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This invention relates to an attachment for the usual 
motor operated hair clippers for the purpose of creating 
a partial vacuum or suction at the cutting blades of the 
hair clippers for drawing the cut hair away from the cut 
ting blades while the clippers are in operation. 

For several years it has been realized that severed 
hairs resulting from the hair cutting operation have 
been particularly bothersome both to barbers and to 
customers. Small ‘cut hairs accumulate under barbers’ 
?ngernails and extremely small hairs have been known 
to ?nd their way into barbers’ mouths around their teeth. 
Cut hairs. falling on a customer’s nose, ears and around 
his neck inside the collar are especially irritating. In 
addition many small children do not like hair gowns, 
and neck strips. In summertime these are uncomfort 
‘able even to adults. 

With a view toward overcoming these barbering prob 
lems, efforts have been made to provide vacuum means 
whereby hair is conveniently sucked in at the point of 
cutting of the clipper cutting blades to be drawn through 
a suction tube to a disposal point. Various vacuum at 
tachments worthy of universal adoption and use are in 
existence. However for one reason or another their 
efforts have not resulted in widespread acceptance or 
endorsement. 
An object of this invention, therefore, is the provision 

of a vacuum operated attachment for barbers’ clippers 
which draws the cut hair from the area of the clippers 
to a container, rendering barbering more sanitary for 
.both the barber and the customer. 

Another object is to provide a vacuum operated device 
capable of attachment to all electric clippers but which 
nevertheless is relatively inexpensive to manufacture. 

Still another object of the invention is the provision 
of a vacuum attachment for barbers’ clippers which does 
not make necessary a change in the way the clippers are 
held by the barber. 

Exemplary of the state of the art are those vacuum 
attachments which are contoured to ?t the barber clip 
‘pers. These attachments of course increase the size of 
the body of clippers making it uncomfortable to hold 
and somewhat more difficult to use. This type of vacuum 
device is either integral with the clippers, forming a sec 
tion or part of the top thereof, being substituted for the 
upper part of the clipper casing or secured to the top 
casing at several points along the surface thereof. 

Other vacuum attachment devices are adapted to be 
bolted flush against the top of the clippers directly behind 
the clipper cutting blades. The position makes it neces 
sary for theoutlet tube or back end of the ‘device to lie 
along the body of the clippers, getting in the way of 
the user. We believe that the change in the manner of 
holding the clippers or the obstruction of vision of many 
vacuum attachments may well be the reason such devices 
have not been widely accepted. 

Another reason prior art devices have not attained 
wider use is believed due to the fact that many barbers 
use diiferent clippers for different jobs, usually using 
two clippers during a normal hair cutting operation. The 
known vacuum attachment devices are so constructed that 
they either ?t a particular clipper or are bolted thereto. 
As a consequence it is not possible to switch the device 
from one hair trimmer to another. 
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While the ability to hold the clippers in the customary 

manner and the need to use different devices on different 
clippers are important, we believe that the biggest draw 
back in known vacuum attachments is their ?xed distance 
from the clipper cutting blades. It should be possible 
to change this distance when conditions require such a 
change. Thus the vacuum attachment should be as close 
as possible to the cutting blades, but this distance may 
depend upon the nature of a customer’s skin. An ad 
justment for a young person frequently is unsuitable for 
an older or stouter person whose skin is not as tightly 
drawn. Oftentimes suction of one’s skin because the 
nozzle is too close for a particular individual means that 
the clippers cannot be used. According to this invention 
the distance between the vacuum attachment and the cut 
ting blades can be varied. Consequently the vacuum 
clippers contemplated herein can be employed in all situa 
tions. The invention thus provides means for remov 
ing hair by vacuum action which is cut by the clippers, 
through the use of an attachment which includes a nozzle 
adapted to connect to a ?exible hose leading to a source 
of pertial vacuum, and a plate secured to the underside 
of the nozzle and extending beyond the sides of the 
nozzle, in combination with a clip for attachment of the 
plate to the clipper body. ’ 
The vacuum operated hair clippers and the advantages 

derived from their use can perhaps best be understood by 
reference to the accompanying drawing. 

