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This invention relates to small boats and more particu 
larly to a simple accessory readily installable crosswise 
thereof for use in holding the tiller in a desired position 
and for readily adjusting it to different positions. 

Operators of small sailboats are ofttimes burdened with 
the task of continuously minding the tiller to keep the boat 
on a desired course. Under many sailing conditions it is 
feasible to keep the tiller in a desired position for an ex 
tended period of time. Various proposals have been ad 
vanced intended to meet this need. However, the devices 
heretofore provided for this purpose are not easily added 
to a boat by the novice and most are objectionably com 
plex, bulky and dit?cult to use and in general have in 
adequate provision for locking the tiller in different 
selected positions as well as for easily and quickly chang 
ing the tiller to a different position. 
With the foregoing and other disadvantages of the prior 

art tiller constructions in mind, it is an object of the pres 
ent invention to provide a simple, inexpensive tiller tend 
ing accessory which can be quickly installed in a wide 
range of boat sizes and types without need for tools or 
changes in the boat structure. In addition, the invention 
accessory is instantly convertible between manual and 
nonmanual control of the tiller. Furthermore, so long as 
adjusted for nonmanual control the accessory is easily and 
quickly adjusted to shift the position of the tiller without 
need for deactivating the nonmanual control. A further 
and important feature is the fact that the present accessory 
is so easily attached to the boat that it can be positioned 
for use in a matter of seconds and as quickly removed 
thereby avoiding the possibility of theft. To this end the 
accessory is equipped with spring-activated pressure clamps 
for holding it ?rmly anchored in operating position, as 
between the interioropposite sides of the boat. The re 
maining subassembly is readily clamped in place on the 
tiller and is so small and lacking in utility for other pur 
poses that it can safely be left in place on the tiller when 
the boat is not in use. 

Accordingly, it is a primary object of the present inven 
tion to provide a simple, inexpensive tiller tender acces 
sory adapted to be self-supporting within hte boat and 
cooperating with means carried by the tiller to render 
the latter manually or nonmanually controllable at the 
user’s option. 
Another object of the invention is the provision of a 

tiller tender accessory including a main subassembly 
adapted to be frictionally held in place within the boat 
and a cooperating detent subassembly attachable to the 
tiller. 

These and other more speci?c objects will appear upon 
reading the following speci?cation and claims and upon 
considering in connection therewith the attached drawings. 

Referring now to the drawings in which a preferred 
embodiment of the invention is illustrated: 
FIGURE 1 is a fragmentary perspective view showing 

the tiller tender in a typical operating environment and 
in use to hold the tiller anchored against movement; 
FIGURE 2 is a side elevational view on an enlarged 

scale showing the tiller in cross-section; 
FIGURE 3 is a fragmentary view on an enlarged scale 

showing parts of the tender in section; and 
FIGURE 4 is a fragmentary cross-sectional view taken 

along line 4-4 on FIGURE 3. 
Referring initially more particularly to FIGURE 1, 
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there is shown a preferred embodiment of the tiller tender 
accessory designated generally 10 mounted crosswise be 
tween the opposite sides of a small sailboat 11. The 
rudder, not shown, has an operating shaft 12 projecting 
upwardly through the center of the aft end of the boat. 
Tiller 13 has a bifurcated end straddling the upper end of 
shaft 12 \and pivoted thereto by pin 14 and permitting the 
tiller to be raised and lowered as it is used to rotate the 
tiller shaft either clockwise or counterclockwise as re 
quired to keep the boat on a desired course. 
When not being manually controlled, the tiller is 

equipped with a detent designated generally 16 which can 
be inserted in a desired position along device 10 to hold 
the tiller against pivotal movement in either direction. 
The principal subassembly of the tiller tender will now 

