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1 Claim. (Cl. 229-73) 

The present invention is a two-way envelope which 
can be fabricated on conventional envelope making ma 
chines and which has ?rst and second walls forming, re 
spectively, a front wall on which the original recipient’s 
name is hand-written or otherwise imprinted in a gen 
erally central location, and an opposite or rear wall on 
which appears the sender’s name in a similar central 
location, each of the walls having ?aps extending up 
wardly from the top edge or mouth of the envelope, the 
bottom and side edges being closed. 

Both of said ?rst and second walls may have the word 
“From” imprinted above the name and address appear— 
ing thereon and both ?aps have the Word “To” imprinted 
thereon. The depth of the flaps extending upwardly from 
the ?rst and second walls is su?icient to cover the word 
“'From” on the opposite wall and it will be apparent from 
the foregoing that when the improved envelope is used 
for personal two-way correspondence as from A to B, and 
then from B back to A, or when it is used to send a 
monthly statement from a store to a charge customer and 
the flap extending from the ?rst wall has previously been 
folded into the interior of the envelope, the second wall 
?ap covers the word “From” inscribed on the ?rst wall, 
the ?rst wall also carrying in exposed position, the in 
scription of the name and address of the intended recipi 
ent, in this speci?c instance, the charge customer. The 
word “To” inscribed on the vsecond wall ?ap directs at 
tention to the intended recipient and the name of the store 
on the rear second wall has the Word “From” inscribed 
thereon, and is uncovered and in plain view. The words 
“T0” or “From” or similar words with the same meaning 
are imprinted on the ?rst wall in such a position as to 
be uncovered and exposed when the ?ap of the second 
wall which contains the postage and cancellation date is 
ripped off. This arrangement may also be reversed 
wherein the word “To” is imprinted above the names of 
initial receiver and initial sender on the ?rst and second 
walls, and the word “From” is imprinted on the flaps. 
The illustration of the invention in the drawing as a two 
way envelope for billing purposes is not to be taken in 
any limiting service since the envelope can be used for 
any kind of two-way correspondence. 
When the envelope is received and the second wall 

?ap is eliminated therefrom in accordance with instruc— 
tions which may be contained thereon, the ?rst wall ?ap, 
previously positioned in the interior of the envelope, is 
pulled out from the interior, a remittance together with 
the billhead inserted therein, and this ?rst wall flap is 
now sealed over the original second wall having the store’s 
name thereon. - 

I?will be apparent from the foregoing that an object 
of the invention is to provide an improved envelope which 
will accelerate billing practices for retail stores, service 
organizations, and for professional billing and which will 
considerably reduce the amount of hand work required on 
the part of both senders, since the name of the ?rst 
recipient or customer is the only special inscription re 
quired and in the case of business billing this can be 
readily done by a stencil and all the other printing can 
be done before the envelope is fabricated. 
A further object of the invention is to provide a novel 

two-way envelope for store billing purposes wherein the 
envelope on its return journey has been folded in such 
a manner as to reduce its size. Stores sending bills to 
charge customers invariably enclose various mailing 
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pieces of a promotional nature, all of which increases the 
weight and requires a larger envelope and more postage. 
When returned, the envelope contains only a remittance 
and the billhead and, in accordance with the present in 
vention, an envelope of the same length but of lesser 
width is presented for this purpose. 

Another object of the invention is to provide a two 
way envelope for general correspondence and which fa 
cilitates and simpli?es both the initial sending and prep 
aration of the reply without requiring a second envelope 
‘for the purpose. Whether used for general correspond 
ence or for billing purposes, a fast reply or return is 
assured since all the Work in preparing the envelope for 
return, except the actual sealing, has been done and the 
receiver is thus encouraged to make the reply. 

‘In the drawing: ‘ 
FIG. 1 is a plan view of the blank with the printing 

thereon forming the envelope of the present invention; 
FIG. 2 is a front elevation of the front of the envelope 

as it is initially sent and with the flap in unsealed condi 
tion; . 

