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This, invention relates to a shoestring knot retainer. 
In ‘Patent No. 2,674,021 there is describe-d and claimed 

a shoestring knot retainer which comprises a pair of re 
ceptacles, each having a continuous wall closed at one 
end and open at the other end, the continuous Wall of 
one of said receptacles having a single slot opening out 
of the open end and extending longitudinaly inwardly 
from ‘the open end toward and spaced from its closed 
end,‘-'_and releasable interengaging screw thread means 
between the open end portions of‘said receptacles for 
securing said receptacles together, said receptacles when 
releasa'bly interengaged having a portion of said slot 
which is incommunication with the exterior. 

‘ This invention is an improvement on the shoestring 
knot retainer of the above-described patent, such im 
provement consisting in providing an obstructing means 
on the single slot. A further feature of the improvement 
resides in ?aring the slot adjacent the open end of the 
receptacle containing the slot. 

Accordingly,‘-an object of the present invention is to 
provide a shoestring knot retainer wherein the single 
slot opening out of the open end of one of the receptacles 
is provide-d with obstructing means which is so constructed 
and arranged as to permit the insertion into and the with 
drawal from the slot of the part of the shoestring pro 
truding from the knot, when the open end of said one 
receptacle is not closed by the other receptacle, and to 
center and retain the inserted parts within the visible por~ 
tion of the slot when the open end of said one receptacle 
is closed by the other receptacle. 
Another object of the invention is to provide ‘a shoe 

string‘knot retainer wherein the single slot opening out 
of the open end of one of the receptacles is provided with 
obstructing means which forms a tortuous passage such 
as to permit the insertion into and the withdrawal from 
the slot of the parts of the shoestring protruding from 
the knot, when the open end of the said one receptacle is 
not closed by the other receptacle, and which passage is 
blocked, when the open end of the said one receptacle is 
closed 'by the other receptacle, to center and retain the 
inserted parts within the visible portion of the slot. 
A further object of the present invention is to provide 

a shoestring knot retainer wherein the obstructing means 
provided on the single slot opening out of the open end of 
one of the receptacles is of simple construction, commer 
cially feasible, and highly e?icient in action. 

Other objects and advantages of the present invention 
will become apparent from the following description, 
taken in conjunction with the following drawing, in which: 
FIGURE 1 is a perspective view showing the knot re 

tainer of the present invention in place on the knot of the 
shoestring worn by a small child. 
FIGURE 2 is a longitudinal elevational view of the 

assembled retainer of FIGURE 1, showing the obstruct 
ing means in ‘the single slot of one of the receptacles. 
FIGURE 3 is a longitudinal elevational view of the as 

sembled retainer of FIGURE 2, with the receptacle clos 
ing the open end of the slotted receptacle broken away 
to show the ?ared portion of the slot adjacent the end 
opening out of the open end of the slotted receptacle. 
FIGURE 4 is a cross-sectional view taken on the line 

4——4 of FIGURE 2. 
FIGURE 5 is a longitudinal sectional view taken on 

the line 5-5 of FIGURE 2. 
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Referring to the drawing, the retainer indicated gen 

erally by the numeral 10 comprises a pair of receptacles 
11 and 12, the receptacle 11 being longer than the 
receptacle 12. 
The receptacle 11 has a cylindrical continuous sidewall 

13 and an end wall 14 closing one end of the sidewall 13. 
The sidewall 13 is provided with a single slot 15 which 
opens out of its other or open end thereof, the slot ex 
tending longitudinally inwardly from the open end toward 
and spaced from its close-d end or end wall 14. 
The receptacle 12 also :has a cylindrical continuous 

sidewall 16 and an end wall 17 closing one end of the 
sidewall 16. 
At the other or open end the sidewall 13 is externally 

recessed annularly and provided with external screw 
threads 20. The sidewall 16 at its other or open end is 
annularly-recessed internally and is provided with internal 
screw threads 21 which engage with the threads 20 on 
the sidewall13 to releasably~secure the receptacles 11 and 
12 together. It is to be noted that the threads 20 and 21 
between the open end wall portions ‘of the walls 13 and 
16 constitute a releasable interengaging means for secur~ 
ing the receptacles 11 and 12 together. ‘ -‘ - ' 

By reference to FIGURE 1, it will be seen that the re 
ceptacles 11 and 12, when releasably interengaged, have 
a visible portion of the slot 15'which is in communication 
with the exterior. ’ ' 

