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3,273,197 
STRUCTURAL DEVICE 

James A. Ford, Sturgis, Mich., assignor to Kirsch Com 
pany, Sturgis, Mich., a corporation of Michigan 

Filed Feb. 8, 1965, Ser. No. 433,539 
23 Claims. (Cl. 16-94) 

This application is a continuation-in-part of Serial No. 
169,794, ?led January 30, 1962, now abandoned. 
This invention relates to mounting means for traverse 

rods and relates particularly to a design for a traverse 
rod and cooperating bracket which in the bracket is con 
cealed when the rod is installed, the rod can be mounted 
on the bracket easily and conveniently and, by ‘a slight 
modi?cation the bracket may also be utilized for mount 
ing said traverse rod either upon a wall or a supporting 
ceiling. 
One common and conventional traverse rod center sup 

port bracket extends over the upper part of the traverse 
rod and has a hook at its forward end which extends in 
front of and engages a forwardly projecting rib on the 
upper forward edge of the rod. A locking element on 
the bracket engages means near the upper rearward edge 
of the rod so that the rod is clamped between the hook 
and the locking element. The hook interrupts the smooth 
and unbroken appearance of the rod and therefore Ide 
tracts from the appearance of the rod. Also, mounting 
of the rod is more di?icult than is desired because the 
hook by itself cannot effectively support the rod so that 
the installer must hold the bracket against the rod while 
manipulating the locking member which is dit?cult to 
do particularly when the rod must simultaneously be held 
in an elevated position. 

Moreover, in the ‘designing of transverse rods of vari 
ous styles and types, there have been problems in the 
past relating to the mounting thereof to either a wall or 
a ceiling which have been dealt with in the past by a wide 
variety of devices. These devices have usually been 
reasonably satisfactory for the particular use for which 
they were designed but in many cases they have been in 
suf?ciently versatile. For example, some of those de 
signed for light loads have possessed insu?icient strength 
to be adaptable, at least without unreasonable expense, 
to the larger loads imposed by very long or heavy 
draperies. In other cases brackets designed for wall use 
have not been su?iciently adaptable to ceiling mount 
ings to be readily convertible thereto. 

Accordingly, the objects of the invention include: 
(1) To provide a cooperating traverse rod and bracket 

in which the traverse rod includes wall means extending 
in front of the bracket to conceal it from view from in 
front of the rod when it is installed on the rod. 

(2) To provide a cooperating traverse rod and bracket, 
as aforesaid, in which the bracket carries projection 
means which are receivable in concealed groove means 
above the upper surface of the rod and including a lock 
ing member for clamping the rod against the bracket. 

(3) To provide a cooperating traverse rod and bracket, 
as aforesaid, in which the rod will remain, for at least 
temporary purposes, on the rod in installed position with 
out the use of manually manipulated fastening means. 

(4) To provide mounting means for a traverse rod 
comprising a cooperating traverse rod and bracket design 
which may be adapted for either wall or ceiling mount 
ing with only a slight modi?cation for one use or the 
other. 

(5) To provide a cooperating ‘traverse rod and bracket 
design which is readily adaptable to use with a traverse 
rod of extruded material wherein there is provided a rela 
tively wide and substantially ?at upper surface. 

(6) To provide a cooperating traverse rod and bracket 
design, as aforesaid, which will be easy to mount or dis 
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mount and particularly wherein the bracket may be 
released from the traverse rod by the loosening of only 
a single screw. 

(7) To provide a cooperating traverse rod and bracket 
design, as aforesaid, in which both the traverse rod and 
the bracket may be made from extruded material and 
the bracket then completed by various simple ?nishing 
operations, such as sawing an extruded section into seg 
ments and providing a small number of fastener holes 
therein. 

(8) To provide a cooperating traverse rod and bracket 
design, as aforesaid, whose manner of operation will be 
obvious and thereby minimize the instructions required 
to be given to a user thereof. 

Other objects and purposes of the invention will be 
apparent to persons acquainted with devices of this gen 
eral type upon reading the following speci?cation and 
inspection of the accompanying drawings. 

