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This invention relates to display devices, and more 
particularly, to dividers which are particularly well 
adapted for dividing display racks, and the like. 

It is a primary object of the present invention to afford 
a novel divider for display racks and the like. 
Another object is to enable display racks, and the like, 

to be divided in a novel and expeditious manner. 
In display racks for greeting cards, and the like, it is 

common practice to display the cards in stacks, with the 
stacks disposed on their edges in long troughs or com 
partments, with the troughs or compartments divided into 
smaller compartments, in which the respective stacks of 
individual cards are disposed. In some such racks here 
tofore known in the art, the divisions separating the 
smaller compartments have been permanent‘. However, 
such construction is undesirable because, for example, 
the widths of such compartments is then ?xed, and the 
maximum width of card which may be displayed in such 
a rack may be no greater than the widest compartment 
in the rack. Also, with the compartment sizes ?xed, 
space is often wasted in the display of such cards, be 
cause the compartments are often wider than is necessary 
to receive certain cards being displayed. Thus, it has been 
found desirable to construct card display racks, and the 
like, in such a manner that the width of the various com-_ 
partrnents may be adjusted.‘ It is ‘an important object 
of the present invention to enable this to be accomplished 
in a novel and expeditious manner. I ‘ 7 

'Another object of the present invention is to afford 
a novel divider for card display racks, and the like, which 
may be quickly and easily installed in and removed from 
such a rack, and which may be readily adjusted to vari 
ous positions in such a racks. 
~ Removable dividers for card display racks, and the 
like, have been heretofore known in the art. However, 
such dividers as have been heretofore known in the art 
have commonly had several inherent disadvantages such 
as,‘ for example, requiring a different size divider for 
each different front-to-back depth of card rack comparti 
ment; not effectively ?lling the compartment from viron-t 
to back, so that cards in the compartment may slip edge 
wise past the divider‘into another compartment; being 
difficult to install, remove,‘or adjust; or being compli 
cated in. construction and operation, and the like. It 
is another object of the present invention to overcome 
such disadvantages. , _ " ' 

_ A further object of the present invention is to afford 
a novel divider of the aforementioned type wherein the 
parts thereof are so constituted and arranged that a sin 
gle divider may be effectively used in compartments of 
several different depths. ' 
Another object is to afford a novel divider of the afore 

mentioned type which is automatically adjustable, in a 
novel and expeditious manner, to accommodate various 
depths of compartments in which it may be used. 

‘ ,Yet another object. is to afford a novel divider of the 
aforementioned type which is practical and e?icient in 
operation, and which may be readily and economically 
produced commercially. 

Other and further objects of the present invention will 
be apparent from the following description and claims 
and are illustrated in the accompanying drawings which, 
by way of ‘illustration, show a preferred embodiment of 
the present invention and the principles thereof and what 
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I now consider to be the best mode in which I have con 
templated applying these principles. Other embodiments 
of the invention embodying the same or equivalent prin 
ciples may be used and structural changes may be made 
as desired by those skilled in the art without departing 
from the present invention and the purview of the ap 
pended claims. ‘ 

In the drawings: 
FIG. 1 is a front view of a card display rack embody 

ing dividers embodying the principles of the present in 
vention; 

FIG. 2 is a perspective view of one of the dividers 
shown in FIG. 1; 
FIG. 3 is an enlarged, fragmentary, detail sectional 

view taken substantially along the line 3—-3 in FIG. 1; 
FIG. 4 is an enlarged, fragmentary, detail sectional 

view taken substantially along the line 4-4 in FIG. 1; 
and ‘ 

FIG. 5 is an enlarged, fragmentary, detail sectional 
view taken substantially along the line 5-—5 in FIG. 1. 

