


Deco 6, W66 L. F. GDLKOWSKi 3,289,337 
DISPLAY SIGN 

Filed May 8, 1964 2 Sheets-Sheet 2 

INVENTOR. 

ATTORNEY. 



United States Patent 0 
1 

3,289,337 
DISPLAY SIGN 

Lloyd F. Golkowski, 4921 E. 106th St., 
Gar?eld Heights, Ohio 

Filed May 8, 1964, Ser. No. 366,087 
6 Claims. (Cl. 40—125) 

This invention relates to an advertising sign in which 
a part or all of the advertising matter is to be changed 
periodically. 

Speci?cally, the invention relates to an advertising sign 
which is particularly desirable for use in advertising real 
estate and the like at the building site. 

In general practice, realtors provide at the building site 
suitable signs featuring the name of the realtor and the 
legend that the house is for sale. Generally these signs 
are printed on a heavy paper which is tacked onto the 
house or onto the board which is mounted on a stake 
and driven into the ground. These printed signs are 
unchangeable, and when the house is sold the realtor 
desires to change the legend to show that he has sold the 
house. For this purpose he must supply a new sign 
showing that the place has been sold by his organization. 

Sometimes, instead of paper signs, metal signs are fas 
tened appropriately to the house or to the stake sup 
ported board in the yard. 

However, such temporary signs are subject to very 
rapid deterioration, the paper signs being torn by wind 
or destroyed by the weather, and the metal signs fre 
quently are bent and marred so that the underlying metal 
is exposed and rusts. Likewise, the stake supported 
board used for mounting deteriorates rapidly under the 
conditions of use. 
The sign of the present invention is essentially a more 

permanent frame which can withstand the rigors of the 
weather and can be reused repeatedly at different sites 
and of which the advertising indicia can be changed 
readily from time to time. 
The sign includes a suitable cabinet with transparent 

walls in which several advertising placards can be stored 
and each exposed selectively through the transparent 
walls when desired, without removing the frame and 
cabinet from its position. The sign is so arranged that 
a large number of combinations of messages can be ex 
posed by interchangeable placards which may be kept 
permanently in the frame cabinet when not in use. 

Various other objects and advantages of the invention 
will become apparent from the following description 
wherein reference is made to the drawings, in which 
FIGURE 1 is a top plan view of a sign embodying 

the principles of my invention; 
FIG. 2 is a front elevation of the sign shown in FIG. 

1; 
FIG. 3 is a left end elevation of the sign shown in 

FIGS. 1 and 2; 
FIG. 4 is an enlarged fragmentary vertical section of 

the sign taken on the lines 4-4 in FIG. 2; 
FIG. 5 is an enlarged fragmentary horizontal sectional 

view of the sign taken on the line 5——5 in FIGS. 2 and 
4; 

FIG. 6 is an enlarged fragmentary vertical sectional 
view of the lower portion of the sign taken on the line 
6-6 in FIG. 2; and 
FIG. 7 is an additionally fragmentary vertical section 

al view of the upper portion of the sign taken on line 
7—-7 of FIG. 2, showing the manner of supporting the 
interchangeable placards in the cabinet. 

Referring to the drawings, the sign comprises a rigid 
frame 1 which is composed of upright side frame mem 
bers or uprights 2 in the form of open-sided channels 
opening toward each other inwardly of the frame. The 
ugights 2 are held ?xedly in spaced relation by trans 
verse tie members 3 and 4 which preferably have planar 
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upper surfaces for supporting the container, as will later 
be described. 
The lower ends of the uprights 2 are preferably sharp 

ened, as indicated at 5, so that they can readily be driven 
in the ground. Steps 6 are secured to the uprights 2 
for the convenience in driving them into the ground or 
forcing them into the ground by foot pressure. At the 
top of the uprights additional cross ties in the form of 
bars 8 are provided. The bars 8 are juxtaposed against 
the front and rear faces of the uprights 2. One is welded 
to the front faces and the other to the rear faces of the 
uprights. 

In the form illustrated, the two bars 8 are formed of 
a continuous piece of bar metal bent intermediate its ends, 
as indicated at 8a, and having the other ends bent and 
welded together as indicated at 81), thus forming a rigid 
loop structure of which the ends extend laterally relative 
to the sign beyond the lateral outermost faces of the up 
rights 2. 

