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The present invention generally relates to ceramic 
wall construction and more particularly to a multipur 
pose tile trim element capable of being selectively posi 
tioned to provide a ?nished edge of different appearances 
for various installations, such as wainscots, drainboards, 
counters, window sills, and the like. 

Prior proposed trim shapes, caps, or elements have 
had various shapes and con?gurations, such ‘as a gen 
erally quarter round section, a bull-nosed section and 
other sections which provided desired ?nished edges but 
were characterized ‘by being limited to a ?nished edge 
having one and the same appearance. In general, such 
prior proposed trim elements were designed to ‘be in— 
stalled in one position with respect to an edge row of 
adjacent tile. While a trim cap of quarter round section 
could be installed on a Wainscot or a drainboard, the 
?nished edge was always limited to the same style and 
appearance in each such installation. Moreover, only 
a single arrangement of the prior ‘proposed trim caps or 
elements was available to the installer or architect. 
The present invention contemplates a novel ceramic 

trim element of a particular designed cross-section and 
shape which enables the trim element to be utilized to 
provide a ?nished edge construction at the edge row of 
an assembly of ceramic tile ‘arranged in a selected pat 
tern on a supporting surface, such as a wall, counter, 
table, window sill, or the like. The tile trim element of 
the present invention is so designed as to be capable of 
being positioned in various ways with respect to such an 
edge row of tile and its supporting surface in order to 
provide a ‘desired ?nished edge construction for the tile 
assembly. One of the important features of the present 
invention is the combination of the tile trim element with 
a Wainscot or the like so that the trim velement can be 
adjusted to different heights relative to the top edge row 
of tile to meet different job conditions which might occur, 
such as providing a suitable joint line with a wallpaper 
type surfacing, a paint line, or to cover a change in the 
supporting wall surface as from cement plaster to gypsum 
plaster. In such instance, the tile trim element of this 
invention may be 1bonded to the outer surface of the 
adjacent edge row of tile ‘by suitable bonding means. 
To provide further ?exibility in the use of the tile trim 
element of this invention, the outer surfaces and the 
edge faces of the trim element are glazed so that the 
?nished appearance is provided regardless of the manner 
in which the trim element is used. 
The present invention also contemplates a novel tile 

trim element capable of use on a counter or drainboard 
to provide a ?ush top edge surface, if desired, or to pro 
provide a top edge surface with a lip or rise at the ?n 
ished edge. 
The primary object of the present invention, therefore, 

is to disclose and provide a tile trim element which ob~ 
‘ viates many of the disadvantages of prior proposed tile 
trim caps, shapes or elements and which includes a novel 
construction and shape adapting the trim element for 
use in a variety of installations and for providing different 
design appearances as selected 'for such installations. 
An object of the invention is to disclose and provide 

a tile trim element having a shape and design which per 
rnits the trim element to be used with conventionally 
installed tile, tile installed vby the several so-called “thin 
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my set methods, and tile installed with adhesive or bonding 
means directly over a wood surface. 

Another object of the invention is to disclose andpro 
vide a ceramic tile trim element capable of use to pro 
vide a ?nished edge in a wide variety of installation con 
ditions. 
A further object of the invention is to disclose and 

provide a tile trim element of generally L-shape and hav 
ing glazed surfaces on outer faces of the trim element and 
on two parallel edge faces of the tile element. 

Various other objects and advantages of the present 
invention will \be readily apparent from the following 
description of the drawings which illustrate an exem 
plary embodiment of the invention. 

In the drawings: 
FIG. 1 is a fragmentary elevational view of a ceramic 

wall construction embodying the present invention. 
FIG. 2 is a fragmentary section taken in the plane in 

dicated ‘by line 11-11 of FIG. 1. 
FIG. 3 is a front perspective view of a tile trim ele 

ment embodying this invention. _ 
FIG. 4 is a back perspective view of the trim element 

shown in FIG. 3. 
FIG. 5 is a sectional view taken in a plane similar to 

that of FIG. 2 illustrating a modi?ed installation em 
ploying the novel tile trim element. 

FIG. 6 is a vertical sectional view of the edge portion 
of a counter or drainboard illustrating another installa~ 
tion of my novel tile trim element. 

