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This invention relates to letter forms and analogous 
stationery articles. In particular, this invention provides 
a simple and economical stationery article, onto which 
the entire message and dispatch information may be im 
parted from a single direction to facilitate the stem 
graphic operation, said completed letter being readily 
fold-able into a securely sealed mailable envelope which 
effectively conceals the body of the letter during transit. 

There are in the prior art correspondence type sta 
tionery articles that may be folded into a sealed mailable 
envelope suitable for postal dispatch, but the prior art 
structures do invariably possess one or more of the fol 
lowing disadvantages. Most prior art stationery articles 
of this general class are of non-rectangular con?guration 
including outwardly-extending side ?aps, thus necessitat 
ing special non-rectangular dies to provide the stationery 
‘article; in so providing a non-rectangular structure, there 
is inevitably a great deal of raw material waste attendant 
with the manufacturing operation. With nearly all prior 
art embodiments, it is necessary to inscribe the addressee 
identi?cation and other dispatch information on one side 
of the stationery and to inscribe the body of the letter 
on the reverse side; thus, in the case of generally utilized 
typewritten inscriptions, it is necessary that the stenogra 
pher laboriously remove the stationery article from the 
typewriter and to re-insert it in reverse order so as to 
complete the required inscriptions. Many of the prior 
art structures require an expensive transparent window 
panel to reveal the inscribed addressee identi?cation; 
with this common type construction, it is difficult for 
the stenographer to position the addressee identi?cation 
‘so that it will be in registry with the transparent panel 
upon folding the stationery article into envelope form. 
Certain of the prior art devices require several exacting 
steps to fold the article into the envelope con?guration, 
and in many cases it is an exacting procedure for the ad 
dressee recipient to open the envelope without a physical 
dissection or mutilation of the letter communication; 

It is accordingly the general object of the present in 
vention to obviate all of the aforementioned objection 
able features of the prior art. 

It is one of the speci?c objects to provide a stationery 
article, that is foldable into a dispatch envelope, that 
may be economically fabricated without the incorpora 
tion of expensive transparent window panels and which 
may be provided without waste from ordinary size rec 
tangular paper stock without the use of any special cut 
ting dies. 

It is another speci?c object of the present invention to 
provide a stationery article upon which the addressee 
identi?cation and other dispatch information, together 
with the body of the letter, may be inscribed from a 
single side of the stationery to allow the stenographer 
to typewrite the required graphic matter continuously 
and without interruption of the typing operation. 

It is another object to provide a stationery article 
with which the addressee identi?cation and other dis 
patch information, together with the heading of the let 
ter may be inscribed simultaneously in a simple and di 
rect single operation. 

It is yet another object to provide a stationery article, 
together with a simple folding method therefor, to pro 
vide a mailable envelope suitable for postal dispatch and 
transmission. 
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It is another object to provide a stationery article that 

may be folded manually or mechanically into scalable 
envelope formation, so that tampering of the envelope to 
gain access will be impossible without leaving evidence 
of such action. 

It is a further object to provide .a stationery article 
that may be folded into a sealed envelope formation 
which may be simply opened by the addressee recipient 
to provide a neat and compact letter, with the post mark 
being integrally attached to the reverse side to provide 
an integral record as to the posting date thereof. 
With the above and other objects in view which will 

become apparent as the description proceeds, the inven 
tion comprises the novel form, combination, and arrange 
ment of parts as hereinafter more fully described, ref 
erence being had to the accompanying drawings wherein 
like numbers refer to like parts in the several views and 
in which: 
FIGURE 1 is a perspective view of the stationery 

article of the present invention, comprising a folded 
rectangular sheet material to provide a dual panel sta 
tionery construction. 
FIGURE 2 is a top plan view of the stationery con 

struction of FIGURE 1 in its unfolded state. 
FIGURE 3 is a bottom plan view of the stationery 