Referring ?rst to the upper portion of the sign, the 
transverse member 3 has, as mentioned, a planar upper 
surface, and is provided at the front and rear with abut 
ments 9 which are arranged in pairs, the abutments of 
each pair being spaced apart forwardly and rearwardly 
of the sign so as to receive therebetween the lower end 
of the cabinet of the sign, later to be described, thus 
reinforcing it against de?ection ?atwise when subjected 
to high winds and the like. 
For containing the display advertising placards, a suit 

able container 10 is provided. The container 10 com 
prises a peripheral frame including a bottom member 
11, upright side members 12, and transparent front and 
rear walls 13 and 14. The walls 13 and 14 are secured 
in face to face juxtaposition with the front and rear 
faces, respectively, of the frame members, and ?xedly 
bonded thereto so that the cabinet is weather-proof at all 
points. The cabinet 10 is open at the top, and the top 
is closed by a removable cap or cover 15, having a top 
wall 15a, end walls 15b, and front and rear walls 16 
and 17, respectively. The front and rear walls of the 
cover 15 are adapted to rest at their lower edges on the 
bars 8 and support the cover thereby with the top wall 
15a spaced slightly above the upper edges of the front 
and rear walls 13 and 14 of the cabinet. In order to hold 
the cover 15 in place so it will not be dislodged by wind 
and the like, a suitable Oclamp 20 is provided. The C 
clamp has, at its open side, inturned ?anges 21 which, 
when the clamp is pressed ?rmly down onto the cover 15, 
engage the underfaces of the bars 8. The C-clamp is 
open at the ends and can be slid into position, with the 
?anges 21 beneath the bars 8, so that the base of the 
clamp rests on the top cover 15 in sufficiently tight ?t 
ting relation so that the lower edges of the walls 16 and 
17 of the cover are ?rmly seated on the bars 8. Suit 
able ?nger grips 22 are provided for convenience in slid 
ing the cap 20 endwise of the bars 8. 
As mentioned, the portions 8a and 8b of the bars 8 

extend outwardly beyond the edges of the frame and these 
provide supports on which the clamp may be hooked for 
convenience of the operator while he is changing the 
placards. If desired, the clamp ‘may be magnetic so as to 
assure its better retention on the selected portion 8a or 8b. 
Disposed within the container is the main display 

placard 23 which preferably is double faced with advertis 
ing indicia and the like on both faces. For example, in 
real estate signs, it may be the name, address, and tele 
phone number or the realtor. Near the upper portion of 
the sign may be the words such as “For Sale” or the like. 
However, the placard may substantially ?ll the interior of 
the cabinet peripherally and the cabinet is su?iciently wide, 
forwardly and rearwardly, to accommodate additional 
cards. Thus, for example, a house is ?rst advertised by 
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the sign as being “For Sale.” When it is sold, an additional 
placard, for example, “Sold By” may be inserted in the 
cabinet in overlying face to face relation to the upper 
“For Sale” portion of the placard 23. Thus, without dis 
turbing the placard 23, the message can be changed. For 
this latter purpose, two placards such as indicated at 24, 
may be provided. For holding the placards 24 convenient 
ly in place, suitable hangers 25 are provided. In the form 
illustrated, the hanger 25 is a strap bent between its ends 
so as to ?t over the top of the placard 23 for supportmg 
the hanger in place, While the extreme end portions are 
bent back upwardly to provide cradles for accommodat 
ing the placards 24. 

In the form illustrated, the hanger 25 is W-sha-ped in 
cross section, with its central portion in the form of crest 
25a which rests upon the upper edge of the placard 23 and 
depending portions 25b which extend downwardly a pre— 
determined distance, and free end portions indicated at 
250 which are bent upwardly to provide the cradles. 
Placards 24 can be dropped into place in'the cradles, re 
spectively, and supported thereby in overlying concealing 
relation to the upper portion of the placard 23. The 
placards 24 can be double faced and readily changed with 
out disturbing the placard 23. For assisting in gripping 
the placards, thumb notches 26 are provided in the top 
margins of the front and rear walls of the container. 

In addition to the normal advertising, it is often desir 
able to emphasize certain features of the house and for 
this purpose an additional message container 30 may be 
provided. The container 30 may be in all operating re 
spects, except height and width, the same as cabinet 10 
above described. In the form illustrated the container 
30 is shown as including a bottom wall 31, end walls 32, 
and front and rear walls 33 and 34, respectively. These 
walls maybe integral and ‘of transparent plastic. The con 
tainer 30 is closed at the top by a removable cover 35 
which also may be of molded plastic. The container rests 
on the upper edge of the transverse member ‘4. Front and 
rear retaining bars 36 are provided on the frame between 
the upright members 2 at a location near the top of the 
container 30. The cover 35 is such that its lower edge 
rests on the bars 36. It is held in place by a clamp 37 
having inturned bottom ?anges 38 which can engage 
beneath the undersides of ‘bars 36. Suitable ?nger grips 
39 are provided on the clamp 37. The clamp 37 operates 
in the same manner as the clamp 20 heretofore described. 
If desired, suitable ?ns 41 can be provided on the bar 4 
for centering the cabinets 30 edgewise of the frame 2. 

