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My invention is an improvement in body garments and 
more particularly is ‘a maternity panty girdle having stretch 
areas arranged and interrelated to secure comfortable 
and effective abdomen support during normal girdle wear 
and particularly when worn as a maternity girdle during 
and throughout the progressive stages of pregnancy. 
An object of the invention is to provide a panty girdle 

having stretch areas or panels so arranged and so re 
lated as to provide a maximum of comfort in use and 
effective abdominal support during the progressive stages 
of pregnancy. 
Another object is a maternity parity girdle of simple 

construction employing a ?exible back panel, substan 
tially non-elastic in one direction, but elastic or stretch 
able in another direction, together with elastic side panels 
extending from the back panel forwardly and terminat 
ing in spaced relation, and a front elastic panel including 
oppositely and diagonally disposed support stretch mem 
bers secured to the terminal front ends of the side panels 
whereby to support and lift the abdomen progressively 
during the stages of pregnancy. 

Another object is the provision of means connecting 
the back panel with the ‘front panel and the diagonally 
disposed support and lift members in which said means 
underlies the side panels and is so disposed as to lie along 
the waist and directly along the hips of the wearer in 
use. 

A further object is a maternity panty girdle construc 
tion in which stretch and elasticity is appropriately dis 
tributed throughout the sides and front of the garment 
to provide effective support with wearing comfort to the 
user throughout the progressive stages of her pregnancy. 

Other objects and advantages of this invention will 
become more apparent as the following description of 
an embodiment thereof progresses, reference being made 
to the accompanying drawing in which like reference 
characters are employed to designate like parts through 
out the same. 

In the drawings: 
FIGURE 1 is a front view of a maternity panty girdle 

embodying my invention; 
FIGURE 2 is a rear view of the garment shown in 

FIGURE 1; 
FIGURE 3 is a side view of the garment applied in 

use, and 
FIGURE 4 is a slightly reduced side view showing the 

manner in which the ‘related stretch and support areas 
function to lift and support the abdomen during a later 
stage of pregnancy. 

In carrying out my invention, the embodiment illus 
trated may be described as follows. 

Referring ?rst more particularly to FIGURES l and 
2, the garment is shown in its normal condition and in 
cludes a waist band 10 consisting of an annulus of elastic 
material, preferably fabricated, which as noted by the 
arrows 11, is stretchable in bot-h directions longitudinally 
of the band. 
A back panel 12 of elastic fabric stretchable only in 

a vertical direction, as indicated by the arrows 13, is 
secured along the top edge to the lower edge of the waist 
band 10, as at 14. 

Side panels 15 and 16 of elastic fabric are secured at 
17 and 18, respectively, to the sides of the back panel 12 
and each extends from the back panel across the side 
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hip and buttocks area of the wearer and thence forwardly 
to join with a front panel 19 of elastic fabric material 
stretchable primarily in two directions, i.e. substantially 
horizontally and substantially vertically as denoted by the 
arrows 20 and 21, respectively. 

It will be noted that the front panel and the side panels 
are joined or secured together along their marginal edges 
de?ned by the substantially U-shaped line 22 which ex 
tends downwardly from widely separated points 23‘ and 
24 from the waist band 10 and gradually curving and 
converging as at 25 to the lower extremity 26 adjacent 
the crotch part 27. 
The lower combined portions of the back and side 

panels terminate in a pair of panty or leg receiving por 
tions 28 to which the crotch part is also secured. It is 
not necessary that the crotch part be formed of stretch 
able material as long as it possesses a suf?cient degree 
of fullness for comfort in use. 
Each leg 28 of the panty portion of the garment termi 

nates in a leg encircling elastic band 29‘ secured thereto 
at 30 stretchable along its horizontal axis in the direc 
tion of the arrows 31 to comfortably grip the leg of the 
wearer in use.‘ The bands 29 each are secured to the 
lower extremities of the back and side panels and to the 
lower portion of the crotch part 27. 
As illustrated by the arrows 32 and 33, the side panels 

15 and 16 are of elastic fabric and are stretchable nor 
mally in the directions of these arrows, although under 
torsional strains, as when the abdomen of the wearer 
expands, as illustrated in FIGURE 4, the resultant stretch 
in the direction of the arrows will be substantially as 
indicated in this figure. In this ?gure also is illustrated, 
by the respective arrows 20—21, 13, 34—35 and 36-37, 
the general direction of stretch of the front panel, the 
back panel and the supplemental diagonally disposed ‘front 
‘abdomen lift and supporting panels 38 and 39 during the 
later stages of pregnancy. 
The diagonally disposed panels 38 and 39 overlie one 

another and are primarily independently stretchable in 
the directions of the respective arrows. These panels are 
each provided with an upper reinforcing edging or rib 
42 and are secured to the adjacent respective side panels 
along the converging curved lines 22 and 25, but it will 
be noted that the ribs are not connected or secured to 
gether throughout their length. In this manner, each di 
agonal panel is independent of the other as far as rela 
tive movement or stretch is concerned. 

