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The present invention has for its object a carriage for 
the conveyance of goods in bulk chie?y intended for super 
markets and the like. 

It is a well~known fact that carriages are now in use 
for such a purpose, and which include a basket tapering 
forwardly so as to have a trapezoidal shape in a plan 
view, while their rear wall is movable so as to allow the 
carriages to be ?tted partly within one another, with a 
view to reducing their bulk when not in use. 

However, carriages of such types show various draw 
backs. For example, by reason of the necessity of not 
substantially reducing the capacity of the baskets, the 
tapering of the latter cannot be very great. On the other 
hand, such a tapering should be substantial so as to allow 
the frames carrying said baskets to be brought closer to 
gether when the baskets are interengaged in their inop 
erative condition. 

In practice, such carriages, even when interengaged, re 
quire a large space for their storing, which leads to further 
drawbacks. 
The carriage according to the present invention elimi 

nates these and further drawbacks, and is of a practical 
and unique structure while being simple and, consequent 
ly, economical. It has several advantageous features and 
forms an actual technical improvement over the carriages 
used hitherto. 
The basket of the improved carriage of the present in 

vention has a horizontal cross-section in the shape of a 
rectangle, and a vertical cross~section substantially in the 
shape of a trapezoid having a right-angled side. Further 
the basket of the present invention may be collapsed be 
tween the two sin-gle uprights of the carriage ?tted respec 
tively on each longitudinal side of the basket which is 
pivotally secured to said uprights. 
The carriage according to the invention will now be 

described by way of exempli?cation, reference being made 
to the accompanying drawings wherein: 

FIG. 1 illustrates diagrammaticaly a carriage according 
to the invention in elevational side view ready for use, 
the basket being substantially horizontal. 

FIG. 2 illustrates the same carriage in elevational view 
as seen from the rear end facing away from the person 
wheeling the carriage. 

FIG. 3 is a plan view of the carriage illustrated in FIGS. 
1 and 2. 
FIG. 4 illustrates in solid lines a carriage according to 

the invention as seen in lateral elevational view in its 
collapsed position with the basket in a sloping position, 
the adjacent carn'a?e being also illustrated in its collapsed 
position in interrupted lines as engaging the ?rst-mentioned 
carriage. 

FIG. 5 shows, on a larger scale, the detail of the pivotal 
connection, in an adjusted position, between the protect 
ing bar forming part of the driving handle and one of the 
uprights. 

FIG. 6 is a cross-section through line VI——VI of FIG. 5. 
Turning to the above described ?gures, the carriage 

according to the invention includes chie?y a supporting 
frame A, a basket B, a seat for small children C and 
possibly an auxiliary basket D. 
The main frame A includes, according to the invention, 

the actual body 1 constituted by a cross-member 2 and 
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two parallel depending sections 3 which are advantageous 
ly hollow throughout the major part of their length and 
slope clearly upwardly from the horizontal. The cross 
member 2 is rigid with a yoke 4. Said sections 3 and 
yoke 4 are provided with caster wheels 5. Each of the 
hollow sections 3 carry an upright 6 having a channelled 
cross-section and projecting above the corresponding sec 
tion 3 by an adjustable distance. Each upright 6 is re 
movably secured to its section 3 by means of screws 3', 
bolts, winged nuts or the like. This allows the raising and 
lowering of the basket B to bring it into alignment with 
the cashier’s desk, for example. The basket B is, further 
more, pivotally secured between the upper ends 7 and the 
uprights 6. 
The basket B according to the invention has, in contra 

distinction with the usual baskets, a rectangular cross 
section when seen in plan view. It includes a bottom 8, 
longitudinal outwardly ?aring walls 9 and transverse walls 
10 and 11, wall 10 ?aring outwardly to a considerable ex 
tent, while wall 11 ?ares only slightly. This shape allows 
a substantial increase in capacity. To the ends of the 
upper edge 12 of the wall 10 is pivotally secured a yoke 
shaped handle 13 which extends up to the other side of the 
carriage. Said handle does not only form the means 
through which the carriage is controlled by the person 
using it for pushing or pulling the carriage, and for giving 
a slope to the basket by urging it upwardly; but, further 
more, it forms, according to the invention, a protection 
since it de?nes the maximum bulk of the carriage in use. 
The basket B is pivotally secured to the frame A solely 
at the upper ends 6' of the uprights 6. The handle 13 
carries a seat C for a small child, which seat, according to 
the invention, lies outside the basket B without conse 
quently reducing the volume of the latter. When the 
basket B is in a substantially horizontal position, the 
handle 13 rests on stops 14 slidingly engaging the uprights 
6 and removably secured thereto, for example, by means 
of screws 15 with heads having a six-sided recess, whereby 
it is possible to obtain such a horizontal position. Each 
lateral arm 17 of the handle 13 is provided, for this pur 
pose, with a stud 18 welded to said arm and projecting 
through the channel provided in the upright 6 to form a 
small block 19 sliding inside said upright 6 and bearing, 
for said horizontal position of use of the basket, on the 
corresponding stop 14. 

