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The present invention relates generally to a device for 
illuminating handbags, and more speci?cally to such a 
device which is substantially universally adaptable to a 
plurality of differently designed handbags and the like. 

Illuminating devices for handbags, and particularly 
for ladies’ handbags, have been proposed and devices for 
various speci?c designs, opening arrangements, and the 
like, however, these devices have not been readily and 
generally universally adaptable for use in connection with 
a variety of different handbag designs. Thus, the device 
may be readily installed in a given handbag or transferred 
from one to another without any signi?cant di?iculty. It 
is well known that the users of handbags are generally 
unfamiliar with mechanical and electrical arts, and hence 
the simplicity of the construction of the apparatus of the 
present invention and its ease of introduction or installa 
tion in a handbag is deemed a signi?cant advantage in 
the normal usage of the lighting appliance. 

Briefly, in accordance with the present invention, an 
illuminating device for a handbag is provided which in 
cludes a ?rst enclosure for housing a bulb or lamp means, 
a battery means, and a conductor linking the battery to 
the lamp means. A portion of the conductor extends out 
wardly from the enclosure and is broken by a normally 
closed switch means which is encapsulated within a sec 
ond enclosure, the second enclosure being adapted to be 
mounted on the surface of the frame opening members. 
Thus, when the bag is closed, the switch contacts will 
be actuated and maintained in open disposition. When 
the bag is opened, the switch contacts close, thereby pro 
viding electrical continuity between the battery and the 
lamp only when the handbag is open. Both of the en 
closures, that is, the ?rst enclosure which houses the 
lamp and the battery and the second enclosure which 
houses the switch, are provided with a ?lm or layer of 
pressure sensitive adhesive along one surface thereof. 
This permits the two enclosures to be readily mounted 
along the appropriate surfaces of the handbag, the ?rst 
enclosure being secured or mounted in the handbag per 
se, the second enclosure being mounted on the U-shaped 
frame members and adapted to be actuated by the open 
ing and closing thereof. 

Therefore, it is an object of the present invention to 
provide a substantially universally adaptable illuminating 
device for use in connection with a variety of designs and 
patterns of handbags. 

It is yet a further object of the present invention to 
provide an improved illuminating device for handbags 
and the like which includes a switch means which is 
readily mounted on the closure surface of a handbag and 
actuated upon the opening and closing thereof. 

It is yet a further object of the present invention 
to provide an improved generally adaptable means for 
mounting an illuminating device along the interior sur 
face of the covering material for a handbag. 

It is yet a further object of the present invention to 
provide an illuminating device for use in ladies’ handbags 
and having an extremely simple and accessible housing 
or enclosure which permits the ready replacement of 
components in the system. 

Other and further objects of the present invention will 
become apparent to those skilled in the art upon a study 
of the following speci?cation, appended claims, and ac 
companying drawing wherein: 

2,0 

25 

50 

60 

65 

70 

1 1 3,307,027 
Patented Feb. 28, 1967 

2 
FIGURE 1 is a perspective view of an opened lady’s 

handbag having the illuminating device of the present 
invention mounted in operative relationship therewith; 
FIGURE 2 is a fragmentary sectional view taken 

along the line and in the direction of the arrows 2-2 
of FIGURE 1; 
FIGURE 3 is a sectional view taken along the line and 

in the direction of the arrows 3—3 of FIGURE 2; 
FIGURE 4 is a detail sectional view taken along the 

line and in the direction of the arrows 4-4 of FIGURE 
2, and illustrating the normally closed switch mechanism 
utilized in connection with the apparatus of the present in 
vention; and 
FIGURE 5 is a detail sectional view of the device 

shown in FIGURE 4. 
In accordance with the preferred modi?cation of the 

present invention, the lady’s ‘handbag as shown in FIG 
URE 1 and being generally designated 10 is provided with 
an illuminating device generally designated 11. The de 
vice includes a ?rst enclosure 12 which provides a hous 
ing for the lamp means, the battery means and a portion 
of the conductor linking the battery to the lamp. The 
apparatus further includes a second enclosure or the 
like 13 which is utilized to encapsulate the switching 
mechanism utilized to control the flow of current between 
the battery and the lamp. It will be observed that the 
handbag 10 is of conventional design, and utilizes a 
pair of U-shaped hinged frame opening members 16 sup 
porting the bag covering 14 thereon. A conventional 
Clasp or the like 15 is utilized to maintain the frame open 
ing members in closed disposition. 
Turning now to FIGURE 2 of the drawing, the en 

