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This invention relates to a portable bowling ball con 
tainer, and more particularly, to a portable bowling ball 
container having new and improved means for support 
ing and securing a bowling ball carried therein from 
movement within the container. 

Bowling ball carriers of this general type known today 
require the assembling of a number of component parts 
during manufacture. Other carriers do not adequately 
locate and hold the ball to prevent movement in any 
direction within the carrier. 

It is a general object of the invention to provide a new 
and improved portable container of the type described 
which facilitates manufacture in a simpli?ed economical 
manner. 

Another object is to provide a new and improved car 
rier of the type described formed of two identical molded 
halves, each having molded integrally therewith means 
for preventing movement of a bowling ball carried there 
in. 

Another object is to provide a new and improved car 
rier having integrally molded hinges and an integrally 
molded handle. 
Another object is to provide a new and improved 

bowling ball container having arcuately indented ribs 
for engaging a bowling ball placed therein to prevent its 
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motion within the container when the container is closed. ' 
An extension of the previous object is to provide a 

new and improved set of ribs mounted inside the carrier 
in a manner so as not to restrict the internal volume of 
the carrier or limit the exterior design of the same. 
A further object is to provide a new and improved 

bowling ball carrier of a relatively rigid material having 
ribs formed integrally therein for releasably grasping 
and holding a bowling ball wherein the ribs are of su?‘i 
cient resiliency so as to grasp, but not mar, the surface 
of a bowling ball. 
An entension of the previous object is to provide a 

new and improved bowling ball carrier having integrally 
molded therein a pair of concave supporting ribs for en 
gaging and supporting the bottom surface of a bowling 
ball. 

Other objects and advantages will become readily ap 
parent from the following detailed description taken in 
connection with the accompanying drawings, in which: 

FIG. 1 is a front perspective view of a bowling ball 
and shoe bag embodying the principles of the present 
invention; 

FIG. 2 is a sectional view of the bag taken on the 
line 2—2 of FIG. 3,-and showing the bag fully open; 
FIG. 3 is a sectional view taken on the line 3—-3 of 

FIG. 1; 
FIG. 4 is an enlarged fragmentary view of the mating 

edges of the bag shown in FIG. 3, which shows the 
tongue and groove construction more clearly; and 

FIG. 5 is a fragmentary bottom view of the hinge con 
struction used to join the halves together at their bot 
tom. 
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While an illustrative embodiment of the invention is 

shown in the drawings ‘and will be described in detail 
herein, the invention is susceptible of embodiment in 
many different forms, and it should be understood that 
the present disclosure is to be considered as an exempli 
?cation of the principles of the invention and is not in 
tended to limit the invention to the embodiment illus 
trated. The scope of the invention will be pointed out 
in the appended claims. 

Referring now to the drawings in more detail, a bowl 
ing ball end shoe bag 10 incorporating the principles of 
the present invention includes a pair of identical molded 
shells or sections which open concavely towards each 
other and are hingedly connected together at the bottom 
as at 16 by means of hinge pin 18. As shown in FIG. 
2, the shells may be swung open about hinge pin 18 to 
permit access into the bag. The degree to which the 
bag may be open is limited by linkage 20 which consists 
of a pair of elongate links 22 and 24 pivotally connected 
together at one end of each link by rivet 26. Link 22 
is pivotally attached at its other end to an inner sur 
face of section 12 by rivet 28, and link 24 is pivotally 
attached at its other end to .an inner surface of section 
14 by rivet 30. Linkage 20 is preferably provided with 
stop means as at 31 to prevent alignment of links 22 
and 24 into a locked position, so as to facilitate closing 
the bag, and also with detent means including a hole 33 
on link 24 and a detent on link 22 (not shown) for hold 
ing the bag 10 open when in its openmost position. 
When the shells are swung together, exposed edges 32 
and 34 meet to form a hollow enclosure having portions 
36, as shown in FIG. 3, suitable for carrying a bowl 
ing ball, and also portions .38 and 40 suitable for carry 
ing several pairs of Ibowling shoes or the like. A pair of 
latches, shown generally at 42, are provided at the top 
of the bag to releasably lock the shells in a closed con 

. dition. 