FIG. 3 is similar to ‘FIG. 2 and shows the ?ap under 
sealed condition; 

IFIG. 4 is a plan view of the opposite side of the en 
velope sealed and ready for its return journey to the 
initial sender; 

FIG. 5 is a front elevation similar to FIG. '3 but show 
ing a modi?cation; 

FIG. 6 is ‘similar to FIG. 5 but showing the back of 
the envelope when returned; 

FIG. 7 shows a modi?cation in the envelope of FIG. 5; 
\FIG. 8 shows the back of this envelope when returned; 
FIG. 9 is a plan view of a blank in an arrangement 7 

which is the revere of the blank shown in FIG. 1; 
iFIG. 10 is a plan view of the blank used in the modi? 

cation where the return envelope is of lesser longitudinal 
dimension ‘than the sending envelope; 
FIG. 11 is a front elevation of the front of the envelope 

as it is initially sent and with the flap in unsealed 
condition; 
FIG. 12 is similar to FIG. 11 and shows the flap in 

sealed condition; 
FIG. 13 is a plan view of the opposite side of the 

envelope before it is sealed; and 
FIG. 14 shows the envelope sealed and ready for its 

return journey to the initial sender. 
The two-way envelope of the present invention is 

formed from a single blank shown at 10 and having 
?rst and second opposed walls -11 and 12, which serve, 
respectively, ‘as the front of the envelope when it is ?rst 
sent to the charge customer by the store, and as the rear 
[wall thereof, and longitudinal flaps 1-4 and 16 connected 
with walls 11 and 12, respectively. Wall 11 further has 
gumrned end flaps 18 which are turned inwardly and are 
adhered to the inner face of wall 12, thus completing the 
envelope. These end ?aps are not disturbed during the 
life of the envelope, going and returning. 

First wall 11 has typed or printed thereon the name 
and address of the charge customer, shown at v19, and 
wall 12 has imprinted thereon the name of the store 
sending out the material and shown at 20. Spaced 
above each of the names and addresses shown at 19 and 
20, there is imprinted the word “From.” Also, each of 
?aps 14 and 16 have imprinted thereon the word “To.” _ 
Any other words of like import may be used. A postage 
stamp is shown at 15. 
FIG. 2 shows the envelope just before it is sealed, 

when it is ?rst sent out by the store to the charge cus 
tomer. Flap 16 is in the upright position shown and 
?ap 14 has been folded into the interior of the envelope. 
Thus, when ?ap 16 is folded downwardly and is 
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sealed, as shown in FIG. 3, it covers the word “From” 
on wall 11 and displays the word “To” just above the ad 
dress of the customer shown at 19. On the opposite side 
of the envelope where wall 12 is outermost, there ap 
pears on the wvall the name of the store, shown at 20 
and above this name there appears the word “From.” 
When the addressee receives the envelope containing 

a letter or a statement, she opens ‘the envelope by the 
ordinary method of slitting the upper fold line 22 con 
necting ?ap 16 with wall Y12, and in addition, removes 
this ?ap 16 from the body of the envelope, thus also re 
moving the canceled postage. The contents of the en 
velope are now removed and inner ?ap 14 is then with 
drawn from the envelope interior. The customer inserts 
her check along with the billhead which has been sev 
ered from the main ‘body of the statement, and then 
folds ?ap 14 down over the front of wall 12 and seals 
this flap and a?ixes a stamp 17. This ?ap now exposes 
the word “To” just above the name of the store and the 
now rear ‘wall (ii.e., ?rst wall) contains the printed mat 
ter shown on wall 11 in FIG. 2. 