In the drawings, a plurality of dividers 1, embodying 
the principles of the present invention, are shown mounted 
in a card display rack 2 to illustrate the preferred em 
bodiment of the present invention. 
The display rack 2 is substantially rectangular in shape, 

including a front wall 3 and a rear wall 4 disposed in 
upright, substantially parallel spaced relation to each 
other, with two oppositely disposed side walls 5 and 6 
extending between the front wall 3 and the rear wall 4 
in substantially perpendicular relation thereto. Three 
partition walls 7 and 8 and 9i'are disposed between the 
front wall 3 and the rear wall 4 in substantially parallel 
spaced relation thereto and to each other, FIGS. 1 and 
3-5. ' 

' The partition wall 7 is spaced rearwardly from the 
front wall 3, the walls Sand 7 affording the front and 
rear walls, respectively, of a trough ‘or elongated com-_ 
partrnent 10, FIGS. 1 and 5, which ‘extends between the 
side walls 5 and 6. The_partition wall 8 is spaced rear 
wardly from the partition wall 7, the walls 7 and 8 
affording the front and rear walls, respectively, of a 
trough or elongated compartment 11, FIGS. 1 and 4, 
which extends between the side walls 5 and 6. The par 
tition wall 9 is disposed rearwardly of the partition wall 
8, ‘the walls 8 and 9 affording the front and rear walls, 
respectively, of a trough of elongated compartment 12-, 

~ FIGS. land 3, which extends between the side walls 5 
and 6. The partition wall 9 is disposed forwardly of‘the 
rear wall 4, the walls 9 and 4 affording thefront and rear 
walls, respectively,,of a‘trough "or elongated comparti 
ment 13, FIG. 1, which extends between’ the side walls 

"5and6. 

55 

The compartments 10413 are" open at the top, and are 
closed at the bottom bysuitable bottom walls, not shown, 
in a manner well known in the art. _ 

All of the clips 1, shown in FIG. I, are identical in 
' construction, each embodying an elongated body portion 
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'~ . polypropylene. 

14, and a supporting member in the form of a clip 15. 
The body member 14 is preferably ?at, and includes 

a front edge portion 16' and a rear edge portion 17 
spaced from each other by a downwardly opening, elon 
gated slot‘18, FIGS. 2-5. The body member 14 also 
includes an upper end portion or intermediate portion 
1'9 extending between, and operatively connected to, the 
upper ends of the edge portions 16 and 17. The upper 
end portion 19 is preferably uniplanar to front portion 

“ 16 and rear portion 17, and de?nes the upper end of the 
slot 18. 
The body member 14 may be made of any suitable 

?exible material, such as, for example, a suitable thermos 
plastic polymer or co~polymer such as polyethylene or 

The upper end portion 19 of the body 
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member. ,14 affords a hinge connection between the front 
portion 16 and the rear portion 17, the portions 16 and 
17 being pivotable or ?exible around the interconnection 
thereof afforded by‘ the upper end portion'19 toward 
and away from each other to thereby close and narrow 
the slot 18, respectively, for a purpose which will be 
discussed in greater detail presently. 
. .The front edge portion 16 has a front edge 20 which, 
at its lower end portion, at least, is preferably convex 
outwardly, FIGS. 3-5. The front edge portion 16 also 
includes a rear edge 21, which curves downwardly and 
rearwardly from the upper end of ‘the slot 18, and ter 
minates at its lower end at the lower end 22 of the front 
edge portion 16, which is preferably rounded. The front 
edge portion 16 ‘of the body member 14 is longer than 
the rear edge portion 17, and in its normal, un?exed posi 
tion, curves downwardly and rearwardly‘ in such a manner 
that the lower end 22 thereof terminates below the rear 
edge portion 17 in vertical alignment therewith, 

I The rear edge portion 17 ,of the body member 16 em 
bodies a convex outwardly front edge 23. ' The curva: 
tures of the rearedge 21 .of the front edge portion 16, 
and-of ‘the front edge-23 of the rear edge portion 17 are 
such-that when __the body member 14 is disposed in nor 
mal', un?exed ‘position, FIGS. 2~4, the front and rear 
edges of the slot 18 ?are outwardly away from each other 
from the upper end portion of the slot 18 to the lower end 
thereof. ' _ u - 1 

_ ‘The clip 15 may be made of any suitable material such 
as, for example, the aforementioned polypropylene or 
polyethylene, and embodies a substantially ?at front wall 
24, having a .reversely bent, downwardly extending ?ange 
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25 at the top thereof. The front wall 24 projects out- ' 
wardly from the body member 14 in substantially perpen 
dicular relation thereto, with the ?ange 25 projecting rear 
wardlyfrom thefront wall 24, and, preferably, with the 
rear face 26 of the front wall 24 disposed in uniplanar 
relation to the rear edge portion 17 of the body mem 
ber 14. r i 

