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This invention relates to a diaper and more particularly 
to a diaper which not only is adjustable to accommodate 
various size babies but one which is comfortable to wear. 
An object of my invention is to provide a diaper which 

shall have an inwardly extending pleat which is adapted 
to expand in response to movement of the baby where-by 
the diaper conforms to the body of the baby and does not 
rub its legs as it crawls. 
Another object of my invention is to provide a diaper 

of the character designated which shall include an ex 
pandible bottom portion which forms a package for bowel 
movements of the baby whereby its legs are maintained 
in a clean condition at all times. 
Another object of my invention is to provide a diaper 

of the character designated in which a pleat extends 
along the inner surface of the diaper from a point ad 
jacent the front center of the diaper to a point 
adjacent the rear center of the diaper whereby su?icient 
bulk is in position to absorb urine or other liquids. 
Another object of my invention is to provide a diaper 

of the character designated in which the pleat along the 
inner surface of the diaper is open with the exception of 
end portions thereof whereby the front portion of the 
diaper is expandible as well vas a rear portion thereof, 
thus particularly adapting the diaper for use with boy 
babies. 
A further object of my invention is to provide a diaper 

of the character designated wherein the bulk materials 
are positioned in proper location to absorb liquids without 
interfering with the comfort of the vbaby. 
A further object of my invention is to provide a diaper 

which shall have forwardly opening leg openings therein 
which permit the legs'to project forwardly in a natural 
manner. 

A still further object of my invention is to provide a 
diaper of the character designated which shall be simple 
of construction, economical of manufacture and one 
which is neat in appearance and requires no pins. 

Heretofore in the art to which my invention relates, 
various types of diapers have been proposed. However, so 
far as I am aware, such diapers have ‘been unsatisfactory 
due to the fact that they do not provide free move 
ment of the baby as it crawls. In such diapers the bulky 
material is positioned whereby it interferes with the com 
fort of the baby. Also, such diapers do not conform to 
the size and contour of the body of the baby as it moves. 
In accordance with my invention, I overcome these dif 
?culties by providing an expandible diaper which is pro 
vided with bulk material in the correct locations for ab 
sorbing liquids. Also, the diaper is expandible to provide 
a package for receiving bowel movements to thereby 
maintain the legs of the ibaby in a clean condition while 
he crawls or moves about. 

Apparatus embodying features of my invention is illus 
trated in the accompanying drawing, forming a part of 
this application, in which: 

FIG. 1 is a developed view showing a sheet of material 
cut to the proper shape to form my improved diaper; 
FIG. 2 is an enlarged front elevational view showing 

the sheet of material of FIG. 1 folded on itself; 
FIG. 3 is a side elevational view showing the sheet 

of material of FIG. 2 folded on itself whereby the pleat 
stitches are made; 
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FIG. 4 is an elevational view showing the inside of 

the diaper after the pleat is formed therein; 
FIG. 5 is an enlarged sectional view taken generally 

along the line 5—5 of FIG. 4; 
FIG. 6. is an enlarged sectional view taken generally 

along the line 6—6 of FIG. 4; 
FIG. 7 is a front elevational view showing the diaper 

in assembled position with the fastener elements con 
nected to each other to form a large size diaper; and, 

FIG. 8 is a front elevational view of the assembled 
diaper showing the fastener elements attached to each 
other to form a smaller size diaper. 

Referring now to the drawing for a better understand 
ing of my invention, I show a sheet of material 10 which 
preferably comprises two or more individual layers of 
fabric. The sheet of material 10 is cut to the shape shown 
in FIG. 1 and is then folded on itself as at 11 whereby 
the folded layers assume the shape shown in FIG. 2. 
The sheet of material is thus provided with a relatively 
wide portion 12 adjacent one edge 13 thereof and tapers 
toward the opposite edge 14 thereof to provide tapered 
sides 16 and 17 and a relatively narrow front portion 18. 
The layers of material forming the sheet 10 are secured 
to each other along the side edges 16 and 17, as shown. 
With the sheet 10 thus assembled, it is folded on itself, 

as shown in FIG. 3. The folded sheet of material is then 
stitched as at 19 and 21 adjacent the edges 13 and 14, 
respectively. The stitches 19 and 21 extend a relatively 
short distance inwardly of the edges 13 and 14, as shown 
in FIG. 3, to provide an elongated pleat 22 which extends 
from the central portion of the edge 13 to the central 
portion of the edge 14, as shown in FIG. 4. The pleat 
22 is thus provided with folds 23 and 24 which are se 
cured to each other at the juncture of the pleat 22 with 
the sheet of material 10 adjacent the edges 13 and 14. 
Accordingly, relatively short stitched pleat sections are 
provided adjacent the edges 13 and 14 while the inter 
mediate portion of the pleat is free to expand as at 26. 

