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This invention relates generally to the packaging of eye 
glasses, particularly of the type having tinted or otherwise 
treated lenses for excluding part of the sun’s rays so as 
to constitute sunglasses. 

Although supermarkets and other large self-service re 
tail stores presently handle a wide variety of goods, diffi 
culty has been experienced in employing such retail out 
lets for the merchandising of eyeglasses of the described 
character. 
tail stores require articles, other than foods, that are ‘of 
themselves sufficiently small to permit the pocketing there 
of themselves sufficiently small to permit the pocketing 
thereof, and thus giving rise to the possibility of pilfer 
age, to be either enclosed in a carton or package or se-_ 
curely attached to a display card of su?icient size to pre 
vent pocketing thereof. In the case of sunglasses, it has 
been previously proposed to enclose the sunglasses en 
tirely within a vacuum-formed plastic blister which is se 
curely attached to a display card of adequate size. How 
ever, such packaging of sunglasses tends to discourage the 
purchasing thereof, as the prospective buyer cannot try-on 
the sunglasses, as is the common practice, with a view to 
selecting those glasses which are comfortable ‘and attrac 
tive in appearance when worn by the purchaser. 

Accordingly, it is an object of this invention to provide 
improved packaging for sunglasses and the like which 
prevents the pocketing or pilfering of the sunglasses, and 
yet permits a prospective purchaser to try-on ‘the glasses 
and thereby determine whether a selected style is com 
fortable and attractive, without requiring the separation 
of the sunglasses from the other parts of the associated 
package. 

Another object is to provide sunglasses and the like 
with a display card securely attached thereto and of such 
size as to prevent the pocketing or pilfering of the sun 
glasses, and wherein such display card is constructed and 
arranged with respect to the sunglasses so as to permit a 
prospective purchaser to try~on the sunglasses without sub 
stantial interference from the display card either as to the 
?t of the sunglasses or the appearance thereof on the 
wearer. 

Another object is to provide packaging for sunglasses 
and the like in which the display card to which the sun 
glasses are securely attached so as to prevent pocketing 
or pilfering thereof is further constructed and arranged 
to permit the displaying of the sunglasses either on a rack 
having hooks or the like from which the display cards 
are suspended or by placement on a counter or other 
horizontal support surface. 

Still another object is to provide packaging for sun 
glasses and the like having the above described charac 
teristics, and in which the display card is of unique appear 
ance in imparting three-dimensional eifects to any printed 
material or art work carried thereby. 

In accordance with an aspect of this invention, eye~ 
glasses such as sunglasses and the like having a frame 
containing lens elements and temple bars hingedly con 
nected to the opposite sides of the frame for movement 
between stored positions at which the temple bars extend 
laterally and overlap in back of the frame and operative 
positions at which the temple bars extend rearwardly 
from the sides of the frame in generally parallel, spaced 
planes, are provided with a display card including at least 
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one substantially rigid, planar sheet element having an 
end portion of a width less than the length of one of 
the temple bars, and means securely attaching one tem 
ple bar to the end portion of the sheet element with the 
temple bar extending thereacross and the remainder of 
the sheet element projecting upwardly from the temple 
bar. Further, in accordance with the invention, each 
sheet element included in the display card is movable 
with the temple bar attached thereto to lie flat in back 
of the sunglasses in the stored position of the respective 
temple bar and to lie substantially flat in the plane of the 
respective temple bar in the operative position of the latter 
so as to avoid interference with the ‘trying-on of the sun 
glasses and viewing of the frame, and the over-all dimen 
sions of the sheet element are sufliciently large to sub 
stantially prevent pocketing of the sunglasses with the 
display card attached thereto. 

In preferred embodiments of the invention, the means 
securely attaching each sheet element of the display card 
to the respective temple bar is in the form of a vacuum 
formed plastic blister closely enveloping the temple bar 
along a substantial portion of its length and being secure 
ly bonded to the respective sheet element at the end por 
tion of the latter. 

In accordance with another feature of the invention, 
each sheet element of the display card has an aperture 
therein located so as to be centered above the frame when 
the respective temple bar is in its stored position, thereby 
to permit suspension of the display card with the eye 
glasses attached thereto from a hook or ‘the like extended 
into ‘the sheet element aperture. Further, each sheet ele 
ment of the display card preferably has a lower edge lo 
cated with respect to the temple bar attached thereto so 
as to lie substantially at the level of the bottom of the 
frame when the respective temple bar is in its stored po 
sition, thereby to stabilize support of the sunglasses and 
display card on a horizontal surface with the display 
card held substantially erect. 