. In the use of the divider 1, it may be moved vertical 
ly downwardly into a compartment of a card display 
rack, or the like, such as for example, the compartment 
11, of the rack 2, FIGS. 1 and 4, into position wherein 
the body member.“ extends laterally between the front 
and- rear walls 1of the. compartment, and the clip 15 is 
hooked over the upper edge of'one of the aforementioned 
walls, such as, for example, the rear wall 8, in position 
to supportjthe body member 14 in such position between 
the front‘and rear walls of the compartment. 
The vparts of thedivider 1 are so constituted and ar 

ranged that it may be used in compartments having a 
variety of depths, from front to rear, while still affording 
all-effective divider for such compartments. Thus, for 
example, in a compartment having the maximum width 
for the particular size divider being used,'such as, for 
example, the compartment 11, FIG. 4, when the divider 
1 is disposed in operative position'in. the compartment 
11, with the clip 15 hooked over the upper edge of the 

vrear partition wall 8, the rear edge of the divider 1 is 
disposed in engagement with' the front face of the parti-_ 
tion wall 8, and the front edge 20 of the divider 1 is dis 
posed ‘in engagement with the‘rear face of the partition 
wall 7; Thedepth of the compartment 11, from front to 
rear, is such that the aforementioned engagement of the 
divider 1 with the walls..7 and 8 is effected without ?ex 
ing of .the front and rear portions 16 and 17. of the di 
vide-r toward each other. ‘ 
However, the divider 1 also may be used in compart 

ments, such as, for example, the compartment 10, FIG. 
5,-having ailesserdepth than the compartment 11. In 

,7 in such use of the wdivider 1, vit may be moved downwardly 
'eintoqthe compartment 10 by ?exing the front edge por 

tion_~.16 of the body member, 14 rearwardly toward the rear 
edge‘portion'17, " to thereby narrow the width, of the 

"derql. Norma1ly,;,such- ?exing of the front edge por 
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4 
tion 16 may be accomplished by pressing the divider v.1 
downwardly between the walls 3 and 7, the upper edge of 
the wall 3 engaging the lower portion of the convex 
front edge 20 of the divider 1 and riding upwardly there 
along to cam the front edge portion 16 rearwardly to— 
ward the rear edge 17. However, if desired, such ?exing 
of the front edge portion 16 toward the rear edge por 
tion 17 may be manually accomplished by the ?ngers or 
by the use of a suitable tool. 
With the lower end portion of the front edge 20 of the 

divider 1 being convex in shape, the divider 1 may not 
only be ‘ readily installed in compartments of various 
widths, but may also be installed in compartments where 
in the front and rear walls thereof terminate at various 
heights relative to each other. Thus, for example, the 
divider 1 may be mounted in a'compartment, such as a 
compartment 12, FIG. 3, which may be of the same width 
as the compartment 10, shown in FIG. 5, but wherein 
the wall 8 terminates below the upper edge of the wall 
9 a greater distance than the upper edge of the wall 3 
terminates below the upper edge of the wall 7. As illus 
trated in FIG. 3, under these conditions, the divider 1 
may be inserted into the compartment 12 into position 
wherein the clip 15 is mounted on the upper edge of the 
rear wall 9 thereof, and the upper edge of the front wall 
8 is disposed in abutting engagement with the lower end 
portion of the front edge 20 of the divide-r 1. - 

In all operative positions of the divider 1 wherein the‘ 
front and rear edges thereof are disposed in abutting en 
gagement'with respective ones of the front and rear walls 
of a card display rack compartment, the divider 1 affords 
effective blocking of all vertical planes between the front 
‘and rear of the compartment in such a manner that cards 
which are of such vertical height that they project above 
the horizontal plane of the point on the front edge 23 of 
the rear edge portion 17 of the body member 14, which 
is disposed in vertical alignment with the extreme rear 
edge of the bottom edge portion 22 of the front portion 
16 of the body member 14, are blocked against movement 
past the divider 1, the‘ front edge portion 16 of the body 
member 14 projecting downwardly and rearwardly under 
the rear edge portion 17 in such a manner as to insure such 
operation of the divider 1. 