Secured to the interior surfaces of the side panels 15 and 
16 there are reinforcing and supporting elastic bands 43 
extending from and secured to the back panel at their rear 
ends as vat 44. Those bands extend forwardly and are in 
clined downwardly along the side panels and are secured 
thereto along their longitudinal edges, as by stitching 45. 
The forward or front transverse edges of these bands are 
secured to the side panels, as at 22. In this manner the 
stretch of these bands is not materially reduced but trans 
verse stretch across the bands is limited since the bands 
are secured to the side panels by stitching 45, whereby 
under these conditions, when the garment is properly ?tted 
and -worn in use, the inclined band reinforced portions 
of the side panels will lie just above and rest upon the 
hips of the wearer from the back panel forwardly and 
downwardly to the abdomen supporting area formed by 
the front, side and diagonal panels. 

It is to be noted that since the crossed diagonally ar 
ranged panels 39 are independently ‘free of one another 
except at these edges where they are secured to the side 
panels and front panel, as at 22 and 25, they provide 
resilient sel-f supporting and lifting means for the abdomen 
as it enlarges during pregnancy, this being accomplished 
with a high degree of comfort and safety to the wearer 
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but without the necessity of periodic manual adjustment 
of the garment. 7 

Various changes may be made in the details of con 
struction and arrangement of parts of the invention with 
out departing from the spirit thereof or the scope of the 
appended claims. 

I claim: 
1. A maternity girdle adapted to comfortably support 

the abdomen of the wearer during progressive stages of 
pregnancy, said girdle comprising a back panel, a pair 
of side panels each secured to said back panel along op 
posed sides thereof and extending forwardly about and 
around the hip and buttocks of the wearer and terminat 
ing in rfront marginal edges together de?ning a substan 
tially U-shaped opening therebetween, a front abdomen 
supporting panel secured to said combined front marginal 
edges throughout their extent, a pair of relatively di 
agonally disposed panels each secured along one edge to 
a portion of each of said front marginal edges, said di 
agonally disposed panels having top freely and independ 
entally movable overlying edges extending along inter 
secting planes, and relatively narrow supporting bands 
secured at one end to said back panel at opposite sides 
thereof and to said side, front and diagonal panels at 
their opposite ends, said back panel being formed of elastic 
fabric stretchable only in a substantially vertical direc~ 
tion, said side, front ‘and diagonally disposed panels be 
ing formed of elastic material stretchable in a plurality 
of directions, the respective top overlying edges of the 
diagonal panels being disposed to register with the op 
posed bottom edges of the ends of the supporting bands 
at their juncture with said front panel. 

2. A maternity girdle adapted to comfortably support 
the abdomen of the wearer during progressive stages of 
pregnancy, said girdle comprising a back panel, a pair 
of side panels each secured to said back panel along op 
posed sides thereof and extending forwardly about and 
around the hip and buttocks of the wearer and terminat 
ing in front marginal edges together de?ning a substan 
tially U-shaped opening therebetween, a vfront abdomen 
supporting panel secured to said combined front marginal 
edges, a pair of relatively diagonally disposed panels each 
secured along one edge to a portion of each of said front 
marginal edges, said diagonally disposed panels having 
top freely and independently movable overlying edges ex 
tending along intersecting planes, and relatively narrow 
supporting bands secured at one end to said back panel 
at opposite sides thereof and to said side, front and di 
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agonal panels at their opposite ends, said back panel 
being {formed of elastic fabric stretchable only in a sub 
stantially vertical direction, said side, front and diagonally 
disposed panels being \formed of elastic material stretch 
able in a plurality of directions, the directions of stretch 
of said diagonal panels being angularly disposed to the 
directions of stretch of said back, front and side panels 
respectively. 

3. A ‘maternity girdle adapted to comfortably support 
the abdomen of the wearer ‘during progressive stages of 
pregnancy, said girdle comprising a back panel, a pair 
of side panels each secured to said back panel along 
opposed sides thereof and extending forwardly about and 
around the hip and buttocks of the wearer and terminat 
ing in front marginal edges together de?ning a substan 
tially U-shaped opening t-herebetween, a front abdomen 
supporting panel secured to said combined front marginal 
edges, a pair of relatively diagonally disposed panels each 
secured along one edge to a portion of each of said front 
marginal edges, said diagonally disposed panels having 
top freely and independently movable overlying edges ex 
tending along intersecting planes, a pair of elastic sup 
porting bands each secured at its rear end portion to a 
side edge of said back panel and along its longitudinal 
edge portions to one of said respective side panels, said 
bands extending forwardly and inclined downwardly ‘from 
their rear ends along the respective side panels whereby 
transverse stretch across the bands is limited relative to 
longitudinal stretchability by secure-ment of the bands 
along their longitudinal edge portions to said respective 
side panels, said back panel being formed of elastic fabric 
stretchable only in a substantially vertical direction, said 
side, front and diagonally disposed panels being formed 
of elastic material stretchable in a plurality of directions. 

4. The invention defined in claim 3 in which the re 
spective top overlying edges of the diagonal panels are 
disposed to substantially ‘register with the opposed bot 
tom edges of the ends of the respective elastic supporting 
bands at their juncture with said front panel. 
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