The thus speci?cally-described construction constitutes 
the invention as described and‘claimed in- the previously 
noted patent. 
The improvement constituting the present invention 

which is concerned with the retainer of the above-noted 
patent, consists of providing an obstructing means 30 on 
the slot 15, such means being so constructed and arranged 
as to permit the insertion into and the withdrawal from 
the slot 15 of the parts of the shoestring protruding from 
the knot when the open end of the one receptacle 11 is 
not closed by the other receptacle 12, and to center and 
retain the inserted parts within the visible portion of the 
slot when the open end of the one receptacle 11 is closed 
by the other receptacle 12. Speci?cally, the obstructing 
means 30 is so constructed as to form a tortuous passage 
such as topermit the insertion into and the withdrawal 
from the slot 15 of the parts of the shoestring protruding 
from the knot, when the open end of the one receptacle 11 
is not closed by the other receptacle 12, and which passage 
is blocked, when the open end of the one receptacle 11 is 
closed by the other receptacle 12, to center and retain the 
inserted parts of the shoestring protruding from the knot 
Within the visible portion of the slot. The obstructing 
means embodies a pair of nubs 31 and 32 arranged in 
staggered relation along the slot 15 inwardly of and 
spaced from the open end of the one receptacle 11. The 
slot 15 is ?ared, as at 35, adjacent the open end of the 
receptacle 11, as shown in FIGURE 3, for facilitating the 
insertion and withdrawal of the parts of the shoestring 
protruding from the knot from the slot 15, when the 
open end of the one receptacle 11 is not closed by the 
other receptacle 12. 

In operation, with the receptacle 12 removed from 
threaded engagement with the open end of the receptacle 
11, the open end of the receptacle 12 is positioned 
so that the shoestring with a knot tied therein is 
in alignment with the open end of the receptacle, 
whereupon diverging parts of the shoestring protruding 
from the knot are inserted into the slot 15 and caused to 
pass between ‘and out of the tortuous passage de?ned by 
the nubs 31 and 32, and into the visible portion of the 
slot 15. Simultaneously, with this passage of the protruding 
parts of the shoestring into the slot, the knot and the 
remaining parts of the shoestring protruding from the knot 
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are inserted wholly into the receptacle 11 through the 
open end, and when-wholly inserted, the other receptacle 
12 is caused to close the open end of the receptacle, to 
thereby house the knot and the remaining parts in the 
connected receptacles 11 and 12 with the protruding parts 
projecting through and locked in position within the visible 
portion of the slot 15. Detachment of the other recepta; 
cle 12, permits the protruding parts of the shoestring to 
be withdrawn through the tortuous passage formed by 
vthe staggered nubs 31 and 32 and simultaneously therewith 
the knot and the remaining parts of the shoestring pro 
truding from the knot to be withdrawn from the receptacle 
11 through the open end thereof. 
What is claimed is: 
1. In a shoestring knot retainer comprising a pair of 

receptacles, each having a continuous wall closed at one 
end and open at the other end, the continuous wall of 
one of said receptacles having a single slot opening out of 
the open end and extending longitudinally inwardly ‘from 
the open end toward and spaced from its closed end, and 
releasable interengaging screw thread means between the 
open end portions of said receptacles for securing said 
receptacles together, said receptacles when releasably inter 
engaged having a portion of said slot which is in com 
munication with the exterior, the improvement consist~ 
ing of providing an obstructing means projecting into said 
slot from opposed walls of said slot, said means being so 
constructed and arranged as to permit the insertion into 
and the withdrawal from the slot of the parts of the shoe 
string protruding from the knot, when the open end of 
said one receptacle is not closed by the other receptacle, 
and to center and retain the parts of the shoestring inserted 
in the slot within the visible portion of the slot. 
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2. The retainer according to claim 1, wherein said ob 

structing means is so constructed as to form a tortuous 
passage such as to permit the insertion into and the with 
drawal from the slot of the-parts of the shoestring pro 
truding from the knot when the open end of aid one recep 
tacle is not closed by the other receptacle, and which pas 
sage is blocked, when the open end of the said one recep 
tacle is closed by the other receptacle, to center and re 
tain the inserted parts of the shoestring protruding from 
the knot within the visible portion of the slot. 

3. The retainer according to claim 1, wherein said ob 
structing means embodies a pair of nubs arranged in stag 
gered relation along the slot inwardly of and spaced from 
the open end of said one receptacle. , ' ‘ 

4. The retainer according to claim 3, wherein the single 
slot is ?ared adjacent the open end ‘of said one receptacle 
for facilitating the insertion and withdrawal of the‘ parts 
of the shoestring protruding from the knot from the slot 
when the open end of said one receptacle is not closed by 
the other of said receptacles. ' ' 
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