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This invention relates generally to bookkeeping units, 
and more particularly, to an improved arrangement and 
assembly for recording a plurality of entries in segregated 
accounts and conveniently and inexpensively designating 
categories of transactions affecting a business enterprise. 

Pre-printed ledger sheets having columnar headings 
are generally commercially available and may include 
printed columnar headings designating particular ac 
counts. However, while such pre-printed forms may be 
adequate for the bookkeeping needs of some businesses, 
they may not be readily adaptable to the wide variety of 
such needs in different business enterprises, especially 
those smaller businesses which have specific requirements 
distinctive of the particular nature of the business, and 
including the need for inexpensive record keeping means. 

Accordingly, it is an object of the present invention to 
provide a bookkeeping unit having columnar designations 
associated with any desired number of overlying sheets 
ivided into aligned columns. 
Another object of the present invention is to provide 

a bookkeeping unit adaptable to any selected columnar 
designations for a plurality of such overlying columnar 
sheets and segregated accounts. 

Yet another object of the present invention is to pro 
vide a bookkeeping unit including columnar heading 
blanks for filling in appropriate, desirable column indicia 
and adapted to be affixed to a base sheet as columnar 
designations common to a plurality of overlying columnar 
sheets for such segregated accounts. 

These and other features and advantages of the present 
invention will be better understood from a reading of 
the specification and description of the present invention 
when taken together with the drawings in which: 
FIGURE 1 is an illustration of the present invention 

in loose-leaf assembled form. 
FIGURE 2 is an illustration of the columnar heading 

blanks which may be selectively affixed to the column 
headings of the base sheet of the present invention. 
FIGURE 3 isa cross-sectional View of the »columnar 

heading blanks of FIGURE 2 taken through section 3--3, 
and 
FIGURE 4 is a fragmentary perspective illustration of 

the manner in which selected column designations may 
be used in the column heading spaces of the base sheet 
of the present invention. 

In the manner most commonly used, conventional 
journals and books of accounts consist of lined loose leaf 
sheets divided into appropriate column widths, each 
column having a column heading space provided for a 
column designation to be filled in. In some cases where 
a sufficient number of such ledger sheets are used, the 
column heading designation may be pre-printed in order 
to save time and insure the consistency of the plurality 
of column headings. 
The present invention is conceived to meet the needs 

of a bookkeeping unit such as an income journal or a 
disbursements journal and includes a base sheet and a 
number of overlying sheets. A preferred embodiment 
of the present invention comprises a base sheet divided 
into column heading spaces at the top for a column 
designation indicating segregated accounts recorded in 
the column 'beneath it. Additionally, the present inven 
tion includes any desired number of overlying, separate 
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2 
sheets divided into columns aligned with the column 
heading designation of the base sheet, and being trans 
versely lined for recording a plurality of entries, the over 
lying sheets being shorter at the top than the base sheet 
so that the first line of each overlying sheet appears 
immediately below the column heading designations of 
the base sheet and in columnar alignment with the head 
ing designations of the base sheet. Thus, the columns 
of the overlying sheets and the segregated account to 
which each group of such Vcolumn data pertains is identi 
fied by the column designation appearing on the base 
sheet immediately above each column. In this manner 
any number of overlying sheets having identical column 
divisions may be employed as a continuous chronological 
bookkeeping record of transactions affecting the accounts 
of a business. The column designations of such segre 
gated accounts need only be established once on the base 
sheet and are effectively carried over to each overlying 
sheet as it is added to the unit. 

Usually a small business will ñnd it convenient to 
di-vide its records into several categories of accounts such 
as Income, Disbursements, Payroll and the like. In the 
preferred embodiment of the present invention the base 
sheets carrying the column designations for accounts with 
in such categories are also provided with end tabs ex 
tending beyond the edges of both the base sheet and 
overlying sheets and showing each major category of 
transactions such as Income, Disbursements, and Payroll 
for example. Additionally, the base sheet may have 
columns transversely divided into lined spaces for ap 
propriate accounting periods so that monthly and annual 
totals may be recorded in column spaces of the base 
sheet which underlies the shorter sheets used for daily 
chronological entries. 

