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The instant invention is generally concerned with food 
warmers, and more particularly relates to a roll or biscuit 
warmer wherein the rolls can be selectively withdrawn, 
in substantially predetermined portions, while still main 
taining the remaining rolls within the sealed warmer. 

In addition, it is a signi?cant object of the instant 
invention to provide a roll Warmer wherein speci?c provi 
sion is made so as to avoid any crushing of the rolls as 
they are being dispensed or removed. 

Further, it is a signi?cant object of the instant inven‘ 
tion to provide a food warmer capable of storing and 
warming a substantial amount of rolls with the rolls, im 
mediately prior to being removed, being subjected to the 
greatest amount of heat. 

Also, it is an object of the instant invention to provide 
a food warmer wherein the internal construction is such 
so as to automatically position the rolls for dispensing 
through a sliding drawer. 

Likewise, an important object of the instant invention 
is to provide a warmer incorporating two compartments 
for the storage and dispensing of different types of rolls. 

Furthermore, it is considered a signi?cant object of 
the instant invention to provide means whereby the num~ 
ber of rolls dispensed can be varied. 

Basically, the warmer of the instant invention consists 
of a dual compartment closed container, each compart 
ment having an enlarged lid closed upper end providing 
access to an upper storage chamber. This chamber con 
tains downwardly and inwardly inclined peripheral direct 
ing walls so as to in effect funnel the rolls downwardly 
onto a sliding platform which is in turn releasably con 
nected to a drawer within the lower part of the com 
partment. As the drawer is opened, or slid from the 
compartment, the platform is simultaneously drawn along 
with it so as to move a predetermined amount of rolls 
into a separation area, with these particular rolls subse 
quently being dropped into the subjacent drawer as the 
drawer is returned into the compartment. Upon again 
opening the drawer, the rolls therein are moved outward 
of the Warmer for removal therefrom while a subsequent 
number of rolls are introduced into the separation section. 
The drawer itself is releasably engaged with the platform 
so as to prevent any crushing of the rolls should a jam 
ming of the platform occur as shall be discussed in more 
detail presently. Finally, any suitable heating element 
is to be located preferably immediately above the bottom 
wall of the container so as to provide the desired heat 
ing of the rolls. 
These together with other objects and advantages which 

will_become subsequently apparent reside in the details 
of construction and operation as more fully hereinafter 
described and claimed, reference being had to the accom 
panying drawings forming a part hereof, wherein like 
numerals refer to like parts throughout, and in which: 
FIGURE 1 is a perspective view of the food warmer 

comprising the instant invention; 
FIGURE 2 is a transverse cross-sectional view through 

the warmer illustrating the dual compartments; 
FIGURES 3, 4 and 5 are enlarged partial cross 

sectional views through the food warmer taken substan 
tially on line 3—-3 in FIGURE 2 and illustrating various 
steps in the selective dispensing of the rolls; 
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FIGURE 6 is a perspective view of the drawer of the 

warmer; and 
FIGURE 7 is a perspective view of the sliding tray 

portion of the warmer. 
Referring now more speci?cally to the drawings, refer 

ence numeral 10 is used to generally designate the food 
warmer of the instant invention, this food warmer being 
equally adaptable for many types of food, notwithstand 
ing the fact that it has been speci?cally illustrated as con 
taining rolls or heated buns. 
The warmer itself includes a bottom 12, top 14, side 

walls 16, a back wall 18, a front wall 20, and an internal 
divider wall 22 extending centrally from front to rear 
so as to de?ne dual compartments 24. The front wall 
2%, as will be appreciated from FIGURE 1, includes 
a window 26 in the upper portion thereof so as to allow 
a viewing of the interior of both compartments 24. The 
top 14 consists of a pair of lids 28 hinged together over 
the divider wall 22 and selectively covering the two 
compartments 24. Each lid 28 includes a depending 
?ange 30 on the three free edges thereof which seat on 
shoulders 32 about the upper ends of the Walls 16, 18 
and 20 so as to provide a sealed closure. 
The actual dispensing of the rolls 34 from each com 