In a particularly desirable embodiment of the inven 
tion, the display card includes two sheet elements having 
the temple hars extending from the opposite sides of 
the frame respectively attached securely thereto so that, 
when the temple bars are in their stored positions, the 
sheet elements of the display card will extend upwardly 
in back of the sunglasses, preferably in spaced planes 
so as to impart a three-dimensional effect to printed 
material or art work carried by the sheet elements, where 
as, when the temple bars are in their rearwardly extending 
operative positions, the sheet elements will be similarly 
disposed in substantially parallel, spaced planes between 
which a prospective purchaser’s head can extend when 
trying-on the sunglasses. 
The above, an other objects, features and advantages 

of the invention, will be apparent in the following de 
tailed description of illustrative embodiments thereof 
which is to be read in connection with the accompanying 
drawings, wherein: 

FIG. 1 is a front elevational view of sunglasses pack 
aged in accordance with one embodiment of this inven 
tion, and with the temple bars of the sunglasses shown 
in closed positions, that is, in the condition for display 
of the sunglasses; 

FIG. 2 is a view similar to that of FIG. 1, but with 
the temple bars shown in their open position, that is, 
in the condition for trying-on the sunglasses; 

FIG. 3 is a sectional view taken along the line 3—3 
on FIG. 2; 

FIG. 4 is a fragmentary sectional view taken along the 
line 4-4 on FIG. 2; and 

FIG. 5 is a view similar to that of FIG. 4, but illustrat 
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ing a display card in accordance with another embodi 
ment of this invention. 

Referring to the drawings in detail, and initially to 
FIGS. 1-4 thereof, it will be seen that eyeglasses to be 
packaged in accordance with this invention are generally 
identi?ed by the reference numeral 10 and conventionally 
shown to include a frame 11 containing lenses 12 which 
may be tinted or otherwise treated to ban at least part 
of the sun’s radiation so as to constitute sunglasses. 
Temple bars 13 and 14 are hingedly connected, as at 
15 (FIGS. 3 and 4), to the opposite sides of frame 11 
for movement between stored positions, as shown on 
FIG. 1, where the temple bars extend laterally and over 
lap in back of the frame, and operative positions, as 
shown on FIGS. 2, 3 ‘and 4, where temple bars 13 and 
14 extend rearwardly in generally parallel, spaced planes 
from the opposite sides of frame 11. 

In accordance with this invention, the packaging for 
eyeglasses 10 includes a display card 16 (FIG. 1) which, 
in the preferred embodiment being described, includes 
two substantially rigid, planar sheet elements 17 and 18 
of cardboard or the like. Such sheet elements 17 and 
18 have end portions 17a and 18a (FIGS. 3 and 4) of 
widths less than the lengths of temple bars 13 and 14, 
respectively, as shown. The temple bars 13 and 14 are 
respectively securely attached to end portions 17a and 
18a so as to extend across the latter with the remaining 
major portions 17 b and 18b of the sheet elements project 
ing upwardly from the temple bars. 
The secure attachment of temple bars 13 and 14 to 

end portions 17a and 18a of the sheet elements is pref 
erably effected by plastic blisters 19 and 20 (FIGS. 3 
and 4) which may be conventionally vacuum-formed 
so as to closely envelop temple ‘bars 13 and 14 along sub 
stantial portions of the lengths thereof and which have 
margins 19a and 20a securely bonded or adhered to the 
respective sheet elements. Although “blistering” of the 
temple bars to the sheet elements 17 and 18 as described 
is preferred, the secure attachment of the temple bars 
to the respective sheet elements may be less desirably 
effected by other means, for example, by stapling or by 
extending the temple bars through spaced slots (not 
shown) in end portions 17a and 18a of the sheet ele 
ments. 
By reason of the secure attachment of the temple bars 

to sheet elements 17 and 18, the latter are movable with 
the temple bars so as to lie substantially ?at in back of 
eyeglasses 10 in the stored positions of temple bars 13 
and 14, as shown on FIG. 1, and to lie substantially ?at 
approximately in the parallel, spaced planes of the re 
spective temple bars when the latter are moved to their 
operative positions, as shown on FIG. 2. As indicated 
in broken lines on FIG. 1, the surfaces of sheet elements 
17 and 18 which face forwardly toward eyeglasses 10 
‘in the stored positions of temple bars 13 and 14 may 
carry printed material and/or art work so as to con 
stitute a “point-of-scale” advertisement for the packaged 
eyeglasses. 
As shown, sheet elements 17 and 18 preferably have 

portions 17c (FIG. 3) and 186 (FIG. 1) which overlap 
laterally in the stored positions of temple bars 13 and 
14, and such portions 17c and 18c are formed with 
apertures 21 and 22, respectively, which register at a 
location centered above frame 11 in the stored positions 
of the temple bars. Thus, when the temple bars are in 
their closed or stored positions, as on FIG. 1, a hook 
or the like (not shown) can be passed through register 
ing apertures 21 and 22 for suspension of display card 
16 with eyeglasses 10 attached thereto. 

