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This invention relates to a new and improved wrap 
around welting especially adapted for welt shoes having 
a platform appearance and preferably utilizing cemented 
outsoles, and the principal object of the invention resides 
in the provision of improved wrap-around welt incor 
porating a wedge strip providing a firm pier or solid base 
for attachment of cemented outsoles while at the same 
time providing the “platform” appearance to the con 
struction by locating the welting partly over the outer 
edge of the insole and relatively higher on the wall of the 
last while at the same time providing a low inseam for 
reduction of the thickness of the filler and improved ilex 
ibility of the sole construction. 

Other objects of the invention include the provision 
of a welting which includes a relatively wide, thin, flex 
ible welt strip and a thick wedge strip, said wedge strip 
having the welting strip substantially wrapped around it 
or covering two sides of the Wedge, providing a shape re 
sembling a platform type of shoe. However, the new welt 
overlaps the edge of the insole and extends up onto the 
wall of the last, the welt being wrapped over the wedge 
and as far as or over the inseam lip, providing an irn 
proved base for the securement of outsoles by cementing. 

Another object of the invention resides particularly in 
the provision of the new wrap-around Welt construction 
described above in whic-h the welting strip is relatively 
wide and tiexible and has along an edge thereof the wedge 
strip above described, this wedge strip having in general 
a substantially flat surface extending from a relatively 
wide edge adjacent the edge of the welt strip, and tapering 
inwardly, having a gradually decreasing thickness ter 
minating in a relatively narrow edge, the welt strip being 
wrapped around or over the narrow edge and the flat 
face. ln some cases the welt strip also extends over the 
wider edge of the wedge, the wider edge initially extend 
ing along the upper leather and over the inseam, overlap 
ping the insole at the edges thereof and extending rela 
tively higher on the last, thus providing the platform ap 
pearance and at the same time a Welt strip base for ad 
hering a soie thereto, while at the same time the inseam 
construction is such as to retain or improve the flexibility 
of the insole. ` 

The invention also contemplates the provision of cer 
tain novel ornamentation applied to the new welt strip 
in a predetermined location, so that when the welt strip 
is wrapped around over the wedge strip as described the 
ornamentation will appear at a certain predetermined de~ 
sired location. 
By the use of the construction herein a platform type 

of shoe is provided in which the platform appears more 
or less conventional but actually overlaps the insole, i.e., 
is higher on the last, and therefore t-he sole of the foot 
rests on the insole or sock liner in a relatively low posi 
tion with respect to the upper edge of the platform so that 
a relatively thin outsole can be applied if desired, thus 
increasing the flexibility of the sole. 
The invention further relates to arrangements and com 

binations of parts which will be hereinafter described and 
more particularly set forth in the appended claims, 

Reference is to be had to the accompanying drawings, 
in which: 

FIG. 1 is an enlarged perspective view of the novel welt 
strip; 
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FIG. 2 is a plan view thereof on a reduced scale; 
FIG. 3 is a sectional view illustrating the application 

Y of the welt strip to the insole; 
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FIG. 4 is a view similar to FlG. 3 showing a modifica 
tion; 

FIG. 5 is a view illustrating the shoe with the inven 
tion applied thereto, and 

FlGS. 6 and 7 are views similar to FIG. 3 showing modi 
fications. 

First referring now to FIG. l there is shown a strip 
of welt material which is indicated `by the reference 
numeral liti. This welt strip is a rnuch wider strip than 
normal and this strip can be made substantially endless 
if made of plastic, but if made of leather it can be made 
in the usual manner in connected length so as to be sub 
stantially endless. 

Adjacent one edge of the strip ld there is applied there 
t0 another strip of less width, this strip being referred to 
as a “wedge” strip and indicated by the reference numeral 
l2. The wedge strip l2 is preferably generally triangular 
in section as clearly shown in FIG. l, having a relatively 
Wide edge lf?, which as shown in FIG. 1 is coextensive 
with the 'edge le of strip l0. The strip l2 then extends 
inwardly over the surface of the welt strip lil for a rela 
tively short distance, terminating in a relatively narrow 
edge ld. The exposed surface which is indicated at 2() 
will therefore be seen to be at a relative incline with 
respect to the general piane of the welt strip iti, and in 
this surface there is provided a longitudinal groove 22 
for a purpose to be described. Surface Ztl is preferably 
generally fiat. v 

The strip l2 is cemented or otherwise secured to the 
welt strip. If made of plastic, the two strips may be 
extruded in a single manner. The welt strip l@ may have 
ornamental means such as stitching 2id which extends 
parallel with the strips and preferably very slightly spaced 
from the narrow edge it? of strip Zd. If desired, other 
stitching such as 26 may also be applied. These or 
namental devices may be of any kind, whether stitches or 
impressions, grooving, braid, etc. 

Referring to FIG. 3 there is shown an insole at 28, 
this insole having a sewing rib 3d. Sewing rib 3i) may be 
of any construction desired and is preferably provided 
as an upstanding edge of a continuous tape 32, but other 
forms of sewing ribs maybe utilized. The upper leather 
is indicated by reference numeral 34 and is applied to the 
lip 30 in the usual manner. 
The novel welting of the present case is applied by 

securing the edge thereof at lâ to the upper leather gen 
erally coinciding therewith and the Wedge strip is seen to 
extend down along the upper leather overlapping the edge 
at 36 of the insole 28. The welt strip l@ is then wrapped 
around over surface Ztl, edge 14 of the wedge strip, and 
edge i6 of the welting to then overlie the edge of the sew 
ing rib Sli as is indicated at 40. 