partment 24 is through the lower portion of the front 
wall 20 below the window 26 by means of a sliding drawer 
36, and a tray 38 selectively engaged with and movable 
with the drawer 36. The drawer 36, preferably rectan 
gular in shape, is of a depth from front to rear equal to 
approximately one-half the depth of the corresponding 
compartment 24 and includes a forwardly projecting 
handle 40 which can be grasped when it is desired to 
pull the drawer outward. The tray 38, associated with 
each drawer 36 and slightly deeper than the drawer, 
includes a ?at perforated table-like portion 42 which 
overlays the back wall 44 of the drawer. In addition, 
the tray 38 has a full width depending forward ?ange 46 
resting on the bottom 48 of the drawer 36, and a de 
pending rear ?ange 50 resting on the ?oor 52 of the 
compartment 24 rearward of the drawer rear wall 44, 
both of these depending ?anges 46 and 59 having the 
lower edges thereof curled so as to slide freely on their 
supporting surfaces. Fixed to the front face of the for 
ward ?ange adjacent the lower edge thereof, and project 
ing forwardly therefrom, is a magnetic element 56. This 
magnetic element '56 aligns with a similar magnetic ele 
ment 58 ?xed to a central point on the inner face of the 
drawer bottom 48 in alignment therewith, the magnetic 
attraction between the elements 56 and 58 being such 
so as to ?x the tray 38 to the drawer 36 for movement 
therewith under normal loading conditions as shall be 
described presently. 
As will be best appreciated from FIGURES 3 and 4, 

it is intended that only a substantially predetermined 
number of rolls 34 be dispensed at any one time with 
these rolls being dispensed while generally maintaining 
the sealed condition of the warmer 10. Accordingly, a 
separator member or plate 60 is mounted on the interior 
of the front wall 2% for vertical adjustment thereon. The 
plate 66 projects inwardly and downwardly above the 
drawer 36 and tray 33 and terminates in a rounded edge 
62 which acts so as to separate the rolls 34 as the 
drawer 36 and tray 38 are drawn forwardly. In addition, 
a ?ap 63 is pivoted to the inner edge 65 of the plate 
60 for movement from a vertical position, as indicated in 
FIGURE 3 and de?ned by a stop or abutment face 64, 
to the upwardly pivoted position of FIGURES 4 and 5. 
Thus, the plate 60 will ‘pivot upwardly so as to allow 
free movement of the rolls forwardly into the separating 
chamber 66 while restricting their return upon a closing 
of the drawer and tray unit. The vertically adjustable 
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nature of the plate 60 in each compartment 24 is effected 
by means of a pair of bolts 67, with mating nuts 68, 
extending through holes in the front wall portion of the 
compartment and through vertically elongated slots 69 
in an integral vertical ?ange 70 on the corresponding plate 
60. In this manner, when the plate 69 is to be vertically 
adjusted to accommodate a different size or quantity of 
rolls, the bolts 67 are loosened, the plate adjusted, and 
the bolts retightened. 
With continuing reference to FIGURES 3 and 4, it 

will be noted that as the drawer 33 is pulled outward 
through the handle 40 the tray 38 is drawn along there 
with, thus moving the rolls 34 resting on the forward 
portion of the tray tabletop 42 into selecting portion 66 
of the compartment below the plate 66, the rounded 
edge 62 and the inclined plate 69 acting so as to separate 
a predetermined amount of the rolls that are moving 
forward. When the drawer 36 has been opened, the 
rolls previously located therein are easily accessible 
through the open top with the next bunch of rolls to be 
dispensed being located within the selecting chamber 66 
adjacent the front wall 20. As the drawer 36, and con 
sequently the tray 38, is returned into the warmer 10, 
rearward movement of the rolls on the tray top 42 is 
prevented both by the ?ap 63 and by the manner in 
which the upper rolls will normally slide or funnel 
down the inclined surfaces of the separator member 69 
and the additional inclined plates 72 ?xed to the side 
and rear walls of each compartment. It will be recog 
nized from the drawings that the plates 72 terminate just 
above the tray top 42. Upon a return of the drawer 36 
and tray 38, the selected rolls are allowed to drop into 
the forward portion of the drawer 36 forward of the 
depending front ?ange ~46 of the tray 38 as seen in 
FIGURE 3, thus providing another supply of rolls for 
dispensing upon an opening of the drawer 36. 
The aforementioned selectively disengageable magnetic 

