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This invention relates to coasters for use in combination 
with drinking tumblers or the like to prevent the marking 
of ?nished surfaces such as tables upon which the tum 
blers normally come in contact. More particularly this 
invention relates to coasters which have easily separable 
top and bottom portions and having an intermediate mois 
ture receiving member held therebetween. The moisture 
receiving member serves to absorb drippings from the 
tumbler so that the surface of the coaster does not re 
main wet and the speci?c coaster construction is so ar 
ranged so that the coaster will not adhere to the bottom 
of its associated tumbler when the tumbler is elevated. 
When iced drinks or the like are served in glasses or 

tumblers, particularly in humid weather, the moisture in 
the air tends to condense and accumulate on the outside 
surface of the glass or tumbler and roll down on to the 
supporting surface. The supporting surface thus becomes 
wet and its ?nish marred if such is susceptible to water 
marks and the like. 7 
Not only will moisture from the air condense upon the 

outer surfaces of the cold tumbler but in those cases 
where the coaster itself is made of a heat conductive ma 
terial the water from the atmosphere will then form upon 
the outside surfaces of the coaster itself and present this 
additional problem. It is thus desirable that the material 
from which the coaster is constructed and particularly 
those portions of the coaster which contact the tumbler be 
of an insulating plastic such as polyethylene and the like. 

In light of the above problems associated with the serv 
ing of cold beverages it has become customary to provide 
coasters upon which a drinking tumbler can be placed 
with the idea that the drippings would be caught by the 
coaster and thus would not mar the furniture upon which 
the coaster and the tumbler were placed. Thus many 
coaster structures based upon this idea have been formu— 
lated and placed upon the market. These known coaster 
structures however have all had one or more objectionable 
features. Thus the standard cup type coaster ‘formed of 
wood, metal, plastic or the like is objectionable in that 
the condensate from the external surface of the tumbler 
drips into the coaster and forms a pool therein so that 
the drinking tumbler actually rests in a pool of water. 
With coaster of this type when the tumbler is lifted, 
drippings from the glass fall ‘on the supporting surface 
and/ or on the users clothing. 
Many other types of coasters utilize a construction in 

which a moisture absorbent material comes in direct con 
tact with the ‘bottom of the tumbler. These have the ob 
jectionable feature that when the tumbler is elevated the 
coaster will tend to stick to the bottom of the tumbler 
and is almost certain to become dislodged therefrom at an 
unknown and generally annoying instant. Thus the user 
of this type coaster often ?nds himself in the position 
of having a glass in hand and a coaster on lap. 
A still further type of coaster construction utilizes a one 

piece member having a slit in the side thereof for receipt 
of a moisture absorbent material such as a disc of cloth 
or blotting paper. In this type construction the bottom 
of the tumbler rests upon a portion of the coaster iself and 
it is thus maintained out of contact from the water ab 
sorbent member which obviates some of the above men 
tioned di?iculties. These coasters however, necessarily 
must have an opening for receipt and removal of the wa 
ter absorbent disc or the like and thus the likelihood of a 
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wicking action and resultant dripping. A further di?iculty 
with this type construction is that the absorbent member 
must be slipped in and out of its receiving slot which may 
become a chore if the water absorbent member becomes 
bent, warped or swollen especially if the slot and disc 
are made to approximate equal thickness so as to assure 
retention of the disc in the slot. 
With the foregoing considerations in mind, it is an ob 

ject of the present invention to provide a coaster which 
obviates the objectionable qualities of the prior art coasters 
above discussed. It is also an object of the invention to 
provide a coaster which will quickly absorb any moisture 
on its surface and which coaster will not adhere to a tum 
bler bottom so that the tumbler may be separately ele 
vated while the coaster remains upon the supporting sur 
face. A still further object of the present invention is 
to provide a coaster having top and bottom members 
which are easily inter-engaged with each other and form 
between their respective bottom portions, a chamber for 
use in retaining a moisture absorbent disc. 
These and other objects of the invention which will be 