In the drawings: 
FIGURE 1 is an oblique view of a traverse rod and 

bracket combination embodying .the invention. 
FIGURE 2 is a section taken on the line II—II of FIG 

URE 1 but showing also the bracket in position against 
a supporting wall and showing further two of the mount 
ing screws in place. 
FIGURE 2a is a fragmentary view similar to FIG 

URE 2 but showing the locking key in a retracted 
position. 
FIGURE 3 is a view similar to FIGURE 2 but show 

ing a modi?cation adapted for use with a ceiling. 
FIGURE 4 shows the use of the invention as a splicing 

device. 
FIGURE 5 shows a modi?cation of the locking key. 
FIGURE 6 is ‘a sectional view similar to FIGURE 2 

showing a modi?ed construction of the traverse rod and 
the bracket. 

Referring now to the drawings, there is shown in FIG 
URES l—5, for illustrative purposes, a traverse rod of the 
general type illustrated ‘and described in my copending 
application Serial No. 159,851, ?led December 18, 1961, 
now Patent No. 3,151,666, issued October 6, 1964. In 
asmuch as the bracket of FIGURES 1~5, was developed 
primarily for use with the traverse rod shown, it will be 
described in connection therewith. However, it will be 
understood that the selection of this particular traverse 
rod design for illustration of the bracket is for illustra— 
tive purposes only and should not be taken as limiting. 

Referring ?rst to the traverse rod, there is here shown 
a rod 1 of extruded material having a pair of downwardly 
opening channels 2 and 3. As illustrated in my above 
mentioned application in detail, channel 2 carries a plural 
ity of longitudinally movable hangers “H” for supporting 
the drapery and channel 3 carries at least a portion of the 
master hangers “M” together with the operating cords. 
The surface 5 is to be exposed to the room and is herein 
termed the “front” of the rod. 
The upper part of said traverse rod, however, is pro 

vided with an upwardly extending lug 6 having thereon a 
?ange 6a upwardly spaced from the surface 7 of the rod 
body 1 to de?ne a groove 8 therebetween, said ?ange 6a 
facing away from the front of the traverse rod to insure 
an unbroken surface being presented to the room. The 
lug 6 conceals from view the bracket hereinafter de 
scribed. Spaced transversely from the ?ange 6a is an 
other upwardly extending lug 9 having a ?ange 9a extend 
ing similarly to ?ange 6a and likewise spaced upwardly 
from the upper surface 7a of the traverse rod body 1 to 
de?ne a groove 11. In this particular design the surfaces 
-7 and 7a of the traverse rod body are offset vertically 
from each other and provide a shoulder 10. However, 
this is in this instance a function of the design of the rod 
body for reasons arising out of the hanger components 
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used therewith andv the bracket structure hereinafter de 
scribed is caused to cooperate therewith. It should be 
noted that the ease by which a given bracket may be de 
signed to cooperate with a given traverse rod further 
illustrates an advantage of the invention. 

Turning now to the bracket itself, this is indicated gen 
erally by the numeral 12 and in the embodiment of FIG 
URES 1 and 2 is adapted for mounting on a wall. The 
bracket consists of a horizontal portion 13 together with, 
in this embodiment, a vertical wall-engaging portion 14. 
These parts are here formed integrally with respect to 
each other and it will be observed as the description pro 
ceeds they have a uniform axial cross section which 
makes it possible and highly economic to form same by 
extrusion. 
The horizontal portion 13 has a pair of downwardly ex 

tending ribs 16 and 17 which are spaced apart a distance 
to ?t snugly between the upwardly extending lug 9 and 
the shoulder 10. A further downwardly extending rib 
18 is spaced horizontally, in this case rearwardly toward 
the wall, from the ribs 16 and 17 to provide a recess 19 
therebetween. The forward face 18a of said rib 18 is 
tapered as shown for reasons appearing hereinafter. 
For fastening the horizontal bracket member 13 to the 

