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This invention generally relates to ammunition and has 
for its primary object to provide novel means for ex 
peditiously and thoroughly cleaning the body, shoulder 
and neck portions of cases of both ri?e and hand gun 
cartridges, preparatory to reloading said cases. 
Another highly important object of the present inven 

tion is to provide, in a manner as hereinafter set forth, an 
ammunition case cleaner of the aforementioned character 
which also is adapted to brush the interior of the neck of 
ri?e cartridge cases. 

Still another important object of the invention is to 
provide an improved cleaner of the character described 
which will readily accept various sizes of cartridge cases. 

Another object is to provide a rotary cartridge case 
cleaner which is adapted to be secured in the usual chuck 
of a conventional portable electrical power drill or other 
tool for actuation thereby. 

Other objects of the present invention are to provide 
an improved cartridge case cleaner of the character set 
forth which is comparatively simple in construction, 
strong, durable, compact, of light weight and which may 
be manufactured at low cost. 

These together with other objects and advantages 
which will become subsequently apparent reside in the 
details of construction and operation as more fully here 
inafter described and claimed, reference being had to the 
accompanying drawings forming a part hereof, wherein 
like numerals refer to like parts throughout, and in which: 
FIGURE 1 is an elevational view, showing a device 

embodying the present invention in use with a ri?e car 
tridge case therein; 
FIGURE 2 is a longitudinal sectional view on an en 

larged scale, taken substantially on the line 2——2 of 
FIGURE 1; 
FIGURE'3 is a perspective view of the device; 
FIGURE 4 is a cross-sectional view, taken substantially 

on the line 4—4 of FIGURE 3; 
FIGURE 5 is a cross-sectional view, taken substantially 

on the line 5—5 of FIGURE 3; and 
FIGURE 6 is a view substantially similar to FIGURE 

2 but showing the device with a pistol cartridge case 
therein. 

Referring now to the drawing in detail, it will be seen 
that the embodiment of the present invention which has 
been illustrated comprises a cylindrical housing or re 
ceptacle of a suitable plastic which is generally designated 
by the reference numeral 8. The housing or receptacle 
8, which may also be of any desired dimensions, is open 
at its forward end and comprises an externally threaded 
forward portion 10. The housing 3 further comprises 
a substantially conical closed rear end 12 having molded 
centrally therein a rearw-ardly projecting shank 14 of a 
suitable metal. The shank 14 is adapted to be remov 
ably mounted in the usual chuck 16 of a conventional 
portable electric power tool. Longitudinal ?ns or the 
like 18 on the forward end portion of the shank 14 assist 
in anchoring said shank in the end portion 12 of the 
housing 8. This end portion of the shank 14 is further 
provided with a longitudinal bore or socket 26 which 
communicates with the housing 8 and the purpose of 
which will be presently set forth. 

Cylindrical packing rings 22 of felt or other suitable 
material are removably mounted in the housing 8. It 
will be noted that the forwardmost pair of cleaning rings 
22 are of ‘a larger inside diameter than the remaining 
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rings 22. It also will be noted that the forwardmost 
rings 22 project beyond the open forward end of the 
housing 8. A removable nut or cap 24 is threaded for 
adjustment on the end portion 10 of the housing 8 for 
retaining and compressing the rings 22 therein. The 
retaining nut or cap 24 is provided with a central opening 
26 which receives the cartridge case to be cleaned. 
Diametrically opposite longitudinal ribs or keys 28 in 
the housing 8 retain the rings 22 against rotation. The 
ring retaining nut or cap 24 is longitudinally grooved as 
indicated at 30 to facilitate turning same. 
Mounted centrally in the housing 8 and extending 

through the rings 22 therein is a brush 32. The brush 
32, in the embodiment shown, comprises a longitudinal 
core 34 of twisted together wires having secured there 
between radiating bristles 36. A?ixed to the rear or 
inner end of the core 34 is a square longitudinal shank 
38. The shank 38 includes a reduced, threaded rear end 
portion providing a stem or the like 40 which is screwed 
into the bore or socket 20 of the shank 14. Thus, the 
brush 32 is mounted on the shank 14 for rotation there 
with and a reduced stem 40 provides a locking shoulder 
42 which abuts said shank 14. It will be observed that 
the brush 32 projects forwardly 'beyond the housing 8 
and the rings 22. 