be described by the aid of FIGURES 2 to 4. The device 
includes a main body tube 18 having a pair of mounting 
or clamping tubes 19, 20 loosely supported in its opposite 
ends and urged outwardly to their respective extended 
positions by compression springs 21, 21 housed within 
tube 18. Desirably each of tubes 19 and 20 are retained 
against dissassembly from tube 18 as by a friction detent 
spring 23 of generally C-con?guration. This keeper 
spring is mounted near the inner ends of tubes 19, 20 and 
has a detent 24 projecting outwardly through an opening 
25 in the side wall of the tubes. The outer end of detent 
24 is preferably slightly rounded and bears under con 
siderable pressure against the interior side wall of tube 18. 
The outer ends of tubes 19, 20 are preferably capped, 

as with a plastic thimble 27, having their outer end sur 
faces socketed in spherical depression 28 of a cup-shaped 
member 29. This member is ?lled with a resilient bear 
ing pad 30. It will be understood that the extension and 
contraction capacity of the described main subassembly 
is such that the device is readily accommodated between 
the opposite sides of small boats of a wide range of sizes 
and designs. As herein illustrated, the accessory is 
mounted between 1the vertical sides 33 of seats customari 
ly extending along either interior side of the boat. How 
ever, in other boats the bearing pads ‘30 would bear 
against the gunwales or any other appropriate and con 
venient structure to either side of the tiller. 
An important component of the tender is a relatively 

large diameter, stiff coil spring 35 of the open-wound 
type. The opposite ends of this spring are shown seated 
in grooves 36 on the ends of knurled collars 37 suitably 
?xed to the opposite ends of tube 18. It will be under 
stood that spring 35 is rotatable about its own axis rela 
tive to grooves 36. Alternatively, the entire tubular 
structure may rotate about its own axis within sockets 
28 of the friction pads 30 as torquing force is applied to 
spring 35 or to knurled collars 37. 

Detent subassembly 16 is held ?rmly clamped to the 
tiller handle at a point overlying accessory v10, as by a 
band clamp 39. As here shown, this band is of the type 
having rows of slots extending at an angle crosswise of 
one end and within which a worm screw 40 operates. 
This worm screw is rotatably mounted in member 41 
suitably secured to the clamping band. Screw 40 has a 
head 42 formed with a kerf 43 to receive a tool bit to 
operate the screw. Straddling the adjustable clamping 
means for the clamp is ‘a stirrup 45 having a long detent 
blade 46 projecting outwardly from its bight portion in 
a manner clearly shown in FIGURE .3. ‘Desirably this 
detent projects from either end of stirrup 45 to the end 
that the tiller can be rotated through a substantial arc to 
either side of its center position with one or the other 
of its ends positioned for insertion between the turns of 
spring 35. 
The mode of installing the described tiller tender and 

using the same to mind the tiller will be readily under 
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stood from the foregoing detailed description of its con 
struction and the relationship of its components to one 
another. -In preparing to use the device, the operator 
simply grasps the opposite ends 19 and 20 of the main 
subassembly and presses the pad of one against an interior 
support of the boat while retracting the other tube, as 20, 
until its friction pad can be seated against the other side 
of the boat thereby ?rmly anchoring the accessory close 
ly below the tiller in the manner shown in FIGURE 1. 
The detent subassembly is then clamped to the shaft of 
the tiller with its detent centered over the central portion 
of coil spring 35. Once this detent assembly has been 
secured in place using an ordinary screwdriver to tighten 
clamp 39, subassembly 16 may be left permanently in 
stalled on the tiller. 

Once the boat is in open water and stabilized on a 
selected course, the helmsman may look the tiller in a de 
sired position simply by lowering it until detent 46 nests 
between adjacent convolutions of spring 35. Desirably 
the coils of the spring are so positioned when anchoring 
collars 37 are in place as to frictionally grip the opposite 
sides of the detent and thereafter cooperate in gripping 
the detent to safeguard againts its accidental dislodge 
ment from spring 35. It will be understood that the 
spring is sufficiently long that the tiller can be adjusted 
to any position through a relatively wide angle of ad-' 
justment. ' 

The helmsman may lift the tiller from the spring at 
any time by applying a positive upward force and then 
continue to steer the boat manually, returning the tiller 
to nonmanual control quickly and at any time and in any 
desired position. 

