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This invention relates to service trays in general and 
more particularly to service trays for use on outdoor lawn 
chairs and the like. 

In the summer time, it is most enjoyable to be able to 
sit on the porch or out in the backyard in a comfortable 
lawn chair with a good drink in hand. The only problem 
is that “in hand” is where the drink or other nourishment 
has to stay. There is seldom a table or the like near by 
on which to sit a glass, a bowl, a package of cigarettes 
or anything else. 

There is a de?nite need for a simple, relatively inexpen 
sive, and attractive service tray for use with lawn chairs 
and like summer porch and backyard furniture. To the 
extent possible, such a tray should be at one’ elbow and 
still out of the way. It should be able to be securely 
attached to a chair and yet be easily movable. It should 
be light in weight and easy to use. It should include a 
minimum of parts, be easy to assemble and disassemble, 
and convenient to store when not in use. 

This invention is directed to just such a service tray and 
one which has numerous other advantages which will be 
more fully appreciated later on. 

It is an object of this invention to provide a service tray 
which is particularly suited for use with summer lawn 
chairs of aluminum tube construction and which have 
side arms provided by two tubes in close parallel side by 
side relation. 
The service tray of this invention includes a wire formed 

frame member, in its preferred form, covered with a pro 
tective plastic dip coating. It is shaped to include parallel 
spaced arms which will receive a tray therebetween and 
has a part between the arms to‘ which a bracket is fastened. 
The bracket may also be a wire form and dipped member 
and the two can be made adjustable relative to each other. 

In the preferred form of this invention, the bracket and 
frame are made from wire rod members bent to shape 
and dipped in plastic. The tray is of simple and conven 
tional shape and construction. The bracket and frame 
are relatively adjustable so that the tray can be held hori 
zontally regardless of the disposition of the member to 
which the bracket member is to be secured. 

These and other objects and advantages to be gained in 
the practice of this invention will be better understood and 
more fully appreciated upon a reading of the following 
speci?cation having reference to the preferred embodi 
ment of the invention and wherein: 
FIGURE 1 is a perspective view of a summer lounge 

chair having the service tray of this invention provided 
on an arm thereof. 
FIGURE 2 is an enlarged side plan view of the service 

tray of this invention as seen in the plane of line 2——2 of 
the previous drawing ?gures and looking in the direction 
of the arrows thereon. 
FIGURE 3 is a still further enlarged cross-sectional 

view of the service tray of this invention as seen in the 
plane of line 3-—3 of the immediately preceding drawing 
?gure, looking in the direction of the arrows thereon. 
FIGURE 4 is a perspective view of the wire form frame 

member of the service tray holder of this invention. 
FIGURE 5 is a perspective view of an alternate form 

of tray holder and bracket embodying certain features of 
this invention. 
FIGURE 6 is a perspective view of another form of 

bracket member for use with the service tray of this in 
vention. 
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Referring to the drawings in further detail, a lawn chair 

10 is shown. It has an aluminum frame 12 of tubular 
construction and is provided with webbing 14. The arms 
16 for the chair are provided by a pair of tubular mem 
bers in relatively close parallel relation to each other. 
The arms 16 are normally inclined slightly, as best shown 
by FIGURE 2, and the tubular members forming the arms 
are slightly spaced as shown by FIGURE 3. 

Suitable ratchet means 18 cooperating with the inter 
connected chair legs enable adjustment of the reclining 
back of the lounge chair. This is commonly known and 
forms no part of this invention. Accordingly, it deserves 
no further discussion. 
The service tray 20 of this invention is shown as 

mounted on one of the arms 16 of the lounge chair 10. 
It includes a frame 22 which is best shown by FIGURE 4. 
The frame member is of wire rod construction formed 

to include parallel spaced arms 24 and 26 which are 
jointed together at one end by a cross member 23. The 
terminal ends of the arms 24 and 26 are bent towards 
each other, as at 30 and 32, and are relatively aligned. 
They are also in parallel spaced relation to the cross mem 
ber 28. 
A tray 34 is shown disposed on the frame 22. The tray 