The shells are preferably molded of a plastic material, 
such as polypropylene, which is sui?ciently soft and resil 
ient so as to snugly grip a bowling ball without marring 
it, yet bot-h lightweight and adequately rigid to maintain 
its molded shape. 
Each section consists of a single molding having a 

horizontal bottom wall 44; a generally U-shaped upright 
wall 46 joined together at its midportions by a contoured 
upright wall 48 recessed from the plane of upright wall 
46; an upper wall 50' extending transversely of upright 
walls 46 and 48 of a generally inverted hat-shaped cross 
section when viewed in a plane parallel upright Wall 46; 
a pair of end walls 52 joining the bottom wall, the up 
right wall 46, and upper portions of the upper wall 50; 
and a series of ball supporting ribs to be described here 
inaf-ter. 
The exposed edges 32 of the bottom, upper, and end 

walls of shell 12 lie substantially in the same plane 
for mating with the corresponding edges 34 of shell 14. 
Proper alignment and sealing of the edges is facilitated 
by a tongue-and-groove construction, as can be seen in 
FIGS. 2, 3, ‘and 4. One-half of each section is provided 
with a tongue and the other half with a groove, as de 
?ned by a vertical plane passing through the center of 
the bag and perpendicular to the mating edges, so that 
the two sections may be identical to each other and still 
provide a tongue-,and-groove connection around substan 
tially their entire mating edges. This construction facili 
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tates alignment of the shells as they are closed and also 
adds substantial rigidity when the carrier is in its closed 
position. 
The bottom wall of each section has molded integrally 

therebeneath a pair of feet 56 and a number of hinges 58 
so arranged as to properly mate with the corresponding 
feet and hinge eyes on the other identical section which 
is placed complementary therewith. The upper surfaces 
of the upper wall 50 are joined together near their ex 
posed edge portions by a strap 60 integrally molded with 
the bag It} which forms one-half of a carrying handle, it 
being understood that the other half is on the other shell 
and the entire handle is formed when the shells are 
closed. 
Each shell has integrally molded therein a number of 

ribs or webs which support and hold ‘a bowling ball 
against movement inside the bag when the two shells are 
closed. The outermost of these ribs consists of a pair 
of identical ribs 62 disposed in parallel vertical planes 
perpendicular to the shells’ mating edges and spaced 
apart laterally a distance less than the diameter of a 
bowling ball. Each of these outermost ribs is joined to 
the bottom, upright, and upper wall, and has on its ex 
posed edge an arcuate indentation or recess 64 of a radius 
less than that of a bowling ball. 'Ihese indentations are 
substantially semicircular so that, upon closure of the 
bowling bag, they [form a substantially circular recess of 
a diameter less than that of a bowling ball. When the bag 
is closed, the two sets of ribs form a pair of circular 
cradles for engaging the surface of a bowling ball placed 
therebetween and preventing its movement in any di 
rection. 
Each section also carries a second pair of webs 66 

spaced between and parallel to the ribs 62. This second 
pair of webs is connected to the inner surface of bottom 
wall 414, upright wall 46, and a horizontal supporting 
rib 63, as seen in FIG. 2. Each rib 65 carries on an ex 
posed edge an arcuate indentation 7t} concentric with but 
recessed into the shell more than arcuate indentations 
64. The function of these ribs is to engage the lower 
portions of a bowling ball and assist in supporting its 
weight. Supporting rib 68 lies in a generally horizontal 
plane extending between ribs 62 and is integrally attached 
to ribs 62, ribs 64, and wall 48. Its outwardly exposed 
edge is also arcuately curved to conform to the surface 
of a bowling ball. 
When the transporting device is open, as can be best 

seen in FIG. 2, a bowling ball may be inserted into the 
bag so as to be supported by the webs 62 and 66 of one 
of the sections. Other objects such as bowling shoes, 
clothes, or the like may be inserted into internal portions 
38 and 40. Upon closing the device, the webs in the 
other section move into engagement with the ball on op 
posite sides thereof and prevent its motion in any di 
rection inside of the bag. 
We claim: 
1. A bowling ball carrier comprising, a pair of identical 