Referring to FIGURE l, there is indi-cated a base sheet 
10 divided into a plurality of columns 11 which may be 
of different widths as desirable or necessary to accommo 
date the data to be recorded. Each column 11 is headed 
with a space 12 for designating the accounts to be re 
corded in the lined columns below. Overlying the base 
sheet 10 is shown a sheet 13 divided into the same column 
widths as the base sheet 10 and transversely lined to ac 
commodate a plurality of entries in chronological order, 
for instance. It will be noted that the overlying sheet 13 
is shorter on the top than the base sheet 10, so that the 
columns of the overlying sheet 13 are in alignment and 
register with the column heading spacing 12 of the base 
sheet 10, the first line of each overlying sheet 13 appear 
ing immediately `below the respective column designation 
space 12 of the base sheet 10. The overlying sheets 13 
may 'be numbered from top to bottom along the margin 
so as to indicate chronological entries or the days of the 
month, for instance, and one of the advantages of the 
present invention is that any number of such overlying 
sheets 13 may be added as required to provide entry 
spaces for a continuous chronological record of the trans 
actions of the business affecting the respective accounts 
carried in each column 11 below its columnar account 
designation as shown on the base sheet columnar head 
ing spaces 12. A second base sheet 14 may be provided 
facing the base sheet 10 and its column designation head 
ing spaces 12 may repeat those of the first base sheet 
10 or carry different additional account designations With 
in the same major transaction category of accounts in 
cluded in the first base sheet 10. Thus, the bookkeeping 
unit of the present invention may be used to accommo 
date a relatively large number of accounts within a major 
transaction category or be so divided as to repeat the 
division of accounts within a major transaction category 
and thereby double the amount of entries which may 
be made on the two facing, overlying sheets 13 and 15. 
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In the manner previously described for sheets 10 and 
13, the overlying sheet 15, is shorter at the top than 
the base sheet 14 so that the ñrst line of the overlying 
sheet 15 appears immediately below the appropriate 
columnar heading designation on the base sheet 15 and 
in alignment with such designation. In the preferred 
embodiment of the present invention the base sheet 10 
may be transversely divided into lined spaces providing 
for accounting periods in which monthly and annual 
totals may be recorded, for instance, from the totalized 
transaction record carried on the overlying sheets 13 
and 15. Additionally, the preferred embodiment of the 
present invention is provided with tabular extensions 16, 
17, 18, and 19 extending beyond the edges of both the 
base sheets and the overlying sheets to designate and 
identify the division of major transaction categories such 
as Income, Disbursements, Payroll, and the like. Within 
each major transaction category there is provided a like 
base sheet having columnar heading spaces for desig 
nating accounts within that major transaction category 
and any number of desired separate overlying sheets 
having columns aligned with the column heading desig 
nations of the base sheets and being shorter on the top 
than the base sheet so that the iirst line of each over 
lying sheet appears immediately below the appropriate 
columnar heading designation and in alignment with that 
designation. As will be apparent to those in the art, 
any desired number of major transaction categories may 
be accommodated within the bookkeeping unit to the 
present invention and the account designations Within a 
major transaction category may be broken down as is 
desirable or necessary to any particular kind of business 
or accounting system employed to record the transactions 
`affecting the business. 
FIGURE 2 illustrates column heading blanks which 

may be añixed within the column heading spaces of the 
base sheet to designate the kind of transactions recorded 
in the columns of the overlying sheets below such desig 
nations. The column heading blanks as shown at 20, 
21, 22, 23, 24, 25, and 26 of FIGURE 2 may be pre 
printed with appropriate designations and are of column 
widths appropriate to those of the base sheets 10 and 
14. The column heading blanks may be perforated along 
lines 27 as well as the columnar divisions so as to be 
readily separable and are coated with an adhesive on 
the reverse side for being aflìxed to the column heading 
spaces as desired. Such pre-printed column designations 
within the major transaction category of “Income” may 
include, for instance, Date; Day; Sales Breakdown; 
Total Sales; Cash Sales; Received on Account; and Net 
Cash Receipts. The pre-printed column designations 
for accounts within the major transaction category of 
“Income” for a different type of business may include 
within a like division of columns Date; Invoice; Cus 
tomer’s Name; Billing Breakdown; Total Billing; and 
Total Receipts. In a service business, the analogous 
pre-printed column designations within the major trans 
action category of “Income” may lbe Date; Day; Fee 
Breakdown; Total Fees; Charge Fees; Cash Fees; Re 
ceived on Account; and Net Receipts. Similarly, with 
in a major transaction category of “Disbursements,” 
pre-printed column designations may include Date; Check 
Number; To Whom Paid; Amount Paid By Cash; Amount 
Paid By Check; Materials; Payroll; Taxes, and Repairs. 
If desired, the major transaction categories of “Disburse 
ments” may be further divided into columnar accounts 
using pre-printed column heading designations of In 
surance; Legal and Professional; Rent; Vehicles; Travel 
and Entertainment; Utilities; Telephone; Oñìce Supplies; 
Advertising; Interest; and General. Similarly, a major 
transaction category of “Payroll” may be divided into 
appropriate columnar accounts by the use of pre-printed 
column heading designations entitled Date; Check Num 
ber; To Whom Paid; Amount Paid By Cash; Amount 
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4 
Paid By Check; Social Security Withheld; Federal In 
come Tax Withheld; and the like. 
As is illustrated in FIGURE 2, a number of column 

