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This invention relates to improvements in an automo 
bile license plate frame and more particularly to the resil 
ient fastening means provided on the frame for detach 
ably securing a license plate. 

It is an object of the present invention to provide a 
frame for a license plate comprising a border which is 
provided with an opening therein, said border having -a 
rearwardly extending perpendicularly arranged continuous 
fiange around the periphery thereof, and a pair of oppo 
sitely facing spring clips pivotally mounted on the inner 
surface of the end portions of the ñange engageable with 
the license plate for holding same. 
Another object of the present invent-ion is to provide a 

frame of the aforementioned type wherein each spring 
clip comprises a base of substantially uniform depth 
which is slightly less than the depth of the corresponding 
end portion of the ñange and which is in surface to sur 

' face contact therewith, the ends of the base being pro 
vided with integral resilient fingers of substantially uni 
form depth which is substantially less than the depth of 
the base, said resilient »fingers gradually daring away from 
the corresponding end portion of the ñange towards the 
opening in the border, the opposite ends of the resilient 
fingers terminating in integral resilient arms of substan 
tially uniform depth throughout the greater part of their 
length approximately equal to the depth of the base, and 
the bottom edges of the arms of the clips being spaced 
from the border for the reception therebetween of the 
end portions of a license plate. 

Still another object of the present invention is to pro 
vide a frame of the aforementioned type wherein each 
of the resilient arms when in locking engagement with 
the license plate is arranged at an acute angle with re 
spect to the corresponding end portion of »the flange, and 
the pivot mounting for each of the spring clips permitting 
slight rotational movement of the spring clip to fit license 
plates of various thicknesses. 
A further object of the present invention is to provide 

a frame of the aforementioned type wherein the upper 
edges of the base, fingers, and arms of each clip are lo 
cated in the same plane. 
A still further object of the present invention is to 

provide a frame of the aforementioned type wherein each 
acute angle is approximately 30 degrees. 
Another object of the present invention is to provide 

'a frame of the aforementioned type wherein the outer 
ends of the resilient ar-ms overlie the opening. 

It is thus another object of the present invention to pro 
vide a simplified low cost structure of the aforementioned 
type having certain advantages contributing to efficiency, 
reliability and long life as well as ease of maintenance. 

Further objects and advantages of the present inven 
tion will be apparent yfrom the following description, refer 
ence being had to the accompanying drawing wherein a 
preferred form of the present invention is clearly shown. 
FIGURE 1 is a front elevation of the license plate 

frame, with parts broken away and in section to illustrate 
features of the invention. 
FIGURE 2 is a rear elevation ofthe license plate frame, 

with parts broken away. 
FIGURE 3 is an end view taken substantially on the 

line 3_3 of FIGURE 1. 
FIGURE 4 is a fragmentary perspective view of an 

end portion of the license plate and of the frame and illus 
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trating the manner in which the resilient arms retain the 
license plate in the frame. 

Referring now yto the drawing, the frame is designated 
by the numeral 10 and the license plate is designated by 
the numeral 12. The frame 10 comprises a border 14 off 
rectangularly shaped configuration which is provided with 
a relatively large rectangularly shaped opening 16 therein. 
The border 14 is provided on the outer periphery there 
of with a rearwardly extending continuous flange 18. 
The flange 18 is arranged substantially perpendicular to 
the border 14. The inner edge 20 of the border 14 sur 
rounding the opening 16 is inclined slightly rearwardly 
as best illustrated in FIGURE 3. 
A pair of oppositely facing spring clips 22 is pivotally 

mounted on the inner surface of the end portions 24 and 
26 of the ñange 1‘8 closely adjacent the longitudinal axis 
of the border 14. Each spring clip 22 comprises a base 
30 of substantially uniform depth which is slightly less 
than the depth of the opposing end portion 24 or 26 of 
the border 14 and which is in surface to surface contact 
therewith. The bottom edge of base 30 is spaced slightly 
from the :border 14. The pivot mounting 31 for each 
spring clip 22 extends through the corresponding base 30 
and permits slight 4rotational movement of the spring clip 
22 as will subsequently appear. The ends 32 and 34 of 
the base 30 are provided with integral resilient fingers 36 
and 38 respectively of substantially uniform depth which 
.is substantially less than the depth of the base 30. The 
upper or outer edges of the fingers 36 and 38 and the -base 
30 lie in substantially the same plane. The resilient 
fingers 36 and 38 gradually ñare away from the corre 
sponding end portion of the border 14 towards the open 
ing 16 in the border 14. 
The others ends of the resilient fingers 36 and 38 ter 