closure 12 houses a battery 18 along with lamp 19, con 
ventional retaining means or the like being utilized to 
hold the battery 18 ‘and the lamp 19 in their respective 
positions within the enclosure 12. A base conductor 20, 
fabricated from beryllium copper or the like makes con 
tact with the base of the battery or cell 18, while a sec 
ond conductive member as at 21 makes contact with the 
other pole of the batter-y 18. The member 20 is held in re 
silient contact against the base tip 22 of the bulb 19, while 
the ring member 23 of the conductive rod 24 is utilized 
to make electrical contact with the threaded portion of the 
bulb 19, and to otherwise hold the bulb ?rmly in place. 
The conductive leads 25 and 26 extend between the 

conducting member 21 and the conducting rod 24, the free 
end portions of the conductors 25 and 26» being connected 
across the contacts of the normally closed switch 28 
Which is retained within the electrically insulating en 
closure 13. Switch 28 is provided with a pair of ?exible 
or resilient tines or ?ngers 29 and 30 which are arranged 
to make contact as at 31. The insulating spacer 32 sepa 
rates the individual tines or ?ngers 29 and 30 along a sub 
stantial portion of the extent thereof, contact being pos 
sible at the tip portion 31 of the time 30. Flexible mem 
ber 29 is arranged to be held against the tine 30 in nor 
mally closed disposition, however when a force is ap 
plied in the direction of the arrow 34, the individual tines 
or elongated blades are physically separated. A U shaped 
frame element 33 maintains the structure including the 
tines and the like in proper relative disposition. The 
leads 25 and 26 are attached as by soldering to the indi 
vidual blades of the switch as at 35 and 36. 
The encapsulating material of the enclosure 13 is shown 

at 37, and is resilient, deformable, and preferably rela 
tively thin in cross section. The enclosure has at least one 
substantially ?at major surface. One of the major sur 
faces is provided with an adhesive ?lm as at 39 in order 
to mount, secure, or otherwise hold the enclosure 13 in 
contact with the surface of the frame 16. For ease in 
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mounting the switch element, the adhesive 39 is prefer 
ably pressure sensitive. 

It will be appreciated that the enclosure 12 is prefer 
ably adapted for mounting along the inner surface of the 
handbag covering material 14, with an adhesive layer be 
ing disposed as at 40. This layer of adhesive is also pref 
erably pressure sensitive in order to accommodate the 
ready mounting of the lighting device or the transfer of 
the device from one handbag to another. 
The container 12 is preferably fabricated from a sub 

stantially transparent or translucent material such as 
molded plastic or the like. The cover member 41 is like 
wise transparent or translucent, is preferably ?exible, and 
is adapted to be secured to the back plate 42 of the en 
closure 12 by means of the adhesive layer 43. Accord 
ingly, adhesive layer 43 is preferably pressure sensitive in 
order that the various components in the encloure 12 
may be readily replaced when required. 

In actual use, the individual adhesive layers 39 and 
40 will be covered by a protective layer or the like until 
the apparatus is to be mounted in a handbag. The pro 
tective ?lms or layers may be removed, and the individual 
elements placed in proper relative disposition within the 
handbag enclosure. The switch member 28 held in en 
closure 13 is mounted along the surface of the frame 16 
and the unit is ready for operation. It will be appreciated 
that the device may be transferred from one handbag to 
another, by merely lifting and removing the unit from 
one handbag and installing it in another. ‘Because of the 
simplicity of the design, however, it may be desirable to 
maintain the unit in one handbag, and dispose of it when 
the handbag is no longer desired. 

It will be appreciated that the apparatus of the present 
invention is well adapted for use in connection with de 
vices other than ladies handbags and the like. Because 
of the design of the switch and because of the manner in 
which it is enclosed in the‘ foamed material, and because 
of the availability of the pressure sensitive adhesive, it 
is possible to adapt the unit for illuminating other en 
closures. 'For example, an enclosure having surfaces 
which are relatively movable, opening and closing, may 
be equipped with the illuminating device of the present 
invention. The enclosures include glove compartments 
in automobiles, ordinary pull drawers, and the like. 