In the modi?ed arrangement of FIG. 5, the envelope, 
addressed to the charge customer, as earlier shown in 
FIG. 3, is formed from a blank that is substantially 
similar to the blank of FIG. 1 but it has a ?ap 16' of 
greater depth and a perforated or otherwise weakened 
line 26 about midway between the upper and lower 
ends, thus dividing this ?ap into a lower section 28 on 
which the customer’s name is shown at 29, and an upper 
section 30 which has inscribed thereon the word “To.” 
With this embodiment, the customer uses a letter 

opener to sever ?ap ‘16’ along the upper fold line 27 
and then removes upper section 30 by severing along 
perforated line 26 and the customer’s name on ?ap sec 
tion 28 remains on this wall 11' as shown in FIG, 6. 
When upper ?ap section 30 has been removed, as shown, 
it exposes the word “From” above lower ?ap section 
28 with the original receiver’s name below the word 
“From.” On the return journey a flap 14' carried along 
the upper edge of wall 11', and disposed on the inside 
of the envelope on the initial journey, has now been 
withdrawn and is adhered over the opposite face so this 
face will have the identical appearance of the envelope of 
FIG. 4. 

In FIG. 7, the ?rst receiver’s name, shown at 31, ap 
pears on ?rst or front wall 32 and ?ap 34 has a lower 
section 36 with adhesive on its back, joined with the 
upper section 34 along a perforated line 37. The word 
“To” appears on this upper section. Here again the 
?rst receiver opens the envelope by cutting along top 
fold line 38, which may also be perforated, and then re 
moves the upper ?ap section 34 by severing along per“ 
forated line 37 or simply ripping off by hand the portion 
between the two parallel lines 37 and 38. This exposes 
the word “From” along the upper portion of wall 32 
which is the back wall on the return journey. The inner 
?ap 39 similar in all respects with ?ap 14 of FIG. 4 and 
carried along the upper edge of wall 32, is removed 
from the interior of the envelope and is adhered over 
the opposite face, thus again presenting an appearance 
similar to FIG. 4. The rear of the envelope on its 
return journey is shown in FIG. 8 where the lower ?ap 
section 36 performs no function but does no harm. It 
will be noted that ?ap 34 has a deeper longitudinal di 
mension than flap 39 to allow for enough space for 
postage on the upper portion and a deep enough glue 
area behind section 36. 
The blank 40 shown in FIG. 9 is just the reverse of 

that shown in FIG. 1 so far as the printing of the in 
dicators for direction of travel are concerned. In other 
words, wherever “To” occurs in FIG. 9, “From” occurs 
in FIG. 1 and vice versa. Accordingly, when the letter 
is initially sent, the ?aps 16" attached to second wall 
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12” is placed inside the envelope and the ?ap 14" is ad 
hered to second wall 12" wherein the word “From” ap~ 
pearing on said ?ap 14" covers the word “To” on this 
second wall. Flaps 18 and 18" may be extensions of 
walls 11 and 11" or 12 and 12". 
When this is received, the flap 14" is cut from the en 

velope by a letter opener and the entire ?ap removed 
from said ?rst wall. The remaining ?aps 16" is now 
removed from the interior of the envelope and is ad 
hered to ?rst wall 11" wherein the word “From” covers 
the original postage and the word “To” above the name 
of the ?rst receiver. 

There is no illustration of a window envelope in con 
nect-ion with the earlier forms of the invention but it will 
be apparent that a window construction may be em 
ployed, as it is in the next embodiment of the invention, 
wherein the reply envelope is of the same length but of 
lesser width than the original sending envelope. 
The blank 44 is shown in FIG. 10 and it includes a 

?rst wall 46 which serves as the front of the envelope 
when it is ?rst sent to the charge customer by the store. 
It has a window opening 48 within which the customer’s 
name and address printed on the enclosed bill appears. 
At the lower edge of ?rst wall 46 there is a fold line 47 
separating this wall from a second wall 49 serving as a 
rear wall initially. First wall 46 has a ?ap 52 de?ned 
by a fold line 54. It also has a second area 51 lying be 
tween fold line 54 and a fold 53 which is ?rst formed 
when the envelope is to be sealed for its return journey. 
In other words, the ?rst wall 46 is the area lying be 
tween fold line 47 and fold line 54 and on the return 
journey, as will be explained later, the wall is folded 
along fold line 53. The wall 49 has a ?ap 56 de?ned by 
fold line ‘59 and this wall also has an additional fold 
line 60 for a purpose to ‘be pointed out and there is also 
a rectangular section 64 lying between fold lines 59 and 
60. 
from fold line 60 to fold line 47 is less than the depth 
of ?rst wall 46 from fold line 54 to fold line 47. Wall 
46 has gummed end flaps 61 which adhere to wall 49 and 
to section 64 which are turned inwardly and are adhered 
to the inner face of wall 49, thus completing the enve 
lope. These end ?aps are not disturbed during the life 
of the envelope, going and returning. 