set forth in more detail hereinafter or which will be ap 
parent to one skilled in the art upon reading the following 
description. The nature of the invention will be more 
clearly understood ‘by reference to the following detailed 
description and the accompanying drawing, references 
made to the accompanying drawings forming a part there 
_of in which: 
FIGURE 1 is an exploded view of the coaster of the 

present invention and showing the interrelationship of its 
three component parts; 
FIGURE 2 is a top plan view of the assembled coaster; 
FIGURE 3 is a bottom plan view of the coaster; and 
FIGURE 4 is a side view thereof taken along the line 

4-4 of FIGURE 2. 
Brie?y the coaster of the present invention is com 

posed of three separable members which are adapted to in 
ter-engage with each other to provide a bottom supporting 
member, and intermediate water receiving and absorbing 
member and a top member which is so constructed so as 
to permit the water to pass from the walls of the tum 
bler or the like into said water receiving member and to 
‘additionally serve to space the bottom of the tumbler from 
said water receiving member. The component parts are 
easily separable from each other so that each may be 
readily washed and so that the water absorbent member 
.may be removed with ease. 

Referring now in more detail to the drawings, the 
coaster is shown as being of round con?guration although 
it is to be understood that this is an exemplary shape only 
and that the coaster may generally have any overall shape 
desired. Thus the assembled coaster 10 as shown in the 
exploded view shown in FIGURE 1 of the drawing is com 
posed of a bottom supporting member 12, a moisture ab 
sorbent member 14 and a top tumbler receiving ‘member 
16. The bottom supporting member 12 is generally cup 
shaped and is provided with an imperforate bottom wall 
18. Surrounding this bottom wall 18 is an annular side 
wall 20 which outwardly extends there-around and termi 
nates in a smooth edge the-reabove. The underside of the 
bottom wall 18 is further provided with raised rings 22 
and 24 upon which the completed coaster structure is 
adapted to rest. The side wall 20 thereof is further pro 
vided with a downwardly extending annular recessed por 
tion 26, which recess portion facilitates the receipt of the 
top member in a manner which will hereinafter be more 
clearly brought out. 
The top tumbler receiving member 16 is also generally 

of cup shaped con?guration and is provided with a bottom 
wall 28. An annular side wall 30 surrounds the bottom 
wall 28 and extends upwardly therefrom. The side wall 
30 is provided with a horizontally extending wall portion 
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32 which serves as a connecting wall between the afore 
mentioned side wall 30 and a downwardly extending outer 
side wall 34 connected thereto. Thus the side wall of the 
top tumbler receiving member 16 presents the con?gura 
tion ‘of a downwardly opening U-shaped lip. This lip is 
adapted to receive the recessed terminus 26 of the annular 
side wall 20 of the bottom member 12. The manner of 
their connection is best shown by FIGURE 4 of the draw 
ing wherein it can be clearly seen that the terminus of 
the downwardly extending side wall 34 abuts against the 
shoulder ‘formed in the side wall 20 by the recess 26. In 
this manner then the top and ‘bottom members can be 
easily separated from each other merely by inserting one’s 
?nger nail underneath the downwardly extending side wall 
34 and upwardly removing the top member therefrom. 
Also, the longitudinal extent of the annular side wall 30 
'is less than that of the side wall 20 so that when the top 
and bottom members are engaged as shown in FIGURE 
'4, a small chamber is formed between the respective mem 
ber bottoms 18 and 28. This small chamber 29 receives 
the water absorbent disc or member 14. 