engagement between the drawer 36 and tray 38 is of 
particular signi?cance in ensuring a proper dispensing of 
the rolls 34, notwithstanding a tendency for the rolls 34 
to jam due to both variations in the actual sizes of the 
rolls and the free manner in which they are maintained 
within the upper portion of the compartment 64. This 
operation will be best appreciated from FIGURE 5 where 
in it will be noted that one roll 34' has been illustrated 
as being jammed between the front wall 24) and the 
front edge of the tray 38. However, when this occurs the 
slight increase in the pull necessary to continue the out 
ward movement of the drawer 36 results in an immediate 
severing of the magnetic connection between the elements 
56 and 58 prior to any serious crushing of the roll 34-’. 
After the rolls have been removed from the extended 
drawer under the conditions illustrated in FIGURE 5, 
a return of this drawer 36 into the warmer will result 
in an automatic engagement between the elements 56 and 
58 and a continuing operation of the dispensing of the 
rolls as described supra. 
The actual heating of the rolls is preferably achieved 

through the provision of any suitable electric heating 
element 74 within the warmer 10 between the bottom 
12 and the ?oor 52, suitable insulation 76 of course also 
being provided as needed. As noted supra, in order to 
ensure a proper heating of the rolls 34, the table portion 
42 of the tray 33 can have a plurality of heat-passing 
perforations therein as desired. By locating the heating 
element 74 within the bottom of the warmer 10, it will 
be appreciated that those rolls 34 to be immediately 
dispensed receive the greatest amount of heat immediately 
prior to being dispensed, particularly those rolls resting 
directly within the drawer 36. The heating element '74 
will of course incorporate a suitable electrical wire or 
conductor (not illustrated), as well. as an externally 
mounted suitable combination switch and control. 
From the foregoing, it will be appreciated that a novel 

food warmer has been described, this food warmer in 
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corporating unique means for the selective dispensing 
of a substantially predtermined number of rolls from 
either of two compartments while maintaining the gen 
erally sealed nature of the warmer so as to prevent the 
escape of the warm air. In addition, the warmer of 
the instant invention, as detailed supra, also provides for 
a dispensing of the rolls in a manner so as to avoid any 
danger of the rolls being crushed or the dispensing drawer 
jamming thereby achieving a high degree of efficiency. 
The foregoing is considered as illustrative only of the 

principles of the invention. Further, since numerous 
modi?cations and changes will readily occur to those 
skilled in the art, it is not desired to limit the invention to 
the exact construction and operation shown and described, 
and accordingly all suitable modi?cations and equivalents 
may be resorted to, falling within the scope of the in 
vention as claimed. 
What is claimed as new is as follows: 
'1. In a food warmer, a peripheral wall de?ning an 

enlarged interior compartment, drawer means slidably 
mounted ‘within the lower portion of said compartment 
and selectively movable outward therefrom through a 
portion of said peripheral wall, means operably asso 
ciated with said drawer means for introducing a sub 
stantially predetermined amount of food into said drawer 
means in response to an extension and subsequent retrac 
tion of said drawer means relative to said compartment, 
said drawer means including an open top communicating 
with the interior of said compartment, said means oper 
atively associated with said drawer means including a tray 
overlying the inner portion of said drawer means, said 
tray being exposed to the interior of said compartment 

T and constituting in effect a movable support for the con 
tained food whereby a forward movement of the tray, in 
response to a movement of the drawer means, results in 
a forward movement of the food supported thereon, and 
selectively severable means releasably engaging the tray 

'- with the drawer means for an independent outward move 
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ment of the drawer means upon the encountering of a 
resistance to an outward movement of the tray greater 
than a predetermined resistance. 