construction of FIGURE 1 in its unfolded state. ' 
FIGURE 4 is a perspective view of the stationery arti 

cle of FIGURE 1 fully developed and sealed into the ?nal 
envelope form. 
FIGURE 5 is a perspective view of the stationery 

article of FIGURE 1 at the ?rst folding step toward pro 
viding the ultimate envelope form. ' 
FIGURE 6 is a perspective view of the stationery 

article of FIGURE 1 at the second folding step toward 
providing the ultimate envelope form. 
FIGURE 7 is a perspective view of an alternate em 

bodiment of the stationery article of the present inven 
tion in its unfolded state. 
As can best be seen in FIGURES 1-4 inclusively, 

the stationery article 10 comprises a rectangular sheet 
material 11 having two parallel elongate sideward edges 
12 and 13 and two shorter parallel transverse edges 
including leading free edge 14 and a trailing free edge 
15. The rectangular sheet material 11 has a visible 
transverse line 16 that is substantially parallel to trans 
verse edges 14 and 15, said visible line 16 being located 
nearer to leading edge 14 than to trailing edge 15. Trans 
verse visible line 16 preferably indicates a structural 
weakening of sheet material 11, as in the form of hyphen 
ated scoring, or a linear array of perforations, or a per 
manent structural ?rst crease 16. Sheet material 11 is 
folded into the dual-panel construction of FIGURE 1, 
?rst crease 16 vbeing at the juncture between a longer 
lower panel 17 and a vertically aligned shorter upper 
panel 18. Consequently, sheet material leading edge 14 
is disposed above lower panel 17 between ?rst crease 
16 and sheet material trailing edge 15, nearer to ?rst 
crease 16. Upper panel 18 is in face-to-face abuttable 
superimposition upon lower panel 17, i.e. the lower sur 
face 24 of upper panel 18 directly abuts the upper sur 
face 21 of lower panel 17. Transverse ?rst crease 16 
provides the anterior end of the stationery article, and 
the rectangular sheet trailing edge 15 provides the pos 
terior end for the stationery article. 
Lower surface 24 of upper panel 18 is integrally pro 

vided with a strip of adhesive 25 along sheet material 
leading edge 14. The adhesive material may be of the 
pressure-sensitive type or may alternatively be of the 
water-activatable type that is commonly employed for 
sealing envelope ?aps. 
Lower surface 22 of lower panel 17 is integrally pro 

, vided with a transversely disposed linear indicator, herein 



3,306,632 
3 

as a broken imprinted line 29, said linear indicator 
being substantially parallel to and being disposed between 
?rst crease anterior end 16 and stationery posterior end 
15. As will be explained later in greater detail, broken 
line 29 indicates the position of a third crease 30 that 
will be provided. to form the trailing end of the envelope 
50. Linear indicator 29 must be located nearer to sta 
tionery posterior end 15 than to ?rst crease anterior 
end 16. 
Lower surface 24 of upper panel 18 is integrally pro 

vided with a pressure-releasable layer 26, layer 26 being 
con?ned to those areas of lower surface 24 not occu 
pied by adhesive 25. Pressure-releasable layer 26 pref 
erably comprises ?nely divided carbon or other pigment 
matter in admixture with a waxy or soft resinous con 
tinuous phase, such pressure-releasable layers being com 
monly employed with “carbon paper” utilized for mak 
ing simultaneous copies of written or typewritten graphic 
matter. The color of the pigment constituent of layer 
26 differs from that of sheet material 11, particular from 
that of lower panel upper surface 21. In order to con 
serve upon the amount of layer 26 to be employed, 
layer 26 is preferably restricted. to minor areas of surface 
24, and the location of layer 26 on surface 24 is indi 
cated with a rectangular boundary indicator 27 imprinted 
on upper panel upper surface 23. Accordingly, sparingly 
employed layer 26 is in vertically aligned registry with 
boundary indicator 27. 