FIG. 7 is a further modi?ed installation of a counter 
or drainboard employing said tile trim element. 

PEG. 8 is a fragmentary vertical section view through 
a window sill construction illustrating a different installa 
tion of said trim element. 

FIG. 9 is ‘an exploded perspective view illustrating a 
corner construction embodying said novel trim element. 

In FIG. 1, a ceramic wall construction embodying the 
present invention is fragmentarily shown and is generally 
indicated at 10. The wall construction 10 comprises a 
planar wall support surface 11 upon which are assem 
bled in a selected pattern a plurality of ceramic tile ele 
ments 12. Such tile elements 12 may he square or rec 
tangular and may be laid in horizontal rows or courses 
with uniform joint lines in accordance with well-known 
practice. The top row 14 of tile 12 has a top edge margin 
15 with which a plurality of ceramic tile trim elements 
16 may be suitably arranged. The tile trim elements 16 
provide a ?nished edge of the top of the assembly of 
tile 12. 

It will be understood that the planar support surface 
‘ 11 may include a vertical wall surface or a horizontal 
surface. The support surface 11 may be formed on a 
wall of any desired construction such as a wall made of 
cementitious material, a plaster wall, a wood wall, or 
any other suitable construction material which will pro 
vide a planar surface upon which ceramic tile may be 
mounted. The ceramic tile 12 are bonded to support 
surface 11 by well-known bonding means, such as mortar 
of selected composition, or waterproof adhesives of well 
known manufacture. The joints between tile 12 may be 
?lled with joint cement in well-known manner. 
The tile trim elements 16 may be made of well-known 

ceramic compositions which may be the same as that 
of tile 12. Trim elements 16 may have any selected 
length. In this example, the length of trim elements 16 
correspond to the dimensions of the square tile 12' and 
may be arranged with trim element joint lines offset 
from the vertical joint lines of the tile 12. 
Each tile trim element 16 comprises a ceramic body 

member including a main body portion 18 of uniform 
width. The main body portion 13 is integral with a 
leg portion 19 disposed normal or perpendicular to the 
main body portion 18 so that said trim element is gen 
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erally L-shaped in cross-section. The main body por 
tion has a section relatively thick as compared to the 
standard thickness of tile 12. Longitudinal edge face 
20 is formed on a reduced longitudinal edge section 22 
which merges with a tapered section 21. The tapered 
and reduced edge sections 21, 22 provide a longitudinally 
extending front surface recess 23 which is continuous 
with the front surface 24 of the main body portion. 
Leg portion 19 has a tapered reduced section 26 which 

terminates in an edge face 27 spaced at distance D from 
the back surface 28 of the main body portion slightly 
greater than the thickness of a tile 12. The distance D 
is su?icient so that a desired thickness of tile bonding 
material may be interposed between surface 11 and the 
back face 28 of tile 12 and also between the front face 
of tile 12 and the back face 28 of the main body portion. 
The outer face 30 of the leg portion 19 may be formed 

at approximately right angles to the outer face 24 of 
the main body portion. To provide versatility in in 
stallation of trim element 16, the outer surfaces 24 and 
30 are glazed and edge faces 20 and 27 of the main 
body portion and leg portion, respectively, are glazed, 
Thus, as later shown and described, a glazed, ?nished 
surface is presented in each of several types of installa 
tions. 
The back surface 28 of the main body portion is 

'parallel to front surface 24 and may be provided with 
a plurality of longitudinally extending ribs 32 de?ning 
grooves therebetween to facilitate retention of the trim 
element on a surface to which it is bonded. While 
parallel longitudinally extending grooves are shown, it 
will be understood that various other con?gurations may 
be used for this purpose. The back surface 28 termi 
nates at a back longitudinally extending recess 33 pro 
viding a back rabbetted edge adjacent edge face 20. 
The back recess 33 is formed during a pressing opera 
tion, edge section 34 being compacted to provide greater 
density of material than the remainder of the body por 
tion 18 so that edge section 34 will develop and have a 
greater resistance to chipping or breaking after the pressed 
or molded trim element is ?red. The thickness of edge 
section 22 indicated by T is approximately that of the 
thickness of a tile 12. 
The leg portion 19 has a sloping back face 36 which 

has a selected angle to the plane of edge face 27 so as 
to facilitate withdrawal of the trim element from the 
pressure mold. 