traverse rod body there is provided at the outer extremity 
of said horizontal member a projection 21 which enters 
the groove 8. A locking key 22 having a body part 23 is 
adapted at one side for ?tting against the ?ange 18 and 
adapted at its other edge 24 for entering into the groove 
11. A screw'26 extends through an elongated hole 27 
into‘ a suitably tapped opening 28 in the horizontal 
bracket member 13. The rearward edge 22a of said lock 
ing key, or at least the upper corner of said edge, is ta 
pered as shown to match the taper of the surface 18a. 
The screw 26 and slot 27 are so related to said tapered 
surfaces that in the extreme rearward position of the key 
the ?at upper surface 22b of the key contacts the ?at 
lower surface 18b of the rib 18 whereby the parts may 
be held lightly together by the screw 26 with the key 22 
retracted for preliminary assembly purposes, after which 
a slight manual forward thrust against the key will place 
the tapered surfaces in contact with each other to move 
the key forward along with and by the tightening of the 
screw 26. If preferred, however, the slot 27 may be made 
of such length as to prevent rearward movement of the 
key beyond the point of mutual contact of the tapered 
surfaces, whereby the forward manual thrust will be un 
necessary and the forward movement of the key may be 
eifected solely by tightening of the screw 26. 

In assembling the traverse rod body into the bracket, 
said traverse rod is ?rst hooked onto the projection 21 
while the locking key is in the position shown in FIGURE 
2a. With the traverse rod so seated and with the project 
.ing ribs 16 and 17 ?tting snugly between the upwardly 
extending lug 9 and the shoulder 10, the locking key is 
moved forwardly (rightwardly as appearing in FIGURE 
2) manually if necessary to place the tapered surfaces in 
contact with each other. Thereupon, the screw 26 is 
tightened and the key moved forwardly and upwardly to 
enter the groove 11 and to assume the position shown in 
FIGURE 2. 

Thus, the traverse rod is easily and quickly fastened 
into position and it is necessary to tighten only a single 
screw which is conveniently reached from the lower side 
of the device. 
Removal of the traverse rod from the bracket involves 

merely the loosening of the screw 26 and reversing of the 
above-named procedure. 
For mounting the traverse rod on the ceiling, the wall 

portion 14 of the bracket is removed as illustrated in FIG 
URE 3, either during its original manufacture or on the 
job, if necessary, by cutting said ?ange off from a part 
previously made with such a ?ange, to provide the struc 
ture shown in FIGURE 3. The remainder of the article 
other than the provision of a hole 37 for a mounting 
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4 
screw 38, is identical with the above described in FIG 
URES 1 and 2 and is identi?ed by corresponding refer 
ence numerals. For this reason no further description is 
needed. 

Modi?cations 

In all of the foregoing description, it has been assumed 
that the device is to be used as a bracket and such has 
been a principal purpose in its development. However, 
by providing suf?cient width to both the .body part 13 and 
the key 22, and eliminating the fastening portion 14, the 
structure may be caused to function as a splicing member. 
This is shown in FIGURE 4 wherein a ?rst traverse rod 
member 31 is engaged by the rightward portion 32a of a 
splice member 32 and a second traverse rod member 33 
is engaged by the leftward portion 32b of such splice 
member 32. Keys 34 and 36 cause the traverse rod mem 
bers to be ?rmly gripped by said splice member 32 in 
the same manner as above described in more detail in 
connection with the use of structure as a bracket. It will 
be noted that although the keys here are shown as two 
separate units, they may also be made as a single integral 
unit. 
By lengthening the body part 13 still further, as to the 

full length of the traverse rod, said body part will func 
tion also as a reinforcing member, the same being invisi 
ble from the front of the assembled unit. 

Likewise, if one of said pieces of traverse rod, such as 
the part 31 above shown, is used to mount end pulleys, 
then the splice means above described will in effect func 
tion as an end pulley mount inasmuch as the splice in 
question Will be between a pulley-containing end piece 
and an adjacent traverse rod. 

In the above-described parts, the key has been shown 
as sliding by means of the slot 27 and screw 28. In FIG 
URE 5 there is shown a bottom view of an alternate 
means of effecting movement of that edge of the key 
which overlaps and engages the traverse member, namely 
by providing such edge on a pivotally mounted cam mem 
ber. FIGURE 5 shows a cam member 41 overlapping 
and engaging the ?ange 9a of a traverse rod member in 
the manner and for the same purposes as is shown in 
FIGURE 2 with respect to the key 22. This arrangement 
permits a preliminary tightening of the screw 26 for ad 
justment of the traverse rod with respect to the bracket 
followed by ?nal tightening when said traverse rod is to 
be gripped ?rmly in a selected position. 

