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The present invention relates to a support stand and, 
more particularly, to an adjustable support stand for a 
baby seat or the like. 

Within recent years, a lightweight carrier designed to 
seat or otherwise support an infant has become increas 
ingly popular. At times it is desired merely to nest the 
infant within the carrier while the latter is carried about 
as in shopping; or alternatively it is desired to prop up 
the carrier and use it in place of a high chair as for feed 
mg. 
The present invention provides an improved supporting 

means for a carrier which may be collapsed or folded 
away in a locked position for portability or used in one 
of several supporting positions as a stand for the carrier. 

It is therefore a principal object of the present inven 
tion to provide an improved support stand for a baby 
carrier or the like. 

Another object is to provide such a stand that may be 
locked in place against the carrier during periods of non 
use and then used selectively to support the carrier in 
one of several standing positions. 
A further object is to provide a support means for a 

baby carrier or the like involving a leverage system where 
in the heavier a weight in the carrier, the tighter the parts 
of the support means engage one another. 

Other objects will become apparent as the description 
proceeds. 
To the accomplishment of the foregoing and related 

ends, the invention consists of the features hereinafter 
fully described and particularly pointed out in the claims, 
the annexed drawing and following disclosure describing 
in detail the invention, such drawing and disclosure illus 
trating, however, but one or more of the various ways 
in which the invention may be practiced. 

In the accompanying drawing: 
FIGURE 1 is a side elevational view of a carrier hav 

ing the present support stand in closed locked position; 
FIGURE 2 is a right-hand view of FIGURE 1 and 

illustrates the back of the carrier; 
FIGURES 3, 4, and 5 are side elevational views of the 

carrier and support means in different supporting posi 
tions; and 
FIGURE 6 is an enlarged fragmentary view of the 

interlocking means of the present stand. 
As indicated, the present supporting stand in one form 

is collapsable or foldable in order to be stored in a ?xed 
position against the back of a carrier. When needed the 
stand is set at one of a number of supporting positions 
and embodies, as Well, several other improved structural 
features as hereinafter described. 
The carrier body itself may comprise various shapes 

and structures, the present invention residing in the novel 
support means for such a carrier. Preferably, the car 
rier body is of a lightweight plastic such as polyethylene 
and may be molded as one piece. Other well known 
plastic materials can also be used. The carrier illustrated 
in the drawings comprises a body B of a ?exible resilient 
plastic material having a back portion 11} and opposed 
sides 11 which terminate in a folded rim 12. The sides 
11 which are similar slope away from the back portion 
10 to form a seat or bottom 13 which normally ‘receives 
the seat of the infant. If desired the back 11} and sides 
11 may be slotted to reduce the weight and provide ven 
tilation. 
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The present support stand comprises a pair of generally 
U-shaped frames or braces pivotally journaled to the back 
portion 1i). Normally, the frames are formed from resil 
ient rod-like material and preferably from relatively stiff, 
heavy gauge steel wire. One of such U-shaped wire 
frames 14 has its legs 14a converging toward their free 
ends. The very tips of the legs 14a are bent inwardly 
(FIGURE 2) to engage plastic bosses 15 molded inte 
grally with the body B at a medial section of the back 
portion 10 and substantially in a widthwise direction. 
To mount the wire frame 14 with respect to the bosses 
15, the legs 14a are spread su?iciently apart to insert the 
tips into openings (not shown) in the bosses 15. There 
after, the natural resiliency of the wire frame 14 urges 
the legs inwardly to maintain engagement with the bosses. 
The wire frame 14 is thus free to swing from a closed 
position adjacent the backs 10 to a position outwardly 
therefrom. 
Each of the legs 14a has a plurality of offset portions 

or loops 16 (FIGURE 6) to de?ne notches. The notches 
of one leg 14a match or are opposed to the other leg 14a. 
The bight portion 14b of wire frame 14 has a pair of 
resilient, elastomeric sleeves 17. The latter are freely 
rotatabfe about the bight portion 14b and may be axially 
slotted to permit mounting on the wire. The bight por 
tion 14b also has an offset 140 which serves to keep the 
sleeves 17 in a desired position. A pair of nubs 18 fric 
tionally engage and hold the wire frame 14 in the posi~ 
tion illustrated by FIGURES 1 and 2. In one form, 
these nubs have raised bases molded with the body B 
to which rubber tips 19 are adhered or otherwise secured. 
A second U-shaped wire frame 20 also has its legs 20;! 