In order to allow the carriages to be brought into con 
tact with each other within a maximum space when they 
are not in use, the basket B is caused to turn around the 
pivots 6’ in the direction of the arrow f2 under the action 
of the handle 13 actuated in the direction of the arrow f. 
The small blocks 19 then slide within the uprights 6 and 
move into proximity with the pivots 6'. The basket then 
assumes the sloping position illustrated in FIG. 4. It is 
obvious from examination of said ?gure, which shows a 
second carriage in interrupted lines, that any carriage ac 
cording to the invention may be brought into maximum 
interengagement with the adjacent carriages. In fact, this 
becomes possible by the slope given to the baskets, and 
by the particular ?aring shape given to them. In practice, 
the carriages engage one another completely and it may 
be considered that the minimum distance between the car 
riages is de?ned substantially by the bulk of the wheels 
5 and 5' carrying them. 

It is important to point out that, by reason of the posi 
tion of the pivots, it is not possible to make the basket 
assume a slope by acting directly on it, since such an op 
eration is possible only by raising the handle. 
The carriage may also be provided with ‘an auxiliary 

basket D located, according to the invention, in a position 
which is extremely convenient for the user since the 
auxiliary basket D is actually located on the side carrying 
the handle and consequently facing the user. 
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The carriage of the present invention has the following 
advantages: 
The basket being collapsible and having a highly ?aring 

shape, in contradistinction with conventional baskets, the 
use of the carriage of the present invention leads to a 
minimum jamming, 
The seat of the small child lying on the outside of the 

basket does not reduce the capacity of the latter, 
By reason of the ?aring shape of the basket, the possible 

line of impact with another oblect is constituted by the 
upper edge of the basket which is extremely resistant to 
shocks, 

It is possible to raise or to lower the basket so as to 
set it at a level with the cashier’s desk, or the like, 
The auxiliary basket provided, if required, at the bot 

tom of the carriage, is more readily accessible, since the 
goods may be introduced into it through the side facing 
the user instead of through the opposite side, 
The upper perimeter of the !basket is rectangular and of 

a somewhat considerable length when compared with the 
baskets of the conventional carriages, wherein said perim 
eter is reduced to a trapezoid with a very small minor 
base, which leads to ‘a very large capacity for an accumu 
lation of goods or the like piled up to above the actual 
edge of the basket, 
The uninterrupted tube forming, in succession, ‘a part 

of the edge of the basket, the movable arms and the 
handle projects beyond the remainder of the carriage, 
and, consequently, the user may readily enter the inter 
vals separating the carriages without heeding the space 
occupied by the wheels and the other lower parts of the 
carriage. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A carriage for conveying goods in bulk, chie?y in 

supermarkets, comprising a wheeled body,rtwo rearward 
ly sloping uprights secured to the body symmetrically of 
the axis of said body, an upwardly ?aring basket having a 
horizontal cross-section of a rectangular shape and a 
longitudinal vertical cross-section in the shape of a 
trapezoid, said basket having a normally vertical rear 
end and an upwardly sloping forward end, pivots connect 
ing points of the basket near the upper longer base of said 
trapezoid with the upper ends of the uprights and round 
which said basket is adapted to be angularly shifted be 
tween a substantially horizontal position and a downward 
ly directed collapsed position, and a yoke-shaped handle 
controlling the carriage and including two arms pivotally 
secured to the corresponding ends of the front transverse 
upper edge of the basket and extending as a guard out 
side the corresponding longitudinal sides of the basket 
‘and a rear section interconnecting said arms clearly to the 
rear of the basket and adapted to be operated by the user. 

2. A carriage for conveying goods in bulk, chie?y in 
supermarkets, comprising a wheeled body, two rearwardly 
sloping uprights secured to the body symmetrically of the 
axis of said body, an upwardly ?aring basket having a 
horizontal cross-section of a rectangular shape and a‘ 
longitudinal vertical cross-section in the shape of a 
trapezoid, said basket having a normally vertical rear 
end and an upwardly sloping forward end, pivots connect 
ing points of the basket near the upper longer base of said 
trapezoid with the upper ends of the uprights and round 
which said basket is adapted to be angularly shifted be 
tween a substantially horizontal position and a downward 
ly directed collapsed position, and a yoke-shaped handle 
controlling the carriage and including two arms pivotally 
secured to the corresponding ends of the front transverse 
upper edge of the basket and extending as a guard out 
side the corresponding longitudinal sides of the basket and 
a rear section interconnecting said arms chie?y to the rear 
of the basket and adapted to be operated by the user to 
move the carriage and to tilt the basket round its pivots 
out of its normal operative position into its collapsed posi 
tion for which the handle arms are substantially in regis 
try with the normally upper edge of the basket and with 
the uprights. 
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3. A carriage for conveying goods in bulk, chie?y in 
supermarkets, comprising a wheeled body, two rearward 
ly sloping uprights secured to the body symmetrically of 
the axis of said body, an upwardly ?aring ?basket having a 
horizontal cross-section of a rectangular shape and a 
longitudinal vertical cross-section in the shape of a 
trapezoid, said basket having a normally vertical rear end 
and an upwardly sloping forward end, pivots connecting 
points of the basket near the upper longer base of said 
trapezoid with the upper ends of the uprights and round 
which said basket is adapted to be ang-ularly shifted be 
tween a substantially horizontal position and a down 
wardly directed collapsed position, a yoke-shaped handle 
controlling the carriage ‘and including two arms pivotally 
secured to the corresponding ends of the front transverse 
upper edge of the basket and extending as a guard outside 
the corresponding longitudinal sides of the basket and a 
rear section interconnecting said arms clearly to the rear 
of the basket and adapted to be operated by the user to 
move the carriage and to tilt the basket round its pivots 
out of its normal operative position into its collapsed posi 
tion for which the handle arms are substantially in regis 
try with the normally upper edge of the basket and with 
the uprights and stops carried by the uprights vand stopping 
the downward movement of the handle arms in a position 
for which the basket has rocked back into its operative 
substantially horizontal position. 

