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This invention relates to a can holding device and more 
particularly to a novel and improved holding device for 
use in gripping paint cans and is adapted to be used by 
a painter to retain the paint can or paint‘ pail from which 
paint is to be dipped or otherwise used when painting 
surfaces. 

It is a primary object of this invention to provide a novel 
and simpli?ed holding device for paint cans and the like 
which is generally of simpli?ed construct-ion adapted to 
easily grasp and to be removed from paint cans or other 
cylindrical containers and which can be secured over 
steps of ladder assemblies such as are employed in present 
day ‘construction, as it is well known that ladders, step 
ladders, and extension ladders, are for the most part 
constructed of aluminum and are constructed with steps 
rather than with rungs thereon. 

It is a further object of this invention to provide a 
simpli?ed paint holder having a means thereon to se 
cure paint cans and the like to rungs of ladders such as 
are found in wodden ladders of well known construct-ion. 
Another object of the'invention is the provision of an 

improved holding device for cylindrical containers such 
as paint cans which is provided with a strap means for 
securing the paint cans and the like to structures standing 
upright from the ground. 
A still further object of the invention is the provision 

of a holding vdevice for the purpose and having the char 
acteristics enumerated abovewhich is further character 
ized by the simplicity and economy with which the same 
may be manufactured. 
The above and other objects and advantages of the in 

vention ‘will become apparent upon full consideration of 
the following detailed description and accompanying draw 
ings disclosing the preferred construction of the present 
invention. 

Referring now to the drawings: - 
FIGURE 1 is a front elevational view of the invention 

showing a can which is retained by my can holder over 
the steps of a ladder assembly. 
FIGURE 2 is a top plan view of the can holder of this 

invention; 
FIGURE 3 represents a second embodiment of the in 

vention and is a front elevational view thereof wherein 
a paint can is retained by a can holder of this invention 
over one rung of a conventional wooden ladder assembly. 

Referring now more particularly to the drawings, the 
novel can holding device 10 of this invention is seen to 
comprise a holding means 11 made from a strip of sheet 
metal which is ‘bent to conform to the shape of a paint can 
such as is indicated by reference numeral 20. The strip 
of sheet metal is bent from a rectangular shaped sheet 
metal strip. Said strip is'folded back on itself at the ends 
thereof as is indicated by reference numeral 12. The thus 
shaped sheet metal which is preferably made of Phosphor 
bronze or of a material which will aiford some spring to 
permit the holding portion of the can holder to snap 
around the can and then grip the can tightly is adapted 
to lodge under and against the rim of the can indicated 
by reference numeral 21. A strap 18 is affixed at one end 
thereof to the can holding portion 11 centrally thereof 
as indicated ‘by reference numeral 13, thereby separating 
the holding portion-11 into two arms, as seen in FIG. 2.. 
The strap means 13 extends from the can holder at 14 

and is adapted to be draped over the steps 31 of the ladder 
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assembly 30, as is shown in FIGURE 1. A handle means 
15 is provided at one end of the strap means at its other 
extremity, as is indicated by reference numeral 16. 

In FIG. 3, a modi?cation of the invention is illustrated 
wherein the portion of the strap means 14 which drapes 
over a round rung of the ladder has serrated teeth 17 there 
on. These teeth help to prevent the can of paint from tilt 
ing toward the ladder. These serrated teeth 17 also serve 
to retain the paint can and to hold the can holder from 
slipping downward over the ladder rung due to the weight 
of the can. 
The advantages and objects of my invention will now 

be apparent. The portion of the strap means adapted to 
to drape over a step of the ladder is of such length, as 
seen in FIG. 1, that it will easily fit over the step. To 
more positively retain the can on the ladder step, the strap 
means ‘at 14 may have adhesive or other friction resistant 
material on the step side thereof. Thus, the strap may in 
effect be taped to the ladder step. The strap means at 14 
may also be made from a resilient metal or shape re 
taining material. In the modi?cation of the invention as 
seen in FIG. 3, the strap retaining means is curved instead 
of ?at so that the strap retaining means at 14 is adapted 
to ?t over a conventional round rung. In this modi?ca— 
tion the strap retaining means at 14 differs from the strap 
retaining means 14 as viewed in FIG. 1; also in that ser 
rated teeth 17 are provided on the rung side thereof. 

