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This invention relates to the art of storage stands and 
in particular has reference to a storage stand having a 
retractable cover. 

This invention has particular utility to the storage of 
newspapers at pre-selected distribution points but may 
also have equal applicability to other uses as well. 
At the present time newspapers destined for home 

delivery are generally assembled at the publishing plant 
into bundles containing pre-selected numbers of papers. 
These bundles are then identi?ed by labeling or stamp 
ing with the name of the carrier or newspaper boy and 
the location of the distribution point. 
The bundles are then transported to the various dis 

tribution points and generally are merely deposited on 
the ground until such time as the individual newspaper 
boy retrieves the same to begin his house-to-house 
delivery. 

It has been found in practice that in the normal in 
stance varying amounts of time will elapse between the 
time the bundles are deposited at the distribution points 
and the time the papers are picked up by the newspaper 
boy. 

In periods of inclement weather such as when it is 
raining or snowing the papers are often damaged during 
this period of time by the elements to the ultimate 
inconvenience and dissatisfaction of the customer. 

While it would be physically possible to wrap the 
bundles in protective materials to alleviate this problem 
the cost of the same would be prohibitive in the normal 
instance. 

Accordingly, it has been found that ‘by providing a 
rigid stand that the bundles may be deposited on such 
a stand and held free and clear of any surface moisture. 

It has further been found that by providing a cover 
that can be moved into and out of covering relation 
ship with the top of said stand that the papers can also 
be protected from the elements such as rain or snow. 

Furthermore, it has been discovered that if the cover 
element is provided with means to normally urge the 
same to uncovered relationship and if locking elements 
are provided to hold the same in covering relationship 
that papers deposited on the stand can be easily covered 
and uncovered and that the cover may be retained in 
place securely. 

Accordingly, production of an improved newspaper 
storage stand of the type having the above advantages 
becomes the principal object of this invention, with other 
objects thereof vbecoming more apparent upon a read 
ing of the following brief speci?cation, considered and 
interpreted in light of the accompanying drawings. 
Of the drawings: 
FIGURE 1 is a perspective view of the improved stand 

showing newspapers in place thereon and the cover in 
covering relationship. _ 

FIGURE 2 is a sectional view taken along the lines 
2—-2 of FIGURE 1. 
FIGURE 3 is an end elevation of the improved stand 

showing the cover member in retracted position. 
FIGURE 4 is a side elevation partially broken away 

and in section showing the cover member in retracted 
position. 

Turning ?rst then to a description of the stand itself 
attention is ?rst directed to FIGURE 1 wherein the 
base, generally indicated by the numeral 10, is shown 
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supporting a retractable cover member 20 that may be 
withdrawn for the purpose of covering a stack of news 
papers received on base 10. 
The base 10 per se includes opposed parallel side walls 

11 and 12 and opposed parallel end walls 13 and 14, 
secured at right angles to said side walls so as to basi 
cally form a box of rectangular con?guration in plan. 

Over-lying the side and end Walls is a top member 15 
with this member being shown, in the form of the in 
vention disclosed herein, as an integral extension of side 
member 12 with it being understood that the top mem 
ber could be a separate piece if desired. 

It will also be noted from FIGURES 1, 2 and 3 that 
top member 15 has a scalloped top surface consisting 
of parallel longitudinal depressions 15b, 15b intercon 
nected by ‘a series of longitudinal ridges 15c, 15c. Dis~ 
posed in random positions in the depressions 15b, 15b 
are a series of holes 15d, 15d and in this fashion any 
moisture which accumulates on the top 15 of the base 
10 will tend to accumulate in the depressions 15b, 15b 
and drain through the holes 15d, 15d. Similarly the 
papers P, when placed on the top of the stand 10, will 
tend to rest on ridges 15c, 15c and thus be suspended 
above ‘any moisture which may have accumulated on 
the top of the stand. 

Turning next then to the means for covering the papers 
P once the same have been placed on the stand 10 it 
should be noted that side wall 11 has a longitudinal 
?ange 11a on its top edge while top member 15 is 
turned down adjacent side 11 and has a reverse ?ange 
15a thereon that is spaced from ?ange 11a of side wall 
11. The result of this structure is to form an elongate 
opening 16 in the side of the base 10 between ?anges 
11a and 15a for purposes to be described below. 
Turning next then to the cover mechanism it will be 

noted that a spring loaded roll 30 is journaled between 
the end walls 13 and 14 of the base 10. This roll 30 
is secured for rotational movement on axle 31 which is 
in turn secured to the end walls 13 and 14 by con 
ventional nuts and bolts 32, 32. The roll 30 is actu 
ated by spring 33 in conventional fashion often used in 
Window shade construction which tends to urge the roll 
in counterclockwise direction in the form of the inven 
tion shown. 
One end of cover 20 is secured to roll 30 which is 

constructed of ?exible material such as canvas. The 
remainder of the cover 20 is normally wrapped about 
roll 30 with the opposed end thereof carrying a rigid 
elongate plate 21. This end of the cover is shown as 
slightly tapered for access through slot 16 and plate 21 
substantially covers the end of the cover to give added 
stability thereto and also to prevent fraying. The plate 
21 in turn has a wedge-shaped, rigid locking member 
22 releasably secured thereto by screws 22a, 22a for 
purposes to be described below. 