FIG. 1 is one well-known type of barbers’ clippers 
showing the entire invention. 

FIG. 2 shows the clip of this invention attached to 
another well-known type of clippers. 

FIGS. 3 and 4 illustrate one type of clip of the in 
vention. 
FIGS. 5 and 6 show a different type of clip. 
FIG. 7 is a nozzle of this invention. 
Referring now speci?cally to the drawing, it can be 

seen that the vacuum attachment device of this invention 
entails a separable nozzle 2 and clip» 4. The clip 4, 
as shown in FIGS. 3 and 4, will be described ?rst. Clip 
4 has a gene-rally elongated base 6 contoured “to ?t the top 
casing or other‘ surface of clippers 8 or 10. ‘The clip 
.of FIG. 1 thus has a ?at base at 6a whereas the base 
6b shown in FIG. 2 is slightly arcu-ate. For attachment 
to the clipper body, clip 4 contain holes to match bolts 
in the upper clipper casing near the clipper cutting blades 
12. The most widely used clippers contain either one 
or two bolts in the clipper head. For those clippers con 
taining one bolt, a clip 4’ having only a single hole 14 
is necessary (FIG. 5 and FIG. 6). For other clippers 
having two bolts clip 4" is made provided with holes 16 
and 18 for the bolts. It is to be noted that holes 16a 
and 18a are slightly elongated or elliptical. This shape 
permits use of the clip on two clipper models whose bolts 
vary slightly in their distance apart. Upper holes 161) 
and 18b permit a screw driver to be used in securing 
the clip to the clipper body. Clip 4 can of course be 
secured to the clipper body by any of the other known 
means such as welding, clamping and the like. ‘ 

Integral with elongated base 6, clip 4 is provided with 
sides 20 extending vertically therefrom. The sides are 
?anged laterally inwardly to form guide ribs 22 and 24 
projecting toward each other. Spring means such as 
leaf spring or resilient blade 26, or a coil spring having 
a plate secured to the top thereof, operates with guide 
ribs 22 and 24 to provide for slidable_insertion and re 
tention of a plate therebetween. In lieu of a spring, two 
sets of ribs forming a groove on each side for insertion 
of a plate, can also be employed, although less desirably. 

It has been pointed out that an advantage of this in 
vention is that no change need be made in the manner 
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in which the electric clippers are held. This advantage 
is accomplished by providing an angle d between the 
vacuum nozzle and the clippers so that a barbers’ hand 
will ?t therebetween. To achieve the angle each guide 
rib 22 and 24 is obliquely inclined relative to the clip 
base, the inclination being toward cutting head 12. The 
inclination forms an angle relative to the clipper body 
permitting insertion of the hand under the outlet end 28 
of vacuum nozzle 2. However the angle must be less 
than a right angle; otherwise vision is obstructed during 
barbering. 

Nozzle 2 of the combination of this invention can be 
seen in FIG. 7. Generally speaking this nozzle is in the 
shape of a depressed funnel 29, being ?ared at its inlet 
end 30 near the cutting edges to cover the proper suc 
tion area. Outlet end 28 of nozzle 2 is tubular, being 
adapted for attachment thereto of a vacuum hose 34 
(FIG. 1). A metal or plastic plate 36 is welded, glued, 
or otherwise attached to the underside of nozzle 29. 
Plate 36 allows the nozzle to be slidably received in clip 
4 beneath guide ribs 22 and 24. If desired plate 36 is 
provided with stop 38, engaging resilient blade 26, pre 
venting the nozzle from touching the cutting blades (see 
FIG. 1), but retaining the nozzle in its closest position. 
From this position the nozzle can be moved back as 
adjustment is required, being held in place ‘by the spring 
action of leaf 26. 