converging toward its free ends. The tips of the legs 20a 
are bent outwardly (FIGURE 2) to engage openings in 
plastic bosses 21, similar to bosses 15, at an end section 
of the back portion 11} and placed substantially in a width 
wise direction thereof. To mount wire frame 20, the legs 
29a are pressed toward each other in order to clear the 
bosse 21 and the ends of the legs then inserted into such 
bosses, the natural resiliency of wire frame 20 thereafter 
urging the legs toward the raised bosses. The wire frame 
20 is thus free to swing from a closed position adjacent 
the back 10 to a position outwardly therefrom. At each 
of the corners de?ned by the juncture of legs 20a and the 
bight portion 20b of wire frame 20, there is a resilient 
elastomeric sleeve 22;. The ‘sleeves 22 may be slipped 
on the wire frame 20 before it is bent, or the sleeves may 
be applied as a complete integral coating in a manner 
known in the art. 

In use, if the stand is not needed as during carrying the 
seat or for storage, the wires may be mutually locked 
against the back portion 10. It will be noted that, aided 
by the convergence of the legs of both wire frames 14 
and 20, the legs 14a overlap legs 20a when the wires are 
in a closed position against the back portion 10. More 
over, the nubs 18 catch the bight portion 14b and there 
fore latch not only wire frame 14 but wire frame 20 in 
the closed position. It will further be noted that the 
divergence of the legs 14a (toward the bight portion 14b) 
prevents wire frame 20 from passing around wire frame 
14. In addition, it is emphasized that the ends of the 
legs 14a adjacent the tips are bent out of the plane of 
the legs 14a toward the back portion 10 (FIG. 1) to 
permit the legs 14a to overlie the legs 20a as aforesaid 
and still be substantially ?at against the back portion 10 
for a substantial portion of their length. 

Since wire frame 14 makes a rather tight ?t around the 
nubs, it has been found most helpful to make the sleeves 
17 rotatable about the bight portion 14b. Not only do 
the sleeves 17 thereby easily “ride” over the nubs 18 to 
a latched position, but it is a relatively simple matter 
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to loosen wire frame 14 (and therefore wire frame 20) 
from the closed positions by turning the sleeves 17 on the 
bight portion 14d to cause the bight portion 14d to roll 
off of the nubs rather than to pull directly on the wire 
frame 14. 
When it is desired to use the stand, both wire frames 

14 and 20 swing outwardly, and the bight portion 20b 
of wire frame 20 ?ts within matching or opposed notches 
16 of the legs 14a. The entrance to each notch or loop 
16 (FIGURE 6) is of a shorter distance than the diam 
eter of the loop, so that once the wire ?ts within a notch 
it is tightly retained. In this regard, the use of an elastic 
covering 22 has been found to be most helpful as a safety 
measure, since the frictional grip between the two wires 
at the loops or notches 16 is considerably enhanced. 
FIGURES 3 through 5 illustrate various open stand 

positions, depending on which of the loops or notches in 
the legs 14a are engaged by the bight portion 2012. In 
these illustrated positions, it will also be noted that the 
sleeves 17 serve an additional purpose by gripping a sus 
taining surface S and thereby prevent slipping. 
As more weight is applied to the seat, the wires of the 

present stand are actually pressed in tighter engagement. 
For example, referring to FIGURE 4, as the body B re 
ceives more weight, there is a tendency to spread apart 
the body B and thus the nubs 18 and bight portion 14b 
and ?ex the legs 14a. This only urges the wire frame 20 
into still tighter engagement with the legs of wire frame 14 
because of the connection of the former wire frame with 
the bosses 21. In addition, this weight causes the notches 
16 to close more tightly about the sleeves 17 and wire 
portion 20b. 

It will now be apparent that the present invention pro 
vides an improved support stand for a baby carrier or 
the like. The stand may be latched in place against the 
carrier in a closed position during periods of non-use, and 
then selectively employed to support the carrier in one 
of several open positions. 