Before the welting is brought around over the Wedge 
l2, the wedge is cemented or sewn as is indicated by the 
line of stitching at 42 and this seam extends through the 
welting strip l0, the upper 34 and the sewing lip at 30. 
Now the shoe is ready to have the outsole cemented 
thereto and it can extend as far upwardly beyond the 
welting l0 in FIG. 3 as may be desired but in any event 
it fills in the area above the insole 28 so that there is no 
platform filler material needed, but the regular filling ma 
terial is used. 
The groove 22 provides an anchor for the stitching in 

dicated at 42 and the welting 10 can be cemented down 
on the edge 14 of the wedge strip and the edge of the sew 
ing rib. Of course trimming if found necessary can be 
performed and areas pre-roughened for the application of 
the outsole. Also at this point the usual bottom íiller can 
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be applied to ñll the slight cavity between the trimmed 
off sewing ribs. The filler may be cork, felt, plastic, etc. 
but is preferably sponge or foam rubber. Cement may 
be applied to the parts as shown in FIG. 3 in order to 
cement the welt strip to the outside surface of the wedge 
strip and also to the lip, upper leather, etc. 

This construction forms a platform-like welt seam con 
struction having a substantially square or flat outer edge 
and when the outsole is applied a platform type of shoe 
is provided. The platform is provided by the turned-over 
or wrapped-around welt strip 10 which is backed up, 
strengthened and made to be solid and square by means of 
the generally triangular shape wedge strip. 
A modified form of the invention is shown in FIG. 4 

where the parts are all the same except that the wedge 
strip here indicated at 44 has a cutaway area at 46 form 
ing a projection 4S abutting the upper leather at the edge 
thereof. The edge of the welt strip at 50 is secured to 
the wedge strip 44 along this cutout edge and it will be 
seen that the wide end 48 is wider in proportion to the 
narrow end thereof at 52 than is the case with respect to 
the wedge parts in FIG. 3. The method of application 
is the same as before described but a squarer outline can 
be provided by this construction. 

In any event, the novel welt construction of this inven 
tion may be applied to insoles on a last about the periph 
ery of the sole or only in the forepart thereof if this 
should be desired, and all of the objects of the invention 
are seen to be carried out in a novel and efficient manner. 
The platform type of shoe is provided in which the sole 
may be of any thickness beyond the thickness of the welt 
strip in a direction normal to the insole. Also this c0n~ 
struction provides that a smaller or narrower sewing rib 
30 can be used, thus increasing the liexibility of the shoe 
while at the same time a good solid basis is provided 
for the application of the cemented outsole to the shoe and 
any necessity for platform filler material is completely 
done away with. 
The stitching at 24, 26 will appear as shown in FIG. 5 

or in some other manner, depending upon the kind of 
stitching utilized, and the line which is indicated in FIG. 5 
at 54 indicates the approximate line of the sock liner and 
the position of the sole of the foot in the shoe. 

FIGS. 6 and 7 show modifications wherein the welt 
wrap strip 56 is applied and positioned as before relative 
to the upper and the wedge, here indicated at 58, but the ' 
welt wrap is cut o?c at 60 so that it does not extend over 
the sewing rib or even over the other edge at 62 or the 
wider edge 64 of the wedge. This construction saves on 
material and cost of wrapping fully over the wedge and 
sewing rib. The welt stitching can be either as in FIG. 

j 3 or 4, or it may extend through the welt strip also if de 
sired as at 66. In this case, the welt stitch acts as a deco 
ration as well as being functional. 

This new construction lends itself particularly well to 
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modern methods of manufacture, doing away with a great 
many operations heretofore considered necessary in mak 
ing a welt platform shoe with a cemented outer sole. 

Having thus described my invention and the advantages 
thereof, I do not wish to be limited to the details herein 
disclosed, otherwise than as set forth in the claims, but 
what I claim is: 

1. A Goodyear Welt shoe construction comprising an 
insole, a sewing rib thereon, an upper secured to the 
rib, a welt strip secured to the upper and to the rib along 
a longitudinal edge of the welt strip, a wedge strip on the 
welt strip adjacent the edge of the welt strip that is se 
cured to the upper and rib, the welt strip extending along 
the upper, under the wedge strip, and about the wedge 
strip, said wedge strip being substantially enclosed by the 
welt strip, said wedge strip lying in at least a partial over 
lapping relation to the outside edge of the insole, the 
wedge strip gradually lessening in thickness from a termi 
nal edge inwardly thereof to the opposite terminal edge. 

2. The Goodyear Welt construction of claim 1 where 
in said wedge strip has a face that is substantially flat 
and coplanar. 

_ 3. The Goodyear Welt seam construction of claim 1 
including an elongated decoration on the welt strip paral 
lel to the wedge strip, said wedge strip having an inner 
edge intermediate the edges of the welt strip, the decora 
tion being adjacent to said wedge strip inner edge. 

4. Welting for shoes comprising a welt strip which is 
relatively wide, thin and flexible and of generally uniform 
thickness and a relatively narrow wedge strip having a 
relatively thick edge portion and an opposite thinner edge 
portion, said strips being connected together with one side 
edge of the welt strip being secured substantially in con 
formance with the thicker edge of the wedge strip, and 
said wedge strip extending over the surface of the welt 
strip partially only. 

5. The welting of claim 4 wherein a surface of the 
wedge strip between the edges thereof is substantially fiat 
and coplanar. 

6. The welting of claim 4 wherein the strips are sepa 
rate and secured together. 
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