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This invention relates to disposable beverage dispensing 
containers. More particularly, it relates to such containers 
which include a sipping straw for removal of the con 
tained beverage. 

In recent years, the vending of beverages such as milk, 
juices or other consumable liquids has become increasingly 
popular. Vending machines have become commonplace 
in schools, cafeterias, factories, o?‘ices and enumerable 
other locations where individuals might be interested in 
obtaining liquid refreshment. _ 

Characteristically, the dispensing of beverages of the 
type described has been accomplished by the provision of 
machines which dispense sealed disposable containers 
within which are contained a quantity of the desired 
liquid. In this manner, the dispensed liquid may be placed 
in the container under sanitary conditions at a central 
packaging location and retained in the container until 
dispensed to the consumer. 

Generally, the containers used are made of paper coated 
with certain materials to make them impervious to liquid. 
These coatings range from para?‘in to plastic impregnation 
and in addition to their liquid impervious characteristics 
often provide the means for sealing the formed carton into 
its ?nal sealed con?guration. The container is generally 
provided with a sealed aperture for access to the contained 
beverage. Generally, this sealed aperture is opened and 
the contents poured from the container, or a drinking 
straw is inserted into the container to remove the contents. 

In the past, there have also been devised cartons which 
have drinking straws therein, which may be removed from 
the container, by a telescoping action and the like. _All 
of these containers have, however, been unsatisfactory, for 
one reason or another. 

Accordingly, it is an object of the present invention to 
provide an improved disposable container which includes 
a drinking straw for removing the contained beverage. 

It is a further object of the present invention to provide 
an improved carton of the type described which is easily 
constructed and assembled. 

It is a further object of the present invention to provide 
a beverage container which includes a drinking straw 
which allows consumption of the contained beverage in 
a more sanitary manner than hereinbefore possible. 

It is a still further object of the present invention to 
provide an improved carton of the type described which 
may be formed of two separable parts, at least one of 
which can be folded ?at for storing, or shipping. 

Other objects of the invention will in part be obvious 
and will in part appear hereinafter. 
The invention accordingly comprises the features of 

construction, combination of elements, and arrangement 
of parts which will be exempli?ed in the construction here 
inafter set forth, and the scope of the invention will be 
indicated in the claims. 
For a fuller understanding of the nature and objects of 

the invention, reference should be had to the following 
detailed description taken in connection with the accom 
panying drawing, in which: 
FIGURE 1 is a perspective view of a container ex 

emplary of a ?rst embodiment of the invention; 
FIGURE 2 is a plan view, on a reduced scale, of a 

blank from which the container of FIGS. 1 and 6 may be 
formed; 
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FIGURE 3 is a sectional view illustrating the straw re 

tainer within the container of FIG. 1; 
FIGURE 4 is a sectional view of the container of FIG. 

1, taken along lines 4—4; 
' FIGURE 5 is a partial view of the container of FIG. 1, 
illustrating the attachment of tear strip and the drinking 
straw; 
FIGURE 6 is a perspective view of a container ex 

emplary of a second embodiment of the invention; 
FIGURE 7 is a partial sectional view illustrating the 

construction of the side walls of the container of FIG. 6 
and the straw retainer formed therein; and 
FIGURE 8 is a sectional view of the container of FIG. 

6 taken along lines 6-6. 
Similar reference characters refer to similar parts 

throughout the several views of the drawing. 
i Referring now to the drawing, in FIG. 1 there is shown 
a disposable beverage container 10, constructed in ac 
cordance with a ?rst embodiment of the invention, which 
may be fabricated of paper or the like and which may be 
coated with a material such as para?‘in to make it im— 
pervious to liquid. The container 10, with the exception 
of the top 12 therefor, may be formed from the blank 14 
shown in FIG. 2. 

. The blank 14 when folded in the manner hereinafter 
- described, forms the bottom and side walls of the carton 
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10 and a straw retainer 38 interiorly thereof. 
The blank 14 has a vertically disposed score line 23 

and a horizontally disposed score line 27 which divide 
the blank into a side wall section 16, a straw retainer sec— 
tion 18 and a bottom wall section 19. The side wall sec 
tion 16 and the bottom wall section 19 have equally 
spaced, vertically disposed score lines 23-26 formed there 
on and the straw retainer section 18 has vertically dis 
posed, equally spaced score lines 20-22 formed thereon. 
Score lines 28-31 are formed on the bottom wall section 
19 diagonally from the score lines 23-24 and 25-26 
respectively. 
The score lines 23-26 form side walls 32-35, and also 