Other forms embodying the features of the invention 
may be employed, change being made as regards the 
features herein disclosed, provided those stated by any 
of ‘the following claims or the equivalent of such features 
be employed. 

I therefore particularly point out and distinctly claim 
as my invention: 

1. In a baby seat or the like comprising a body having 
a back portion and a seat portion, support means includ 
ing a ?rst generally U-shaped wire frame having its ends 
pivotally journaled to a medial portion of said back por 
tion substantially widthwise thereof and adapted to swing 
from a closed position adjacent said back portion to a 
position outwardly therefrom, and a second generally U 
shaped wire frame having its ends pivotally journaled ad 
jacent an end of said back portion substantially widthwise 
thereof and adapted to swing from a closed position ad 
jacent said back portion to a position outwardly there 
from, said ?rst U-shaped wire frame having opposed offset 
ploops which are adapted to be engaged by the bight por 
tion of said second U~shaped wire frame upon outward 
pivoting of said wire frames as aforesaid to interlock said 
wire frames, the entrance to said loops being of a shorter 
distance than the diameter of said second wire frame 
bight portion, whereby said loops must be sprung apart 
at their entrance to permit entry and removal of said 
bight portion, the corners de?ned by the juncture of the 
bight portion of said second generally U-shaped wire 
frame with the legs thereof having a resilient elastomeric 
coating means for frictionally engaging said loops. 

2. In a baby seat or the like comprising a body having 
a back portion and a seat portion, support means includ 
ing a ?rst generally U-shaped wire frame having its ends 
pivotally journaled to a medial portion of said back por 
tion substantially widthwise thereof and adapted to swing 
from a closed position adjacent said back portion to a 
position outwardly therefrom, a second generally U 

shaped wire frame having its ends pivotally journaled ad 
jacent an end of said back portion substantially widthwise 
thereof and adapted to swing from a closed position ad 
jacent said back portion to a position outwardly there 

5 from, the bight portion of said second U-shaped wire 
frame being adapted to engage the legs of said ?rst U 
shaped wire frame upon outward pivoting of said wire 
frames to de?ne a support stand for said body, the legs 
of said ?rst U-shaped wire frame overlapping those of 
said second wire frame when said frames are in such 
closed positions, said legs of each of said generally U 
shaped wire frames converging at their free ends in order 
to facilitate the overlapping of the legs of said ?rst wire 
frame with respect to those of said second wire frame 
and insure a tight snug ?t of said wire frames against said 
back portion in the de?ned closed positions and means for 
releasably latching said ?rst wire frame to said back por 
tion thereby to contain both wire frames in such closed 
position-s for carrying or storage. 

3. In a baby seat or the like comprising a body having 
a back portion and ‘a seat portion, support means includ 
ing a ?rst generally U-shaped wire frame having its ends 
pivotally journaled to a medial portion of said back por 
tion substantially widthwise thereof ‘and adapted to swing 
from a closed position adjacent said back portion to a 
position outwardly therefrom, a second generally U 
shaped wire frame having its ends pivotally journaled 
adjacent an end of said back portion substantially width 
wise thereof and adapted to swing from a closed position 
adjacent said back portion to a position outwardly there 
from, the bight portion of said second U-shaped wire 
frame being adapted to engage the legs of said ?rst U 
shaped wire frame upon outward pivoting of said wire 
frames to de?ne a support stand for said body, the legs 
of said ?rst U-shaped wire frame overlapping those of 
said second wire frame when said frames are in such 
closed positions, and means for releasably latching said 
?rst wire frame to said back portion thereby to contain 
both wire frames in such closed positions for carrying or 
storage, said latching means comprising nub portions on 
said body which are adapted to be releasably engaged 
by the bight portion of said ?rst generally U-shaped Wire 
frame. 

4. The support means of claim 3 wherein the bight 
portion of said ?rst generally U-shaped wire frame has 
a sleeve means mounted thereon for engagement with one 
of said nub portions upon movement of said ?rst wire 
frame to the closed position as aforesaid, said sleeve 
means being mounted for rotation on said bight portion 
to facilitate engagement and disengagement of said bight 
portion of said ?rst wire frame from said one nub portion. 