Upper surface 23 of upper panel 18, which will ulti 
mately provide the upper face of envelope 50, may con 
veniently include the addressor’s identi?cation at the cor 
ner juncture of ?rst crease 16 and elongate sideward 
edge 12. Similarly, the upper surface 21 of lower panel 
17, which will ultimately provide the surface for the 
letter communication, may also conveniently include the 
addressor’s printed identi?cation or letterhead. The ad— 
dressor’s identi?cation on surfaces 23 and 21 may be 
pre-applied by a professional printer, and in such a case, 
areas of surface 24 in vertical alignment with the ad 
dressor’s printed letterhead should be free of pressure 
releasable layer 26. However, in those cases where the 
addressor desires to hand write or typewrite his own 
identi?cation, then layer 26 should occupy more exten 
sive areas of surface 24 appropriate to the desired posi 
tions for to permit the addressor’s identi?cation to be 
simultaneously inscribed upon surfaces 23 and 21. 

Operation and method for use of stationery article 10 
is as follows. First, the addressee’s identi?cation is im 
printed Within rectangular boundary 27 either by means 
of a typewriter or by hand, hand writing being indicated 
in the drawing. With the presence of pressure-releasable 
layer 26, the addressee identi?cation is simultaneously 
transmitted from upper panel upper surface 23 to lower 
panel upper surface 21. Although the addressor’s identi 
?cation has been indicated in the drawing as being pre 
printed thereon, if professional pre-printing is not em 
ployed, the addressor’s identi?cation may be similarly im 
printed by the stenogra-pher, provided that pressure 
releasable layer 26 is appropriately positioned on surface 
24. Then, the stenographer imprints the written message 
onto those areas of lower panel upper surface 21 which 
are positioned between sheet material leading edge 14 
and stationery posterior end 15, i.e. that portion of sur 
face 21 visible in FIGURE 1. If typewriting is employed, 
since imprinting is directed toward a single surface of 
stationery 10, the entire communication including the 
dispatch information may be graphically imprinted with 
out removal of the stationery from the typewriter. 

Following completion of the communication and other 
graphical markings upon the stationery, lower panel 17 
is folded into a dual-layer construction to provide a sec 
ond crease 20 at the juncture of an upper layer 38 and 
a lower layer 37. As can best be seen in the FIGURE 5 
perspective view, the rectangular sheet trailing edge 15 
is substantially parallel to and lies adjacently along ?rst 
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4 
crease 16; thus, the elongate lengths of layers 37 and 38 
are substantially equal, and creases 16 and 20 are sub 
stantially parallel. Rectangular sheet trailing edge 15 
is disposed between upper panel 18 and lower panel 17, 
upper layer 38 being disposed in overlying relationship 
with respect to the “carbon print” reproduction of the 
addressee identi?cation on upper surface 21 near ?rst 
crease 16. The distance between ?rst crease 16 and sec 
ond crease 21) is greater than that between ?rst crease 
16 and leading edge 14, and accordingly, upper panel 18 
has a smaller broad surface area than does either of the 
layers 37 or 38 immediately therebeneath. 
As shown in FIGURE 6, the 37—38 dual-layer struc 

