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This invention relates to a novel and improved article 
of funiture in the form of a reclining lounge which can be 
adjusted to a number of different reclining positions and 
further can be collapsed into a portable compact unit; 
and more particularly relates to a folding, adjustable sup 
porting frame assembly which is adaptable for use in sup 
porting back rests, ?oor cushions and the like wherein 
the frame assembly is charaacterized in particular by 
incorporating a novel and improved bracket arrangement 
for releasably locking the assembly in desired angular 
reclining position. 

It is customary to construct and design a lounge or 
chair having interconnected back rest and seat cushions 
with an adjustable frame assembly to support the back 
rest in desired reclining relation to the seat. And the 
present invention is directed to an improved article of 
furniture of this type which is characterized in particular 
by being lightweight, portable and highly simpli?ed and 
inexpensive to manufacture and assemble. Further, the 
lounge of the present invention is so constructed and 
arranged that it may be folded into a small compact 
package and speci?cally wherein the cushions may be 
folded together with the back frame support collapsed into 
?at coextensive relation between the cushions. Further 
more, the lounge may be set up for use without loosening, 
disconnecting or connecting parts. 

Accordingly, it is a principal and foremost object of 
the present invention to provide for an improved article 
of furniture which is lightweight, portable and both 
simple and economical to manufacture and assemble. 

It is another object of the present invention to provide 
for a lounge or ?oor chair incorporating a novel and 
improved supporting frame assembly which is of sturdy, 
rugged construction while being comprised of a minimum 
number of parts which can be collapsed together with 
the lounge into a compact unitary package. 

It is a further object of the present invention to pro 
vide an article of furniture with a reclining back rest 
which is automatically adjustable to the desired reclining 
angle without necessitating manipulation or direct ad 
justment of parts; and more speci?cally wherein the back 
supporting frame for the back rest automatically locks in 
position when weight is applied to the back rest and 
automatically releases for adjustment or collapsing when 
weight is removed thereby to permit upward or down 
ward adjustment to the desired angle. 

It is a still further object of the present invention to 
provide a back supporting frame assembly for detach 
able connection to a back rest cushion wherein the frame 
assembly is characterized by incorporating a novel and 
improved adjusting bracket located away from the sides 
of the frame and which will permit automatic and releas 
able adjustment of the supporting frame and cushion 
between a completely collapsed position and the desired 
angular reclining position without loosening, connection 
or disconnection of parts. 
The above and other objects, advantages and features 

of the present invention will become more readily ap 
preciated and understood from a consideration of the 
following detailed description of a preferred form of the 

‘ present invention when taken together with the accom 
panying drawings, in which: 
FIGURE 1 is a somewhat perspective view of a pre 
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. . 70 
ferred form of lounge, 1n accordance with the present 
invention. 

2 
FIGURE 2 is a perspective view of the underside of 

a pair of interconnected cushions forming part of the 
lounge shown in FIGURE 1. 
FIGURE 3 is a side view of a preferred form of back 

supporting frame assembly for the lounge and illustrat— 
ing in dotted form different degrees of angular adjustment. 
FIGURE 4 is a front elevation of the back supporting 

frame assembly shown in collapsed relation. 
FIGURE 5 is an enlarged sectional view taken on line 

5—5 of FIGURE 4; and 
FIGURE 6 is a view illustrating the lounge in folded 

relation. 
Referring in detail to the drawings, there is shown 

by way of illustrative example in FIGURES 1 and 2 a 
lounge designated at 10 which broadly is constituted of a 
seat cushion 12 and back rest cushion 13 connected in 
hinged together relation, and a back rest supporting 
frame assembly 14 detachably connected to the rear sur 
face of he back rest cushion 13. Generally, the sup 
porting frame assembly 1 is designed to permit adjust— 
ment of the back rest cushion to the desired angle be 
tween a substantially upright position and a horizontal 
position as illustrated in FIGURE 3. In this relation, it 
will be apparent that the supporting frame assembly 14 
is readily conformable for use with various type of lounges 
or chair structures, although its use in combination with 
the preferred form of lounge 10‘ is thought to be especially 
unique in that it will enable complete folding or collaps 
ing of the lounge into a compact unitary package when 
not in use. 