While the exemplary embodiment of this invention is 
illustrated as having relatively sharp edge corners be 
tween the edge faces 20 and 27 and the adjacent surfaces 
23 and 39, it will be understood that such edge corners 
of the trim element may be slightly beveled or curved 
in accordance with the well-known “cushion edge” con 
?guration. 

To illustrate the ?exibility and versatility of trim , 
element 16, reference is again made to FIG. 2 wherein 
trim element 16 is arranged with respect to a top row 
of tile 14 which have been bonded and secured to support 
surface 11 by suitable bonding material indicated at 38. 
The top edge margin 15 of tile 12 provides a supporting 
surface for the back face 28 of trim element 16. Be 
tween the surface of margin 15 and back face 28 suitable 
water-proof adhesive material such as epoxy adhesives 
may be used to secure trim element 16 to tile 12. The 
bonding material 38 may extend into the space between 
the top edge of tile 12 and the back sloping face 36 
of leg portion 19. It will be apparent that, depending 
upon the condition of the support surface 11 above the 
top edge of tile 12 and the space requirements thereabove, 
trim element 16 may be adjusted vertically with respect 
to the top row 14 of tile 12 so as to locate the ?nished 
edge of the wainscot at a desirable selected height. Edge 
face 27 of leg portion 19 seats against support surface 
11 in spaced relation to the top edge face of tile 12. 
Since downwardly directed edge face 20 is glazed and 
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trim element 16 is provided with a front surface recess 
23, it will be apparent that an attractive ?nished edge 
may be provided for a tile wainscot while providing a 
?nished joint line with the support surface 11. If de 
sired the space between leg portion 19 and the top edge 
face of tile 12 may be ?lled with the bonding material 38. 

In FIG. 5 a slightly di?erent installation of a trim 
element 16 on a tile wainscot is shown. In FIG. 5 wall 
construction 40 is somewhat different than that shown 
in FIGS. 1 and 2 and may include a stud and plastered 
wall structure wherein a bed of relatively thick cemen 
titious setting mortar 41 is supported from the stud by 
metal lath 42 and above such mortar setting bed may 
be provided a well-known gypsum plaster and lath board 
construction 43. In this example, a top row of tile 12 
bonded by bonding material 38 to the mortar bed is 
located with its top edge spaced from the bottom edge 
of the plaster wall a distance less than the Width of trim 
element 16. Trim element 16 may be bonded to the 
mortar setting bed by bonding material 38 and posi 
tioned so that edge face 20 of trim element 16 provides 
a ?ush joint with the top tile 12. The front surface 
recess 23 lies in the same plane as the front face of tile 
12 and main body portion 16 with its front face 24 pro 
vides a slight rise or lip which ?nishes the top edge of 
the ceramic wainscot wall construction. Leg portion 19 
of trim element 16 bears against front face 44 of the 
plaster Wall and the location of the area of contact of 
edge face 27 with surface 44 need not be precisely de 
termined. In other words, the location of the top edges 
of the top row of tile 12 with respect to the top edge 
of the mortar setting bed 41 need not be held to precise 
preset tolerances since the width of the main body por 
tion 18 permits su?icient vertical tolerance so that the 
trim element 16 may be readily installed. 

In FIG. 6 trim element 16 is installed to provide a 
front edge or lip on a counter or drainboard. In this 
example, counter surface 59 supports tile 12 in a hori 
zontal plane and suitable bonding material 38 may be 
applied to the counter top for securing tile 12. At the 
vedge of the counter frame 51 trim element 16 may be 
installed in a manner similar to that in FIG. 5 wherein 
edge face 20 opposes edge face of the adjacent tile 12 
and the front surface recess 23 lies in the same horizontal 
plane as the top face of tile 12. In this installation leg 
portion 19 depends over the edge of the frame 51 and 
the bottom edge face 27 provides a glazed ?nished 
undersurface to the edge trim element. Bonding ma 
terial 38 may be inserted between the back sloping face 
36 and the front face of the frame 51. Thus, the main 
portion 18 provides, through front recess 23, a slight 
rise at the edge of the counter to retain liquids and the 
like from dripping or washing over the edge of the 
counter. 
FIG. 7 illustrates a different type of counter installa 

