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This invention relates to easels and, in particular, to 
folding easels. 
One object of this invention is to provide a folding easel 

of simple yet sturdy construction having leg units which 
fold upward into the space behind the easel panel for 
storage or transportation purposes. 

Another object is to provide a folding easel of the 
foregoing character wherein the leg units are of inverted 
U-shaped form of different widths pivoted to one another 
intermediate their ends so that the inner and outer leg 
units thus provided fold into substantially the same plane 
behind the easel panel. 
Another object is to provide a folding easel of the fore 

going character wherein one of the bridge portions or 
cross bars at the upper ends of one of the leg units is 
hinged to the easel panel structure or border frame while 
the bridge portion or cross bar of the other leg unit is 
temporarily and releasably held in its extended position 
by T-pin latches attached to a pair of folding brackets 
hinged to the easel panel structure. 

Other objects and advantages of the invention will be 
come apparent during the course of the following descrip~ 
tion of the accompanying drawings, wherein: 
FIGURE 1 is a side elevation of a folding easel, accord 

ing to one form of the invention, in its unfolded position 
of use; 
FIGURE 2 is a rear elevation of the easel shown in 

FIGURE 1, with the folded positions of the legs indicated 
in dotted lines; 
FIGURE 3 is an enlarged fragmentary cross-section, 

with the central portion omitted, taken along the line 3——3 
in FIGURE 2, showing in dotted concentric circles the 
folded positions of the tubular legs; 
FIGURE 4 is an enlarged approximately horizontal sec 

tion taken along the line 4-4 in FIGURE 1; and 
FIGURE 5 is an enlarged vertical section taken along 

the line 5—5 in FIGURE 2. 
Referring to the drawing in detail, FIGURES 1 to 3 

inclusive show a folding easel, generally designated 10, 
according to one form of the invention as consisting gen 
erally of an easel panel structure 312 provided at its upper 
end with a pad holder 14, at its lower end with a scissors 
leg unit assembly 16 held in its extended position of use 
by swinging brackets or arms 18. The leg unit assembly 
16 consists of a pair of outer and inner leg units, gener 
ally designated 20 and 22 respectively, the outer leg unit 
20 being wider than the inner leg unit 22 and the two 
being pivoted to one another by coaxial pivot devices 24. 
The outer leg unit 20 consists of parallel outer legs 

26 interconnected at their upper ends by a bridge por 
tion or cross member 28 which is hinged by a pivotal 
connection at 30 to and behind the lower edge of the 
easel panel structure 12. The inner leg unit 22 also 
consists of parallel inner legs 32 also interconnected at 
their upper ends by a bridge portion or cross member 34 
which is slightly shorter than the cross member 28 of 
the outer leg unit 20 so as to enable the inner legs 32 to 
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2 
fold into a position inside and substantially in the same 
plane as the outer legs 26, with the hinge devices 24 also 
lying in that common plane. In order to accomplish 
such folding into the same plane, the inner cross member 
34 is disposed at a slightly shorter distance from the pivot 
devices 24 than the outer cross member 28 so that the 
inner cross member 34 lies inside and parallel to the outer 
cross member 28 in the folded position of the easel. The 
legs 26 and 32, which are preferably formed from metal 
tubing, are provided at their lower ends with tips or feet 
36 preferably of rubber~like material to frictionally pre 
vent slipping and marring of the ?oor. 
The folding brackets 18 are pivotally secured by piano 

hinges 38 to plates 39 (FIGURE 4) which in turn are 
adhesively secured to the easel panel structure 12 to swing 
outwardly into positions projecting obliquely therefrom in 
the extended or “open” position of the easel 10, and 
provided with torsion springs 40 to normally swing them 
inwardly against the back of the panel structure 12 in 
the folded or closed position of the easel 10. The brack 
ets 18 are roughly L-shaped or triangular and their outer 
ends 42 swing into position immediately above the inner 
cross member 34 and carry T-headed releasable latch pins 
44 which releasably grip the edges 45 of holes in the cross 
member 34 (FIGURE 1) in the extended position of the 
easel shown in FIGURES 1 and 2. 
The easel panel structure 12 consists of a rectangular 