has side wall ?anges 36 which extend laterally outward 
and are spaced slightly above the bottom wall 38. Al~ 
though the tray may be of almost any material and shape, 
size or form, provided it is complimentary to the respec 
tive frame 22, it is preferably of a lightweight plastic 
which is easier to keep clean and cannot be dented, bent 
or broken if accidentally dropped or otherwise subjected 
to possible damage. 
A book or bracket 40 is provided on one side of the 

frame member 22. In the ?rst four drawing ?gures it is 
shown as a part of the actual frame member. However, 
it will subsequently be shown how a different type of 
bracket member may be used. 
The bracket member 40 includes a shoulder or neck por 

tion 42 extending outwardly from the cross member 28 
and having an open book 44 provided at the end thereof. 
It will be appreciated that the neck and open hook may be 
of single rod construction or, although not shown, he 
formed to have the rod bent back upon itself. 

Both the frame 22 and the bracket part 40 are coated 
with a weather resistant plastic covering 46. The wire rod 
material used to form the frame and bracket part may, 
if desired, be soft and pliable like coat hanger Iwire so 
that it can be easily bent and formed as desired. This 
has advantages in enabling the tray holder frame 22 to be 
adapted to accommodate other than the rectangular type 
tray 34 which is shown, or any other shaped tray which 
might be originally provided therewith. 
The ease with which the wire rod frame and bracket 

material may be bent may also be signi?cant if the bracket 
is made as a part of the frame and it is desirable to have 
the hook 44 disposed at a slight angle to accommodate 
any incline in the arm 16 of the lounge chair '10, best 
appreciated in FIGURE 2. 
Another arrangement which affords more adjustability 

of the service tray 20 is shown by ‘FIGURE 5. Although 
the tray receptive frame member is not fully shown, the 
cross member is identi?ed as 28' and is modi?ed as shown 
to include an open loop 48 which depends therebelow. 
A separate hook part is shown and identi?ed as 40’. 

It is a totally separate part with a closed eye v50 atone end 
which cooperates with the frame part 48 to receive a 
threaded fastener means 52 therethrough. Since both 
the frame and bracket part are plastic coated, they are 
?ctitiously held together when the fastener 52 is tightened 
down. This is just like they would be with a rubber 
washer between them. Such an arrangement enables 
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easier relative adjustment of the two 
will always be horizontal. 
Another type of bracket 54 is shown by FIGURE 6. 

This is a wide band or strap which is shown to include 
the loose neck 56 and receptive end 58 with a hole 60 
for the fastener means to extend therethrough. 

In use, the frame member 22 is placed on the arm 116 
of a lounge chair ‘10, as shown by *FIGURErl. The frame 
member is adjusted so that it is substantially horizontal 
and parallel to the ground. This may vary when the 
chair is on an incline as at the beach or elsewhere. How 
ever, adjusting the frame is no problem. 
When frequent adjustment is expected, the tray frame 

with the more adjustable bracket 40’ ‘of FIGURE 5 is 
preferable. In such instances, when this type service tray 
is used, the fastener means ‘52 may be loosened to facili 
tate the necessary adjustment. Or, the two parts may be 
merely forcibly moved in relatively opposite direct-ions 
for adjustment. The friction bind of the coating on the 
two parts will enable limited adjustment without loosen 
ing the fastener and then having to tighten them together 
agam. 

Although the fastener means is shown to include a com 
mon bolt and nut fastener, it will be appreciated that a 
wing that might be used if frequent loosening and ad 
justment of the fastener is anticipated. 

Normally the double tube arms 116 of an aluminum 
frame lawn chair are spaced enough to receive the sup 
port bracket hook r44 therebetwen. The weight of the 
tray alone, although slight, and the plastic coating on the 
bracket serve to hold the tray where placed and to pre 
vent it from sliding down to another position. 