Pairs of front and rear abutments 42 may 'be provided 
on the cross member 4, thus reinforcing the container 30 
against ?atwise de?ection by high winds and the like. 
The container 30 is adapted to hold a plurality of in 

dividually replaceable placards 40 so that the message 
can be changed readily without the necessity of the sales 
man carrying about a large number of placards. 

Such plastic cabinets with tight ?tting covers are pre 
ferred as they tend not to “sweat” inside, as does glass 
and some other transparent materials. Thus the placards 
therein remain clearly visible under most operating con 
ditions. They protect the placards within from the dele 
terious effects of weather. Thus the cabinets 10 is se 
cured by having its lateral edges ‘between the side walls 
of the upright channel members 2 and is reinforced for 
wardly and rearwardly by having its lower edge disposed 
between the abutments 9. The top edge is reinforced 
against de?ection ?atwise by the bars 8 and the clamp 20. 
Likewise, the lower container 30 is well reinforced against 
?atwise de?ection at the top by virtue of the bars 36 and 
at the bottom by the abutments 42. 
Having thus described my invention, I claim: 
1. An advertising sign apparatus comprising a rigid 

frame including a pair of upright channels having their 
open sides in spaced parallel aligned relation to each other 
and opening toward each other, means for supporting the 
channels in upright position, said channels being ‘open at 
their upper ends, 
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4 
an open top container having transparent imperforate 

front and rear walls spaced ?atwise from each other 
with the space therebetween closed in sealed rela 
tion at the lateral edges of the front and rear walls 
by side walls, respectively, 

the lateral edges of the container being slidably sup 
ported in the channels for vertical movement there 
along, said container being insertable in, and remov 
able from the channels through the open upper ends 
of the channels, 

means on the frame limiting the downward movement 
of the container relative to the channels and posi 
tively constraining the container to a position wherein 
the upper margin of the container extends a substan 
tial distance above the frame such that the upper 
margin can be grasped by the ?ngers for lifting the 
container upwardly out of the frame, 

a detachable cover on and closing the open top of the 
container and having front and rear walls in over 
lapping relation to said portion of the margins above 
the frame, 

and a stiff double face removable placard receivable in 
the container through the open top thereof, said 
placard being substantially coextensive with said 
front and rear walls of the container. 

2. An apparatus according to claim 1 wherein a remov 
able auxiliary placard is receivable in the container through 
the open top in overlying face to face position relative to 
a portion of the double face placard, 

and supporting means are provided in the container and 
are detachably supported by the double face placard 
and, in turn, detachably support the auxiliary placard 
in said overlying position. 

3. An apparatus according to claim 2 wherein the sup— 
porting means in the container is a pair of clips each hav 
ing a downwardly opening C-shape portion detachably 
accommodating an upper portion of the stiff placard ‘be 
tween the C-arms with the juncture of the arms resting 
on the upper edge of the stiff placard, and each having an 
upwardly opening cradle portion at one face of the stiff 
placard detachably accommodating and supporting the 
auxiliary placard in face to face relation to the stiff 
placard. 

4. An apparatus according to claim 3 wherein each 
clip includes a second upwardly open cradle portion dis 
posed at the other face of the stiff placard, and a second 
auxiliary placard is detachably accommodated in the sec 
ond cradle portion in overlying face to face relation to a 
portion of the other face of the stiff placard. 

5. An apparatus according to claim 1 wherein said 
frame has front and rear horizontal cross-tie members ad 
jacent the upper ends of the channels, and the lower edges 
of said cover rest on the cross-tie members when the cap 
is in closing relation to the open top of the container. 

6. An apparatus according to claim 5 wherein a de~ 
tachable C-shape clamp is provided and has a body por 
tion and arms depending therefrom with lower inturned 
marginal ?anges in engagement with the under faces of 
the cross-tie members, respectively, when the body portion 
bears on the cover, and said clamp is slidable along the 
cover and cross-tie members to and from the lateral edge 
of the frame. 
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