It will be appreciated by those skilled in the art that 
although the dividers 1 are shown mounted on the rear 
walls of the compartments 10-13, with the body members 
14 projecting forwardly therefrom, this is merely by way 
of illustration, and, not by way of limitation, and that, if 
desired, the divider 1 may be mounted on the front walls 
of the compartments 10-13, with the body member 14 pro 
jecting rearwardly therefrom, without departing from the 
purview of the present invention. . 
2 It will be seen from the foregoing that the present inven 
tion affords a novel divider which may be quickly and 
easily installed in operative position on display racks for 
greeting cards, and thelike, and may also be quickly and 
easily removed therefrom. ’ . 

> In addition, it will-be seen that'the present invention 
affords a novel divider which may be quickly and easily 
adjusted to different positions on such a card rack. 

Also, the present invention affords a novel divider which 
may be used on compartments of various front-to-rear 
depths in such display racks, so as to minimize. the num~ 
ber of different sizes of dividers which it is necessary to 
stock for display racks having compartments of various 
depths. ‘ - - 

Also, it will be seen that the present invention affords 
a novel andpractical divider for display racks,'and the 
like, which may be readily and economically‘ produced 
commercially. ' ' ‘ ' ' . ‘ 

" 

Thus, while vI have illustrated 3and described "thel'pre 
ferred embodiment of my invention, it is to be understood 
that this is capable of variation and modi?cation, andI 
therefore do not wish to be limited to the vprecise details 
set‘forth, but desire to availnmyself of such changes and 
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alterations as fall within the purview of the following 
claims. , ' 

I claim: . 

1. A divider for card display racks of the type having 
front and rear walls de?ning respective opposite sides of a 
compartment, said divider comprising 

(a) a body portion having 
' (1) an v=upper end, and 

(2) a lower end, . v I - ’ 

(b) said body portion including two oppositely dis 
posed lateral edge portions 

(1) hin'gedly' connected‘ to ‘each other at said 
upper end,-and; I - , 

(2) projecting downwardly from said‘upper end 
‘ 1 in spaced relation‘to each other, and 

(c')'means on one of said’lateral edge portions for 
mounting'said body‘ portion on ‘an upper edge portion 
of one wall in downwardly extending position be 
tween walls'with said edge'portions disposed in abut 
ting engagement with-adjacent walls, . t I 

(d) one of said edge portions projecting downwardly 
and horizontally into position vertically below the 
other of said edge portions. 

2. A divider for card display racks of the type having 
front and rear walls de?ning respective opposite sides of 
a compartment, said divider comprising 

(a) a body portion having a front portion and a rear 
portion 

(1) hingedly connected together at their top edge 
portions, 

(2) projecting downwardly from said top edge 
portions in horizontally spaced relation to each 
other, and 

(3) rotatable toward and away from each other, 
and 

(b) means on one of said ?rst-mentioned portions for 
removably supporting said body portion from one 
wall with 

(1) said rear portion disposed in abutting engage 
ment with a rear wall, and 

(2) said front portion disposed in abutting engage 
' ment with a front wall, 

(c) said front and rear portions horizontally overlap 
ping each other below said top edge portions. 

3. A divider for display racks of the type for display 
ing stacks of ?at articles, such as ‘cards, in upstanding 
position on their edges between front and rear walls which 
de?ne opposite sides of a compartment, said divider com 
prising 

(a) a body portion comprising 
(1) a rear edge portion, 
(2) a front edge portion, and 
(3) an intermediate portion’ extending between 
and operatively interconnecting the tops of said 
front and rear edge portions, 

(b) a said front and rear portions 
(1) being spaced from each other at all points 
below said intermediate portion, and 

(2) being pivotable on said intermediate portion 
forwardly and rearwardly relative to each other, 

(e) one of said front and rear portions extending down 
wardly below the other of said front and rear por 
tions into position vertically below said other portion, 
and 

(d) means on one of said front and rear portions for 
supporting said body portion in a compartment from 
one wall with said rear portion engaging a rear wall 
and said front portion engaging a front wall. 

4. A divider for display racks of the type for displaying 
stacks of ?at articles, such as cards, in upstanding 
position on their edges between front and rear walls which 
de?ne opposite sides of a compartment, said divider com 
prising 

(a) a substantially ?at body portion comprising 

15 

.20. 