5. The support means of claim 4 wherein the bight 
portion of said ?rst generally U~shaped wire frame has an 
offset section to retain said sleeve means in a desired 
position on said ?rst wire frame. 

6. A support stand comprising a back portion, a ?rst 
generally U-shaped wire frame having its ends pivotally 
journaled to a medial portion of said back portion sub 
stantially widthwise thereof and adapted to swing from 
a closed position ‘adjacent said back portion to a posi 
tion outwardly therefrom, and a second generally U 
shaped wire frame having its ends pivotally journaled 
adjacent an end of said back portion substantially width 
wise thereof and adapted to swing from a closed position 
adjacent said back portion to a position outwardly there 
from, said ?rst U-shaped wire frame having opposed off 
set loops which are adapted to be engaged by the bight 
portion of said second U-shaped wire frame upon out 
ward pivoting of said wire frames as aforesaid to interlock 
said wire frames, the entrance to said loops being of a 
shorter distance than the diameter of said second wire 
frame bight portion, whereby said loops must be sprung 
apart at their entrance to permit entry and removal of said 
bight portion, the corners de?ned by the juncture of the 
bight portion of said second generally U-shaped wire 
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frame with the legs thereof having a resilient elastomeric 
coating means for friction'ally engaging said loop. 

7. A support stand comprising a back portion, ‘a ?rst 
generally U-shaped wire frame having its ends pivotally 
journaled to a medial portion of said back portion sub 
stantially widthwise thereof and ‘adapted to swing ‘from 
a closed position adjacent said back portion to a posi 
tion outwardly therefrom, a second generally U—shaped 
Wire frame having its ends pivotally journaled adjacent an 
end of said back portion substantially widthwise thereof 
and adapted to swing from a closed position adjacent said 
back portion to a position outwardly therefrom, the bight 
portion of said second U-shaped wire frame being adapted 
to engage the legs of said ?rst U-shaped wire frame upon 
outward pivoting of said wire frames to define a support 
stand for said back portion, the legs of said ?rst U-sh‘aped 
wire frame overlapping those of said second wire frame 
when said frames are in such closed positions, said legs 
of each of said generally U-shaped wire frames converg 
ing at their free ends in order to facilitate the overlapping 
of the legs of said ?rst wire frame with respect to those 
of said second wire frame and insure a tight snug ?t of 
said vwire frames against said back portion in the de?ned 
closed positions, and means for releasably latching said 
?rst Wire frame to said back portion thereby to contain 
both wire frames in such closed positions for carrying or 
storage. 

8. A support stand comprising a back portion, a ?rst 
generally U-shaped wire frame having its ends pivotally 
journaled to a medial portion of said back portion sub 
stantially widthwise thereof and adapted to swing from a 
closed position adjacent said back portion to a position 
outwardly therefrom, a second generally U-shaped wire 
frame having its ends pivotally journaled adjacent an end 
of said back portion substantially widthwise thereof and 30 
adapted to swing from a closed position adjacent said back 
portion to ‘a position outwardly therefrom, the bight por 
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tion of said second U-shaped'wire frame being adapted to 
engage the legs of said ?rst U-shaped wire frame upon 
outward pivoting of said wire frames to de?ne ‘a support 
stand for said back portion, the legs of said ?rst U-shaped 
wire frame overlapping those of said second wire frame 
when said frames are ‘in such closed positions, and means 
for releasably latching said ?rst ‘wire frame to said back 
portion thereby to contain both wire frames in such closed 
positions for carrying or storage, said latching means com 
prising nub portions on said back portions which are 
adapted to be releasably engaged by the bight portion of 
said ?rst generally U-shaped wire frame. 

9. The support stand of claim 8 wherein the bight por 
tion of said ?rst generally U-shaped wire frame has a 
sleeve means mounted thereon for engagement with one 
of said nub portions upon movement of said ?rst wire 
frame to the closed position as aforesaid], said sleeve 
means being mounted for rotation on said bight portion 
to facilitate engagement and disengagement of said bight 
portion of said ?rst wire frame from said one nub portion. 

10. The support stand of claim 9 wherein the bight 
portion of said ?rst generally U-shaped wire frame has an 
offset section to retain said sleeve means in a desired 
position on said ?rst wire frame. 
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