Referring now to FIGURE 6, there is shown a traverse 
.rod 40 which consists of a tube 41 of uniform cross sec 
tion throughout its length. The tube consists of a substan 
tially ?at rear wall 42, a substantially ?at upper wall 43 
and a substantially partially cylindrical wall portion 44 
which forms the front and ‘bottom walls of the rod. The 
partially cylindrical wall portion 44 has in this embodi 
ment :a series of uniformly icircumferentially spaced; 
lengthwise extending indentations or ?utes 46 therein. 
The upper wall portion 43 of the rod has an upstanding 

lug 47 and a rearwardly projecting ?ange 48 which is 
spaced upwardly from the upper surface of the rod to form 
;a groove 49. It will be observed that the front wall of the 
lug 47 and the upper surface of the ?ange 48 are shaped so 
as to present substantially the same appearance and con 
stitute an extension of the cylindrical wall portion 44 of 
the rod. 

The upper edge portion of the rear wall 42 is formed to 
provide a groove 50 which opens rearwardly. The upper 
wall 43 of the rod has a rearwardly extending ?ange 51 
which forms one side of the groove 50. The ?ange 51 
has a downwardly projecting rib 52 at its rearward end 
and said rib is disposed rearwardly of the rear wall 42. 
The bracket 56 has a vertical wall engaging portion 57 

and a horizontal portion 58. The horizontal portion 58 is 
shaped at its free end to form a narrow projection 59‘ which 
is adapted to be ‘snugly received within the groove 49. The 
upper surface of the remainder of the horizontal portion 
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58 preferably is ?at and substantially ?ush with the upper 
surface of the ?ange 48. The lug 47 conceals the hori 
zontal portion 58 from view [from in front of the rod. 
The lower surface of the horizontal portion 58 also is ?at 
and rests on the upper surface of the upper Wall 43. 
A substantially L-shaped locking ‘member 60, here inte 

gral with the portion 58, projects downwardly from the 
lower surface of the horizontal portion ‘58 of the bracket 
and it consists of a short vertical leg 61 and a relatively 
long and ?exible horizontal leg 62 which projects toward 
the rod 40. The horizontal leg 62 has an enlarged end 
bead 63 which is receivable in the groove 50. 
A screw 66 is threaded through the horizontal leg 62 

into the horizontal portion 58 of the bracket vfor moving 
said horizontal leg upwardly so that the ?ange 51 and rib 
52 can be snugly gripped between the end bead 63 and 
the opposing section of the horizontal portion 58 where 
by the rod 40 is releasably held against removal from the 
bracket. The end bead 63 and the rib 52 interfere some 
what so as to hinder lateral movement of said end bead 
with respect to the groove 50. 
The rod 40 is attached to the bracket 56 by moving the 

‘rod rearwardly from in front of the bracket so that the 
projection 59 enters the groove 49 and end bead 63 enters 
the groove 50. It will be observed that the projection 59 
is relatively long and it provides adequate support ‘for the 
rod, before the screw 66 is tightened, to prevent the rod 
from tending to rotate, or roll, off the bracket. Further, 
in this embodiment, a substantial portion, which could 
readily be a major portion, of the weight of the rod is 
beyond the end of the bracket so that, even if the rod 
could pivot at the interlock provided by the projection 59 
and groove 49, it would rotate in a clockwise (as seen 
in FIGURE 6) direction whereby its ?ange 51 would bear 
against the bracket portion 58. Thus, even before the 
screw is tightened the rod will rest on the bracket whereby 
it becomes unnecessary for the installer to hold it in place 
while he is tightening the screw and the mounting thereof 
is facilitated. Also, the enlarged end bead 63 has a form 
of snap lock engagement with the rib 52 for the same pur 
pose. The rod 40 can then be ?rmly clamped in place 
by threading the screw 66 into the horizontal portion 58. 
The rod 40 can be removed from the bracket 56 by 

following the reverse procedure. 
It lwill be noted that the entirety of the rod 40 lies 

within an imaginary circle 70 which contacts the outer 
most points on the partially cylindrical portion 44 of the 
rod. Thus, cylindrical end caps having an internal diam 
eter suitable for gripping the rod 40 can be sleeved onto 
the ends of the rod in the manner and for the reasons dis 
cussed in detail in US. Patent 3,119,442. 