Referring to FIGURE 2, the seat and back rest cushions 
12 and 13 may be suitably comprised of foam rubber 
pads, not shown, which are inserted through zippered 
pockets 16 and 17 for cover sections 18 and 19, re 
spectively. The cover sections 18 and 19 may be suit 
ably composed of any of the commercially available 
plastics or fabric materials and interconnected in end-to 
end relation along inclined ends 20 and 21 of the respec 
tive cover sections by means of a pair of spaced con 
necting ?aps 22 each having suitable snaps or buttons 
represented at 23. The cover section 18 and enclosed 
foam rubber pad together de?ne a seat cushion 12, and 
along the forward end opposite the inclined end 20 is 
provided with a connecting strap 24 including a suitable 
button or snap 25 with a carrying handle 26 being secured 
to the end of the cover section just beneath the strap. In 
turn, the back rest cushion 13 is de?ned by the cover 
section 19 and enclosed pad, and in cooperation with 
the connecting ?aps 22 is provided with an outside pocket 
or envelope 28 which in a manner to be described will 
permit insertion of one end of the back supporting as 
sembly with the opposite end of the frame assembly 
secured in place by the ?aps 22. The cover section 19 
also has a connecting strap 30 provided with a com 
plementary buttonhole or snap 31 for connection to the 
button or snap 25 on the connecting strap 24 at the op 
posite forward end of the cover section 18. 
Now considering in more detail the construction and 

arrangement of the back supporting frame assembly 14, 
as shown in FIGURES 3 to 5, the assembly is made up 
of a main frame 34 for detachable connection to the back 
rest cushion, a pivotal brace 35, and a releasable lock as 
sembly 36 for controlling and limiting angular adjustment 
of the frame 34 and back rest cushion 13 between a sub 
stantially upright and fully reclined position. 
The main frame member 34 is dimensioned to con 

form in size and con?guration to the rectangular back rest 
cushion 19 in order to provide a ?rm support therefor, 
and accordingly the frame is more desirably formed of 
an open rectangular brace 38, preferably of lightweight 
tubular metal construction to de?ne opposite sides 39, up 
per end 40 and lower end 41 having an intermediate off 
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set portion 42. Crosswebbing 44 is arranged at spaced 
intervals between opposite sides 39 of the ‘brace and may 
be composed of a suitable fabric or plastic material, in 
accordance with conventional practice, to provide in com 
bination with the outer brace a firm but somewhat ?exible 
support for the back rest cushion. In this relation, the 
frame member is speci?cally designed such that the upper 
end 40 and sides may be inserted for retention in the 
pocket 28 at the upper end of the back rest cushion with 
the opposite end 41 lying across the connecting ?aps 22 
at the juncture between the cushions 18 and 19. Then the 
connecting flaps may be wrapped or rolled over the end 
section 41 and snapped together so as to retain the frame 
in stationary relation along the undersurface of the back 
rest cushion. 
The leg brace 35, as best seen from FIGURES 1 and 

4, may similarly be composed of a length of tubular metal 
bent into generally U-shaped con?guration to form oppo 
site sides 44 and a closed end 45 interconnecting the sides 
and including an offset portion 46 located intermediately 
along the closed end 45. Free ends 48 of the opposite 
sides 44 of the brace are pivotally connected to the frame 
by rivets or suitable pivot pins 49 which are inserted 
laterally through the free ends 48 for connection to op 
posite sides 39 of the frame. In connected relation, it 
will be seen that the brace is dimensioned so as to permit 
its disposition in coextensive or surrounding relation out 
wardly of the one end 40 of the frame 34 and with the 
offset portion 46 aligned with the offset portion 42 at the 
opposite end 41 of the frame, as shown in FIGURE 5. 
The releasable locking assembly 34 includes a longi 

tudinal channel member 52 connected to the offset por 
tion 42 on the frame and a longitudinal slide member 54 
connected to the offset portion 46 on the brace 35, the 
slide being adapted for insertion into telescoping rela 
tion with the channel 52 and in such a way that its extent 
of insertion through the channel will control the angular 
disposition of the brace 35 in relation to the main frame 
34. Accordingly, the channel 52 has a curved connect 
ing end 55 which is bent over the offset portion 42 so 
as to securely connect the channel member while permit 
ting freedom of rotational or pivotal movement of the 
channel about the end of the frame. In addition, the 
channel is provided with an elongated tubular section 56 
being generally rectangular in cross-section, and having 
transverse. notches 58 at spaced intervals along the upper 
surface and an upwardly directed lip or fulcrum 59 across 
the forward end of the section forming an entrance notch 
or limited opening 60 for insertion of the slide member 
54 therethrough. Similarly, the slide member has a 
curved connecting end 62 for connection to the offset por 
tion 46 on the brace, and an elongated, relatively thin, ?at 
metal strip 63 extending away from the connecting end 62 
and terminating in a locking end portion in the form of 
an upwardly directed lip 64. Here the locking end por 
tion 64 is dimensioned for insertion through the entrance 
notch 60 of the channel and also is movable into one of 
the notches 58 provided in the channel portion so as to 
temporarily lock the slide in connected relation to the 
channel. An important feature is the relationship be 
tween the upwardly directed lip or fulcrum 59 on the 
channel and the end portion 64 since it will be noted that 
when weight is applied through the brace 35 to the con 
necting end of the slide the lip 59 will cause the forward 
or locking end of the slide to tilt upwardly for passage 
into one of the notches 58. 