tion wherein the top face of tile 12 lies flush with the 
outer surface 30 of trim element 16. In this example, leg 
portion 19 is directed toward the edge face of adjacent 
tile 12 and suitable bonding material 38 may be provided 
between the back surfaces of the main portion 18 and leg 
portion 19 and the adjacent surfaces of the counter frame 
means 61. Main body portion 18 is vertically disposed 
and extends downwardly along the top front edge face 
of counter frame means 61. Again, the front surface 
recess 23 provides an attractive ?nished edge trim appear 
ance for such a counter. 

In FIG. 8 application of a trim element 16 to a window 
sill construction is shown. In this example, an exemplary 
window sill generally indicated at 70 may be of well— 
known wood framing construction with an inner sill mem 
ber 71 providing a slight shoulder 72 at the top of the sill 
surface and adjacent the bottom rail 73 of a window 
sash. The inner sill member '71 may cap a plaster wall 
construction 74. Trim element 16 may be secured to 
support surface 75 by suitable bonding material as 38 
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described heretofore and main body portion 18 of element 
16 may be disposed so that front surface recess 23 is 
adjacent the sash rail 73. The glazed edge face 20 may 
lie in the same plane as shoulder 72 and presents a 
?nished edge to the exterior of the window. Leg portion 
19 depends over the corner of the sill member 71 and 
may form a joint line with a tile member 76 secured by 
suitable means such as epoxy adhesives to the ‘outer sup 
port surface 77 of the plaster wall 74 and the portion of 
the sill member 71. Thus, trim element 16 provides a 
decorative ?nished interior sill surface in a simple and 
effective manner. 

In FIG. 9 is schematically illustrated an arrangement 
for forming an exterior corner of a counter installation. 
Tile trim elements 16 forming the ?nished trim edge of a 
counter or drainboard as shown in FIG. 7 may be joined 
at an exterior corner by a trim segment 80 of quarter 
section and having a cross-sectional con?guration similar 
to the cross-sectional con?guration of trim element 16. 
Segment 80 includes a main portion 18’, a leg portion 
19', a front surface recess 23' and glazed edge faces and 
outer surfaces 20’, 24', 30' and 27’. Thus, segment 80' 
provides a corner member which extends and carries out 
the appearance of the tile trim elements 16. An annular 
segment 81 may be employed to cover the vertical corner 
of vertical Walls in the event they are covered by an as 
sembly of tile. 

It will thus be readily apparent that tile trim element 
16 has a novel con?guration which is adaptable to many 
different installations. In certain ceramic wall construc 
tions trim element 16 may be readily positionable and 
adjustable to facilitate installation and location of a de~ 
sired ?nished edge for the Wall construction. 

It will be understood that various modi?cations and 
changes may be made in the ceramic wall construction 
and tile trim element described hereinabove which may 
come within the spirit of this invention, and all such 
changes and modi?cations coming within the scope of the 
appended claims are embraced thereby. 

6 
I claim: 
1. A ceramic trim element adapted for multi-purpose 

use in wall structures employing a plurality of ceramic 
tile assembled in a pattern, comprising: a ‘ceramic body 
member including: a main body portion of uniform width 
having a front glazed surface, a glazed edge face, and a 
back .unglazed surface; said main body portion having ad 
jacent said glazed edge face a longitudinal edge section of 
reduced thickness providing a longitudinally extending 
front surface recess; and a leg portion projecting from the 
back surface of the main body portion at the edge oppo 

. site the reduced edge section and generally normal there 
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to, said leg portion having uniform width for the length 
of the main body portion and having an outer glazed 
surface merging with the outer glazed surface of the main 
body portion, a glazed edge face and a sloping unglazed 
back face merging with the back unglazed surface of the 
main body portion. ‘ 
_ 2. A ceramic trim element as stated in claim 1 wherein 
said longitudinal edge section of said main body portion 
includes a back edge recess adapted to ‘receive bonding 
cement. 

3. A ceramic trim element as stated in claim 1 wherein 
said reduced edge section includes an edge portion of a 
density greater than the density of the material of the 
main body portion for resisting chipping. 
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