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This invention relates to fuels and more particularly 
to fuel packages. 
An object of this invention is to provide a fuel package 

including a container having a quantity of fuel, such as 
charcoal briquettes, and an igniter disposed therein where 
in the container is formed of a substance, such as hic-kory 
wood or the like, which imparts a desired aroma to the 
?re and a desired ?avor to food cooked over such ?re. 

Another object is to provide a new and improved fuel 
package wherein the container is provided with flow pas 
sages for permitting circulation of air into the package 
through the sides and bottom thereof when an igniter dis 
posed within the package is ignited to sustain a draft and 
provide for controlled combustion of the fuel and of 
the container. ‘‘ 

Still another object is to provide a ‘fuel package having 
a basket formed of a plurality of staves of aromatic wood 
which provide air ?ow passages or interstices therebe 
tween in which charcoal briquettes and an igniter therefor 
are disposed, and a combustible lid closing the basket and 
having detachable means therein for providing an aper 
ture through which access to the igniter may be had 
whereby ignition of the igniter through such aperture im 
mediately causes combustion of the lid and the radially 
inward and upward circulation of air through the inter 
stices of the basket to cause ignition of the charcoal 
briquettes. 

Still another object of the invention is to provide a 
fuel package wherein the lower end of the igniter is spaced 
from the bottom of the basket by a layer of the fuel where 
by bottom portions of the staves are shielded from ignition 
and smoulder for a long period of time. 

Still another object of the invention is to provide a fuel 
package wherein the burning of the easily ignited lid 
produces a draft through the body of charcoal and past 
the igniter to facilitate the ignition of the charcoal. 

Additional objects and advantages of the invention will 
be readily apparent from the reading of the following 
description of a device constructed in accordance with 
the invention, and reference to the accompanying draw 
ings thereof, wherein: 
FIGURE 1 is a perspective view of a fuel package em 

bodying the invention; 
FIGURE 2 is a perspective sectional view of the fuel 

package showing it in position on a grate; 
FIGURE 3 is a view similar to FIGURE 2 showing 

the fuel during an early stage of its combustion; 
FIGURE 4 is .a view similar to FIGURE 3 showing 

the fuel in a later stage of its combustion wherein the 
sides of the container have burned away and the fuel 
contained in the basket has spilled over the sides thereof 
and the bottom portions of the container are still smoul 
dering; and, 
FIGURE 5 is a perspective view of the igniter. 
Referring now to the drawing, the fuel package 10 in 

cludes a basket 11 formed of a plurality of staves 12 which 
overlap each other in the usual manner to form an open 
topped receptacle or container. lEach stave has opposite 
upwardly and outwardly extending end sections 120 and 
12b which curve outwardly from the bottom or inter 
mediate section 120 thereof. The intermediate bottom 
sections of the staves overlap at their central portions so 
that the central portion of the bottom is formed by a 
plurality of juxtaposed portions of the staves and thus 
has a maximum thickness of wood. A foot ring 14 of 
wood is stapled to the staves to hold the lower portions 
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of the staves in predetermined relationship to one another. 
The upper ends of the staves are disposed between two 

inner and outer retainer rings 14 and 15 preferably of 
wood which are stapled to the staves. The overlapped 
portions of the adjacent staves are not in air tight or sealed 
relationship to one another and thus provide interstices 
or passages therebetween through which air may ?ow into 
the basket. Such passages, however, are of such small 
dimensions as to prevent passage of even small fuel par 
ticles therethrough. 
The basket is closable by a circular lid 18‘ of cardboard 

or the like whose peripheral outer edge portions are radi 
ally slit as at 19 to permit the extreme outer peripheral 
portion of the lid to be bent upwardly to form the an 
nular ?ange 20. The cardboard is somewhat resilient 
so that as the lid is pressed downwardly and past the inner 
ring 14, the lid deforms resiliently to permit the move 
ment of the flange down below the lower annular edge 
or shoulder 21 of the inner retainer ring. The ?ange 20 
then moves resiliently outwardly to abut the inner surfaces 
of the staves and its outer and now upwardly facing an 
nular shoulder or edge 22 is then alignment and engage 
ment with the downwardly facing shoulder 21 of the 
inner retainer ring to thus lock or latch the lid against re 
moval from the basket. 
A mass or quantity of discrete pieces 25 of fuel such 

as charcoal, charcoal briquettes or the like is disposed in 
the basket about an igniter 27 whose lower end is spaced 
from the bottom of the basket by at least a layer of the 
charcoal so that the igniter does not rest on the bottom 
of the basket for a reason to be described below. The 
igniter may be of any suitable substance, such as paraffin 
and the like, and has a suitable wick 30 embedded therein 
which extends to the upper end thereof. The top end 
of the igniter is disposed immediately below a removable 
tab 31 of the lid which may be de?ned by a plurality of 
slits or perforations 32 which facilitate its removal to 
provide an aperture 33 in the lid immediately above the 
igniter. The bottom surface of the lid is spaced from 
the upper surface of the top layer of the charcoal in the 
basket and engages the top end of the igniter which limits 
its downward movement in the basket. 