Irrespective of the variation of the invention used, the 
paint can may be controlled, by one standing on the lad 
der, by merely grasping the handle of the can holder and 
thereby manipulating the paint can about. This will 
serve to prevent paint from getting on the hands from 
spill or runover which is usually the case when handling 
a paint can without a handle. Quart cans of paint are 
never made with a bail thereon and when using such cans 
as in touching up and especially in painting on trim colors, 
the advantage of using my improved paint can holder will 
:be readily apparent. When using my device to hold gal 
lon cans, the advantage of being able to paint, without 
avoid-ing the bail which would otherwise be in the way 
every time one dipped his brush as it would be when the 
can hangs from a regular or conventional hook, is readily 
apparent. 

The top projection rim which is present on all paint 
cans, regardless of size, prevents the can from falling 
through the holding portion of the can holder. As pre 
viously mentioned, the can holding portion itself is pref 
erably made of Phosphor bronze or at least of a material 
which will afford some spring to permit the arms of the 
holding portion to snap around the can and then grip the 
can tightly. The stra-p means 18 can be made from a re 
silient metal, e.g., Phosphor bronze, or can be made from 
a harder metal. An adhesive backing, whereby the strap 
retaining portion can in effect be taped to the ladder step, 
or the serrated teeth, as seen in FIG. 3, will further serve 
to retain the can holder in position. When a resilient 
metal is used the can holder strap means will substantially 
maintain a permanent shape as seen in FIGS. 1 and 3, 
which will serve to retain the can holder in position. The 
can holder may readily be picked up by the handle 15 
since the strap retaining portion will be rigid enough to 
allow such manipulation of the can holder. Here also 
an adhesive backing can be used on the ladder step or 
rung side of the strap retaining means 14 to assist in hold 
ing the can holder in position. In the rung securing ar 
rangement, as illustrated in FIG. 3, serrated teeth may 
be employed ‘as mentioned supra. 
The strap holding means may be a?ixed to the can 

holding means by welding, by the use of pins, screws, or 
rivets, or in any conventional manner of securing two 
such independent means together. 
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This invention is useful, as discussed above, to hold 
paint cans. It is further contemplated, however, that 
this invention can be used to hold other cans, including 
juice cans, etc. When so using this invention, a sure grip 
is realized and a medium is provided whereby said cans 
may easily ‘be poured. 

Although I have shown and described the preferred 
forms of my invention, it is to be understood that I do 
not intend to be limited speci?cally to ‘what is shown and 
described herein. Those skilled in the art to which this 
‘invention pertains will after having read my disclosure 
notice modi?cations and variations hereof which ‘do not 
depart from the spirit of my invention. I therefore do not 
wish to be limited to the precise details of construction 
set forth, but desire to avail myself of such variations and 
modi?cations of my invention as come within the scope 
of the appended claims. 

I claim: 
1. A unitary can holder comprising: 
a holder formed from a strip of material con?gured as 

a major portion of a circle, the strip ‘being of sul? 
cient strength to support a can and of su?icient re 
siliency to receive a can; 

a strap type support securely af?xed to the holder in 
termediate the ends thereof and extending away 
therefrom, the support being con?gured to grasp a 
horizontal support of a ladder and thereby retain 
the can holder on the ladder, the support including 

a ?rst upstanding segment adjacent the holder adapted 
to ‘abut the leading edge of a ladder step; 

a second generally horizontal segment, secured to the 
?rst segment, adapted to overlie the load receiving 
portion of the step; and 

a third depending segment, secured to the second seg 
ment and spaced from the ?rst segment, adapted to 
abut the trailing edge of the step; and 

a handle on the support opposite from the holder. 
2. The can holder of claim 1 wherein the second seg 

ment of the support is vertically upwardly spaced from the 
uppermost edge of the holder when the can holder is posi 
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tioned on a ladder step for positioning the upper edge 
of the can below the second segment. 

3. A unitary can holder comprising: 
a holder formed from a strip of material con?gured 

as a major portion of a circle, the strip being of su?i 
cient strength to support a "can and of sufficient re 
siliency to receive a can; 

a strap type support securely af?xed to the holder in 
termediate the ends thereof and extending away 
therefrom, the support ‘being con?gured to grasp a 
horizontal support of a ladder and thereby retain 
the can holder on the ladder, the support including 

a segment forming a major portion of a circle and hav 
ing a plurality of inwardly directed teeth thereon 
for increasing the forces holding the segment on a 
ladder rung, the segment being adapted to surround 
closely a ladder rung through a major portion of the 
circumference thereof; and 

a handle on the support opposite from the holder. 
4. The can holder of claim 3 wherein the uppermost 

portion of the segment is vertically upwardly spaced from 
the uppermost edge of the holder when the can holder is 
positioned on a ladder rung for positioning the upper edge 
of the can below the segment. 
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