shells hingedly connected together in complementary fash 
ion ‘for forming a hollow enclosure when the shells are 
pivoted towards each other, said shells each being gen 
erally symmetrical about a center line therethrough and 
each shell having an elongate peripheral edge aligned 
for engagement with a corresponding elongate peripheral 
edge on the other shell, the symmetrical halves of the 
peripheral edges of each shell being different, at least one 
portion of the edge of one half of each shell having a 
protrusion toward the other shell and at least one portion 
of the edge of the other half of each shell having a de 
pression in a direction leading away from the other shell, 
at least a portion of the protrusion of one half of one 
shell being peripherally spaced from at least a portion 
of the depression of the other half of said one shell and 
the protrusion of each shell being adjacent to the de 
pression of the other shell and so positioned that when 
the shells are closed upon one another the protrusion 
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4 
and depression of each shell inter?t with the depression 
and protrusion respectively of the other shell to assist the 
alignment of said shells and increase their rigidity, and 
means integral with each shell for supporting a bowling 
ball when placed therein. 

2. A bowling ball carrier as de?ned in claim 1 where 
in said shells are hingedly connected by hinge eyes im 
paled by a hinge pin, said'hinge eyes consisting of a 
plurality of projections on each shell formed integrally 
therewith and so positioned as to permit the projections 
of one shell to lie adjacent the projections of the other 
shell for connection therewith by said pin. 

3. A bowling ball carrier as de?ned in claim 1 wherein 
each of said shells has a half of a carrying handle formed 
integrally therewith at its upper portion, said handle 
halves being located such that the half on each section 
moves adjacent the other half upon closing of the carrier 
to thereby form an entire handle. 

4-. A bowling ball carrying case, comprising: a pair 
of hollow, generally similar sections; each section in 
cluding an upper wall, a lower wall, a generally upright 
side wall connecting the upper and lower walls, and a 
pair of end Walls to form an enclosure opening generally 
in the direction of the other section; means hingedly con 
necting each section to the other along an edge of one of 
said walls; each section having formed integrally therewith 
and therein a pair of generally parallel webs spaced apart 
laterally a distance less than the diameter of a bowling 
ball, each web extending inwardly from the side wall of 
its respective enclosure between the upper and lower walls 
thereof, said Webs having an exposed upright edge with 
a generally semi-circular indentation therein of a radius 
less than that of a bowling ball for engaging and sup 
porting a bowling ball and providing line contact there 
with upon closure of the sections; and handle means as 
sociated with the case for carrying the same. 

5. A bowling ball carrying case as de?ned in claim 
4 wherein each section includes a further pair of spaced 
parallel webs spaced between the ?rst mentioned pair of 
parallel webs therein. 

6. A bowling ball carrying case as de?ned in claim 
4 wherein each section includes a generally horizontal 
web extending transversely of the pair of webs therein 
between the ends thereof. 

7. A bowling ball carrier comprising: wall members 
de?ning generally hollow ?rst and second sections, means 
hingedly connecting said sections together for movement 
between an open and a closed position, a pair of spaced 
generally parallel supports in said ?rst section and in 
tegral with at least one wall member thereof, means for 
supporting a bowling ‘ball in said ?rst section when said 
sections are in open position including an arcuate indenta 
tion in an exposed edge of each support, the curvature 
of said indentations being related to the diameter of a 
bowling ball in such a manner to provide line contact 
with a ball positioned therebetween, and means in said 
second section for holding a ball against said supports 
when said sections are in closed position. I 

8. A bowling ball carrier as de?ned in claim 7 wherein 
said last named means includes at least one supportlm 
said second section, said support having an arcuate 1n 
dentation in an exposed edge thereof providing line con 
tact with a ball and holding the same against the supports 
in said ?rst section when said sections are in closed 
position. _ 

9. A bowling ball carrying case as de?ned in claim 8 
wherein a pair of parallel, generally identical supports 
are provided in said second section. 

10. A bowling ball carrier as de?ned in claim 9 where 
in the supports in said second section are aligned with 
the supports in said ?rst section. 

11. A bowling ball carrier as de?ned in claim 1 where 
in each shell includes an upper wall, a lower wall, a 
generally upright side wall connecting the upper and lower 
walls, and a pair of end walls extending between said 
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upper, lower and side Walls, the protrusion and depres~ 
sion of each shell half extending substantially along one 
half the length of the peripheral edge of said upper Wall 
and substantially along the length vof the peripheral edge 
of one of said end walls. 
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