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This invention relates to a playground swing for chil 
dren and more particularly to a double adjustable arm 
safety sling for this class of swings. 

Playground swings for children commonly consist of 
a seat, held in a suspended condition by a pair of suspen 
sion cables, ropes, chains or the like, which are fastened 
overhead, allowing the child sitting on the seat to per 
form, actively or passively, a very pleasurable swinging 
motion. 
The educational value of such pleasurable exercise is 

very great since it provides an opportunity for the child 
to acquire the habit of adapting himself actively to cer~ 
tain danger situations. There is no doubt that danger 
‘situations exist in the use of a playground swing. Having 
gone successfully through experiencing and avoiding cer 
tain hazardous situations, the child is prepared to see simi 
lar danger situations in advance. It will then be con 
ditioned to reacting in advance to certain kinds of pos 
sible perils involved in the climbing of the swing by 
means of momentum which the child himself or the nurse 
or other supervisory persons impart to the swing. The 
value of such conditioning lies in the fact that the ac 
quired safety habits are capable of being transferred to 
many similar danger situations occurring in everyday 
life, thus making the child more con?dent in dealing with 
them. 

In the last few decades the use of playground swings 
has Ebeen greatly cur-tailed due to the relatively large 
number of accidents which have occurred, in spite of 
the presence of a nurse or other supervisory personnel. 
This is due to the fact that the danger of a serious acci 
dent is greatest at the height of the are through which the 
child swings and at this moment the supervisory person 
cannot intervene. The child that slips at this moment 
from the seat will land with his head on the ground 
which of course may lead to permanent crippling or even 
fatal injuries. Nothing can be learned from crippling 
accidents. 
Many safety devices for children’s swings have already 

been proposed, but insofar as they remove all danger they 
make the swing less attractive to the child, and, what is 
more important, they lose their educational training value. 
The child must actually experience the feeling that it is 
not absolutely safe in order to activate his propensity for 
adaptation to disturbing situations and therefore there 
is no training, no conditioning with respect to reacting 
adeqautely to possible dangers. 

It is the objective of the present invention to construct 
a safety device which will greatly diminish the serious 
ness of possible accidents without reducing the educa 
tional training value of swings and without lessening their 
pleasurable character. 

It is another object of this invention to construct such 
a safety device which can be manufactured and used 
at very low costs and with a minimum of instructions to 
both the supervisory person and the child. 

These and other objects of the invention are obtained 
by a device which consists according to the invention of 
a pair of hand safety slings or loops, adjustable to the 
size of the child’s wrist. The slings or loops, which 
are preferably of the well known self adjustable type, 
are secured to snap hooks which can be safely attached 
to pre-selected positions on the suspension means (cables, 
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ropes or chains) which hold the seat of the swing in sus 
pension. The snap hooks are preferably attached per 
manently, e.g. by a piece of string or wire, to the suspen 
sion means in such a manner as to allow different adjust 
ments of the snap hooks to the suspension means in ac 
cordance to the height of the child. 
A preferred embodiment of the invention is illustrated 

in the accompanying drawing in which— 
FIG. 1 is a perspective view of a commonly used 

swing having the double adjustable hand safety sling ac 
cording to the invention; 

FIG. 2 is an enlarged perspective view of the safety 
sling secured to a snap hook; and 
FIG. 3 is a perspective view showing how the child’s 

hold on the suspension means is secured by the safety 
device of the invention. 

Like reference numerals in the ?gures indicate like 
parts. 

The swing shown in FIG. 1 consists of the usual seat 
member 1 to the respective ends of which are attached 
hooks 2. Each of the two supporting chains 3 is secured 
to these hooks 2 by ropes 4. The hand sling 5 consists 
of ?exible material for instance, as shown in FIG. 2, of a 
leather strap 6 with loops 7 to adjust the sling 5 to the 
size of the child’s wrist. The sling 5 may also be of the 
self-adjusting type, tightening itself by the weight of 
the child should the child slip from the seat. 
The sling 5 is attached to a snap book 8 that can be 

snapped into any of the links of the chain 3. A piece of 
wire or rope 9 is permanently attached to both the snap 
hook 8 and the chain 3 preventing accidental loss of the 
safety slings 5. 

After the child is seated on the seat member 1 the 
slings 5 .are ?rst adjusted to the size of the child’s wrist 
and then the snap hooks 8 are secured to the appropriate 
links of the chains 3 so as to adjust their distance from 
the seat member 1 to the height of the child. The child’s 
hands will now be in both slings 5 and hold the chains 
3 in the manner indicated in FIG. 3. 

If cables or ropes are substituted as suspension means 
in place of the chains 3, appropriate loops or the like 
may be securely fastened to the cables or ropes into which 
to snap the snap hooks 8. 

If the child accidentally slips from the seat, its hands 
will remain in the slings 5 even if it lets go of the sup 
porting chains 3. It can then pull itself up on the seat 1 
or stop the swinging motion with the help of its feet, 
or be rescued from its hanging position by the supervisory 
person. Even if the slings 5 should let the hands of the 
child slip through, they will act as a brake, which slows 
down the fall and changes the position of the child dur 
ing the fall in such a way that it will land not on its head 
but on its feet. Severe accidents are thus prevented, 
without making the pleasurable character of the swing 
less attractive and without impairing the educational 
value of the swing as a means of conditioning the child 
to adapting itself to possible danger situations. 

It will be apparent to those skilled in the art that many 
changes and variations of the above described embodi 
ment of my invention may be carried out within the scope 
of the inventive idea de?ned in the following claims. 

I claim: 
1. A safety device for playground swings for children 

in which a seat is held in a suspended condition by a 
pair of suspension members which are suspended over 
head to allow a swing motion comprising: 

(a) a pair of freely hanging ?exible slings of ?xed size 
large enough to permit insertion of the hand of a 
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child therethrough, a keeper on each of said slings, 
and 

(b) means for attaching the upper end of one of each 
of said slings to each suspension member, 

said slings being adapted to be tightened when hands 
are inserted through them to grasp the upper part of 
the slings in the hand and pulling the corresponding 
keeper downwardly. 

2. A safety device as set forth in claim 1 wherein the 
suspension members are chains and the means for at 
taching the slings are books insertable in the links of the 
chains. 
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