Other means for spacing the respective bottom mem‘ 
bers could be utilized such as a peripheral raised ring 
downwardly extending from the under side of bottom wall 
18. In such an embodiment the top tumbler receiving 
vmember can be inserted into the bottom member by 
means of a frictional ?t, thus obviating the necessity of 
the downwardly opening U-shaped lip. Such lip does 
however provide convenient means whereby the desired 
member spacing is facilitated and therefore the structure 
‘as shown in the drawings is preferred. 
The upper portion of the bottom wall 28 is further pro 

vided with a raised annular central boss 36 and raised ribs 
38 radiating therefrom. The ribs 38 thus as can be seen 
clearly from FIGURE 2 of the drawing, divide the bot 
tom wall 28 into a plurality of sectors 40. Each sector 
‘is further provided with a plurality of opening 42. Al 
ternately, the material forming the segments 40 and that 
surrounded by boss 36 may be altogether removed and 
present a bottom wall 28 having completely open sectors 
'for transmission of the condensed moisture upon the walls 
of a tumbler through the bottom wall 28 and into the wa 
ter receiving member 14. The raised boss and its radiat 
ing ribs thus form a surface upwardly spaced from the 
‘bottom wall 28 upon which the bottom of a tumbler may 
rest. In this way then the bottom of the tumbler does not 
directly contact the bottom wall 28 and the opening 42 
therethrough thus permitting the free ?ow of condensed 

‘ moisture through the bottom wall. 
The novel coaster of the present invention operates in 

the‘following manner. Condensed moisture on the outer 
walls of a tumbler containing a cold beverage from drop 
lets which roll down the tumbler side walls which are re 
ceived in the generally cup shaped top member 16. The 
moisture tends to accumulate between the raised ribs 38 
whereupon it is transferred through the openings 42 and 
absorbed by the member 14. Thus no water is present 
"on the surface of the tumbler receiving member to be 
transferred to the bottom of the tumbler and in this man 
ner dripping therefrom is prevented. The moisture passed 
through the openings into the chamber 29 is absorbed by 
the member 14 and thus is held from ?owing back through 
the openings if the coaster is accidentally overturned. 
When the user desires to remove the moisture accumulated 
in the chamber 29 and absorbed by the member 14 it is a 
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simple matter to peel off the top member, remove the 
member 14, and squeeze the water therefrom prior to re 
placing the member in the chamber. 
The coaster of the present invention is preferably made 

of a yielding plastic material such as polyethylene and 
may be provided in complementary top and bottom col 
ored portions. 'Plastic materials suitable for the prefer 
ably foam moisture absorbing member 14 comprise among 
others, polyurethane and polystyrene. Foam rubber ma 
terials may also be utilized. 

In view ‘of the foregoing disclosure, variations and modi 
?cations thereof will be apparent, and it is intended to in~ 
elude within the invention all such variations and modi?ca 
tions which fall within the scope of the pending claim. 

I claim: ' 

A coaster for tumblers and the like comprising a top 
tumbler receiving member, a bottom member and a mois~ 
ture receiving member; said bottom member having an 
imperforate bottom wall and an upwardly extending an 
nular side wall, the outer surface of said bottom member 
side wall provided with an annular recess downwardly ex— 
tending from the upper terminus thereof, said recess ter 
minating in an outwardly directed side wall shoulder, 
vsaid top tumbler receiving member having a perforate 
bottom wall and an upwardly extending annular side wall 
terminating in a downwardly opening U-shaped lip for 
receipt of the upper terminus of said bottom member side 
wall wherein the lower terminus of said U-shaped lip 
abuts said side wall shoulder and in part extends lateral 
1y outwardly of said shoulder for ease in ?ngernail en 
gagement thereof and so as to space said bottom walls 
apart thus forming an intermediate chamber for receipt 
of said moisture receiving member whereby moisture from 
'the tumbler is collected by said top member and passes 
through said openings to said moisture receiving member 
and wherein the bottom wall of said top member is pro 
vided with a raised annular centrally disposed boss and 
raised ribs radiating therefrom for contacting receipt of a 
tumbler bottom, said rib serving to divide said bottom 
wall into segments each of which being provided with 
'openings therethrough. 
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