If the tubular members forming the chair arm 116 are 
too close together for the plastic dip coated bracket 40 
or 40', the strap type '54 of FIGURE 6 may be used. 
However, in almost every instance, the tubes may be 
spread sui?ciently, at least near their ends, to receive the 
bracket hoo'k therebetween. 
As previously mentioned, the actual tray 34 may be 

of any commonly used type. The plastic type of tray is 
preferred, for reasons previously mentioned. Similarly, 
‘a relatively simple and inexpensive tray will serve as well 
‘as an elaborate one and is probably more economical and 
serviceable :for outdoor use. Since the tray 34 is easily 
removed from the frame member 22, any spillage can be 
poured from the tray by removing it from the frame. and 
it is then a simple matter to wipe the tray dry. No drain 
need be provided as with trays which might be perma 
nently ?xed to a frame or in turn to the lawn chair. 

It is also obvious that the tray 34 need not be provided 
with cut-outs to hold glasses or cups as is sometimes done. 
Since the tray can be adjusted so that it is perfectly hori 
zontal, nothing need be tilted and inclined to tip over 
when it is set on the tray. 
Although the tray frame 34 might be provided with 

the terminal ends 30 and 32 engaged together, this would 
preclude the advantage of being able to either extend the 
‘length of the side arms 24 and v26 ‘or widen the frame if 
necessary to accommodate a different size or shape tray 
member 34. Of course, if the ends were closed they 
might be cut open, with wire cutters, to accomplish the 
teachings set forth herein. In the present instance, the 

parts so that the tray 

absence of material between the inbent ends 30 and 32 of . 
the arms also involves some savings of material. 
When the service trays 20‘ are used on separate lawn 

' chairs ‘10, it will be appreciated that the individual tray-s 
64 may be stacked together for storage and that the frame 
members 22 themselves may be hung up or stacked with 
out much trouble. Those frames which have the depend 
ing open hook loops 48 may be stacked together with the 
eyes sufficiently aligned to receive a common fastener, 
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4 
of large enough length to keep them all together. Indeed, 
the individual brackets 40’ may also be retained on the 
same long fastener member. 
From the foregoing, many other modi?cations and im 

provements should come to mind. Although ‘a preferred 
embodiment of this invent-ion has been shown and de 
scribed in certain detail, with some attention given to a 
couple of modi?cations and improvements, it will be 
appreciated that there is a great deal more within the 
scope of the teachings set forth. Accordingly, such other 
improvements and modi?cations as are within the spirit 
of the invention are not speci?cally excluded by the 
language of the hereinafter appended claims are to be 
considered as inclusive thereunder. 

I claim: 
II. A service tray device for use with lawn furniture 

and the like, comprising: 
a frame member of wire rod material for-med to include 

parallel spaced arms for receiving and supporting a 
tray member in close ?tted engagement therebetween 
and having a transversely disposed connecting wire 
rod member extended between adjacent'ly disposed 
ends of said arms, 

said arms having the free terminal ends thereof bent 
in towards each other and in substantially parallel 
spaced relation to said connecting wire rod member 
for providing means precluding lateral movement 
of a tray member received and supported thereby, 

and a gooseneck support provided between the ends of 
said connecting wire rod member and extended out 
wardly therefrom for over-and~under engagement 
with receptive arms of suitable lawn type furniture. 

2. The service tray device of claim '1, 
said frame member being of essentially one piece con 

struction and having said connecting Wire rod mem 
ber providing the sole means of engagement between 
the arms thereof, 

and said arms being su?iciently spaced and bendable 
for being formed to readily receive and securely hold 
a service tray in said frame from the underside of 
said tray and without means of visual support on the 
service side thereof. 

3. The service tray device of claim v2, 
said gooseneck support being a secure part of said con 

necting wire rod member and being adjustable an 
gularly relative thereto for maintaining said frame 
horizontally disposed and properly receptive of a 
service tray. 
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