In use, the fuel package 10 is positioned on the grate 
35 of a barbecue grill or the like over which a grill for 
supporting food to be cooked is positionable in the usual 
manner. The tab 31 of the lid 18 is then removed by 
tearing it out of the lid and the wick 30‘ of the igniter 27 
is ignited through the aperture 33 of the lid. The igniter, 
since it is in contact and immediately below the lid, im 
mediately ignites the lid. The burning of the portions of 
the lid adjacent thev aperture 33 immediately causes the 
circulation of air radially inwardly through the interstices 
between adjacent overlapping staves ‘and through the 
pockets and passages formed in such mass of briquettes 
so that a good supply of air or draft of air through the 
charcoal causes its ignition as the temperature of the 
charcoal adjacent the igniter is raised due to the burning 
of the substance of which the igniter is formed. 
The ignition and combustion of the lid is facilitated by 

the provision of the air space between the lid and the 
charcoal. As the lid burns outwardly from the aperture 
33, it ignites the upper portions of the staves and the re 
tainer rings which burn more rapidly than the charcoal, 
‘and since the ignition of the charcoal proceeds generally, 
radially outwardly from the igniter the staves burn down 
past the level of the upper surface of the charcoal. The 
outer portions of the top layers of charcoal spill outwardly 
from their retained positions illustrated in FIGURE 3 
to the positions illustrated in FIGURE 4 to form a bed 
of charcoal of greater area than the cross-sectional area 
of the basket. The bottom portions 120 of the staves 
burn slowly inwardly since the bottom is protected from 
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direct contact with the ?ame of the igniter by a layer of 
the charcoal. In addition, the fact that all bottom por 
tions of the staves intersect at the central portion of the 
bottom, a maximum thickness or amount of wood is dis 
posed immediately below the center of the mass of char 
coal. At least some portions of the staves thus burn 
slowly or smoulder during substantially the life of the 
charcoal ?re. 
The staves are made of aromatic wood, such as hickory, 

so that as they burn and smoulder they impart an aroma 
and a ?avor to the food which is grilled over such ?re of 
charcoal. ' 

It will now be seen that a new and improved fuel pack 
age has been illustrated and described which includes a 
charcoal basket 11 formed in the usual manner of a plu 
rality of overlapping staves 12 which at their upper ends 
extend between and are secured to inner and outer re 
tainer rings, the inner retainer ring providing a down 
wardly facing annular stop shoulder 21 for securing the 
basket lid 18 formed of cardboard or the like, the lid 
and basket forming a closed container for a mass of fuel, 
such as charcoal briquettes, disposed therein Whose upper 
surface is spaced from the lid, and an igniter embedded in 
the mass of fuel and spaced from the basket and extend 
ing upwardly to the bottom surface of the lid and below 
a removable tab 31 thereof. 

It will further be seen that the interstices between the 
overlapping portions of the staves of the basket while too 
small to permit the pieces of fuel to escape from the 
basket still permit circulation of air into the basket when 
the central aperture 33 provided in the lid by the removal 
of the tab 31 therefrom whereby the ignition of the ig 
niter causes inward and upward circulation of air through 
the basket and the mass of fuel as the lid burns outwardly 
from the slot 33. 

It will further be seen that during the burning process 
of the container, the aromatic substance of which the 
basket is formed imparts a desired ?avor to the foods 
cooked over the ?re so provided and that the bottom por 
tions of the basket smoulder substantially throughout the 
life of the charcoal ?re since the ignition of the charcoal 
is at locations spaced from the bottom of the basket and 
the upward ?ow or draft of air tends to keep such bottom 
portions of the staves below their ignition point so that 
the bottom portions of the staves forming the bottom 
of the basket tend to burn radially inwardly and smoulder 
for the period of time necessary to cook the food over the 
?re. 

It will further be seen that the fuel package or charcoal 
basket is easily stored without spillage of the fuel or soil 
ing of the hands or clothes of the the person handling the 
fuel package, that the basket itself provides the passages 
for the circulation of air of the loosely packed fuel con 
tained in the basket, and that all portions of the basket, 
except the small staples which secure the wood rings to 
the staves, are combustible. 