In practice, when weight is applied to the back rest 
csuhion such as for example in resting the back against 
the cushion the force applied downwardly and rearwardly 
through the brace 35 will cause the end 64 on the slide to 
tilt upwardly and to slide rearwardly until it moves into 
aligned relation with one of the notches at which point 
it will pivot upwardly into locking relation within the 
notch to prevent further outward or rearward move 
ment of the slide. Conversely, when weight is removed 
from the back rest cushion and the brace lifted even 
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4 
slightly the end 64 will pivot downwardly about the ful 
crum away from the notch to permit free sliding move 
ment of the slide through the channel when for example 
it is desired to change the angular disposition of the frame 
member 34 and the back rest cushion 13. Furthermore, 
when not in use, merely by lifting the sides 44 of the 
brace member the slide member may be withdrawn out 
wardly through the channel. Preferably the slide is of a 
length such that when the closed end 45 of the brace is in 
coextensive relation with the end 40 of the frame lying 
against the slide member 63 the end 64 will move into 
locking relation with the outermost notch 58 as illustrated 
in FIGURE 5. Accordingly, the entire frame assembly 
is collapsible or movable into relatively flat relation along 
the underside of the cushion 19 when not in use, and the 
seat cushion 68 may thereupon be doubled back over the 
frame assembly with the connecting straps 24 and 30 
snapped together into a compact package for ease of 
carrying or storing when not in use. Thus, the entire 
frame assembly is sandwiched between the cushions so as 
to be fully protected in collapsed relation until ready for 
further use. 

It will be evident from the foregoing that the pre 
ferred form of lounge is speci?cally adapted and designed 
for use as a reclining back rest on any ?at surface por 
tion, such as, the ground or ?oor surface. Nevertheless, 
the supporting frame assembly as well as the releasable 
locking device is readily conformable for use in a number 
of applications to serve as an adjustable support for a 
reclining back rest, although again it is considered to be 
especially unique in its intended manner of application 
as described. Most desirably, the main frame 34 and 
brace 35 are composed of lightweight tubular aluminum 
members, and also the channel and slide section of the 
bracket 50 may be composed of lightweight aluminum 
materials so that the entire assembly is of lightweight 
but sturdy construction. Of course, the particular com 
position of materials as described is given for the pur 
pose of illustration and not limitation and it will be readily 
apparent to those skilled in the art that various modi?ca 
tions may be made in the composition, construction and 
arrangement of parts comprising the preferred form of 
the present invention without departing from the spirit 
and scope thereof as de?ned by the appended claims. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A lounge chair comprising a seat cushion and a back 

rest cushion connected in hinged together relation, and a 
back supporting frame assembly for said back rest cushion 
comprising a main frame member secured to the rear 
surface of said back rest cushion, a brace member 
pivotally connected to said main frame member and 
terminating in a lower supporting end portion, a tele 
scoping adjustable locking member extending intermedi 
ately between the lower supporting end portion of said 
brace member and the lower end of said frame member to 
provide forangular adjustment of said main frame mem 
ber between a substantially upright and a reclined position, 
said adjustable locking means and said brace member 
being collapsible into coextensive relation with said main 
frame member along the rear surface of said back rest 
cushion in the fully reclined position, and said seat cushion 
being foldable over said frame assembly with said frame 
assembly retained in collapsed relation between said seat 
cushion and back rest cushion. 

2. A lounge chair according to claim 1, said‘ adjust 
able locking means being characterized by being auto 
matically releasable upon lifting said brace member for 
angular adjustment of said brace member and said ad 
justable locking means being further locked automatically 
when weight is applied to said brace member. 

3. A lounge chair according to claim 1, said adjustable 
locking means including an elongated tubular channel 
portion extending from one of said brace and frame mem 

‘ bers and an elongated slide portion extending from the 
other of said brace and frame members for lengthwise 
adjustable insertion through said channel portion, releas 
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able locking means between said channel and slide por 
tions for locking said brace in different positions of angu 
lar adjustment with respect to said frame whereby to limit 
the angular reclining posture of said back rest cushion, 
and said channel and slide portions together being of 
su?icient length to provide for angular adjustment of said 
brace into coextensive relation with said frame portion 
while remaining in connected relation to one another. 

