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This invention relates to a wire clip, and more particu 
larly to a clip adapted to be mounted in mortised slots 
of wall studs for extending Wiring along the walls. 

In conventional house construction the wiring is usually 
extended through the walls ‘by drilling holes through the 
2 x 4 studding and extending the wiring through the drilled 
holes. In wall structures that are relatively thin, for 
example in the walls of mobile homes and the like, the 
studding is also relatively thin and the drilling of holes 
through the studding is not a practical way of extending 
wiring through such walls. It has therefore been the 
practice in the case of mobile homes to mortise slots 
in the edges of the relatively thin studding and then 
nail sheet metal wire clips in said slots, so that the 
?nish wall covering can be mounted on the studs ?ush with 
the edges thereof. ‘ 

The present invention has for its primary object the 
elimination of the requirement for nailing such wire clips 
to the studs. A further object of the invention resides 
in the provision of a wire clip that can vbe securely mount 
ed within a mortised slot of a wall stud readily and with 
out the use of additional fastening means. Other objects 
and advantages of the present invention will become ap 
parent from the following description and drawings, in 
which: 

FIG. 1 is an end view of the wire clip of the present 
invention. 

FIG. 2 is a rear elevational view of the clip. 
FIG. 3 is a fragmentary perspective view of a wall 

stud, showing the manner in which the clip of the present 
invention is mounted thereon. 

FIG. 4 is a fragmentary sectional view of a wall with 
the clip of the present invention mounted thereon. 

Referring to the drawings, the clip of the present 
invention, which is generally designated v10, comprises 
a U-shaped sheet metal strap having legs 12 and 14 con 
nected by a bight portion 16. Leg 12 is longer than 
leg 14, and at the free end thereof leg 12 is formed with 
a pair of pointed prongs 18. The other leg 14 of the 
clip is V-shaped at its ‘free end to provide an inclined lip 
20 and an abutment 22. At the bight portion 16 of the 
clip there is provided a tab 26. Tab 26 is struck out of 
the bight portion 16 and extends generally from the lower 
end of leg 12 at an angle of about 30° to 45 ° to the 
plane of leg 12. The free end of tab 26 includes 
a relatively sharp edge 28 at the junction ‘between the 
relatively ?at face 30 and the sheared end face 32 of the 
tab. 
When it is desired to use the wire clip for extending 

the wiring along studding, as is indicated at 34, the front 
.face 36 of the studding is fashioned with a rectangular 
notch 38. The depth of notch 38, as is shown in FIG. 
4, corresponds-generally with the dimension of the wire 
cli-p between the outer faces of the legs 12 and 14. The 
length of notch 38 is somewhat shorter than the total 
length of the wire clip between the ends of prongs 1.8 
and the edge 28 of tab 26. The notches 38 are formed 
in the studding at the locations where it is desired to 
extend the wiring. In the conventional arrangement the 
wiring consists of two- or three-wire cable commonly re 
ferred to as ‘Romex. The wire clip 10 is utilized for 
supporting the Romex cable on the studding 34 by in 
serting the wire clip into the notch 38 in the manner 
illustrated in FIG. 3. The clip is inserted into the notch 
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38 in angled relation with the prongs 18 engaging the 
upper inner corner 40 of the notch. The bight portion 
16 of the clip is then tapped with a hammer or similar 
tool to drive the prongs 18 into the wood a distance suf? 
cient to enable the clip to be pivoted about these prongs 
into the notch at its lower end. The prongs 18 are not 
driven into the lumber a distance suf?cient to enable 
the clip to be pivoted freely into the notch; they are 
driven into the wood a distance such that when the clip 
is pivoted into the notch the tab 26 interfers with the 
lower face 42 of the notch and digs into this face, as 
illustrated in FIG. 4. With the clip positioned in the notch, 
as shown in BIG. 4, it is ?rmly held in place by the prongs 
1'8 and the tab 26. Since the sharp edge 28 and the 
sheared face 32 penetrate into the wood, as illustrated, thev 
tab 26 tends to dig deeper into the wood when it is 
attempted to pull the wire clip out of the notch 38. It 
will be appreciated, of course, that the clip can be re 
moved from notch 38 if a sui?cient outward pull is 
applied thereto. However, prongs 1'8 and tab 26 perform 
su?icient retention to prevent accidental displacement 
of the wire clip ‘from notch 38. 

Legs 12 and 14 are spaced apart a distance only 
slightly greater than the narrow dimension of the Romex 
cable with which the clip is intended to be used. Abut 
ment 22 is spaced from leg 12 a distance slightly less 
than the narrow dimension of the Romex cable, so as 
to prevent the Romex cable from freely slipping out 
of the clip. Insertion of the Romex cables into the clip 
is facilitated by the inclined lip 20, as is shown in FIG. 4. 