Although particular preferred embodiments of the in 
vention have been disclosed above in detail for illustrative 
purposes, it will be understood that variations or modi?ca 
tions of such disclosure, which lie within the scope of the 
appended claims are fully contemplated. 

The embodiments of the invention in which an exclu 
sive property or privilege is claimed are de?ned as fol 
lows: 

1. A traverse rod and support bracket, comprising: 
an elongated hollow traverse rod having front, top and 
rear walls, said top wall having means de?ning groove 
means which is open along one lateral side thereof, 
said rod having upstanding surface means extending 
from one end to the other end of said rod and dis 
posed in front of and extending above said groove 
means whereby said groove means is concealed from 
View from in front of said rod by said surface means; 

a bracket having a mounting portion located rearward 
ly of said rear wall of said rod and having a horizon 
tal rod-engaging portion extending fr-ontwardly from 
said mounting portion over said top wall of said rod, 
said mounting portion being fastenable to a support 
ing surface, projection means on said rod-engaging 
portion, said projection means extending into said 
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‘groove means and supportingly engaging said means 
de?ning said groove means, said surface means ex 
tending at least as high as said bracket whereby said 
bracket is concealed from view from in front of said 
red by said surface means; 

securing means supported on said bracket and located 
readwardly of said rod and releasably supportingly 
engaging said rod at a position laterally spaced from 
said groove means whereby said projection means 
and said securing means support said rod on said 
bracket. 

2. A traverse rod and support bracket according to 
claim 1, in which said means de?ning said groove means 
is located between the front and rear walls of said rod and 
includes laterally extending ?ange means spaced upward 
ly from and located directly above a portion of the top 
wall of said rod, said projection means extending trans 
versely of said rod in the opposite direction with respect 
to said lateral opening of said means de?ning each said 
groove means, said surface means extending upwardly 
to a point at least level with the upper surface of said hori 
zontal rod-engaging portion of said bracket and being lo 
cated in front thereof so that said surface means con 
ceals said bracket from view on front of said rod. 

3. A traverse rod and support bracket, comprising: 
a one piece, elongated hollow traverse rod of uniform 

cross section throughout its lentgh, said rod having 
front, top and rear walls, said rod having laterally 
extending ?ange means spaced upwardly from and 
located directly above a portion of the top wall of said 
rod and located between said front and rear walls 
and de?ning with said top wall groove means which 
opens in one lateral direction with respect to said 
rod, said rod having upstanding wall means disposed 
in front of and extending at least as high as said 
groove means whereby said groove means is con 
cealed from view from in front of said rod by said 
wall means; 

a bracket comprising a mounting portion located rear 
wardly of said rear wall of said rod and a stationary 
horizontal rod-engaging portion extending front 
Wardly from said mounting portion over said top 
wall of said rod, said rod-engaging portion having an 
upper surface which extends not appreciably higher 
than the upper edge of said wall means whereby said 
bracket is concealed from view from in front of said 
rod by said wall means, said rod-engaging portion 
having stationary projection means which extends in 
the opposite lateral direction with respect to said rod 
and which projects into said groove means through 
the open end thereof and supportingly engages said 
?ange means; 

said rod having further rearwardly projecting ?ange 
means laterally spaced from said ?rst-named ?ange 
means and located close to the juncture of said top 
and rear walls, and a locking member supported on 
the underside of said rod-engaging portion at a posi 
tion rearwardly of said rear wall of said rod and re 
leasably supporting said further ?ange means, and 
means supporting said locking member for independ 
ent movement with respect to said bracket, said 
further ?ange means being separable from clamping 
engagement with said locking member. 