the bottom walls 43-46, for the carton 10, while the 
score lines 20-22 form walls 38-41 for the straw retainer 
37. The carton 10, as best seen in FIG. 2, is formed by 
?rst folding the straw retainer section 18 along the score 
lines 20-23 so that the walls 38-41 are at right angles to 
one another, with the side wall 38 ?xedly secured, by 
means of adhesive or the like, to the side wall 32, and by 
folding the side wall section 16 along the score lines 
24-26 so that the side walls 32-35 are at right angles to 
one another, with the side wall 35 ?xedly secured, by 
means of adhesive or the like, to the wall 41 of the straw 
retainer 37. It may be noted that the wall 41 extends 
the length of the side walls 32-35 of the carton 10, while 
the walls 38-40 are only approximately one-third the 
length of these side walls 32-35 and the wall 41 and 
preferably are equally centered between the upper and 
lower edges of the blank 14. With this construction, a 
sturdy, well sealed carton is provided since the side wall 
35 and the wall 41 are adhesively sealed to one another 
along the entire length of the carton so that there is little, 
if any, likelihood of leakage. Also, since the walls 38-46 
are only one-third the length of the side walls 32-35 and 
wall 41, substantial economic savings are provided. 
The bottom wall of the carton 10 is formed by folding 

the bottom walls 43-46 along the score lines 28-31, in 
the well known manner, so that they overlap one an 
other, as shown in FIG. 4, to provide a sealed, leakproof 
bottom wall. 
When the carton 10 is constructed in the above de 

scribed manner, it can be folded ?at, and a number of 
them stacked one atop another, for shipping or storage. 
Also, the straw retainer 37 within the carton 10 is auto 
matically erected when the carton 10 is unfolded so that 
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substantial savings in time and money are provided in 
erecting the carton 10. > 

The top cover 12 for the carton 10 has a top wall 50 
and four side walls (only two of which are‘ shown )7 which 
are formed to overlap the side Walls 32—35, as best seen 
in FIGS. 1 and 4. An elongated, diagonally disposed 
slot 52 is formed in the top wall 50, and a tear strip 54 
which is su?iciently larger in size so as to completely 
seal the slot 52. Tear strip 54 is sealed by means of 
adhesive or the like, to the top wall v50, over the slot 52. 
The end 56 of the tear strip 54 is not completely sealed 
to the top wall 50 so that the end can be easily turned 
up and gripped to pull the tear strip 54 back toward the 
corner of the carton. 

Beneath the tear strip 54 is a retainer 58, best seen 
in FIGS. 4 and 5, which is ?xedly secured to the tear 
strip and which is adapted to securely retain a drink 
ing straw 60. The drinking straw 60 is pleated as at 
62 so that it can be folded at a substantially right angle, 
without crimping it shut, and its end passed through 
and retained in the straw retainer 37 within the carton 
10. The top cover 12, with the drinking straw 60 and 
the tear strip 54, can be preformed and easily assem 
bled onto the carton, by merely inserting the end of 
the straw 60 through the straw retainer 37 and its de 
pending walls secured to the side walls 32—35, in any 
suitable manner. 
When a party desires to remove the contents of the 

container 10, the loose end 56 of the tear strip 54 is 
pulled upward and toward the corner of the carton 10. 
As the tear strip 54 is pulled in the above manner, the 
portion of the drinking straw 60 attached thereto is 
extracted from the carton and pulled upwardly, as shown 
in FIG. 5. The portion of the tear strip nearest the 
exposed end of the drinking straw is folded out of the 
way, and the contents removed by sipping on the straw 
without the necessity of touching the portion of the straw 
which is placed to the lips during the extracting pro 
cedure. By tilting the container 10 so that the con 
tents ?ow toward the corner in which the straw is re 
tained, substantially all of the contents can be easily 
removed. 

In FIG. 6 there is shown a container 70 having a 
top cover 72 which is secured to the rest of the con 
tainer after it is erected, in the same manner as de 
scribed above. The top cover 72 has a top wall 74 in 
which there is formed an elongated slot 76, extending 
longitudinally across it, parallel to, and substan 
tially closer to one of its side edges. A tear strip 77 
is sealed across the slot 76, and may be overlapped on 
each side of the carton,_as shown in FIG. 8. The over 
lapped ‘edge 79 is preferably "folded outward so that 
the end of the tear strip can be easily gripped with the 
?ngers and pulled upwardly and toward the opposite 
edge of the carton, in a manner described above. The 
carton 70, in this case, is formed from a blank which 
is substantially the same as the blank 14, except sec 
tion 19 is not used, section 41 is the same length as 
section 38—40, section 35 has an additional portion'90 
as shown in phantom lines which attaches to the wall 
12, and the score lines forming the side walls are formed 
thereon in a manner such that when folded, the straw 
retainer 78 is disposed between the edges of one side 
of the carton 70 and the side walls overlap and are se 
cured, as shown in FIG. 7. A separate bottom wall 
80 is provided, and is retained by crimping the side walls 
as at 82 to secure the bottom wall within the carton. In 
this embodiment, the straw 84 is af?xed directly to the 
tear strip 17 as by an adhesive thus eliminating the need 
of a retainer 58. 
To ‘remove the contents of the carton, the tear strip 77 