First wall 46 omits the name and address of the charge 
customer because of the window 48 but if the window 
structure is not desired, wall 46 will be similar to panel 
11 of FIG. 1. The opposite wall 49 has imprinted thereon 
the name of the store sending out the material and shown 
at 62. Spaced above each of these areas shown at 48 
and 62 there is imprinted the word “From.” Also, each of 
?ap sections 52 and 56, which are gummed on their op 
posite faces at 66 and 65 in FIG. 11 and FIG. 13 have 
imprinted thereon the word “To.” 

FIG. 11 shows the envelope just before it is sealed, 
when it is ?rst sent out by the store to the charge cus~ 
tomer. Flap 56 is in the upright position shown and 
flap 52 has been folded into the interior of the envelope. 
Thus, as seen in FIG. 12, when ?ap 56 is folded down 
wardly and is sealed, it covers the word “From” on wall 
46 and displays the word “To” above the address of the 
customer within window 48. On the opposite side of the 
envelope in FIG. 13 where wall 49- is outermost, there 
appears the name of the store, shown at 62 and above 
this name there appears the Word “From.” 
When the customer receives the letter, containing a 

bill and any other mailing material such as promotional 
lea?ets, she opens the envelope such as by the use of a. 
letter opener along the fold line 59 in FIG. 11 physically 
removing this ?ap 56 along with canceledv postage con 
tained thereon, from the envelope. The contents of the 
envelope are now removed and inner flap 52 is then with 
drawn from the envelope interior. The customer inserts 
her check along with the billhead and ?ap sections 52 and 

It will also be noted that the depth of panel 49 ‘ 
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51 are now folded over front wall 49 an ?ap 52 is moist 
ened and sealed as in FIG. 14. This ?ap now has the 
word “To” above the name of the store and the ?nished 
envelope has the lesser depth than the original, thus keep 
ing insertions in place .and customer’s name on enclosed 
billhead within visible window area. 

While there have been described herein what are at 
present considered preferred embodiments of the in 
vention, it will be obvious to those skilled in the art that 
many modi?cations and changes may be made therein 
without departing from the essence of the invention. It 
is, therefore, to be understood that the exemplary embod 
iments are illustrative and not restrictive of the invention, 
the scope of which is de?ned in the appended claims, and 
that all modi?cations that come within the meaning and 
range of equivalency of the claim are intended to be in 
cluded therein. 
What I claim is: 
A two-way envelope including ?rst and second opposed 

walls forming front and rear walls when ?rst sent, and 
having areas for imprinting thereon, respectively, a ?rst 
receiver’s name and a sender’s name, each wall having 
imprinted thereon above said name, a word, ?aps per 
manently closing the opposed ends of the envelope, and 
gummed ?aps extending upwardly from each of said walls 
and having a word imprinted thereon, each of said ?aps 
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being of suf?cient depth to cover the word on the ?rst 
and second walls when adhered downwardly thereon, 
one of the gummed ?aps remaining unadhered on its ?rst 
journey to the receiver while the other gummed flap is 
adhered over the wall carrying said unadhered ?ap and 
concealing the word printed thereon, said latter ?ap being 
removable when received by the ?rst receiver, and the 
other wall ?ap when adhered over the opposite wall con 
cealing the word thereon and converting the envelope to 
one addressed to the original sender. 
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