border frame 50 having side members 52 and top and 
bottom members 54 and 56 respectively. The hinges 30 
of the outer leg unit 20 are secured to the bottom frame 
member 56, whereas the pad holder 14 is secured to the 
top border frame member 54. The easel panel 58 (FIG 
URE 3) is secured in a groove 60 in the top, side and 
bottom border frame members 54, 52 and 56. These 
border frame members are channel extrusions, preferably 
of aluminum, with webs 62, short front ?anges 64 and 
longer intermediate and rear ?anges 66 and 68. The 
groove 6-9 in which the panel 58 is secured lies between 
the front and intermediate ?anges 64 and 66, whereas 
the intermediate and rear ?anges 66 and 68 de?ne an 
internal border recess 70 into which the leg units 20 and 
22 fold upward. 
The panel 58 is of any suitable sheet materiaLsuch 

as sheet metal, ?berboard or plastic, with or without a 
chalkboard surface thereon, as desired. The pad holder 
14 for holding the paper pad or ?ip charts consists of a 
pair of spaced pad holding pins 72 (FIGURE 1) secured 
to and projecting forwardly from the upper border frame 
member 54 and spaced laterally apart from one another. 
The pad (not shown) which lies against the front surface 
of the panel 58 is held in position by the elongated lower 
leaf '74 of a piano hinge 76, the elongated upper leaf 78 
of which is secured to the top border frame member 54. 
The lower leaf 74 is centrally notched for the passage of 
the head of a central thumb screw 80, the shank of which 
is threaded into the top border frame member 54 mid 
way between the pins 72. A slide bar 82 slidably secured 
to the lower leaf 74 adjacent its central notch slides into 
or out from under the head of the thumb screw 80, as 
more fully disclosed in my prior Patent 2,953,341, issued 
September 20, 1960. 

In the operation of the invention, let it be assumed 
that the easel is in its open or upright and extended posi 
tion with its outer and inner leg units held in the X forma 
tion by the brackets 18, and that the operator desires to 
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close it for storage or transportation. To do this, the 
operator lays the panel structure 12 face downward upon 
the floor, grasps the inner leg unit 22 with one hand and 
each of the brackets 13 in turn in the other hand, swing 
ing the former slightly around its pivots 24 to shift the 
holes 45 sufficiently to permit the heads of the T-headed 
pins 44 to be withdrawn from the holes 45. This action 
unlocks the brackets 18 from the cross member 34. The 
operator then swings the inner leg unit 22 in a counter 
clockwise direction around the hinge devices 24 so that 
it moves into substantially the same plane as the outer 
leg unit 20 with the inner cross member 34 immediately 
below and parallel to the outer cross member 28. The 
operator then swings the thus-cO-planar leg units 20 and 
22 bodily upward as a unit around the hinges 3%) as a 
pivot axis until they lie against the back of the panel 
structure 12, meanwhile holding the brackets 18 apart 
for the leg units 20 and 22 to pass between them. As a 
?nal step, the operator permits the torsion springs 40 of 
the brackets 18 to swing them inwardly toward one an~ 
other as in FIGURE 4, until they overlie the leg units 
20 and 22 and assume positions with their planes parallel 
to the plane of the easel panel 58. The legs 26 and 32 
then occupy the dotted line positions shown in FIGURES 
2 and 3. 
To open and extend or set up the easel 10, the operator 

‘reverses the procedure described above, ?rst swinging the 
outer and inner leg units 20 and 22 downward away from 
the panel structure 12, then swinging the inner leg unit 
22 clockwise relatively to the outer leg unit 20 until these 
resume the letter X formation when viewed in side eleva 
tion (FIGURE 1). Finally, he swings the two brackets 
18 outward away from the panel structure 12 until their 
T-headed pins 44 lie over the holes 45 in the inner cross 
member 34, whereupon he pulls the latter upward so 
that the T-headed pins hook under the edges of the holes 
45 (FIGURE 5), uniting the component parts of the 
easel 10 into a rigid structure. To install a paper pad 
upon the easel, the operator ?rst loosens the thumb 
screw 80, retracts the slide 82, swings up the lower hinge 
leaf 74, aligns the perforations in the pad with the two 
pins 72 and pushes the pad upon the pins 72. He then 
lowers the lower hinge leaf 74 so that its notch passes 
over the head of the thumb screw 80 and it drops in 
front of the upper portion of the pad. He then slides 
back the slide bar 82 beneath the head of the thumb 
screw 80 and ?nally tightens the thumb screw 80 to lock 
the lower hinge lead 74 solidly in position. 
The easel 10 is then used in the same manner as other 