heading blanks 28 are provided without pre-printed ac 
count designations so that any desired column heading 
designation may be typed into the blank, the blank 
separated along its perforated outline and aflixed in the 
column heading designation space of the base sheet 10 
or 14 as desired. FIGURE 3 shows in cross-section the 
preferred composition of a sheet of column heading blanks 
which comprises a printed sheet 29 perforated along 
lines 27, coated on its reverse side with a pressure-sensi 
tive adhesive 30 and having a 'backing of release paper 
31. The manner in which the column designations are 
añixed to the base sheets is perhaps most clearly shown 
in FIGURE 3 where the base sheet 10 of FIGURE l is 
shown in a fragmentary perspective view and a plurality 
of column heading designations 32 are shown as they are 
applied to overlie the coincident column divisions of the 
column heading designations of base sheet 10. It is to 
be understood, of course, that such column heading 
designations may be used in groups of two or more or 
separately as desired and may be either pre-printed or 
include a typed or hand printed column heading desig 
nation. 

In use the bookkeeping unit of the present invention 
preferably comprises one or more base sheets, such as 
10 and 14, together with the required plurality of over 
lying sheets such as 13 and 15 having column divisions 
coincident with the divisions of the column heading desig 
nations of the respective base sheets which they overlic, 
and assembled in a loose-leaf binder. The base sheets 
10 and 14 may lbe provided with pre-printed account 
designations for each column division or if desired, pre 
printed column designations may be separated from a 
supply of blanks, such as those illustrated in FIGURE 2, 
and añixed in the appropriate column heading spaces of 
the »base sheet by a pressure-sensitive adhesive coating 
applied to the reverse .side of such blanks, for instance. 
In cases where it is wished to designate a column account 
different from those provided by pre-printed base sheets 
or pre-printed column designating blanks, the column 
account designation may be made by typing or hand print 
ing such designation and similarly añîxing the column 
heading in the column heading spaces provided on the 
base sheets. 

It will be apparent to those skilled in the art that the 
present invention affords the advantage of recording a 
great number of transactions within particular account 
categories as contained on a plurality of overlying sheets, 
without the necessity for repeatedly entering the account 
designation for such recorded data since the alignment 
of the columnar divisions on the overlying sheets with 
the columnar heading spaces clearly indicates the ac~ 
count to whi-ch each transaction pertains. Additionally, 
the present invention offers the flexibility of a considerable 
number of account designations within a major trans 
action category or relatively few such divisions as is 
desired for recording transactions for the type of business 
to which the bookkeeping records pertain. 
We claim: 
1. In a bookkeeping unit for recording a plurality of 

entries in segregated accounts of the type including a 
base sheet having a plurality of columnar headings desig 
nating said segregated accounts, and a plurality of sep 
arate overlying sheets having vertical columns aligned 
with the column heading designations of said base sheet, 
said overlying sheets being transversely lined for re 
cording said plurality of entries and being of lesser height 
than said base sheet to expose said columnar headings, the 
ñrst lines of said overlying sheets appearing immediately 
below said columnar headings, the combination there 
with of column heading blanks providing said columnar 
headings and comprising strips of tlexible sheet material 
having imprinted upon one surface thereof the desired 
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indicia for said columnar headings, a coating of pressure 
sensitive adhesive on the other surface thereof and a 
strip of release paper covering said adhesive coating. 

2. A bookkeeping unit for recording a plurality of en 
tries in segregated accounts, comprising first and second 
base sheets facing each other and having columnar head 
ing spaces for the designation of said segregated accounts, 
a plurality of separate sheets between said iirst and second 
base sheets, said plurality of sheets each comprising front 
and back pages having vertical columns aligned with 
the ̀ columnar heading spaces of said ñrst and second base 
sheets, respectively, said plurality of sheets being trans 
versely lined for recording said plurality of entries and 
being of lesser height than said base sheets to expose 
said heading spaces, the first lines of said shorter sheets 
appearing immediately below the columnar heading 
spaces of said base sheets, and columnar heading indicia 
strips in the columnar heading spaces of said base sheets, 
said strips having a coating of pressiure-sensitive adhesive 
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on the surface thereof adjacent said base sheets adhesively 20 
atñxing said strips directly to said base sheets. 

6 
3. The bookkeeping unit of claim 2 wherein said 'base 

sheets have columns aligned under said columnar heading 
spaces which are transversely divided for selective desig 
nation of column data from said plurality of separate 
sheets therebetween. 
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