With the pleat 22 thus formed in the sheet of material 
10, female fastener elements 27 ' are secured to the inner 
surface of the winding portion 12 adjacent one end there 
of. In like manner, female fastener elements 28 are se 
cured to the inner surface of the widened portion 12 
adjacent the other end thereof, as shown in FIG. 4. Male 
fastener elements 29 are secured to the outer surface of 
the sheet of material 10 adjacent the fastener elements 28, 
as shown in FIGS. 4 and 7. A female fastener element 
31 is secured to the inner surface of the sheet of material 
10 intermediate the fastener elements 29, as shown in 
FIG. 4. Secured to the outer surface of the narrow front 
portion 18 adjacent opposite sides of the pleat 22 are 
male fastener elements 32. 
From the foregoing description, the use of my improved 

diaper will be readily understood. When the diaper is to 
be used on a large baby, the baby is placed on the diaper 
with the pleat 22 adjacent the baby. The front portion 18 
is pulled upwardly, as shown in FIG. 7, whereby the male 
fastener elements 32 are in position to engage the female 
fastener elements 27 and 28 to thus hold the diaper in as 
sembled position. The pleat 22 being open intermediate 
the stitches 19 and 21 permits expansion of the entire bot 
tom area of the diaper up to the point that the stitches 
commence. Preferably, the stitches extend approximately 
21/2 inches from the edges 13 and 14 whereby a substantial 
length of open pleat is provided. Accordingly, as the baby 
crawls, the diaper expands to accommodate the body and 
legs of the baby to thereby reduce the amount of relative 
movement between the baby and the diaper. Accordingly, 
the diaper does not rub the legs of the baby as it crawls. 
Also, the diaper is neat in appearance since the pleat 22 
holds the bulk of the diaper in a neat and comfortable posi 
tion and at the location where it is needed most. That is, 
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the pleat 22 is in position to abosrb urine and other liquids 
and at the same time is free to expand to form a package 
for bowel movements whereby the legs of the baby remain 
in a clean and dry condition. 
To accommodate the diaper for use on a smaller baby, 

the female fastener element 31 is snapped onto the center 
most male fastener element 32 carried by the right-hand 
side of the front portion 18, as viewed in FIG. 4. The 
female fastener elements 28 are then snapped onto the 
male fastener elementsr32 carried by the other side of the 
front portion 18. The female fastener elements 27 are then 
snapped onto the male fastener elements 29 whereby the 
diaper assumes the position shown in FIG. 8. 
By providing side portions 16 and 17 for the diaper 

which taper toward the edge 14 and curve inwardly toward 
the pleat 22, relatively large and uniform leg openings are 
provided for the baby whereby the legs are adapted to 
project forwardly in a natural manner. Also, there is a 
minimum of rubbing action between the side edges 16 and 
17 and the legs of the baby. This freedom of movement 
of the legs relative to the diaper openings is made possible. 
by the provision of the pleat 22 which expands. 
From the foregoing, it will be seen that I have devised 

an improved diaper which is extremely simple of con 
struction and manufacture and one which is comfortable 
to wear. By providing a diaper which is adapted to expand 
to conform to the contour of the body of the baby, there 
is a minimum of rubbing. Also, by providing a pleat which 
extends from the upper rear edge of the diaper to the upper 
front edge thereof a uniform mass of absorbent material 
is provided in position to absorb liquids and at the same 
time the pleat is adapted to expand. Furthermore, by 
providing a diaper which may be readily adjusted to ac 
commodate various size babies, the baby does not out 
grow the diaper. . 

While I have shown my invention in but one form, it 
will be obvious to those skilled in the art that it is not 
so limited, but is susceptible of various changes and modi 
?cations without departing from the spirit thereof, and I 
desire, therefore, that only such limitations shall be placed 
thereupon as are speci?cally set forth in the appended 
claims. 
What I claim is:' 
1. A diaper comprising: 
(a) a sheet of material of a width adjacent one edge 

thereof to substantially encircle the waist of a baby 
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with the sides of said sheet tapering toward the op 
posite edge thereof to de?ne a relatively narrow front 
portion for the diaper adjacent said opposite edge 
and a relatively wide portion for the diaper adjacent 
said one edge, ‘ 

(b) an intermediate portion of said sheet of material 
being folded on itself to de?ne a continuous pleat 
on the inner side of the diaper extending from a point 
adjacent the center of said one edge to a point ad 
jacent the center of said opposite edge, 

(0), means securing the folds of said pleat to each other, 
at the juncture of said pleat with said sheet of mate 
rial adjacent said one edge and adjacent said opposite 
edge to de?ne a pleat having secured end portions 
and an open unsecured intermediate portion whereby 
said intermediate portion is adapted to expand, and 

(d) means detachably connecting the ends of said wide 
portion to said front portion with said pleat posi 
tioned inwardly of said sheet of material. 

2. A diaper as de?ned in claim 1 in which the tapered 
sides of the sheet curve inwardly said pleat to de?ne leg 
openings which permit free movement of the legs of a 
baby. i e 

3. A diaper as de?ned in claim 1 in which the means to 
detachably connect the ends of said wide portion'to said 
front portion comprises: 

(a) fastener elements carried by said front portion, and 
(b) cooperating fastener elements carried by the ends 

of said wide portion and adapted to engage the fas~ 
tener elements carried by said front portion. 
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