It will further be seen that, if desired, the bottom of 
the igniter may rest directly on the topmost bottom sec 
tion 120 of a stave at the center of the basket while the 
top surface engages the bottom surface of the lid so that 
the igniter is held at its opposite ends against displace 
ment in the basket until its lower end portion embedded 
in the charcoal and that the center portions of the bottom 
section 120 will smoulder for a very long period of time 
even though the igniter is not spaced therefrom by a layer 
of charcoal due to the fact that the thickness of wood 
forming the central bottom portion of the basket is quite 
great, for example, formed of eight strips of wood if the 
basket is formed of eight staves. 
The foregoing description of the invention is explana 

tory only, and changes in the details of the construction 
illustrated may be made by those skilled in the art, within 
the scope of the appended claims, without departing from 
the spirit of the invention. 

10 

30 

45 

60 

75 

4 
What is claimed and desired to be secured by Letters 

Patent is: 
1. A fuel package comprising: an open topped com 

bustible container having a bottom and an annular wall 
extending upwardly from outer edges of the :bottom, said 
bottom and annular walls having a plurality of apertures 
providing for ?ow of air therethrough into the container: 
a mass of fuel in said container, individual pieces of said 
fuel being larger than the apertures of said container; 
an igniter disposed in said container having lower por 
tions thereof embedded in said mass of fuel and held 
thereby out of contact with the container; and a com 
bustible lid closing said container and spaced above said 
‘fuel, said lid having a removable portion disposed above 
said igniter to provide an aperture in the lid through 
which access may be had to the upper end of said igniter 
for lighting said igniter, said igniter when ignited caus 
ing ignition and burning of said lid outwardly from said 
aperture thereof to cause a draft of air to be established 
through said apertures of said container to facilitate igni~ 
tion of the fuel by said igniter. 

2. A fuel package comprising: an open topped com 
bustible container having a bottom and a continuous 
side wall extending upwardly from outer peripheral 
edges of the bottom, said bottom and side wall having a 
plurality of passages providing for ?ow of air there 
through into the container, a mass of fuel in said con 
tainer; an igniter disposed in said container having lower 
portions thereof embedded in said mass of fuel and 
spaced from the bottom and side wall ‘by said fuel; and a 
combustible lid closing said container and spaced above 
said fuel in said container, said lid having a removable 
portion disposed above said igniter to provide an aper 
ture in the lid through which access may be had to the 
upper end of said igniter. 

3. A fuel package comprising: an open topped basket 
comprised of a plurality of wooden staves having bottom 
intermediate sections and upwardly extending side sec 
tions, said staves being positioned in overlapped relation 
ship to one another to form an open topped container; 
means rigidly securing upper end portions of said staves 
to one another and providing an internal annular down 
wardly facing shoulder; a lid of combustible substance 
having an upwardly extending annular ?ange engageable 
with said downwardly facing annular shoulder for limit 
ing ‘upward movement of the lid in said basket, said lid 
having a removable portion for providing an aperture 
therein; a mass of discrete pieces of charcoal in said 
basket; and an igniter having a lower portion embedded 
in said charcoal and having an upper end adjacent said 
detachable portion, said charcoal separating bottom por 
tions of said igniter from said staves. 

4. fuel package comprising: an open topped basket 
comprised of a plurality of wooden staves having bottom 
intermediate sections and upwardly extending side sec 
tions, ‘said staves being positioned in ‘overlapped rela 
tionship to one another to form an open topped con 
tamer, said staves at their overlapped portions providing 
lnterstices through which air may ?ow into the basket; 
means rigidly securing upper end portions of said staves 
to one another and providing an internal annular down 
wardly facing shoulder; a lid of combustible substance 
having an upwardly extending annular ?ange engageable 
with said downwardly facing annular shoulder for limit 
1ng_upward movement of the lid in said basket, said lid 
having a removable portion for providing an aperture 
therein; a mass of discrete pieces of charcoal in said 
‘basket; an igniter having a lower portion embedded in 
said charcoal and having an upper end adjacent said de 
tachable portion, said charcoal separating bottom por~ 
tions of said igniter from said staves, said interstices being 
of smaller dimensions than said pieces of charcoal. 

5. A fuel package comprising: an open topped basket 
comprised of a plurality of wooden staves having bottom 
intermediate sections and upwardly extending, side sec; 
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tions, said staves being positioned in overlapped relation 
ship to one another to ‘form an open topped container; 
means rigidly securing upper end portions of said staves 
to one another and providing an internal annular down 
wardly facing shoulder; a lid of combustible substance 
having an upwardly extending annular ?ange engageable 
with said downwardly facing annular shoulder for limit 
ing upward movement of the lid in said basket, said lid 
having a removable portion for providing an aperture 
therein; a mass of discrete pieces of charcoal in said 
basket, the top surface of said mass being spaced below 
the bottom surface of said lid; and an igniter having a 
lower portion embedded in said charcoal and having an 
upper end adjacent said detachable portion, said charcoal 
separating bottom portions of said igniter from said staves. 