I claim: 
1. A clip adapted to be mounted in a slot mortised 

in a wood stud ‘for retaining wires comprising a -U-shaped 
strap, one leg of which is longer than the other, the 
longer leg of the strap having prong means at its free 
end adapted to penetrate into one end of the mortised 
slot in a stud and the bight portion of the U having 
a tab struck outwardly therefrom for engaging the op 
posite end of the slot. 

2. A clip as called for in claim ‘1, wherein said tab 
extends generally in a direction from the longer leg of 
the clip toward the plane of the shorter leg and is in 
clined at an angle of less than 90°. 

3. A clip adapted to be mounted in a slot ‘mortised 
in a wood stud for retaining wires comprising a U-shaped 
strap, one leg of which is longer than the other, the 
longer leg of the strap having prong means at its free 
end adapted to penetrate into one end of the mortised 
slot in a stud and the 'bight portion of the U having a 
tab projecting outwardly therefrom for engaging the 
opposite end of the slot. 

4. A clip as called .for in claim 3 formed of sheet 
metal. 

5. A clip adapted to be mounted in a slot mortised in 
a wood stud for retaining wires comprising a U-shaped 
strap having a pair of generally parallel legs connected 
together by a rounded bight portion, one of said legs 
being longer than the other, the free end of the longer 
leg being provided with prong means projecting therefrom 
in the plane of the leg as an extension thereof and 
adapted to penetrate into one end of the mortised slot, 
the bight portion of the -U having a tab struck outwardly 
therefrom, said tab extending generally in the direction 
from the plane of the longer leg toward the plane of 
the shorter leg at an angle of less than 90° to the plane 
of the longer leg. 

6. A clip as called for in claim 5, wherein the free 
end of the shorter leg is turned outwardly away from 
the plane of the longer leg to facilitate insertion of 

7. A clip as called for in claim 5, wherein the shorter 
wires between said legs. 



3 
leg of the U is fashioned with a generally V-shaped free 
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end with the apex of the V displaced toward the plane u 
of the‘longer leg of the U. " 

‘8. A clip adapted to be mounted in a slot mortised 
in a wood stud for retaining wires comprising a U-shaped 
strap having a pair of generally flat parallel legs con 
nected by a generally rounded bight portion, one of 
said legs being longer than the other, the longer leg 
having prongs extending from the free end thereof in 
a direction longitudinally of the leg in the plane thereof, 
the rounded bight portion having a tab struck outwardly 
therefrom, the tab being connected to the clip ‘generally 
at the junction of the longer leg and the bight portion 
and extending angularly outwardly beyond the bight por 
tion in a direction toward the plane of the shorter leg. 

9. A clip as called for in claim 8, wherein the free 
end of the tab lies generally in the medial plane between 
the legs and presents a sharp edge at its free end. 

10. A clip as called for in claim 9, wherein the tab 
is inclined to the plane of the longer leg and at an angle 
of about 30° to 45°. 

11. 'In combination, a wall structure which includes an 
upright wood stud, said stud having a generally rectangular 
slot in one edge thereof which extends transversely across 
the stud, a clip for said slot comprising a generally 
U-shaped strap having a pair of legs of unequal length 
connected together by a bight portion, the longer leg 
being generally flat and lying against the base of the 
slot, prong means at the free end of the longer leg 
penetrating into the wood at one end of the slot, the 
bight portion having ‘a tab struck outwardly therefrom, 
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said tab at its free end penetrating into the wood at 
the opposite end of the slot, said tab extending toward 
the‘opposite -face'of the slot and ‘being inclined to the 
edge of the wood de?ning the adjacent end of the slot 
so as to dig into the wood and tending to prevent re 
moval of the clip from the slot by rotation of the 
clip about said prong means as an axis, and wires ex 
tending transversely of the stud and, between the legs of 
the clip. _, 

12. The combination called for in claim 11, wherein the 
free end of the shorter leg is spaced from the end of 
the slot a distance to enable insertion of wires into the 
‘space betweenthe legs from the open face of the slot. 

13. The combination called for in claim 12, wherein the 
shorter le-g has its extreme free edge portion inclined 
in a direction outwardly of the slot and the portion 
adjacent thereto projecting inwardly of the slot beyond 
the general plane of the shorter leg to form an abutment 
adjacent the free end of the shorter leg which tends to 
retain the wires between the legs. 
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