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ROOF SNOW GUARD _ 

Joseph D. Zaleski, 100 S. Mountain Drive, 
New Britain, Conn. 06015 

Filed May 4, 1964, Ser. No. 364,396 
3 Claims. (CI. 52-24) 

This invention relates to a roof snow guard of a type 
adapted to be engaged on existing shingles in a roof, a 
plurality of such guards being employed in spaced loca 
tions on the roof to prevent snow packed thereon from 
sliding off in a mass such as could cause injury to persons 
or shrubbery or other property. 

This application is a continuation-in-part of application, 
Serial No. 268,060 ?led March 26, ‘1963 (now abandoned). 
As will be described more fully hereinafter, a roof 

guard provided in keeping with the present invention is 
made of copper or other weather-resistant metal in strip 
form which can be bent to the desired ?nal shape but 
which is su?iciently rigid to maintain its structural integrity 
in such ?nal shape. 
The guard comprises three parts, a base, a web, and a 

foot. The base consists of two superimposed strips which 
are connected together for strength, the ‘said base being 
insertable between shingles in overlapping courses, ‘and the 
upper end of the base is provided with a hook for engaging 
the guard on the upper edge of a shingle in the underlying 
course. The web comprises a strip secured to the lower 
end portion of the base to stand substantially in a plane 
normal to the base and extending longitudinally thereof. 
The web constitutes a support rib for the foot which is a 
strip bent into a T-shape for connection to the web and 
to reside in a plane substantially normal to the base and 
transversely thereof. It is the foot which acts as a stop 
to prevent snow from sliding off the roof. 

It is the general object of this invention to provide an 
economical snow guard, easy to install and durable in use, 
which is of the aforedescribed general type and which con 
stitutes an improvement over the snow guards shown in the 
Campbell Patents 1,475,931 and 1,530,233. 
A more speci?c object of the invention is to provide 

a snow guard of the aforementioned type which is partic 
ularly adapted for installation on tile roofs or tile shingles. 
The drawings show preferred embodiments of the inven 

tion and such embodiments will be described, but it will be 
understood that various changes may be made from the 
construct-ions disclosed, and that the drawings and descrip 
tion are not to be construed as de?ning or limiting the 
scope of the invention, the claims forming a part of this 
speci?cation being relied upon for that purpose. 
Of the drawings: 
FIG. 1 is a perspective view of a corner of a steep roof 

showing the location of a plurality of the snow guards 
provided in accordance with the present invention; 

FIG. 2 is a perspective view of ‘a ?rst form of a snow 
guard provided in keeping with this invention; 

FIG. 3 is a plan view of the partially formed base ele 
ment of the snow guard; 

FIG. 4 is a perspective view of the partially formed 
web element of the snow ‘guard; 

FIG. 5 is a perspective view of the partially formed foot 
element of the snow guard; 

FIG. 6 is an enlarged vertical cross-sectional view taken 
through the lower end of the snow guard as indicated by 
the lines 6——6 of FIG. 2; 

FIG. 7 is a perspective view similar to FIG. 2 showing 
an alternative form of snow guard which is particularly 
adapted for installation on tile roofs; and 
FIG. 8 is a side elevational view of the snow guard 

shown in FIG. 7. i 
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As illustrated in FIG. 1, the snow guards 10, 10 of this 

invention are preferably regularly spaced on a roof so 
that they will cooperate to prevent packed snow from 
sliding oif the roof and causing injury to persons or animals 
and damage to property. 
As illustrated, and as has been mentioned, a snow guard 

19 has a ?at base element 12 provided with a hook 14 at 
its upper end so that the said base element can be inserted 
and secured between shingles of overlapping courses. 
That is, a base portion of snow guard 10 is slid over the 
top of a shingle S1 so that its hook 14 will engage the 
upper edge of said shingle and/ or the upper edge of an 
adjacent shingle in the same course. When hook is 
properly engaged with the upper edge of the underlying 
shingle S1, the lower end portion of snow guard, compris 
ing a web 16 and a foot 18, will be disposed adjacent the 
edge of a shingle S2 in the overlapping course of shingles 
above the course containing the shingle S1. Thus, the 
foot 18 is positioned to project into snow on the roof and 
to cooperate with the feet of other similar snow guards to 
stop packed snow 1from sliding. 