2. A food warmer comprising an enlarged internal 
chamber, said chamber including an enlarged drawer 
selectively movable into and out of the lower portion 
thereof, said drawer having an open top communicating 
with the interior of said chamber, a ?at tray overlying 
the rear portion of said drawer, means selectively ?xing 
said tray to said drawer for movement therewith, said 
means being selectively severable upon the encountering 
of a predetermined resistance to movement of said tray 
with said drawer, and separating means projecting in 
wardly of said chamber in spaced relation over the for 
ward portion of said drawer so as to define a segregated 
section within said chamber to which food contained 
within said chamber can only be introduced by being 
carried on said tray moving in conjunction with said 
drawer. 

3. A food warmer comprising an enlarged internal 
chamber, divider means dividing said chamber into two 
compartments, heating means for heating the contents of 
said chamber, each compartment including an enlarged 
drawer selectively movable into and out of the lower 
portion thereof, said drawer having an open top com~ 
mnnicating with the interior of said compartment, a ?at 
tray overlying the rear portion of said drawer, said tray 
projecting rearwardly beyond the rear of said drawer, 
reans selectively ?xing said tray to said drawer for move 
ment therewith, said means being selectively severable 
upon the encountering of a predetermined resistance to 
movement of said tray with said drawer, and separating 
means projecting inwardly of said compartment in spaced 
relation over the forward portion of said drawer so as 
to de?ne a segregated section within said compartment 
into which food contained within said compartment can 
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only be introduced by being carried forward on said tray 
moving in conjunction with said drawer. 

4. A food warmer including a top, a bottom and 
peripheral walls de?ning an enlarged interior compart 
ment, means for providing access into the upper portion 
of said compartment, a drawer slidably mounted within 
the lower portion of said compartment and selectively 
movable outward therefrom through a portion of said 
peripheral walls, means operably associated with said 
drawer for introducing a substantially predetermined 
amount of food into said drawer in response to an exten 
sion and subsequent retraction of said drawer relative to 
said compartment, said drawer including an open top 
communicating Wit-h the interior of said compartment, 
said means operatively associated with said drawer in 
cluding a tray overlying the inner portion of said drawer 
and projecting inwardly therefrom, means ?xing said 
tray to said drawer for movement therewith, said tray 
being exposed to the interior of said compartment and 
constituting in effect a movable support for the contained 
food whereby a forward movement of the tray, in re 
sponse to a movement of the drawer, results in a forward 
movement of the food supported thereon, and a separat~ 
ing member projecting inwardly of said Warmer in spaced 
relation over the forward portion of said drawer and 
providing, in conjunction with said drawer, a chamber 
of a size capable of accommodating only a substantially 
predetermined amount of food, said tray, upon the for 
ward movement thereof, introducing food into said cham 
ber for subsequent depositing into said drawer upon a 
retraction of said drawer into said compartment below 
said section, the means engaging the tray with the drawer 
being selectively severable upon the encountering of a 
resistance to an outward movement of the tray greater 
than a predetermined resistance. 

5. The food warmer of claim 4 wherein said means 
engaging the tray with the drawer comprises a pair of 
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mutually attractable magnetic elements, one mounted on 
the tray and one mounted on the drawer. 

6. The food warmer of claim 4 including a heating 
element incorporated into the bottom thereof for heating 
the contents of the compartment, said tray including a 
plurality of perforations therein so as to allow for the 
passage of the heat therethrough. 

7. The warmer of claim 6 wherein said compartment 
includes a plurality of inclined internal surfaces extend 
ing inwardly and downwardly from the walls thereof so 
as to centrally direct the food therein toward the tray. 

8. The warmer of claim 7 including ?ap means mount 
ed on and depending from the inner end of said separat 
ing member for retaining food within said chamber upon 
a retraction of the drawer and tray, said ?ap means hav 
ing a normal vertical orientation and pivoting upwardly 
toward the portion of the Walls receiving the drawer upon 
an introduction of food into said chamber through an 
extension of said drawer and tray. 

9. The warmer of claim 8 including means mounting 
said separating member for vertical adjustment so as to 
vary the size of the food receiving chamber. 
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