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COMPACT PAINT BOX FOR PAINTING WITH 

WATER COLORS 
René Paul Moreau, Chantilly, Henri Charpentier and 

Pierre Ricart, Bury, and Pierre Boutevin, Mouy, France, 
assignors to Société Anonyme dite: Société Anonyme 
des Anciens Etablissements J. M. Paillard 

Filed Jan. 6, 1964, Ser. No. 335,856 
Claims priority, application France, Jan. 11, 1963, 

921,193, Patent 1,355,592; Mar. 29, 1963, 929,841, 
Patent 1,360,379 

2 Claims. (Cl. 206—1.7) 

It is well known that to paint with water colors it is 
quite useful to have a kit which, besides the required 
colors and brushes, comprises relatively large compart 
ments for clean water and for rinsing-water as well as 
smaller compartments wherein the preparation of various 
colors is effected. 

This invention provides an improved paint box asso 
ciating together, in a particularly handy manner, the 
various accessories required to utilize water-colors. The 
present invention has for its object a novel paint-box or 
kit essentially characterized by the fact that it is com 
prised of the combination of the following elements: 

(a) A receptacle in the form of a tray for supporting 
the colors, more especially tubes, and the brushes. Said 
device is divided into compartments by partitioning chan 
nels whose function will be discussed later. The bottom 
parts of said compartments may be slightly higher than 
the lowest part of the tray so that, when said paint-box 
is carried in a closed condition, the tubes have no tend 
ency to be displaced in the box when they do not com 
pletely ?ll the space left between the bottom part of 
the tray and the underlying face of the member which 
will come into superposition with said tube carrying mem 
ber. 

(b) A receptacle divided into the above-mentioned 
large and small compartments for holding water and for 
color-mixing; said member may comprise one or several 
elements depending on whether the large and small com 
partments are carried side by side on the same member or 
on two separate members; in the case wherein one mem 
ber carries the large compartments for containing water 
and wherein another member carries the small compart 
ments for mixing colors, the latter member may be ad 
justed relatively to the former and is provided with an ori 
?ce giving access to the member divided into the large 
water holding compartments when said member is cov 
ered by the member divided into the small mixing com 
partments. One essential characteristic of said member 
divided into the large compartments is that it is located, 
when the paint box is in its closed condition, in the vicin 
ity of the tube carrying member, that is just over or just 
under said tube carrying member. 

(0) A casing which may be formed by either of the 
abovementioned receptacles. 

(cl) A cover which may be the receptacle for holding 
water. 

Another essential characteristic of the present inven 
tion is that, in order that the paint box may have the 
smallest possible dimensions, the walls of the receptacle 
divided into the large compartments inter?t into channels 
having the same contour as the abovementioned partitions 
arranged on the tube carrying tray. 

Said channels open upwardly or downwardly depending 
on whether the tube carrying tray is located over or 
under the water carrying receptacle. 
The present invention has also for its object a novel 

kit for utilizing water colors, said kit being essentially 
characterized by the fact that it comprises a receptacle 
such as described in paragraph (b). 
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2 
To have a better understanding of the present invens 

tion two representative embodiments of said invention will 
now be described and with reference to the accompanying 
drawings in which: 
FIGS. 1, 2, 3 and 4 correspond to a ?rst embodiment 

wherein the compartmented receptacle for holding water 
comprises two separate elements. 
FIG. 1 is a perspective view of the various component 

parts of said ?rst embodiment. 
FIG. 2 is a longitudinal cross-section taken along line 

II—II of FIG. 3 showing the same embodiment with the 
kit closed. 
FIG. 3 is a section taken along line III-III of FIG. 2. 
FIG. 4 is a longitudinal cross-section showing the kit 

of FIG. 1 in use. 
FIGS. 5, 6 and 7 correspond to a second embodiment 

wherein the compartmented receptacle for holding water 
comprises a single element carrying side by side the 
large compartments for holding water and the small com 
partments for mixing colors. 

FIG. 5 is a perspective view of a paint box arranged 
in conformance with the second embodiment. 

FIG. 6 is a longitudinal cross-section taken along line 
VI—-VI of FIG. 5, with the paint box about to be closed. 
FIG. 7 is a cross-sectional view taken along the line 

VII—VII of FIG. 5, showing the pain-t box being in its 
closed condition. 

Referring now to FIG. 1, there is illustrated an em 
bodiment essential-1y comprising a receptacle 1 divided 
into large compartments for holding water, a tube and 
brush carrying tray 2, a receptacle 3 divided into small 
compartments for mixing paint and a cover 4. 
The receptacle 1 has the shape of a parallellopiped 

and includes partitions 5, 6 and 7 which divide it into 
four compartments. 
The tray 2 is so dimensioned that it can be placed 

inside the receptacle 1. It includes channel members 
5a, serving as partitions and 6a and 7a, opening down 
wards, whose height is such that partitions 5, 6 and 7 on 
the member 1 inter?t within said channel members, so that 
the tray 2 seats upon the bottom of the receptacle 1, as 
illustrated on FIGS. 2 and 3. 
The tube carrier 2 includes two tabs or ears 8 and 9 

which permit easy removal thereof when it has been 
placed within said water basin carrier. 
FIGS. 1, 2, 3 and 4 illustrate how the color tubes 10 

and brushes 11 are carried on the tube and brush 
carrier 2. 