Sheet elements 17 and 18 further have lower edges 
17d and 18d located with respect to temple bars 13 and 
14 attached thereto so as to lie substantially at the level 
of the bottom of frame 11 in the stored positions of 
temple bars 13 and 14, as shown on FIG. 1. Thus, 
the eyeglasses 10 may be alternatively displayed on a 
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4 
counter top or other horizontal support surface, in 
which case the edges 17d and 18d spaced rearwardly 
from the bottom of frame 11 stabilize the latter with 
sheet elements 17 and 18 of the display card held erect. 
The sheet elements 17 and 18 may be die-cut to have 

various peripheral con?gurations enchancing the appear 
ance thereof, but in all cases the overall dimensions of 
sheet elements 17 and 18 are sufficiently large, as shown, 
to substantially prevent pocketing of eyeglasses 10 with 
display card 16 attached thereto. Thus, pilfering of the 
eyeglasses is substantially prevented when such article 
is packaged in accordance with this invention for sale 
in a super-market or other large self-service retail store. 
However, when temple bars 13 and 14 are moved to their 
operative or open positions, as shown on FIG. 1, sheet 
elements 17 and 18 are swung aside therewith from in 
back of frame 11 and a prospective puchaser can don 
the eyeglasses in the usual manner to determine whether 
the selected style thereof is comfortable and attractive 
on such purchaser. In the positions of FIG. 1, sheet 
elements 17 and 18, while still securely attached to eye 
glasses 10, do not substantially interfere with the ?tting 
of the frame to the prospective purchaser or with the lat 
ter’s view through lenses 12. Further, the sheet elements 
17 and 18, being swung aside have substantially only 
their edges visible from in front, and thus do not sub 
stantially alter the appearance of eyeglass frame 11 as 
viewed in a mirror. 
The display card 16 formed of two sheet elements 

17 and 18, as described, has the further advantage of 
imparting a three-dimensional effect to the printed ma 
terial and/or art work on the faces of such sheet ele 
ments as the latter, in the stored or closed positions of 
temple bars 13 and 14, are disposed in planes that are 
spaced different distances from the back of frame 11. 
However, if desired, as shown on FIG. 5, a display card 
116 for secure attachment to eyeglasses in accordance 
with this invention may consist of a single sheet element 
118 having an end portion 118a to which only one temple 
bar 14 is securely attached, as by a plastic blister 20. In 
the case of the single sheet element 118, the portion 
118!) thereof which extends upwardly from the temple bar 
may have a width approximating the combined width of 
sheet elements 17 and 18 on FIG. 1 so as to present a 
similar appearance when viewed with the temple bars 
in their stored positions and to act similarly in preventing 
pocketing of the attached eyeglasses. The single sheet 
element 118 may have an aperture 122 located so as to be 
centered above the eyeglass frame in the stored position 
of the temple bar attached thereto, whereby the display 
card with the eyeglasses attached thereto can be con 
veniently suspended from a hook or the like extending 
into aperture 112. Sheet element 118 further preferably 
has a lower edge 118d located with respect to temple bar 
14 so as to lie substantially at the level of the bottom 
of the eyeglass frame in the stored or closed position of 
temple bar 14 and thereby to provide stable support for 
the eyeglasses on a horizontal support surface with dis 
play card 116 held erect. 
When temple bar 14 is moved to its operative or opened 

position, sheet element 118 is swung aside from in 
back of the eyeglass frame to permit a prospective pur 
chaser to try-on the eyeglasses af?xed thereto. Once 
again, since only an edge of sheet element 118 is visible 
from in front, such sheet element does not interfere with 
the purchaser’s determination of the appearance of the 
frame, as worn. 

It will be apparent from the above described embodi 
ments of the invention, that packaging for eyeglasses is 
provided to substantially prevent pilfering thereof when 
displayed in super-markets or other large self-service re 
tail stores, and yet permitting the prospective purchasers 
to try-on the eyeglasses, as is the general practice in se 
lecting such articles. 



3,291,300 . 