It should be noted here that locking member 22 is of 
such a dimension that the same will bind against ?anges 
11a and 15a so that notwithstanding the fact that spring 
33 tends to turn the roll 30 in a counterclockwise direc 
tion the end of the cover 20 cannot ‘be pulled back 
through the slot 16 and thus remains accessible to the 
user. (See FIGURE 3.) 
By the same token, the wedge-shaped locking member 

22 is releasably secured to the plate 21 so that when 
repair of roll 30 or cover 20 becomes necessary and 
it is desired to retract the end of the cover 20 through 
the opening or slot 16 the member 22 need merely be 
removed and the remaining structure will easily pass 
through the opening. 
The wedge-shaped locking member 22 also has an 

aperture 23 in its projecting end with this aperture being 
of su?icient size to engage the hook 40 that is secured 
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to the opposed side 12 of the base 10. Thus when plate 
22 is engaged on the hook 40 the cover 20 will be se 
cured in covering relationship to the base 10 notwith 
standing the fact that the spring 33 normally urges the 
cover 20 to uncovering relationship. 

In use or operation it will be assumed that the stand 
is assembled to the condition shown in FIGURE 3 with 
cover 20 retracted. The bundle of newspapers P is then 
placed on top 15 of the base and rests on the ridges 
15c, 15c thereof. 
The user need then merely grasp the locking member 

22, pull the cover 20 over the papers P and secure the 
same on the hook 40. In this position the papers will 
be protected from the elements until such time as the 
newspaper boy retrieves the same. 
When it is desired to obtain access to the papers it is 

merely necessary to unhook plate 22 from hook 40 and 
the normal force of the spring 33 will tend to return 
the cover to the position of FIGURE 3. 

It has been shown then how by providing a base with 
a retractable cover and with means for securing the 
cover in extended position that newspapers or other 
objects can be protected from the elements While per 
mitting quick and easy access to the same. 

It has also been shown how the contoured top of the 
base will also serve to protect papers stored on said’ 
base. 

It should be noted that no particular material has 
been prescribed for the base 10 with it being understood 
that any rigid material such as metal, plastic or wood 
for example could be utilized. 

Similarly while the cover 20 has been described as 
being of canvas or tarpaulin material it should be under 
stood that any ?exible fabric could be utilized with it 
being preferred that the material be substantially im 
pervious to moisture. 

Also, while the normal means for securing the cover 
20 in covering relationship is by engaging plate 22 with 
hook 40, it should be understood that in some instances 
a large number of papers may be placed on the stand 
so that the cover 20 will be of insuf?cient length to 
enable such engagement with hook 40. In this event 
the cover will be pulled out to its full extent, placed 
over the top of the papers and then the plate 22 will 
be inserted between adjacent bundles of papers with the 
weight of the papers pressing on the plate 22 being nor 
mally su?icient to retain the cover 20 in extended cover 
ing position. 
While a full and complete description of the invention 

15 

20 

4 
has been set forth in accordance with the dictates of the 
patent statutes it should be understood that the inven 
tion is not intended to be limited to the speci?c embodi 
ment herein shown. Accordingly, modi?cations there 
of may be resorted to without departing from the spirit 
hereof or the scope of the appended claims. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A protective stand of the character described, com 

prising: 
(A) a base having 

(1) opposed parallel side walls with one of said 
side Walls having an elongate opening therein, 

(2) opposed parallel end walls interconnecting 
said side Walls and 

(3) a top surface; 
(B) a ?exible retractable cover 

(1) suspended between said end walls beneath 
said top surface and 

(2) having one end projecting through said open 
ing in said side wall and 

(3) being adapted to be drawn into covering 
relationship with said top surface of said base. 

2. The device of claim 1 further characterized by the 
' presence of tension means normally urging said cover 

25 

30 

out of covering relationship with said base. 
3. The device of claim 2 further characterized by the 

presence of means carried by said cover and adapted 
to prevent full retraction of said cover through said 
opening. 

4. The device of claim 3 further characterized by the 
fact that said last mentioned means are releasably se 
cured to said cover. 

5. The device of claim 2 further characterized by the 
presence of locking means carried by said cover and 
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said opposed side wall whereby said cover may be 
retained in covering relationship with said top surface 
of said base. 

6. The device of claim 1 further characterized by the 
fact that said top surface has a series of longitudinal 
ridges thereon whereby articles received on said top sur 
face will rest on said ridges. ' 
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