is pulled, in the manner described above, and in so doing, 
the straw with the hands during extraction from the 
the new straw with the hands during extraction from the 
container. 
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It will thus be seen that the objects set forth above, 

among those made apparent from the preceding de 
scription, are et?ciently attained and, since certain changes 
may be made in the above construction without departing 
from the' scope of the invention, it is intended that all 
matter contained in the above description or shown in 
the accompanying'drawing shall be interpreted as illus 
trative and not in a limiting sense. 

It is also to be understood that the following claims 
are intended to cover all of the generic and speci?c fea 
tures of the invention herein described, and all statements 
of the scope of the invention, which, as a matter of 
language, might be said to fall therebetween. 
Now that the invention has been described, what is 

claimed as new and desired to be secured vby Letters 
Patent is: 

1. A two piece container having side walls, a bottom 
wall and straw retainer means formed from a single 
blank of sheet material, said blank being folded along 
score lines formed thereon to form said straw retainer 
means in one corner of said container, said straw re 
tainer means having four walls, one of which is secured 
to a side wall of said container so as to form a substan 
tially square shaped straw receiving aperture between said 
four walls, and folded along score lines to form at least 
four side walls for said carton, one of which is secured 
to a second one of said walls ‘of said straw retainer 
means, said side walls being folded along score lines 
to form a closed bottom wall; and a top cover having a 
top wall and side walls adapted to be secured to the 
side walls of said container to form a closed container 
adapted to retain a quantity of liquid, said top wall hav 
ing an elongated slot formed therein which extends 
diagonally from one corner thereof, a removable tear 
strip secured to said top wall overlying said slot, a drink 
ing straw having a portion thereof secured to said tear 
strip and a second portion retained within said straw 
retaining means, said tear strip upon ‘being pulled toward 
one end of said slot partially removing said drinking 
straw from within said container, whereby said drinking 
straw is usable to remove said liquid from said container. 

2. A container having side walls, a top wall and a 
bottom wall which are adapted to retain a quantity of 
liquid, said top wall having an elongated slot formed 
therein which extends diagonally from one of its corners, 
a tear strip removably secured to said top wall overlying 
said slot, straw retaining means integrally formed with 
in said container adjacent one end of said slot, said 
straw retaining means having four side walls, one of 
which is integrally attached to one side wall of said 
container and another one of which is secured to the 
same side wall so as to form a generally square open 
ing for receiving the end of a drinking straw therein, 
one side wall 'of said container being secured to the 
wall of said container to which said straw retainer means 
is integrally attached to secure said container in as 
sembled (fashion, a drinking straw having a portion there 
of secured to said tear strip and a second portion re 
tained within said straw retaining means, said tear strip 
upon being pulled toward’ one end of said slot partially 
removing said drinking straw from within said container, 
whereby said drinking straw is usable to remove said 
liquid from said container. ' 

3. A container, as claimed in claim 2, wherein four 
of the walls of said straw retaining means are substan 
tially shorter in length than the length of the side walls 
of said container. 

4. A container having side walls, a top wall and a 
bottom wall which are adapted to retain a quantity of 
liquid, said top wall having an elongated slot formed 
therein which extends parallel to two of its edges, a tear 
strip removably secured to said top wall overlying said 
slot, straw retaining means formed within said container 
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adjacent one end of said slot, said straw retaining means 
having four side walls, one of which is integrally secured 
to one side wall of said container and another one of 
which is secured to the same side wall so as to form an 
opening between said four side walls for receiving the 
end of a drinking straw ‘therein, one side wall of said con 
tainer being overlapped and secured to secure said con 
tainer in assembled fashion, a drinking straw having a 
portion thereof secured to said tear strip and a second 
portion retained within said straw retaining means, said 
tear strip upon being pulled toward one end of said slot 
partially removing said drinking straw from within said 
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container, whereby said drinking straw is usable to re 
move said liquid \from said container. 
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