Turning now to the construction of the base 12, with 
particular reference to FIGS. 2 and 3, it will be seen that 
the said base comprises two strips of weather-resistant 
metal, such as copper, the upper strip being denoted by the 
reference numeral 20 and the lower by reference numeral 
22. A central portion of the plies 20 and 22 at their com 
mon upper end is bent downwardly and rearwardly to 
form the hook 14. This leaves two isapced prongs 24, 24 
at the upper end of the base which facilitate the installation 
of the guard between overlapping shingles. 

It Will be observed that in forming and bending the hook 
14, 1a ?rst portion 26 thereof is bent downwardly and then 
rearwardly substantially parallel with the base 12. This 
portion 26 serves to clinch the plies 20‘ and 22 of the base 
12 together to maintain their structural integrity. The 
second portion 28 of the hook 14 is inclined downwardly 
and rearwardly from the ?rst portion 26 about a hinge , 
line or bend line 30. When installing the guard between 
overlapping shingles, the hook portion 28 will be bent up 
wardly toward the base 12 until it passes over the upper 
edge of an underlying shingle such as the shingle S1, and 
it will then spring downwardly to engage said upper edge 
and retain the ‘guard 10 in position on the roof. 
The end of the base opposite the hook 14 has a reduced 

width portion 32 and is provided with a central longitu— 
dinally extending slot 34 and with a similar slot 36 spaced 
upwardly therefrom. The slot 34 is provided to de?ne a 
pair of tongues 38, 38 on the lower end of the base which 
are to be bent over a portion of the web 16 to clinch the 
base plies 20 and 22 together and to help secure the web 
in place, as shown in FIG. 2. The slots 36 is provided 
to receive tabs on the said web, also to help secure it in 
place, as will be described. 

Referring now to the web 14- as shown in FIGS. 2, 4 and 
6, it will be seen that this web comprises a single strip of 
the weather resistant metal and it will be observed that 
the strip is bent into ?at inverted U-shape. A tab 40 is 
formed on each end of the web strip, each tab being just 
wide enough to be inserted within the slot 36 formed on 
the base 12. The end portions 42, 42 adjacent the tabs 
40, 40 are bent or ?ared outwardly from the inverted U 
body portion of the web 16 so that they can be bent around 
reduced width portions 32 of the base, whereby the tabs 
40, 40 can both be inserted in side-by-side relationship into 
the slot 36. Thus, the inverted U-shaped body portion 
stands substantially in a vertical plane normal to the base 
12 and extends longitudinally thereof. 
The foot element 18 also comprises a single strip of 

the weather-resistant metal bent into a generally T-shape 
as shown in FIG. 5. That is, the ends of the said strip 
are bent inwardly to form a head 44- and a stem 46, the 
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said stern comprising the end portions of the strip. As 
thus formed, the end portions or stem of the T-shaped 
foot are inserted within the fold of the inverted U-shaped 
web 16 so that the head of the foot faces forwardly and 
resides in a plane which is substantially normal to and 
transversely of the base 12. 
When the web 16 and foot 18 have been assembled 

as described, the upstanding corner of the web remote 
from the foot is bent downwardly and forwardly, the 
web and foot being bent along the fold line 48 (FIGS. 4, 
5, and 7) to reinforce the grip between them. Further, 
the wings of the head 44 on the T-shaped foot 18 are 
bent rearwardly and downwardly on the fold lines 50, 50 
(FIGS. 2, 5, and 7) to reinforce the head of the foot as a 
stop against the packed snow. 

Thus, the ?rst embodiment of the snow guard as shown 
in FIGS. 1-6 is complete, and the three parts thereof 
are held as a unit, particularly when the tongues 38, 38 
of the base are bent over the outwardly ?ared portions 42, 
42 of the web as shown in FIG. 2. 
The altemative form of the invention as shown in FIGS. 