It is to be understood that, without going out of the 
scope of the invention, thin slabs of colors could be 
placed on the tube carrier 1. 
The small color mixing compartments 12 are formed 

in a rectangular plate, which includes, in conformance 
with the present invention, a central opening 13. The 
cover 4 has such dimensions that it can be ?tted over, 
the receptacle 1. 
FIGS. 2 and 3 clearly show how the tube carrier 2 is 

placed in the receptacle 1 and the way the edge 15 with 
projecting edge 15a of the plate 3 provided with small 
color mixing compartments seat upon the top part of the 
receptacle 1, the paint-box assembly being closed by 
cover 4. 
FIG. 4 is a cross-sectional view showing how the kit 

or paint-box for water color painting is used, said kit 
being formed by the assembly of the receptacle 1 and 
the plate 3. 

After having poured water in the various compart 
men'ts of the receptacle 1, the plate 3 is placed upon said 
receptacle 1; said plate 3 has small compartments 1-2 for 
mixing colors and ori?ce 13 therein provides access for 
brush 14 to the various compartments of receptacle 1. 
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Said device provides the great advantage of keeping the 
water in a practically closed receptacle, thus avoiding the 
splattering of Water, which is particularly important 
'When'the paint-box is utilized by the younger class of 
users. 

Moreover, the wet brush may be brought over any of 
the small compartments in receptacle v1 without risking 
the dropping of water outside of the plate 3. 
Aneasy access from the water in receptacle 1 is also 

provided to the various small compartments in plate 3. 
It can be seen that the paint box such as described in 

the present, embodiment is most compact and enables the 
user to e?ect most easily all the operations required for 
Water color painting. 

It is well understood that the water color kit and the 
compartments of the receptacle 1 and the plate 3 may 
have dilferent shapes. It is also possible to place over 
the tube carrier other accessories than those represented. 
As an alternative, there will now be described a second 

embodiment of our water color painting kit. 
Said alternate embodiment is shown on FIG. 5. The 

kit comprises a tube and brush carrier 2 which forms the 
casing of the kit, which includes an elongated compart 
ment 1\1 intended for brushes 14, said compartment ex 
tending along the whole length of the casing. 

It will be noticed also that compartments 2a, 2b, 2c 
intended for carrying the tubes of colors are separated 
by partitions de?ning channels 5a, 6a, 7a which open 
upwardly, said channels receiving, while the kit is closed, 
partitions 5, 6 and 7 of the container carrier. 

Channels 5a, 6a, 7a are free of obstruction and extend 
as far as the bottom part of the tube carrier 2. The re 
ceptacle 1 forms the cover; said receptacle 1 includes 
three large compartments for holding water. 16a, 16b, 
16c having the same dimensions as the tube compart 
ments 2a 2b, 20, so thatpartitions 5, 6- and 7 of said 
water basins inter?t with channels 5a, 6a, 7a. 
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The small compartments 12 intended for mixing the . 
colors are sufficiently shallow to be placed over brush 
compartment 11 to avoid providing a special encasing 
therefor. 
As represented on FIGS. 6 and 7, the bottoms 17b and 

17c of the compartments 2b and 20 which are intended 
to contain small diameter tubes, are raised relatively to 
the bottom of the tube carrier 1, so as to reduce to a 
minimum the free space between tubes contained in said 
compartments and the bottom 1a of cover 1, so that 
while the closed kit is transported, the tubes have no 
tendency to be displaced. _ 

It can thus be seen that in the above described second 
embodiment of the invention, it is possible to provide a 
water color painting kit whose thickness, in a closed con 
dition, is little greater than the thickness of the cover 
which is divided into the water holding compartments, 
due to the fact that the walls of said cover ?t into the 
channels of the tube carrier member. 

It is well understood that the various embodiments 
herein disclosed are purely illustrative and in no way 

40 

45 

50 

55 

4 
limitative and may be modi?ed without going out of 
the scope of the invention; more particularly, it is to be 
understood that a water color paint kit according to the 
present invention may be advantageously made of plastic 
material, as well as of any other material. 

It is well understood also that a water color paint kit 
arranged in conformance with the present invention may 
contain other types of colors than those contained in 
tubes, and, in particular, water colors in tablet form. In 
a similar manner, the water holding compartments there 
of may be differently arranged from those discussed in 
the two above-mentioned embodiments and include only 
one water holding compartment, so as to increase the 
sruface for spreading the colors on the inside face of the 
cover. 

What we claim is: 
1. A paint box comprising at least two separable re 

ceptacles, one of which is a tray dimensioned to be a close 
sliding ?'t within the other, each receptacle being divided 
into a plurality of compartments, the compartments of 
said other receptacle being separated from each other by 
partition means and the compartments of said tray being 
separated from each other by means which de?ne channels 
positioned to receive the partition means in said other 
receptacle, at least some of the compartments in said 
tray being dimensioned to receive paint tubes, said par 
tition and channel de?ning means being of substantially 
equal depth, so that substantially the full height of said 
partitions is received within said channels when said tray 
is ?tted into said other receptacle, said box comprising 
also .a plate dimensioned to ?t within said other receptacle, 
said plate being formed with a plurality of depressions 
separated by double Walls which de?ne channels posi 
tioned to partially receive the channel-de?ning means on 
said tray when said plate is positioned within said other 
receptacle above said tray, and to partially receive said 
partition means when said plate is positioned in said 
other receptacle in the absence of said tray. 

2. A box as claimed in claim 1 in which said plate is 
formed with an ori?ce through which a brush may be in 
serted into any of the compartments in said other re 
ceptacle in the absence of said tray. 
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