It will, of course, be understood that various changes 
may be made in the form, details, arrangement and pro 
portions of the parts without departing from the scope of 
the invention as set forth in the appended claims. 
What is claimed: 
1. An illuminating device for handbags having rela 

tively movable and substantially rigid mating frame open 
ing members supporting the handbag covering, said device 
comprising a lamp, a battery, conductor means linking 
said lamp and battery, and switch means disposed along 
said conductor means, an enclosure housing said larnp, 
battery, and a portion of said conductor means and hav 
ing an adhesive layer secured to the under surface thereof 
for mounting said enclosure along the inner surface of 
said handbag covering, said switch being relatively thin in 
cross section, having two contacts including a ?xed and a 
movable contact, and said switch being encapsulated with 
in an electrically insulated enclosure fabricated from 
resilient mate-rial with a relatively ‘?at major surface hav 
ing a substantial surface area, with an adhesive ?lm being 
disposed therealong, said adhesive ?lm being arranged to 
secure said encapsulated switch along said frame open 
ing, whereby said ?xed and movable contacts are in 
engagement when the handbag is open and upon closing 
of the handbag, one of the frames thereof acts upon the 
switch and through pressure which compresses the resil 
ient switch housing moves the movable contact out of 
engagement with the ?xed switch contact, the arrange 
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4 
ment being such that when the contacts are closed, the 
circuit between said battery and said lamp is closed. 

2. An illuminating device for handbags having'rela 
tively movable and substantially rigid mating frame open 
ing members supporting the handbag covering, said device 
comprising a lamp, battery, conductor means linking said 
lamp and battery, and switch means disposed along said 
conductor means, a ?rst enclosure having a translucent 
portion housing said lamp, battery, and a portion of said 
conductor means and having an adhesive layer secured 
to the under surface thereof for mounting said enclosure 
along the inner surface of said handbag covering, said 
switch being relatively thin in cross section, having two 
contacts including a ?xed contact and a movable contact, 
the switch being encapsulated within an electrically in 
sulated second enclosure fabricated from resilient mate 
rial with a relatively flat major surface having a substan 
tial surface area, with an adhesive ?lm being disposed 
therealong, said adhesive ?lm being arranged to secure 
said encapsulated switch along said frame opening where 
by when said frame members open said bag, said con 
tacts are in engagement and that upon closing the hand 
bag one of the frames acts upon the switch and through 
pressure which compresses the resilient switch housing 
moves the movable contact out of engagement with the 
?xed switch contact, the arrangement being such that 
contacts when engaged are permitted to close the circuit 
between said battery and said lamp. 

3. The illuminating device as disclosed in claim 2 being 
particularly characterized in that at least one wall of said 
?rst enclosure may be opened. 

4. The illuminating device as disclosed in claim 2 be 
ing particularly characterized in that the under surface 
of said ?rst enclosure is provided with a layer of resilient 
material along the extent thereof. 

5. An illumintaing device for handbags having rela 
tively movable and substantially rigid mating frame open 
ing members supporting the handbag covering, said device 
comprising a lamp, battery, conductor means ‘linking said 
lamp and battery, and switch means disposed along said 
conductor means, a ?rst enclosure having a translucent 
portion housing said lamp, battery, and a portion of said 
conductor means and having an adhesive layer secured 
to the under surface thereof for mounting said enclosure 
along the inner surface of said handbag covering, said 
switch being relatively thin in cross section, having a ‘pair 
of elongated blades, one ?xed and one movable, forming 
normally closed contacts, and being encapsulated within 
an electrically insulated second enclosure fabricated from 
resilient material with a relatively ?at major surface hav 
ing a substantial surface area with an adhesive ?lm being 
disposed therealong, said adhesive ?lm being arranged to 
secure said encapsulated switch along said frame open 
ing whereby when said frame members open, the said 
contacts are in engagement and that when said handbag 
is closed one of the frames acts ‘upon the switch and 
through pressure which compresses the resilient switch 
housing moves the movable contact out of engagement 
with the ?xed switch contact, said normally closed con 
tacts being permitted to close the circuit between said 
battery and said lamp. 
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