6. A fuel package comprising: an open topped basket 
comprised of a plurality of wooden staves having bottom 
intermediate sections and upwardly extending side sec 
tions, said staves being positioned in overlapped relation 
ship to one another to form an open topped container, 
said staves at their overlapped portions providing inter 
stices through which air may ?ow into the basket; means 
rigidly ‘securing upper end portions of said staves to one 
another and providing an internal annular downwardly 
facing shoulder; a lid of combustible substance having 
an upwardly extending annular ?ange engageable with 
said downwardly facing annular shoulder for limiting up 
ward movement of the lid in said basket, said lid having 
a removable portion for providing an aperture therein; a 
mass of discrete pieces of charcoal in said basket, the 
top surface of said mass being spaced below the :bottom 
surface of said lid; and an igniter having a lower portion 
embedded in said charcoal and having an upper end ad 
jacent said detachable portion, said charcoal separating 
bottom portions of said igniter from said staves, said 
interstices being of smaller dimensions than said pieces of 
charcoal. 

7. A fuel package comprising: an open topped com 
bustible container having a ‘bottom and an annular wall 
extending upwardly from outer edges of the bottom, said 
bottom and annular wall having a plurality of aper 
tures providing for ?ow of air therethrough into the con 
tainer; a mass of fuel in said container, individual pieces 
of said fuel being larger than the apertures of said con 
tainer; an igniter disposed in said container having lower 
portions thereof embedded in said mass of fuel and spaced 
thereby from said bottom and said wall; and a combustible 
lid closing said container and spaced above said fuel, 
said lid having a removable portion disposed above said 
igniter to provide an aperture in the lid through which 
access may be had to the upper end of said igniter for 
lighting said igniter, said lid engaging an upper end sur 
face of said igniter, said igniter when ignited causing igni 
tion and burning of said lid outwardly from said aperture 
thereof to cause a draft of air to be established through 
said apertures of said container to facilitate ignition of 
the fuel. 

8. A fuel package comprising: an open top basket com 
prised of a plurality of wooden staves having bottom 
intermediate sections and upwardly extending side sec 
tions, said staves being positioned in overlapped relation 
ship to one another to form an open topped container, 
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said bottom intermediate sections intersecting and being 
disposed in juxtaposed relation at the central portion of 
the bottom of such basket; means rigidly securing upper 
ends of said staves to one another and providing an 
internal annular downwardly facing shoulder; a lid of 
combustible substance having an upwardly extending an 
nular ?ange engageable with said downwardly facing an 
nular shoulder for limiting upward movement of the lid 
in said basket, said lid having a removable portion for 
providing an aperture therein; a mass of discrete pieces 
of charcoal in said basket; and an igniter having a lower 
portion embedded in said charcoal and spaced thereby 
from said side sections of said staves and having an upper 
end adjacent said detachable portion, said igniter resting > 
on said central portion of said bottom and having its 
upper end engaged by said lid. 

9. A fuel package comprising: an open topped basket 
comprised of a plurality of wooden staves having bottom 
intermediate sections and upwardly extending side sec 
tions, said staves having intersecting juxtaposed bottom 
intermediate sections and upwardly extending side sec 
tions, said side sections of said staves being positioned in 
overlapped relationship to one another, said lid and said 
basket having co-engageable means preventing removal 
of the lid from said basket, said lid having a removable 
portion for providing an aperture therein; a mass of dis 
crete pieces of charcoal in said basket; and an igniter 
having a lower portion embedded in said charcoal and 
having an upper end adjacent said detachable portion. 

10. A fuel package comprising: an open topped com 
bustible container having a bottom and annular wall 
extending upwardly from outer edges of the bottom, said 
bottom and wall having a plurality of apertures providing 
for ?ow of air therethrough into the container; a mass 
of fuel in said container, individual pieces of said fuel 
being larger than the apertures of said container; an 
igniter disposed in said container having lower portions 
thereof embedded in said mass of fuel and spaced thereby 
from said wall, said igniter having its lower end supported 
on said bottom; and a combustible lid closing said con 
tainer and spaced above said fuel, said lid having a re 
movable portion disposed above said igniter to provide 
an aperture in the lid through which access may be had 
to the upper end of said igniter for lighting said igniter, 
said lid engaging an upper end surface of said igniter 
whereby said igniter is held against displacement by en 
gagement with said bottom and said lid, said igniter when 
ignited causing ignition and burning of said lid outwardly 
from said aperture thereof to cause a draft of air to be 
established through said apertures of said container to 
facilitate ignition of the fuel. 
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