easels, either as a support for ?ip charts or for the making 
of sketches while the user delivers a talk in the manner 
of the so-called “chalk talk.” The user turns the sheets 
upward and over the top of the padvholder 14 as he 
?nishes with each sheet. It will be understood that in 
place of the paper pad or stack of ?ip charts, a ?ber 
board sheet which is penetrable by thunitacks may be 
similarly hung on the pins 72 and used for the mounting 
of articles by thumbtacks, adhesive tape or the like. 
What I claim is: 
1. A folding easel, comprising 
a generally upright easel panel structure having a lower 

portion with a pivotal connection thereon, 
an outer leg unit having an outer cross member 

pivotally mounted in said pivotal connection and 
swingable upwardly and rearwardly therearound 
from a ground~engaging panel-supporting position 
of said outer leg unit below said lower portion of 
said easel panel structure to a storage position there~ 
above behind said panel structure, said outer leg 
unit having outer legs secured to and projecting 
transversely from said outer cross member, 

an inner leg unit having an inner cross member of 
shorter length than said outer cross member dis 
posed in spaced parallel relationship therewith and 
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4 
having inner legs secured to and projecting trans~ 
versely from said inner cross member, 

pivot means pivotally connecting said inner leg unit 
to said outer leg unit upon a pivot axis spaced 
away from said cross members, 

and means extending from said easel panel structure 
to said inner leg unit for releasably holding said 
inner leg unit in angular inclined relationship to 
said outer leg unit. 

2. A folding easel, comprising 
a generally upright easel panel structure, 
an outer leg unit having an outer cross member 

pivotally connected to the lower portion of said 
easel panel structure and having outer legs secured 
to and projecting transversely from said outer cross 
member, 

an inner leg unit having an inner cross member of 
shorter length than said outer cross member dis 
posed in spaced parallel relationship therewith and 
having inner legs secured to and projecting trans 
versely from said inner cross member, 

pivot means pivotally connecting said inner leg unit 
to said outer leg unit upon a pivot axis spaced away 
from said cross members, 

and means extending from said easel panel structure 
to said inner leg unit for releasably holding said 
inner leg unit in angular inclined relationship to 
said outer leg unit, 

said holding means including a swinging member 
pivotally connected to said easel panel structure 
and swingable relatively thereto in an approxi 
mately horizontal direction into releasable locking 
engagement with said inner cross member of said 
inner leg unit. 

3. A folding easel, according to claim 2, wherein said 
swinging member has a latch element thereon releasably 
engageable with said inner cross member of said inner 
leg unit. 

4. A folding easel, comprising 
a generally upright easel panel structure, 
an outer leg unit having an outer cross member 

pivotally connected to the lower portion of said easel 
panel structure and having outer legs secured to 
and projecting transversely from said outer cross 
member, 

an inner leg unit having an inner cross member of 
shorter length than said outer cross member dis 
posed in spaced parallel relationship therewith and 
having inner legs secured to and projecting trans 
versely from said inner cross member, 

pivot means pivotally connecting said inner leg unit 
to said outer leg unit upon a pivot axis spaced away 
from said cross members, 

and means extending from said easel panel structure 
to said inner leg unit for releasably holding said 
inner leg unit in angular inclined relationship to 
said outer leg unit, 

said easel panel structure including an open-centered 
border frame having laterally-spaced opposite side 
frame members and vertically-spaced top and bottom 
frame members interconnecting said side frame 
members, and also including an easel panel mounted 
upon said border frame, said outer cross member 
being pivotally connected to said bottom frame 
member, said outer and inner leg units being swing 
able around said pivot means into substantially co 
planar relationship and also swingable unitarily 
around said outer cross member upwardly and rear 
wardly behind said easel panel into substantially 
parallel relationship therewith. 

5. A folding easel, according to claim 4, wherein said 
frame members comprise inwardly-facing channel mem 
bers and wherein said easel panel is secured to said frame 
members forwardly thereof and de?nes an open-backed 
compartment receiving said outer and inner leg units in 
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their upwardly and rearwardly swung positions thereof 
behind said easel. 

6. A folding easel, according to claim 5, wherein said 
holding means includes a pair of swinging arms pivotally 
connected to said side frame members and swingable 
relatively thereto toward and away from said easel and 
one another in approximately horizontal directions from 
retracted positions adjacent said easel panel to extended 
positions projecting outwardly therefrom into releasable 
locking engagement with said inner leg unit. 
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