‘It not infrequently happens that the helmsman may 
Wish to shift the course of the boat while under nonmanu 
al control and this can be done by lifting the detent from 
the spring and resetting it in a differently adjusted position. 
Alternatively a small change in course is easily obtained 
by grasping coil 35 or knurled collars 37 and torquing 
the spring either clockwise or counterclockwise, as ap 
propriate, to shift detent 46 and the attached tiller in 
the desired direction. 
When mooring the boat at the end of the day, acces 

sory 10 is quickly detached simply by grasping one of 
the anchor tubes '19 or 20 and pushing it axially toward 
the other in opposition to spring 21. As this is done the‘ 
device is lifted from between the sides of the boat and 
carried to a place of safe storage until again needed. 
While the particular tiller tender accessory for small 

boats herein shown and disclosed in detail is fully capable 
of attaining the objects and providing the advantages here 
inbefore stated, it is to be understood that it is merely il 
lustrative of the presently preferred embodiment of the 
invention and that no limitations are intended to the de 
tails of construction or design herein shown other than 
as de?ned in the appended claims. 

I claim: 
1. A tiller tender accessory for use on boats to hold 
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the tiller selectively in different positions, said accessory 
comprising elongated rigid support means engageable 
at its ends with the boat structure adjacent the opposite 
sides of the boat tiller, a stiff open-wound coil spring sup 
ported coaxially of said ‘rigid support means between the 
ends thereof and detent means securable to the tiller and 
shaped to be inserted radially between the convolutions 
of said spring and cooperating therewith to hold said tiller 
in a desired adjusted position so long as said detent 
means remains captive between a selected pair of spring 
convolutions. 

2. A tiller ‘tender accessory as de?ned in claim 1 char 
acterized in the provision of means for holding the op? 
posite ends of said coil spring against movement axially 
of said rigid support means but free for rotation about 
the axis thereof, whereby rotation of said spring ‘is effective 
to shift said detent means lengthwise of said spring to ad 
just 'the tiller to a diiferent position. ' 

3. A tiller tender accessory having an elongated tubu 
lar main body provided with means at its ends engage 
able with boat structure to hold said accessory rigidly 
supported horizontally crosswise of the boat beneath the 
boat tiller, a stiif open-wound coil spring encircling the 
midportion of said main body, detent means adapted to 
be mounted on the portion of the tiller overlying said coil 
spring and adapted to have a detent‘ thereon pressed be 
tween a selected pair of adjacent spring convolutions andv 
cooperating therewith to hold the ‘tiller in a desired ad 
justed position to hold the boat on a selected course. 

4. A tiller tender accessory as de?ned in claim 3 char 
acterized in that said tubular main body includes spring-3 
pressed support pad means projecting from its opposite 
ends and adapted to support said accessory rigidly between 
structure on the opposite sides of the boat. 

5. A tiller tender as de?ned in claim 4 characterized 
in that said coil spring is rotatable about its own axis 

. when grasped by the hand and torqued. 
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6. A tiller tender as de?ned in claim 4 characterized in 
that said pad means includes resilient surfaced pads 
adapted to bear against a generally vertical surface of the 
boat structure and having socketed engagement with the 
ends of said tubular main body. 

7. A tiller tender accessory comprising a tube housing 
compression spring means, a tubular extension mounted 
in each end of said tube and urged outwardly by said 
spring means, and effective to hold said accessory sup-_ 
ported horizontally crosswise of the rear end of a boat, 
an open-wound stiff coil spring encircling said tube, and 
detent means cl-ampableto a tiller and having a detent 
adapted to be inserted between adjacent convolutions of 
said coil spring and to be shifted axially of said tube as 
said coil spring is rotated about the axis thereof. 
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