4. A traverse rod and support bracket, comprising: 
an elongated hollow traverse rod having front, top and 

rear walls, said rod having laterally extending ?ange 
means spaced upwardly from the top wall thereof 
and located between said front and rear Walls and 
extending toward the rear wall of said rod, said 
?ange means de?ning with said top wall groove means 
which opens toward the rear wall of the rod, said rod 
having upstanding wall means disposed in front of 
and extending at least as high as said groove means 
whereby said groove means is concealed from view 
from in ‘front of said rod by said wall means, said 
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rod having further rearwardly projecting ?ange 
means laterally spaced from the ?rst-named ?ange 
means and located adjacent the juncture of the top 
and rear Walls of said rod; 

a stationary bracket having a mounting portion located 
rearwardly of said rear wall vof said rod and a hori 
zontal rod-engaging portion extending frontwardly 
from said mounting portion over said top wall of said 
rod and overlying at least part of said rod including 
said further ?ange means, said mounting portion 
being fastenable to a supporting surface, a station 
ary projection on said rod-engaging portion extend 
ing forwardly with respect to said rod and underly 
ing and supportingly engaging said ?rst-named ?ange 
means; and 

a locking member supported on the underside of said 
rod-engaging portion at a position located rearwardly 
of said rear wall of said rod and releasably support 
ingly engaging said further ?ange means, said further 
?ange means being separable from engagement with 
said locking member. 

5. A traverse rod and support bracket according to 
claim 4, in which said further ?ange means is substan 
tially ?ush with said top wall of said rod, said rod-engag~ 
ing portion having a ?at lower surface engaging a ?at 
portion of said top wall of said rod and said locking mem 
ber projects downwardly ‘from said lower surface for un~ 
derlying said further ?ange means, and means for mov 
ing said locking member toward said lower surface and 
into gripping engagement with said further ?ange means. 

'6. A traverse rod,.comprising: 
an elongated tube having a uniform cross section in 

cluding a substantially partially cylindrical wall por 
tion on one lengthwise side thereof and a substantally 
?at wall on the opposite side thereof, said partially 
cylindrical wall having a plurality of lengthwise ex 
tending, circumferentially spaced indentations there 
on, a rearwardly projecting ?ange spaced upwardly 
from the upper wall portion of said tube, a length 
wise ?ange projecting rearwardly at the intersection 
of said upper wall portion and said ?at wall, the 
entirety of said tube lying with an imaginary cylinder 
having a radius equal to a radius passing through 
the outermost points on said cylindrical wall portion. 

7. A traverse rod and support bracket comprising: 
a bracket adapted for mounting on a support and in 

‘ cluding rod engaging means at one support point 
therein; 

an elongated rod including a bracket engaging means 
on its upper side for cooperation with said rod en 
gaging means; 

said engaging means comprising cooperating tongue and 
groove means which are relatively long in a direction 
longitudinally of the rod and relatively narrow in 
a direction transversely of the rod, said tongue and 
groove means inter?tting closely enough to prevent 
relative rotation between said rod and said bracket 
when only said respective engaging means of each 
at said one support point are interengaged. 

8. The device de?ned in claim 7, in which said rod has 
a frontward portion spaced forwardly from said engaging 
means to cause the portion of said rod on the rearward 
side of said engaging means to bear against said bracket. 

9. In a traverse rod assembly, traverse rod engaging 
means comprising: 
a traverse rod having ?rst and second, spaced, up 

wardly extending lugs, said lugs supporting a pair 
of ?anges extending similarly with respect to each 
other and spaced above the body of said traverse rod 
to de?ne respectively ?rst and second grooves, said 
‘?rst lug being adjacent one edge of said traverse rod 
and said second lug being spaced transversely there 
from; 

a body member having a horizontal portion; 
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8 
a ?rst depending rib positioned on said horizontal por 

tion for engaging said second lug on the side thereof 
toward said ?rst lug and a second depending rib 
spaced from said ?rst rib in a direction oppositely 
from said ?rst lug; and 

means at one 'end of said horizontal portion for engag 
ing the one of said ?anges located on said ?rst lug 
and a removable locking key for engaging the other 
of said ?anges, said locking key being receivable be 
tween said ribs and into said second groove; and 

releasable means for holding said locking key snugly 
in place between said second rib and within said sec 
ond groove. 

10. The device de?ned in claim 9 wherein said second 
rib has a tapered forward surface and said key has a 
tapered rearward surface, said tapered surfaces contact 
ing each other when the key is at least partially retracted 
whereby tightening of said releasable means will urge 
said key forwardly into engaged position. 