25 

30 

35 

40 

50 

60 

70 

75 

6 
(1) a substantially vertically extending rear edge 

portion, . 

(2). a substantially vertically extending front edge 
portion, and 

(3) an upper edge portion 
(a') extending between and operatively in 

terconnecting the tops of said front and 
rear edge portions, and 

~ (~b’) disposed in substantially uniplanar re 
lation to said front and rear edge por— 

. , tions, _ . . 

' (b) one ofsaid front and rear portions having a con 
' _ vex edge portion remote from the other of said front 

and rear portions . 

(c) a clip mounted on the edge portion of said other 
' portion remote, from said convex portion for re 
movably mounting said divider on a top edge por 
tion of one wall in position to extend downwardly 
into a compartment with V 

(1) said body portion disposed substantially per 
pendicular to said clip, ' ' 

(2) said edge portion of said other portion dis 
posed in engagement with the one wall, and 

(3) said convex edge portion disposed in engage 
ment with another wall, 

(d) said front and rear portions 
(1) being spaced from each other at all points 
below said upper edge portion and 

(2) being ?exible on said upper edge portion for 
wardly and rearwardly relative to each other, 

(e) one of said front and rear portions extending down 
wardly below the other of said front and rear por 
tions into position vertically below said other portion. 

5. A divider for display racks of the type for displaying 
stacks of ?at articles, such as cards, in upstanding position 
on their edges between front and rear walls which de?ne 
opposite sides of a compartment, said divider comprising 

(a) a substantially ?at body portion comprising 
(1) a substantially vertically extending rear edge 

portion, 
(2) a substantially vertically extending front edge 

portion, and 
(3) an upper edge portion 

(a') extending between and operatively in— 
terconnecting the tops of said front and 
rear edge portions, and 

(b’) disposed in substantially uniplanar re 
lation to said front and rear edge portions, 

(b) said front edge portion having a convex front 
edge remote from said rear edge portion, 

(c) said rear edge portion having a substantially ?at 
rear edge remote from said front end portion, 

(cl) a clip mounted on said rear edge portion and ex 
tending along said rear edge in position to remova 
bly support said body portion from the upper edge 
portion of a rear wall with 

(1) said rear edge disposed in engagement with 
a rear Wall, and 

(2) said convex front edge disposed in engage 
ment with a front wall, 

(e) said body portion having an elongated slot 
(1) extending downwardly and rearwardly from 

said upper edge portion, and 
(2) separating said front edge portion from said 

rear edge portion, 
(f) said front edge portion extending downwardly and 
rearwardly into position vertically below said rear 
edge portion and terminating forwardly of the verti 
cal plane of said rear edge, and 

(g) said front and rear edge portions being resiliently 
?exible on said upper edge portion toward and away 
from each other to narrow and widen said slot. 

‘6. A divider as de?ned in claim 5, and in which said 
body portion and said clip are made of plastic material. 

7. A display rack having a front wall and a rear wall 
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‘de?ning opposite sides of a compartment in which ?at 
articles, suchas greeting cards,_may be displayed in stacks 
disposed'on edge with the ?at faces of said articles facing 
forwardly and rearwardly, the combination therewith 

_ _ (a) a divider for dividing said‘ compartment and limit 
ing the movement of cards in a stack in one direc 
tion in said compartment along said walls, 

(b) said divider comprising 
(1) a body member having oppositely disposed 

side edges, and ' 
(2) a clip mounted along one of said side edges 
and hooked over one of said walls in position 
to support said body member in said compart 
ment with . _ 

(a’) one'of said edges disposed in engage 

ment with said one Wall, and' ' (b’) the other of said side edges disposed in 

engagement with the other of said walls, 
(c) said body member having - 

(1) a front portion, 
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(2) a rear portion, and "' ' ' - > - 

(3) a downwardly opening slot separating said 
_ v, . front and rear portions, ,_ r ' 

(d) one of said portions extending downwardly below 
the other of said portions and terminating at its 
lower end in vertical alignment with said other por; 
tion, and ‘ ~ ' '~ 

(e) said front and rear portions of said body member 
being ?exible toward ,and away from each other to 
close and open said slot. ' ' a " ' 
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