4. A carriage for conveying goods in bulk chie?y in 
supermarkets, comprising a wheeled body, two rearward 
ly sloping uprights secured to the body symmetrically of 
the ‘axis of said body, an upwardly ?aring basket having a 
horizontal cross-section of a rectangular shape and a longi 
tudinal vertical cross-section in the shape of a trapezoid, 
said basket having a normally vertical rear end and an up 
wardly sloping forward end, pivots connecting points of 
the basket near the upper longer base of said trapezoid 
with the upper ends of the uprights and round which said 
basket is adapted to be angularly shifted between a sub 
stantially horizontal position and a downwardly directed 
collapsed position, a yoke shaped handle controlling the 
carriage and including two arms pivotally secured to the 
corresponding ends of the front transverse upper edge of 
the basket and extending as a guard outside the corre 
sponding longitudinal sides of the basket and a rear sec 
tion interconnecting said arms clearly to the rear of the 
basket and adapted to be operated %by the user to move the 
carriage and to tilt the basket round its pivots out of its 
normal operative position into its collapsed position for 
which the handle arms are substantially in registry with 
the normally upper edge of the basket and with the up 
rights and small blocks removably carried by the uprights 
and stopping the downward movement of the handle arms 
in a position for which the basket has rocked back into 
its operative substantially horizontal position. 

5. A carriage for conveying goods in bulk chie?y in 
supermarkets, comprising a wheeled body, two rearwardly 
sloping uprights secured to the body symmetrically of the 
axis of said body, an upwardly ?aring basket having a 
horizontal cross-section of a rectangular shape and a longi 
tudinal vertical cross-section in the shape of a trapezoid, 
said basket having a normally vertical rear end and an up 
wardly sloping forward end, pivots connecting points of 
the ‘basket near the upper longer base of said trapezoid 
with the upper ends of the uprights and round which said 
basket is adapted to be angularly shifted between a sub 
stantially horizontal position and a downwardly directed 
collapsed position, a yoke-shaped handle controlling the 
carriage and including two arms pivotally secured to the 
corresponding ends of the transverse front upper edge of 
the basket and extending as a guard outside the corre 
sponding longitudinal sides of the basket and a rear sec 
tion interconnecting said arms clearly to the rear of the 
basket and adapted to be operated by the user, small 
blocks secured to the uprights and further blocks each 
rigid with one arm of the handle and adapted when the 
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handle is raised through its rear section to slide along the 
corresponding upright between a lower position for which 
it rests on the small block secured to said upright and an 
upper position in the vicinity of the pivot connecting said 
upright with the basket while the handle arm moves the 
basket correspondingly between its horizontal operative 
position and its collapsed position. 

6. A carriage for conveying goods in bulk chie?y in 
supermarkets, comprising a wheeled body, two rearward 
ly sloping uprights secured to the body symmetrically of 
the axis of said body, an upwardly ?aring basket having a 
horizontal cross-section of a rectangular shape and a 
longitudinal vertical cross-section in the shape of a 
trapezoid, said basket having a normally vertical rear end 
and an upwardly sloping forward end, pivots connecting 
points of the basket near the ‘upper longer base of said 
trapezoid with the upper ends of the uprights and round 
which said basket is adapted to be angularly shifted be 
tween a substantially horizontal position and a downward 
ly directed collapsed position, a yoke-shaped handle con 
trolling the carriage and including two arms pivotally 
secured to the corresponding ends of the front transverse 
upper edge of the basket and extending as a guard out 
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side the corresponding longitudinal sides of the basket 
and a rear section interconnecting said arms clearly to the 
rear of the basket and adapted to be operated by the user 
and stops carried by the uprights and stopping the down 
ward movement of the handle arms in a position for 
which the basket has rocked back into its operative sub 
stantially horizontal position for which the arms of the 
handle are substantially at right angles with the uprights. 
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