11. The device de?ned in claim 9 ‘wherein said second 
rib has a tapered forward surface and an adjacent hori 
zontal surface and said key has a tapered rearward sur 
face and an adjacent horizontal surface, so that when said 
key is fully retracted said horizontal surfaces will contact 
each other and when said key is only partially retracted 
only said tapered surfaces will contact each other, where 
by with said key partially retracted tightening of said 
releasable means will urge said key forwardly into en 
gaged position ‘but with said key fully retracted tightening 
of said releasable means will not move said key. 

12. The device de?ned in claim 9 wherein said key has 
a curved edge and is eccentrically mounted pivotally on 
said horizontal portion whereby in one position said key 
will supportingly engage said other of said ?anges from 
below and in another position said key will not engage 
said other of said ?anges. 

13. In an assembly for mounting a traverse rod ?xedly 
with respect to other means, the combination comprising: 

a traverse rod having ?rst and second, spaced, upward 
ly extending lugs, said lugs supporting a pair of 
?anges extending similarly with respect to each other 
and spaced above the body of said traverse rod to 
de?ne respectively ?rst and second grooves, said 
?rst lug being adjacent one edge of said traverse rod, 
and said second lug ‘being spaced transversely there 
from; 

a fastener having a horizontal portion and means asso 
ciated therewith for fastening said portion to said 
other means; 

a ?rst depending rib positioned on said horizontal por 
tion for engaging said second lug on the side thereof 
toward said ?rst lug and a second depending rib 
spaced from said ?rst rib in a direction oppositely 
from said ?rst lug; and 

means at one end of said horizontal portion for engag 
ing the one of said ?anges located on said ?rst lug 
and ‘a removable locking key for engaging the other 
of said ?anges, said locking key being receivable be 
tween said ribs and into said second groove; 

and releasable means for holding said locking key snug 
ly in place between said second rib and within said 
second groove. 

14. In a mutually cooperating traverse rod and 
fastening structure to be associated therewith, the com 
bination comprising: 

an elongated traverse rod having a pair of laterally 
spaced lengthwise ?anges spaced upwardly from the 
upper surface thereof, said ?anges extending in the 
same direction laterally with respect to said rod and 
de?ning with said upper surface a pair of grooves 
which open in the same lateral direction; 

a bracket having a horizontal member overlying at least 
part of said rod including at least one of said ?anges, 
said bracket being fastenable to a supporting surface; 
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a projection on said horizontal member extending in 
the opposite lateral direction with respect to said 
rod, said projection underlying and supportingly en 
gaging the other of said ?anges; and 

a locking key supported on the underside of said hori 
zontal member and releasably supportingly engag 
ing said one ?ange, said one ?ange being separable 
‘from engagement with said locking key. 

15. A structure according to claim 14, in which said 
locking key is comprised of a plate-form member and 
including a screw extending through said plate-form mem 
ber and threaded into said horizontal member, said screw 
having an enlarged head for releasably clamping said 
plate-form member against said horizontal member. 

16. A structure according to claim 15, in which said 
plate-form member has a laterally elongated slot through 
which said screw extends so that said plate-form member 
can be moved laterally along said horizontal member 
when said screw is out of clamping engagement there— 
with. 

17. The device de?ned in claim 11 wherein said key 
has an elongated slot therethrough and wherein said re 
leasable means comprises a screw passing through said 
slot and 'threadedly engaged with said horizontal portion, 
said slot being of su?icient length to allow said key to 
move between said engaged position and said fully re 
tracted position when said screw is su?iciently loosened. 

18. The device de?ned in claim 11 wherein said one 
of said ?anges extends from said ?rst lug toward said sec 
ond lug whereby said ?rst groove opens towards said 
second lug; 

said one edge of said traverse rod adjacent said ?rst 
lug being the top edge of the forward side of said 
rod which is normally visible when said rod is in 
stalled and supporting draperies; 

said one end of said horizontal portion being positioned 
behind said ?rst lug and the upper surface of said 
horizontal portion being approximately level with the 
upper face of said one of said ?anges whereby said 
body member may be installed with its upper surface 
in contact with a ceiling without interference by said 
one ?ange and whereby said body member will be 
normally fully concealed by said forward side and 
said ?rst lug. 