5 
Although speci?c embodiments of the invention have 

been described in detail herein with reference to the 
accompanying drawings, it will be understood that the 
invention is not limited to those precise embodiments, 
and that various changes and modi?cations may be ef 
fected therein by one skilled in the art without departing 
from the scope or spirit of the invention, except as de?ned 
in the appended claims. 
What is claimed is: 
1. The combination of eyeglasses having a frame con 

taining lens elements and temple bars hingedly connected 
to the opposite sides of the frame for movement between 
stored positions at which the temple bars extend laterally 
and overlap in back of said frame and operative posi 
tions at which the temple bars extend rearwardly from 
said sides of the frame in generally parallel, spaced planes; 
and a display card including at least one substantially 
rigid, planar sheet element having an end portion of a 
width less than the length of one of said temple bars, and 
means securely attaching said one temple bar to said 
end portion of said sheet element with said one temple 
bar extending across said end portion and the remainder 
of said sheet element projecting upwardly from the tem 
ple bar, each said sheet element of the display card 
being movable with the temple bar attached thereto 
to lie ?at in back of the eyeglasses in said stored posi 
tion of the respective temple bar and to lie substantially 
?at in said plane of the respective temple bar in said 
operative position of the latter so as to avoid interference 
with the trying-on of the eyeglasses and viewing of said 
frame, the overall dimensions of said sheet element being 
sufficiently large to substantially prevent pocketing of 
said eyeglasses with said display card attached thereto. 

2. The combination according to claim 1; wherein said 
means securely attaching said one temple bar to said end 
portion of said sheet element includes a plastic blister 
closely enveloping said one temple bar along a substantial 
portion of said length thereof and being securely bonded 
to said sheet element. 

3. The combination according to claim 1; wherein said 
sheet element has an aperture therein located so as to be 
centered above said frame when said one temple bar is 
in said stored position thereof, thereby to permit suspen 
sion from said aperture of the display card with the eye 
glasses attached thereto. 

4. The combination according to claim 3; wherein said 
sheet element has a lower edge along said end portion lo 
cated with respect to said one temple bar attached thereto 
so as to lie substantially at the level of the bottom of 
said frame when said one temple bar is in said stored posi 
tion, thereby to stabilize support of the eyeglasses and dis 
play card on a horizontal surface with said sheet element 
held erect. 

5. The combination according to claim 1; wherein said 
display card further includes a second substantially rigid, 
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planar sheet element having an end portion of a width less 
than the length of the other of said temple bars, and means 
securely attaching said other temple bar to said end por— 
tion of the second sheet element with said other temple bar 
extending across said end portion of the second sheet ele 
ment and the remainder of the latter projecting upwardly 
from said other temple bar. 

6. The combination according to claim 5; wherein said 
one sheet element and said second sheet element have at 
least portions thereof above said end portions which over 
lap laterally in said stored positions of the respective tem 
ple bars. 

7. The combination according to claim 6; wherein said 
one sheet element and said second sheet element have aper 
tures in said overlapping portions and located so as to 
register with each other and be centered above said frame 
when said temple bars are in the stored positions thereof, 
thereby to permit suspension from said registered aper 
tures of the display card with the eyeglasses attached 
thereto. 

8. The combination according to claim ‘5; wherein each 
of said sheet elements has a lower edge along said end 
portion located with respect to the respective temple bar 
attached thereto so as to lie substantially at the level of 
the bottom of said frame when the temple bars are in 
their stored positions, thereby to stabilize support of the 
eyeglasses and display card on a horizontal support sur 
face with said sheet elements held erect. 

9. The combination according to claim 5; wherein said 
means securely attaching each of said temple bars to the 
respective sheet element includes a plastic blister closely 
enveloping the temple bar along a substantial portion of 
said length thereof and being securely bonded to said end 
portion of the respective sheet element. 

10. The combination according to claim 9; wherein 
said one sheet element and said second sheet element have 
at least portions thereof above said end portions which 
overlap laterally in said stored positions of the temple 
bars, apertures in said overlapping portions of the sheet 
elements located so as to register with each other and be 
centered above said frame when said temple bars are in 
their stored positions, thereby to permit suspension from 
said registered apertures of the display card with the eye 
glasses attached thereto, and lower edges on said end 
portions of the sheet elements located with respect to the 
temple bars respectively attached thereto so ‘as to lie sub_ 
stantially at the level of the bottom of said frame when 
the temple bars are in their stored positions, thereby to 
stabilize support of the eyeglasses and display card on a 
horizontal support surface with said sheet elements held 
erect. 

No references cited. 
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