7 and 8 include substantially the same elements as the 
?rst described embodiment. More speci?cally, a base 
12a of the alternative form also comprises a double ply 
or two thickness strip of metal, and the rear end thereof 
is formed with a reduced width. rear end portion. 
Further, the web 16 and foot 18 are formed as described 
in connection with the ?rst embodiment. The only dif 
ference in the construction of the alternative form when 
compared with the ?rst form is in the form of the hook 
14a. 

In providing for the new book 14a, the lowermost ply 
of the base 12a is supplied initially in greater length than 
the upper ply 20a for the base. Then the hook 14a is 
formed for the most part from the lowermost or bottom 
ply. That is, the hook 14a is formed as shown in FIG. 7 
from a portion of the bottom ply 22a spaced from the 
upper end thereof to form a section 52 which is generally 
normal to the base 12a. A section 54 is also formed in 
the ‘bottom ply to extend forwardly and downwardly from 
the section 52, and a stiffening section 56 is formed to 
extend upwardly and forwardly from the section 54. The 
upper ply 20a is clinched over the end of the stiffening 
section 56 to from a bead 58 which helps to connect the 
plies 20a and 22a. 
The said plies are further connected together in the 

alternative form of the invention by providing at least 
one, and preferrably two, apertures in the top ply 20a. 
The bottom ply 22a is then punched into openings in 
the top ply, and the punched portions are swaged over 
the top ply to form the riveted connection or connections 
60, 60 shown in FIGS. 7 and 8. 

It will be observed that by providing the transverse 
portion 52 of the hook 14a that extends substantially nor 
mal and transversely to the base 12a, the said hook is 
offset from the base to accommodate the normal thickness 
of roofing tile or a tile shingle. The installation of the 
alternative form shown in FIGS. 7 and 8 is substantially 
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identical with the installation of the form 10 ?rst de 
scribed. That is, the tile or shingle in an upper ‘course is 
lifted su?iciently to permit the insertion of the base 12a 
of the alternative form so that the hook 14a formed there 
on can be engaged with the upper edge of the underlying 
tile or shingle. As thus engaged, the head of the foot 18 
is disposed in position at the lower edge of the uppermost 
tile to project into packed snow on a roof and to provide 
a. stop to prevent the sliding thereof. 
The invention claimed is: 
1. A roof snow guard of the type to be hooked on the 

upper edge of a shingle that is partially overlapped by 
the next higher course of shingles, said guard being made 
of weather resistant sheet metal in strip form to include 
a base, a web, and a foot, the base comprising two super 
imposed strips the lowermost of which has an upper end 
extending beyond the uppermost but which is bent down 
wardly a distance from its upper end to form a hook and 
to bring its upper end below the uppermost strip which is 
bent downwardly around the upper end of the lowermost 
strip for connection therewith, the lower end of the 
superimposed strips having a longitudinal slot de?ning 
a pair of spaced tongues, the Web comprising a strip bent 
into ?at inverted U-shape and having end portions which 
are ?ared and bent around the longitudinal edges of the 
base adjacent the lower end thereof so that the web stands 
substantially in a plane normal to the base and longi 
tudinally thereof, the foot comprising a strip having its 
ends bent inwardly to form a T-shape with said ends 
tucked into the inverted U-shaped web so that the head 
of the T-shaped foot faces toward the upper end of the 
base and resides substantially in a transverse plane nor 
mal to the base, the said base, web and foot being inter 
connected and reinforced by bending the base tongues 
over the flared end portions of the web, by bending the 
corner of the web remote from the foot downwardly into 
a closed flap upon the body of the Web, and by bend 
ing the corners of the head of the T-shaped foot into 
closed ?aps. 

2. A roof snow guard as set forth in claim 1 wherein 
the hook extends downwardly adjacent the base in a 
transverse plane substantially normal thereto and then 
is inclined downwardly and toward the lower end of the 
base. 

3. A roof snow guard as set forth in claim 1 wherein 
the uppermost of the base strips is provided with at 
least one aperture and the lowermost strip is punched 
into said aperture and bent over the edges of the aper 
ture to connect the two base strips like a rivet. 
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