minate in integral resilient arms-40 and 42 respectively 
of substantially uniform depth throughout the greater part 
of their length approximately equal to the depth of the 
base 30. The bottom edge of each arm 40 and 42 is 
spaced from the border 14 for the reception therebetween 
of a portion of the license plate 12 as will subsequently 
appear. Each resilient arm 40 and 42 when in locking 
engagement with the license plate 1'2 is arranged at an 
acute angle with respect to the corresponding end portion 
24 or 26 of the flange 1-8. lIt has been found that an 
acute angle of approximately 30 degrees plus or minus 
three or four degrees is highly desirable. The outer end 
portions of arms 40 and 42 are curved or rounded as best 
illustrated in FIGURE 3. In addition the arms 40 and 42 
are bowed (FIGURE 3) in order to preset the arms at the 
proper effectiveness. 
The license plate 12 is provided with four elongated 

slots 46, arranged adjacent the upper and lower edges of 
the plate y12. The license plate 12 is adapted to be 
mounted on the bumber or on a support bracket provided 
on the automobile after the frame 10 and license plate 12 
have been assembled. As an example, four bolts are uti 
lized which extend through the slots 46 and corresponding 
openings provided in the support bracket as is well known 
in the art. 
The border 14 may as an example, be made from stain 

less steel such as SAE 51-430-.020 gauge. The clips 22 
may as an example be made from spring steel such as 
SAE 1065 or 1070-.028 thick. The spring steel clips 22 
are heat treated as an example to Rockïwell G4247 so as 
to prevent brittleness. The Iclips 22 may as an example 
be cadmium or zinc coated. The pivot mountings 3-1 for 
the spring clips 22 are made from 1Áa-inch diameter tubu 
lar rivets which, as an example, may be made from stain 
less steel. 

It will be appreciated that while the license plates uti 
lized in the several states of the United States are sub 
stantially alike, there are, however, certain variations in 
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size from state to state due to various speciñcations, manu 
facturing techniques and the information to be identiñed 
in the plate. As an example, the license plate 12 is pro 
vided with a substantially continuous rib 50 adjacent the 
louter periphery of the plate 1‘2, which terminates in an 
outwardly extending continuous substantially ñat ñange 
52. When assembling the license plate 12 and frame 10 
one end portion of the plate 112 is inserted beneath one 
of the clips 22 in the space between the bottom edges of 
the arms 4G and 42 and the border 14. The bottom 
edges of the resilient arms 4t) and 42 of the one clip 22 
engage the rib 50. Thereafter, the resilient arms 46 and 
42 of the other clip 22 are bent outwardly toward the 
corresponding end portion of the flange 18 so as to permit 
the other end portion of the plate 12 to engage the border 
v14. Thereafter, the resilient arms 46 and 42 of the other 
spring clip 22 are released, with the lower edges thereof 
engaging the corresponding rib Si) provided on the plate 
12. As a result thereof the arms 4t) and 42 of the two 
clips 22 engage the plate 12 and help to prevent substantial 
Vmovement between the plate 12 and the frame :10. 
The frame of the present invention may be used with 

any license plate due primarily to the fact that the spring 
clips 22 have the requisite resiliency and are mounted 
for slight rotational movement so as to adjust to license 
plates of different speciñcati‘ons. 
The drawing and the foregoing specification constitute 

a description of the improved license plate frame in such 
full, clear, concise and exact terms as to enable any per 
son skilled in the 'art to practice the invention, the scope 
of which is indicated by the appended claim. 
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What is claimed as my invention is: 
In combination a frame for a license plate comprising 

a substantially rectangular border portion defining a rec 
tangular opening in the frame, said border portion having 
a rearwardly extending continuous perpendicular flange 
formed integral therewith, and a spring clip connected 
to the ñange at each of opposite parallel portions of said 
ñange, each clip having a base portion and oppositely 
extending untwisted arm portions, said base portion abut 
ting said flange in face to face relation, the edge of said 
base and said arm portions adjacent said border portion 
being slightly spaced from said border portion, a single 
pin extending through each base portion and said flange 
to form a pivotal connection therebetween, said spacing 
of said clip Iand said border portion permitting limited 
pivotal movement of said clip, said arm portions receiving 
the ends of the license plate and being curved toward and 
beyond the edges of said opening, said clip being of sub 
stantially less vwidth between said base portion and each 
-arm portion to provide for increased resilience of said clip 
adjacent said base. 
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