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This invention relates to a novel display package where 
in a packaged article or articles may be suspended within 
the body of the package, and is visible from the exterior 
of the package to create an illusion that the packaged 
article is free from support by the package structure. 
The present invention is particularly concerned with 

the packaging of small magnetically attractable items, 
chie?y toys and similar novelties. The principal object 
of this invention is to provide a novel display package 
having at least a portion of its body transparent to allow 
viewing of a magnetically attractable packaged article, 
and having a support at its top including a permanent 
magnet device which will attract the packaged article 
under normal conditions toward the top of the package, 
whereby the article appears to be suspended in an un 
known way within the center of the package, free from 
support by its sides and bottom. 

Another object of the invention is to provide a display 
package of the aforementioned character, which may be 
simply constructed of inexpensive materials, and which 
preferably includes a tubular body portion having walls 
which are transparent, together with structure for mount 
ing a permanent magnet at the top of the body portion 
of the package for attracting articles Within the body 
portion away from the sides and bottom thereof. 

Another object of the invention is to provide such a 
package in the form of a tubular body portion having a 
closed bottom and transparent side walls, together with a 
platform extending across the open top of the body por 
tion and covered by a cap or similar cover member which 
cooperates with the platform to form a small chamber 
at the top of the package in which the permanent magnet 
member can be retained. 
An additional object of the invention is to provide such 

a display package in which the platform includes parts 
of semispherical shape, extending partially into the body 
poition of the package, and forming a support for a spheri 
cal permanent magnet member of somewhat less diameter 
than the semi-spherical part of the platform, whereby 
the spherical magnet member is free to orient itself to 
the proper polarity for attracting an article to be dis 
played within the package. 

Another object of the invention is to provide such a 
package wherein the semi-sphenical part of the platform 
is constructed of thin non-magnetic material which pre 
sents a minimum of separation between the permanent 
magnet member and the article, and which presents mini 
mum interference to the establishment of a magnetic 
?eld between the magnet member and the article. 

Other objects and advantages of the present invention 
will be apparent from the following description, the ac— 
companying drawing and the appended claims. 

In the drawing: 
FIG. 1 is an exploded perspective view illustrating a 

preferred form of display package constructed accord— 
ing to the invention; 

FIG. 2 is a view partly in section and vpartly in eleva 
tion taken through the package shown in FIG. 1, with 
the cap, platform, magnet, and packaged article in nor 
mal position; and 

FIG. 3 is an enlarged detail view illustrating the co 
operation between the spherical permanent magnet mem 
ber, the supporting platform, and the packaged article. 
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Referring to the drawing, which illustrates a preferred 
embodiment of the invention, the novel package includes 
a tubular body portion 10, preferably formed from trans 
parent material such as a cellulose acetate or equivalent, 
and having a closed bottom 12 which may be formed by 
a ?anged disc-like member welded or otherwise secured 
to the body member 10. The body portion 10 is open 
at its top, which includes a rolled inward rim 14. On 
this rim there is supported a platform 15, the periphery 
of which is of approximately the same diameter as the 
rolled rim portion 14, in order to rest upon such rim. 
The central part of the platform includes a depending 
portion 18, preferably of semi-spherical shape, or sub 
stantially such shape, such that with the platform in 
position the portion 18 extends somewhat into the body 
portion iii. The platform can conveniently be molded of 
material similar to that from which the present portion 
is constructed, and thus may also be transparent, al 
though this is not essential. Also, the platform may 
conveniently either be formed as a continuous member 
or it may be discontinuous, such as being provided with 
one or more apertures therethrough. 
The package is provided with a cover or lid 20 includ 

ing a depending ?ange 21 which ?ts snugly around the 
upper end of the body portion 10, serving to cover the 
open end of the package, and to form with the platform 
15 a cavity or chamber 22. In this chamber there is a 
permanent magnet member 25, preferably spherical in 
shape. This magnet member may be conveniently formed 
of a synthetic rubber material, or equivalent, containing 
ferrous particles which are magnetized by any suitable 
process, thus producing the spherical permanent magnet 
member which will exhibit north and south magnetic 
polarities, as indicated in FIG. 3. It should be ‘understood 
that the permanent magnet member does not necessarily 
have to be of this form. However, in a preferred em 
bodiment of the construction the spherical permanent 
magnet is employed and the depending central section 18 
of the platform is formed to the generally semi-spherical 
shape of somewhat greater radius than the magnet mem 
ber. This arrangement permits the magnet member to 
rotate easily in order to align itself in a position where 
the most effective magnetic circuit is established. 
The article or articles to be packaged and displayed 

are indicated by the general reference numeral 30. In 
the example illustrated these articles are additional per 
manent magnet spheres, of different diameters, and form 
a novel and instructive toy for demonstrating the various 
properties of magnetic ?elds, and for performing various 
tricks. It should be understood, however, that the pack 
age is useful for enclosing and displaying any type of 
small article which is magnetically attractable. One pur 
pose of the invention is to hold the article or articles 30 
suspended beneath the platform 15, and visible through 
the body portion 10, such that when the package is held 
erect, the article appears to be suspended freely within 
the body portion, and is out of contact with the walls 
and bottom, in apparent de?ance of the laws of gravity. 
As shown particularly in FIG. 3, where the magnetic 

polarities are noted on the magnet member 25 within 
the chamber 22, and on one of the members 30, the 
mounting of the member 25 within the semi-spherical por 
tion of the platform enables it to rotate with su?icient 
ease that the pole, here the north pole, of the member 
25 can be most effectively aligned. The thickness of the 
platform member 15, or at least the portion 18 thereof, is 
maintained at a minimum, and of course the platform 
member is constructed of material which offers minimum 
interference to the magnetic lines of force. Also, the 
external partial spherical surface presented by the bottom 
of the platform section 18 results in minimum surface 
contact between it and the supported article 30, and thus 
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presents a minimum of interference to the optimum orien 
tation between this article and the magnet member 25. 

While the form of the apparatus herein described con 
stitutes a preferred embodiment of the invention, it is 
to be understood that the invention is not limited to this 
precise form of apparatus, and that changes may be made 
therein without departing from the scope of the inven 
tion which is de?ned in the appended claims. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A display package for a magnetically attractable 

article, said package comprising a tubular body portion 
closed at its bottom and having an open top, said body 
portion having at least a section thereof transparent for 
viewing of the article contained therein, a cover remov 
ably mounted across said open top of said body portion, a 
thin non-magnetic supporting platform mounted beneath 
said cover and across said open top of said body portion 
and de?ning with said top a depending chamber separated 
from the remainder of the interior of said body portion, a 
permanent magnet member of predetermined shape con 
tained in said chamber, said platform having a portion 
thereof formed to a generally corresponding shape to 
said magnet member to facilitate movement of said mag 
net member into a position of optimum alignment with 
a magnetically attractable article contained in said body 
portion to establish a magnetic circuit of optimum strength 
through said platform between said magnet member and 
the article for causing the article to be suspended against 
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the undersurface of said platform and apparently free 
from support by said body portion. 

2. In a display package as de?ned in claim 1, the 
combination wherein said permanent magnet member is 
of spherical shape, and said portion of said platform is 
formed to a generally semi-spherical shape of slightly 
greater radius than said spherical magnet member. 

3. A display package as de?ned in claim 2, wherein 
said platform and said tubular body portion are con 
structed of transparent material, and wherein said plat 
form is of minimum thickness and of a non-magnetic 
material to provide ‘for attraction of the packaged article 
into close proximity with said magnet member and to 
establish an optimum magnetic circuit. 
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