ture is folded along linear indicator 29 to provide a third 
crease 30 disposed within both layers 37 and 38, said 
crease 30 providing the trailing end of the ultimate en 
velope 50. Second crease 20 is disposed between upper 
panel 18 and upper layer 38. Moreover, second crease 
20 is substantially parallel to and positioned between ?rst 
crease 16 and third crease 30, nearer to third crease 30. 
Accordingly, the rectangular sheet leading edge 14 lies 
parallel to and between second crease 2t) and third crease 
30. Next, adhesive layer 25 is activated to adherently 
attach upper panel 18 to lower panel lower surface 22 
at areas disposed between parallel creases 20 and 30, to 
complete the ultimate envelope 50 which may be appro 
priately posted and dispatched to the addressee. The 
addressee may open envelope 50 by inserting a letter 
opener between panels 17 and 18 and slitting along ?rst 
crease 16. The resultant letter apparent to the addressee 
is the upper surface 21 of lower panel 17. Speci?cally, 
that portion of upper surface 21 between crease position 
16 and sheet leading edge 14 (as shown in FIGURE 1) 
presents addressor letterhead and addressee information, 
While that portion of upper surface 21 actually exposed in 
FIGURE 1, between sheet leading edge 14 and sheet trail 
ing edge 15, presents the graphic communication directed 
to the speci?c addressee. Obviously, if crease 20 were 
positioned very close to crease 16, the letter would apt 
to be dissected and mutilated upon slitting with a letter 
opener. 

Thus, it has been seen that when graphic matter is im 
printed onto the stationary article 10‘) toward upper panel 
upper surface 23, the graphic message results upon the 
lower panel upper surface 21 in vertical alignment with 
surface 23. The pressure-releasable layer 26 provides 
means for transmitting the identi?cation image directed to 
ward upper panel 18 onto surface 21 so that it may be 
viewed by the addressee as a portion of the received cor 
respondence as well as on the upper surface of envelope 
50. In other words, upper panel 18‘ has means to trans 
mit graphic matter directed upon the stationery onto the 
vertically aligned lower panel upper surface 21, said di 
rected graphic matter appearing both on upper panel upper 
surface 23 and on lower panel upper surface 21. A pres 
sure-releasable layer is only one such means; as shown in 
the FIGURE 7 perspective view, a central opening 61 
within upper panel 18 is an alternate means. Opening 
61 is analogous to boundary 27 and when the addressee’s 
identi?cation is inscribed within opening 61 of upper 
panel 118, it is transmitted to lower panel upper surface 
21 but is also apparent at upper panel upper surface 23. 
When the opening 61 type means is employed, care must 
be taken so as not to cover the addressee identi?cation on 
surface 23 with layer 38 since there is no independent 
addressee identi?cation on upper panel upper surface 23'. 
Thus, when providing the 37—38 dual-layer structure, the 
rectangular sheet trailing edge 15 must not extend nearer to 
?rst crease 16 than the central opening 61. This latter 
requirement results in a greater distance between the ?rst 
and third creases, thus making the distance between the 
envelope anterior and posterior ends 16 and 30' respec~ 
tively, greater than that shown in FIGURE 4. 

Obviously, conventional carbon paper may be em 
ployed at lower panel lower surface 22 to provide a 
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carbon copy of the inscribed letter in conventional fashion. 
Further, the pressure-sensitive adhesive layer may be 
alternatively carried ‘by lower panel lower surface 22 
between the second and third creases rather than ‘by upper 
panel lower surface 24. 
From the foregoing, the construction and operation of 

the stationery article will be readily understood and fur 
.ther explanation is believed to be unnecessary. However, 
since numerous modi?cations and changes will readily oc 
cur to those skilled in the art, it is not desired to limit the 
invention to the exact construction shown and described, 
and accordingly, all suitable modi?cations and equivalents 
may be resorted to, falling within the scope of the ap 
pended claims. 

I claim: 
1. An article of writing stationery that is readily fold 

able and scalable into a con?dential dispatch envelope, 
said writing stationery comprising: A'rectangular sheet 
material having two parallel elongate sideward edges and 
two parallel transverse edges including a leading free edge 
and a trailing free edge, said rectangular sheet material 
having a permanent transverse ?rst crease located nearer 
to and in parallelism with the leading transverse edge of 
the sheet so as to provide two vertically disposed abutting 
panels, the upper panel being of shorter length than and 
superimposed upon the longer lower panel, said trans 
verse ?rst crease providing the anterior end of the dual 
panel stationery article, said rectangular sheet trailing edge 
providing the posterior end of the dual-panel stationery 
article, integral adhesive means for attaching the lower 
surface of the upper panel along the leading edge of the 
rectangular sheet to the lower panel lower surface, the 
upper panel having means to transmit graphic matter 
directed upon the stationery onto upper surfaces of the 
lower panel vertically disposed with respect to the upper 
panel, the lower side of the lower panel having a trans 
versely disposed linear indicator that is parallel to and 
disposed between the ?rst crease leading end and the 
stationery trailing end, said transverse linear indicator 
being disposed nearer to the stationery posterior end than 
to the ?rst crease. 