4. A lounge chair according to claim 3, said releasable 
locking means being de?ned by a series of transverse 
notches in longitudinally spaced relation on said channel 
portion with a limited opening at the front of said chan 
nel for insertion of said slide member therethrough, and a 
locking member on said slide portion being tiltable within 
said channel when weight is applied to said back rest 
cushion for movement into locking engagement with one 
of said notches. 

5. In a supporting frame for a cushion and the like 
having a frame member for supporting said cushion and 
an angularly adjustable brace member being pivotally 
connected to said frame to support same between a sub 
stantially upright and reclined position and terminating 
in a lower supporting end portion, an adjustable locking 
device being secured for extension from the lower sup— 
porting end portion of said brace into connected relation 
with the lower end of said frame, said locking device in 
cluding a tubular channel portion and an elongated slide 
portion aligned for lengthwise insertion through said 
channel portion, said slide and channel portions cooperat— 
ing to lock said brace against pivotal movement when 
force is applied downwardly on said brace and to auto 
matically release said brace for angular adjustment of 
said frame member in either direction upon lifting said 
brace member. 

6. In a supporting frame according to claim 5, said ad 
justable locking device including a series of transverse 
notches in longitudinally spaced relation on said channel 
portion with a limited opening at the front of said chan 
nel for insertion of said slide member therethrough, and 
a locking member on said slide portion being tiltable 
within said channel when weight is applied to said back 
rest cushion for movement into locking engagement with 
one of said notches. 

7. In a supporting frame assembly according to claim 
5, said channel and slide portions being dimensioned in 
length to remain in connected relation when said brace 
member is pivoted into coextensive relation with said 
frame member. 

8. A lounge chair comprising in combination a seat 
cushion and a back rest cushion, said cushions being of 
generally rectangular con?guration, [connecting flaps inter 
connecting said cushions in end-to-end relation for rela 
tive movement between a folded and extended position, a 
back supporting frame assembly for said back rest cushion 
including a generally rectangular frame member cor 
responding in width and length with that of said back 
rest cushion for detachable connection in supporting re 
lation against the rear surface of said back rest cushion, 
a leg brace of generally U-shaped con?guration de?ning 
an outer closed ground engaging end portion with oppo 
site sides being pivotally connected to opposite sides of 
said main frame, said leg brace being dimensioned for dis 
position in'coextensive relation to said main frame along 
the rear surface of said back rest cushion, and an adjust 
able bracket including a longitudinal slide member and a 
longitudinal channel member extending between the 
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closed end of said leg brace and the lower end of said 
main frame member adjacent to the connecting end of 
said back rest cushion, said slide member having a lock 
ing end portion for insertion through said channel por 
tion, said channel portion being in the form of an elon 
gated generally tubular section provided ,with trans 
verse notches at spaced intervals along its upper surface 
and with an upwardly directed fulcrum forming a limited 
opening at the end of the tubular section for insertion of 
said slide member therethrough whereupon applying force 
downwardly and rearwardly to said leg brace the locking 
end portion of said slide member is tiltable upwardly 
about the fulcrum into locking engagement with one of 
said notches whereby to control angular disposition of 
said leg brace in relation to said frame member. 

9. A lounge chair comprising in combination a seat 
cushion and a back rest cushion, said cushions being gen 
erally rectangular and of corresponding size and shape, 
connecting ?aps connecting said cushions in end-to-end re 
lation for relative movement between a folded and ex 
tended position, a back supporting frame assembly for 
said back rest cushion including a generally rectangular 
frame member corresponding in width and length with 
that of said back rest cushion, connecting means includ 
ing said connecting ?aps for connecting said frame mem 
ber in supporting relation along the rear surface of said 
back rest cushion, a leg brace of generally U-shaped con 
?guration de?ning an outer closed supporting end por 
tion with opposite sides of said brace being pivotally con 
nected to opposite sides of said main frame member, said 
leg brace being dimensioned for disposition in coex 
tensive relation to said main frame member along the rear 
surface of said back rest cushion, and a releasable lock 
ing assembly including a longitudinal slide portion and a 
channel portion extending between the closed end of said 
brace member and the lower end of said main frame mem 
ber adjacent to the connecting end of said back rest 
cushion, said slide portion having a curved connecting 
end connectable to the closed end of said leg brace and a 
locking end portion at the opposite end thereof, and said 
channel portion having a curved connecting end secured 
to the lowerend of said frame member and a tubular sec 
tion provided with transverse notches at spaced intervals 
along the upper surface of said section for insertion of 
said slide portion therethrough into locking engagement 
with one of the notches, said slide and channel portions 
being dimensioned in length to remain in connected rela 
tion with said brace is pivoted into coextensive relation 
with said frame member, and said seat cushion being 
foldable over said back rest cushion to retain said sup 
porting frame assembly in collapsed coextensive relation 
between said cushions. 
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