A crocheted bag of generally spherical con?guration 
comprising: 

a ?rst spherical portion of crocheted net having a rela 
tively large mesh and a circular opening therein; 

a second spherical portion of crocheted net having a 
relatively small mesh and a circular opening therein, 

said sections being crocheted together to form a 
contiguous circular joint therebetween diamet 
rically opposite to each of said openings; 

means for closing said opening in said second portion, 
said means comprising a drawstring having portions 
projecting at each side of said second portion pro 
viding handles; 

means for carrying said bag. 
3. The bag of claim 1 in which said. bag is crocheted 

from a stretchable yarn employing a chain stitch pattern. 
4. The bag of claim 2 in which said bag is crocheted 

from a stretchable yarn employing a chain stitch pattern. 
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