2. The stationery article of claim 1 wherein the upper 
panel means for transmitting graphic matter onto upper 
surfaces of the lower panel is a pressure-sensitive layer 
releasably attached to the upper panel lower surface, the 
color of said releasable layer differing from that of the 
sheet material, and wherein the adhesive means is in 
tegral with the lower surface of the upper panel along the 
leading edge of the rectangular sheet. 9 

3. The stationery article of claim. 1 wherein the upper 
panel means for transmitting graphic matter onto upper 
surfaces of the lower panel is a central opening within the 
upper panel. 

4. The stationery article of claim 2 wherein the upper 
panel upper surface has a boundary indicator for direct 
ing or imprinting graphic subject matter onto the sta 
tionery, said pressure-sensitive releasable colored layer 
being vertically aligned with respect to the boundary indi~ 
cator and occupying a minor area of the ‘upper panel lower 
surface. 

5. The method of preparing a scalable con?dential dis 
patch envelope of graphic intelligence, said method com 
prising the following steps: 

A. Folding a rectangular sheet material along a trans 
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verse visible line to provide a stationery article hav 
ing a permanent transverse ?rst crease, said station 
ery article comprising two parallel transverse free 
edges including a leading free edge and a trailing 
free edge, said permanent transverse ?rst crease being 
located nearer to and in parallelism with the lead 
ing transverse free edge of the stationery article, said 
permanent transverse ?rst crease being at the bound 
ary between two vertically disposed abutting panels, 
the upper panel being of shorter length than and 
superimposed upon the longer lower panel, said 
transverse ?rst crease providing the anterior end of 
the dual-panel stationery article, the upper panel 
having means to transmit graphic matter directed 
upon the stationery article onto upper surfaces of the 
lower panel vertically disposed with respect to the 
upper panel, 

B. Imprinting graphic intelligence onto said stationery 
article toward the upper panel upper surface thereof 
so that the graphic intelligence results upon the lower 
panel upper surface in vertical alignment with those 
areas of the upper panel toward which the graphic 
intelligence is directed, 

C. Folding the lower panel into a dual-layer construc 
tion to provide a second crease that is disposed With 
in the lower panel, said rectangular sheet trailing edge 
being parallel to and lying adjacently along the ?rst 
crease, said rectangular sheet trailing edge being dis 
posed between the upper and lower panels, the sec 
ond crease within the dual-layer construction being 
substantially parallel to the ?rst crease and to the 
rectangular sheet leading transverse edge, the upper 
panel having a smaller broad area than the dual-layer 
construction therebeneath whereby the rectangular 
sheet free ‘leading edge is disposed between the said 
?rst and second creases, 

D. Folding the previously folded dual-layer structure to 
provide a third crease that is disposed within the 
dual-layer construction, said third crease providing 
the trailing end of the envelope, the second crease 
being disposed between the upper panel and the 
previously folded dual-layer construction and being 
substantially parallel to the ?rst and second creases, 
said second crease being positioned between the ?rst 
and third creases nearer to the third crease, the 
rectangular sheet leading edge being disposed to lie 
parallel to and between the second and third creases, 
and 

E. Activating an adhesive integral with the stationery 
article to adhere the lower surface of the upper panel 
adjacent to the sheet leading edge to the lower panel 
lower surface at areas disposed between the second 
and third creases. 
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