It is thus seen that a vacuum attachment for clippers 
is provided in the form of a clip attached to the clippers, 
in combination with a nozzle, attached to a partial vacu 
um, and having a plate on its underside adapted to be 
slidably received by the clip. The invention as used on 
two clippers is shown in FIGS. 1 and 2. As emphasized 
hereinbefore a most signi?cant feature of the vacuum 
attachment of this invention is that its distance from the 
cutting head can be varied. In addition the nozzle can 
be slidably removed for use on different razors. An 
additional advantage is that the nozzle can be slipped out 
of the clip and used for cleaning the collar, shoulders, 
or hair or loose materials such as dandruff, hair particles, 
dust and the like. Other uses and modi?cations will 
occur to one skilled in the art, and such rami?cations and 
variations are deemed to be within the scope of this 
invention. 
What is claimed is: 
1. For attachment to conventional hair clippers which 

embody customary cutting heads at one end of an elon 
gated hand-held body, a device for removing hair cut 
by the clippers by vacuum action comprising a nozzle 
adapted to connect to a ?exible hose leading to a source of 
partial vacuum, and a plate secured to the underside of 
the nozzle, extending beyond the sides thereof, in combi 
nation with a clip for attachment to the clipper body 
provided with means for slidable insertion of said nozzle 
plate. 

2. For attachment to conventional hair clippers which 
embody customary cutting heads at one end of an elon 
gated hand-held body, a device for removing hair cut 
by the clippers by vacuum action comprising a nozzle 
having a laterally ?ared inlet end and a tubular discharge 
end adapted to connect to a ?exible hose leading to a 
source of partial vacuum, and a plate secured to the 
underside of the nozzle and extending beyond the sides 
of said nozzle, in combination with a clip attachable to 
the clipper body in alignment with the cutting head and 
provided with means for slidable insertion therein of 
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said nozzle plate and retention thereof at an angle to the 
body permitting insertion of the hand under the outlet 
nozzle end. 

3. For attachment to conventional hair clippers which 
embody customary cutting heads at one end of an elon 
gated hand-held body, a device for removing hair cut by 
the clippers by vacuum action comprising a nozzle having 
a laterally ?ared inlet end, a tubular discharge end 
adapted to connect to a ?exible hose leading to a source 
of partial vacuum, and a plate secured to the underside 
of the nozzle and extending beyond the sides of said 
nozzle, in combination with a clip adapted for attachment 
to the clipper body, having a generally elongated base 

* contoured to ?t the top of the clipper body and having 

20 

30 

sides extending vertically therefrom and ?ared laterally 
inwardly to form guide ribs projecting toward each other 
for slidable insertion thereunder of said nozzle plate, each 
guide rib being obliquely inclined relative to the base, 
the inclination being toward the cutting head and spring 
means secured to the clip base and extending upwardly 
therefrom for retention of the nozzle plate. 

4. The combination with conventional hair clippers of 
a clip attachable to conventional hair clippers, said clip 
having a generally U-shaped cross section with a slightly 
arcuate base and sides extending vertically therefrom 
?anged inwardly to form guide ribs projecting laterally 
toward each other from each side, the guide ribs being 
obliquely inclined relative to the clip base toward the 
front of said base, and a leaf spring integral with the base 
at the front end thereof extending upwardly to the guide 
ribs at its back end, and a nozzle adapted for slidable 
attachment in a grooved receiver comprising a depressed 
funnel shaped, tapered, hollow nozzle having a plate se 

‘ cured to the underside thereof. 
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5. As an attachment for conventional hair clippers a 
clip attachable to conventional hair clippers, said clip 
having a generally U-shaped cross section with a slightly 
arcuate base and sides extending vertically therefrom 
?anged inwardly to form guide ribs projecting laterally 
toward each other from each side, the guide ribs being 
obliquely inclined relative to the clip base toward the 
front of said base, and a leaf spring integral with the base 
at the front end thereof extending upwardly to the guide 
ribs at its back end, and a nozzle adapted for slidable 
attachment in a grooved receiver comprising a depressed 
funnel shaped, tapered, hollow nozzle having a plate se 
cured to the underside thereof. 

6. A clip attachable to conventional hair clippers, said 
clip having a generally U-shaped cross section with a 
slightly arcuate base and sides extending vertically there 
from ?anged inwardly to form guide ribs projecting lat 
erally toward each other from each side, the guide ribs 
being obliquely inclined relative to the clip base toward 
the front of said base, and a leaf spring integral with 
the base at the front end thereof extending upwardly to 
the guide ribs at its back end. 
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