19. A traverse ‘rod assembly comprising: 
an elongated traverse rod having ?rst and second later 

ally spaced, longitudinally extending lugs extending 
upwardly from the upper surface thereof, a laterally 
extending ?ange at the upper end of each lug de?ning 
a groove which is open toward one lateral side of 
said rod, both said ?anges extending in the same di 
rection so that both grooves open toward the same 
side of said rod; 

a body member having a horizontal portion extending 
over one of said ?anges and terminating in a shoul 
der adjacent the free end of the other ?ange; 

a downwardly o?fset projection below said shoulder 
and projecting into said groove de?ned by said other 
?ange and supportingly engaging said other ?ange; 

a locking key mounted on and disposed below said hori 
zontal portion adjacent said one lateral side of said 
rod, said locking key projecting into the other groove 
and supportingly engaging said one ?ange, said lock 
ing key being movable into and out of said other 
groove; and 

cooperably engaging downwardly extending surface 
means on said horizontal portion and upwardly ex 
tending surface means on said rod between said 
lugs for preventing lateral shifting of said rod with 
respect to said horizontal portion in a direction 
which would move said projection and locking key 
out of said grooves. 

20. A traverse rod assembly according to claim 19, in 
cluding a rib extending downwardly from said horizontal 
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10 
portion at a point on the opposite side of said locking key 
from said other groove, said rib having a lateral surface 
which is inclined upwardly and toward said locking key; 

said locking key comprising a plate-form member hav 
ing a downwardly extending ?ange at the end there 
of opposite said other groove, said ?ange being in 
clined in the same fashion as said lateral surface of 
said lug and being slideably engagea-ble therewith, 
said plate-form member having a laterally elongated 
slot therethrough; and 

a screw extending through said slot and threaded into 
said horizontal member. 

21. A traverse rod and support bracket, comprising: 
an elongated traverse rod having front, top and rear 

walls, wall means directly above and extending gen 
erally parallel with a portion of said top wall and de 
?ning therewith. groove means of substantial depth 
and which is open along one lateral side thereof, said 
groove means extending lengthwise of the rod above 
and generally parallel with said top wall; 

a bracket having a horizontal member overlying at least 
part of said rod, elongated projection means on said 
horizontal member and extending parallel with said 
top wall, said projection means extending into said 
groove means and snugly slideably contacting said 
wall means and said top wall and substantially fully 
occupying said groove means whereby said rod is 
supported on said bracket and is held against pivotal 
movement with respect thereto; and 

said rod having upstanding surface means disposed in 
front of and extending above said groove means and 
also extending at least substantially as ‘high as said 
bracket whereby said groove means and said bracket 
are concealed from view from in front of said rod 
by said surface means; and 

securing means supported on said bracket for clamping 
said rod to said bracket. 

22. A traverse rod and support ‘bracket, comprising: 
an elongated hollow traverse rod having front, top and 

rear walls and having longitudinally extending slot 
means below said top wall, a generally L-shaped 
?ange extending upwardly from said top wall be 
tween said front and rear walls, one leg of said ?ange 
directly overlying and extending generally parallel 
with a portion of said top wall and de?ning there 
with a groove which is open along one lateral side 
thereof; 

a stationary bracket having a mounting portion located 
rearwardly of said rear wall of said rod and having 
a horizontal rod-engaging portion extending front 
wardly from said mounting portion over said top 
wall of said rod, a stationary projection on said rod 
engaging portion and extending into said groove and 
supportingly engaging said ?ange; and 

said rod having upstanding surface means disposed in 
front of and extending ‘above said groove and also 
extending at least substantially as high as said bracket 
whereby said groove and said ‘bracket are concealed 
from view from in front of said rod by said surface 
means; and 

securing means supported on said bracket and releas 
ably supportingly engaging said rod at a position 
laterally spaced from said groove means. 

23. A traverse rod and support bracket, comprising: 
an elongated hollow traverse rod having front, top and 

rear walls and having a longitudinally extending slot 
in said rear Wall, said top wall having laterally 
extending ?ange means above said top wall de?ning 
a groove which opens in one lateral direction with 
respect to said rod, said rod also having a rearwardly 
extending ?ange near the juncture of said top and 
rear walls; 

a bracket having a mounting portion located rearwardly 
of said rear wall of said rod and having a horizontal 
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