It is thought that the use or operation of the device 
will be readily apparent from a consideration of the fore 
going. Brie?y, the shank 14 is secured in an obvious 
manner in the chuck 14 of a suitable portable electric 
power tool. In FIGURES 1 and 2 of the drawing, ref 
erence numeral 44 designates a ri?e cartridge case to be 
cleaned. While holding the case 44 by the breech end 
portion 46 thereof, said case is inserted longitudinally 
in the housing 8 through the opening 26 in the cap 24, 
said case being forced through the rings 22 and com 
pressing same. The rapidly rotating rings 22 quickly 
clean the exterior of the case which, of course, is held 
against rotation. The construction and ‘arrangement of 
the relatively large and small rings 22 is such that sub 
stantially all portions of the case 44 to the breech end 
portion 46 thereof are cleaned. Also, as the case 44 is 
thus inserted the brush 32 cleans the interior of the neck 
portion of said case. In FIGURE 6 of the drawings 
reference numeral 48 designates the relatively short case 
of a pistol or other hand gun cartridge being cleaned. 
The forward pair of rings 22 of relatively large inside 
diameter accommodate the comparatively short case 48 
the lbody of which, as usual, is of uniform diameter. 
The foregoing is considered as illustrative only of the 

principles of the invention. Further, since numerous 
modi?cations and changes will readily occur to those 
skilled in the art, it is not desired to limit the invention 
to the exact construction and operation shown and 
described, and accordingly all suitable modi?cations and 
equivalents may be resorted to, falling within the scope 
of the invention as claimed. 
What is claimed as new is as follows: 
1. A cartridge case cleaning device comprising a gen 

erally cylindrical housing open at one end for receiving 
a cartridge case to be cleaned, a brush ?xed centrally in 
the housing in spaced relation thereto and engageable in 
the case, a plurality of cleaning rings in the housing en 
circling the brush and thereby de?ning an annular recess 
between the rings and the brush for receiving the case, 
means for connecting the housing to a source of power 
for rotation thereby, said rings being compressible, and a 
cap threaded for adjustment on the open end portion of 
the housing for compressing and retaining the rings there 
in, said cap having an opening therein for the passage of 
the case. 

2. A cartridge case cleaning device in accordance with 
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claim 1, certain of said rings having a reduced inside 
diameter receiving a reduced neck portion of the case. 

3. The combination of claim 2, together with longi 
tudinal keys in the housing engaged in the periphery of 
the rings for locking same to said housing for rotation 
therewith. 

4. The combination of claim 3, said means including 
a shank mounted centrally in the other end portion of 
the housing and projecting longitudinally therefrom for 
engagement in the chuck of an electric power tool. 

5. The combination of claim 4, said brush being elon 
gated and including a core affixed longitudinally to one 
end of the shank. 

6. The combination of claim 5, said shank having a 
threaded bore in said one end, said core comprising a 
polygonal shank including a reduced stem threaded into 
the bore and providing a locking shoulder abutting the 
?rst~named shank. 

7. A cartridge case cleaning device comprising a gen 
erally cylindrical housing open at one end for receiving 
a cartridge case to be cleaned, a brush ?xed centrally in 
the housing in spaced relation thereto and engageable in 
the case, at least one cleaning ring in the housing en 
circling the brush and thereby de?ning an angular recess 
between the ring and the brush for receiving the case, 
means for connecting the housing to a source of power 
for rotation thereby, said ring being compressible, and 
a cap threaded for adjustment on the open end portion of 
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the housing for compressing and retaining the ring there 
in, said cap having an opening therein for the passage 
of the case. 

8. The combination of claim 7, together with longi 
tudinal keys in the housing engaged in the periphery of 
said ring for locking same to said housing for rotation 
therewith. ' 

9. The combination of claim 7, said means including 
a shank mounted centrally in the other end portion of 
the housing and projecting longitudinally therefrom for 
engagement in the chuck of an electric power tool. 

10. The combination of claim 9, said brush being 
elongated and including a core af?xed longitudinally to 
one end of the shank. 
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